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-obligations which every Mason has wrestling with a foe of gooa govern-
assumed, and thus make hi8 conver- ment-absonteeism in Ireland, and
ostion and action bear testimony to the outeome of the struggle no man
the excellence of the principles of, can foreteil. Masonry lias a struggle
and incalculable bianefits reàulting on account of its non-affiliates, a3iI
frein Masonry when fally lived up to itg indifferent members, Who are cou-
by its adherents. I do not overlook spicuous only by their absence froin
the many difiuties with which we the ledge. Take up the rester of
have te contend, by reason of the membership of almost any Masonie
fraîlities incident te our human lodge, read over the naines, and then
nature. 1 do net forget there are attend the lodge at a stated meeting,
-two natures in man, the 11higher ana ana yeu Winl probably llnd that fulfly
-the lower, the great ana the mean, ene-third cf those present, are visitera3,
-the noble and the ignoble," nor does and that the total number present
Masonry; but in every degree teaches does not equ&il ene-third of the xnem-
its memabers;hip to cultivate ana prao- bership. If rireexnasonry ever wanes,
tice the better part of our nature, it will be owing te absenteejeni.
.and continually guard ourselves But there are two classes of absent-
ag.iinst the temptations suggestedl by ees-those, that remain away frein
our prejudice, passdions, and appeti- choice, and these that have been in
-tes. We should be slow to make sompe unfair manner estranged. There
inferences which a fuit exarnination are seme brethren, of years of experi-
,of the facte would prove unjust, as ence and cf higli character, who
well as to firmly refuse te approve habitually remain away frein the
that which justice and good nierais lodge, fer reasons for which they per-
wonid condemn.-M. W. J. H.Bank-e- sonally are net answerable . Their
,head, Alabamna. absence is, in some sense, an enfore-

_________________ ed absence. Some of them have

ABSCNTEEISM IN MASONRY. been laborers in season and eut of
seasen, always seeking te advance

In a recent eaitorial article in the what they cenceived te be the ,best
Keystone, entitled "The Wages of the interests cf the craft, se that they
-Craft," we intiinated that the brotheor were in every sense dutiful te their
Who habitually absents himself froni lodge; but some brother under-esti-
bis lodge, of necessity cannot, and of mated *heir efforts, and derided them,
riglit ouglit net te, receive any wages. and, in effeot, closed the deoors ef the
As a general statement this is un- Lodge upofl theni, so tàat they couldt
*doubtedly true; but, like meet other net receive any cf the wages, due the
truths, under some cironinstances it is craft. This resuit niay corne about in
liable te qualification. We purpese many ways. We instance a few. A
refeiring, in the present article, te brother je zealeus as a work-man, ever
some cf the exceptional aspects cf the ready to lend a helping hand te the
subjeet; premising, however, by say- Master, studying Masonry through
ing that in the Ohureli, the. State and and through, and taking a pride in
Masonry absenteeism, whatever its performing its work. SeMetmmes his
cause, ie always an e.vil. Members cf zeal. begets jealousy, and jealeusy
a religieus body eften abstain frein at- carping criticisin, and criticism, endsa
tendance in their *places, and then in innuendo and nisrepresentatien.
wonder 'why ,"things -go wrong." This conduet may net be deliberately
Many cf the best citizens cf the State plannefi, but one errer leads te an-
usually remain away froni the poils at other, anfi the end is, the zealous
primary elections, anai then express brother ie led te absent himseif frein
surprise that sucli unfit men are nom- the lodge, andi the lodge usually doee
inated for office. Englanfi is now net fid, that bis detractors can or


