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T HE Sanî Jose scale is slovly but surelyspreading fromn ail the old iîîfested
spots in Ontario. Only those whio hiave
been in close touchi, anîd hiave taken a keen
interest in the spread of the scale, are
awvare of lîow far it lias spread since the
Act wvas passed in 1898.

Wlien I was appoiîîted scale inspector in
February of that vear it wvas expected by
the departmient that ail the scale in the pro-
vmnce wvou1d be destroyed and tlîat by pass-
ing an Act to prevent: trees comning in from
the United States wve îvould ýoon be free
from it. Instead, there is more scale iii
Ontario to-day than ever before.

It spreads so quietly and insidiously that
it may be in an orchard for some time be-
fore the owner is aware of its presence. I
do flot know of a single case whiere scale
lias been found ini an orchard, and whiere it
wvas allowved to recmaiii long cnoughi to
spread from the original tree, that it bas
been cleaned out. Tlie reason for tliis is
plain when you are conversant -with the wvay
it spreads. Very frequently trees nearest
ain infected tree are practically f ree f romn
thie pest, while those at a considerable dis-
tance are badly infested. It is liable to
break out anywv1ere wvitlîin a mile of the
original infested tree.

Despite the fact that somne of the profes-
sors of this province scoffed at iny opinion
thiat the principal mecans of its snreading is
1) the wvingred niales 1 still hold firmly to
thiat opinion. Thiese wingcd maies carry
flic infant ,or larvae, froin an inifested tree
anid thus perpetuate the species. Other-
'vise the scale wvould be extcriiniiated be-
cause the tree wvotîd soon die and the death
of tuie scales on it would follow.

My reason for considering the m'aie
scales the chief medium of its spread is the
,nue of choice. Somie vairieties of tn.es wvilI
stand iin the rniidst of za very badly infested
*rchard and bc alinost frec fromi scale, while

those around it are literally covered wvitl
it. I cannot see why sorne people consider
it such a ridiculous idea. Taku( for in-
stance the spread of the codling moth.
Every onie knovs that its spread is by the
mioth. lierself, wvhich flues around and de-
posits lier eggs on the apples, not indis-
criniinately', but after niaking a chioice.
Every orchardist whio is at ail observant
about inisects, K-nows tliat somie varieties of
apples neyer have wvorms if there are plenty
of otiiers to be attacked. The nioth dis-
tinguislies the varieties -,'lîen the fruit is 50
small that we ourselves could inot tell what
kind it wvas if we did flot sc the tree on
vhich it wvas growving.
Another reasoL for thinking the maie

scale is the cuiprit lias been obtained
froin iniformîation gathiered after an
infested tree lias been planted in an or-
chard. I hiave known cases wvhere the tree
lîad stood for twvo or tlîree ,,ears and then,
on becoming awrýre of the presence of the
scale the owvner destroyed the tree and
tliere bas neyer been a scale found there
siîîce. But I bave known other cases
wlîere such a tree wvas ieft for a tinie, and
just as soon as it became overloaded and a
spread %vas niecessary for the perpetuation
of thîe species, the scales could be fouîd flot
only close bv' but at a distance. Especially
is thiis so if «varieties near are r.ot to its
taste. In a district wliere the scale is bad
growvers frequently say, " No.. you neyer
find inch scale on those trees. Tiiev do
not seem to like tliem."

I have said that I do îîot know of an in-
stance wliere the scale lîad spread froni the
origyinal tree or trees, and I wish to eraplia-
size the w~ords " spread frolni," as tliere are,
1 think, soîiiewliere about ioo places in dif-
fercut parts of Onîtario where the scale wvas
caughit ini thîîe. and xîot a scale lias ever
been found there since. A notable instance
of tliis camie under inv observation this


