
LORD ELGIN

tour to receive from the British government an
official notification that he had been raised to the
British peerage under the title of Baron Elgin of
Elgin in recognition of his distinguished services to
the Crown and empire in America.

But it was a long time before Lord Elgin was
forgiven by a small clique of politicians for the
part he had taken in troubles which ended in their
signal discomfiture. The political situation con-
tinued for a while to be aggravated by the serious
commercial embarrassment which existed through-
out the country, and led to the circulation of a
manifesto, signed by leading merchants and citizens
of Montreal, urging as remedies for the prevalent
depression a revival of colonial protection by Eng-
land, reciprocal free trade with the United States, a
federal union or republie of British North America,
and even annexation to the neighbouring states as a
last resort. This document did not suggest rebellion
or a forceable separation from England. It even pro-
fessed affection for the home land; but it encouraged
the idea that the British government would doubtless
yield to any colonial pressure in this direction when
it was convinced that the step was beyond per-
adventure in the interest of the dependency. The
manifesto represented only a temporary phase of
sentiment and is explained by the fact that some
men were dissatisfied with the existing condition of
things and ready for any change whatever. The
movement found no active or general response
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