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you will observe, in the first place, that I never ase
serted that anything like all these men in this large
total had received sufficient training: I only urged
that they had received some sort of training, and that
it was unfair to blame t e country for want of spirit.
The spirit is willing enough, only the flesh is weak.,
What is more, it must be admitted that among those
40 per cent. who do nothing are very many who are
far more fitted both by physique and education te
serve their country in arms than a good proportion
of those 60 per cent. who have actually done so.

Above all, this vast total is for. the most part quite
without organization; there is no National Army vet,
in the proper sense of the term, benind the regular
army; no Landwehr or Landsturm behind this. There
is no diyisional organization, no artillery, no trans-
port, ‘no organized reserve of men, even no rifles for
the greater part of them; in short, none of ' those
things which most distinguish an army from a mob.

The ,National Defence Association exists in order
to try and persuade the country of the necessity for
these two things—real organization and better train-
ing. But it does not as an association despair of the
patriotism of the country or of the willingness of the
majority of citizens to do their duty in defence.

Above all, its leading members feel most strongly
that even the results obtained in the past—and you
will.admit that these are remarkable on my showing—-
would never have been obtained had the British peo-
ple always believed in the theories of the “Blue Water
School,” or had they doubted, as you seem to doubt,
of the utility of the sacrifices they were prepared to
make in their country’s cause.

It is the object of the Associatiod,to perpetuats
and strengthen the individual citizen’s distrust of
those who say that we may. sleep quietly in our beds
either because the navy is a sufficient protection. or
because no services glven voluntarily have any mili-
tary value.”

Replying to Mr. R. A, Johnson, Mr. A. J. Dawson
subsequently communicated the following:

With a courtesy which, when it is introduced into
the . realm of controversy, may be. called chivalrous,
the Honorary Secretary of the Association, Mr. R. A.
Johnson, has permitted me to see his note of reply to
my comment upon remarks made by him en the even-
ing of November 18, and invited me to make any fur-
ther comment thereon that I may wish to make. By
way of demonstrating my appreciation of this céour-
» rather than because I see the need of further
comment, I am glad to avail myself of this opportun-
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if its further discussion can help to shake the sort of
faith which I believe induces many members of the
asgociation to regard the voluntary system as fair and
adequate, it is very well wortn while from my point
of view, while from the Association’s point of view I
am assurred that ventilation of any aspect of the
great question of National Defence is desired.

The fairness of the Honorary Secretary’s intent is
so clear to me that thé manifest and glaring unfair<
ness of his statement leaves me rather at a loss. With
regard to Germany, the. bercentage he refers to is of
perfectly trained and equipped soldiers ready to take
the field in war; soldiers on a war footing. With re-
gard to our own country the.percentage he refers to
includes our soldiers on war footing, i. e. the one. just,-
equable comparison who I take to be something under
six per cent. of'males of a military age in our popu-
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navy, and all aur boys’ brigades, and all those who
room  on ever have undergone training, and an 'enormous num-
ber of people who quite certainly have never had a
ritle in their hands, and, in two words, between 60 and
70 per cent. of our male populace, as he says. (And
all these are included—boys as well—in the Honorary
Secretary’s estimate of those “fitted .to take  theip
place in the line of battle!” My only comment is that
the comparison simply has no meaning. for me, no.
bearing whatever. Judged in such a remarkable man-
ner, not 53 but 100 per. cent. of the male populace. of
Germany is the figure to quote. I would add that T
am_informed that some ten thousand men annually
enlist from the militia into the line, and that g large:
number of Army Reserve men enter the militia, and
that both these sections are counted twice over.

- The Roydl United Service Journal in Kebruary
1900, published a table which seems to me finally to
dispose. of the Honorary Secretary’s arguments and
figures. This table includes all ‘volunteers with regard
to Great Britain; while; with regard to other -coun~- "
tries, 4t ‘includes only men who actually have served, i
or are serving, their time in the army. It will be seen
that this table places Great Britain’s army on war
footing at a very generous figure, which most authori-
tles call muca too high for truth.
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One day, not many years ago, a small and impu-
dent pupil demanded the half sheep instead of the
money. The bursar flew into g terrible rage, reported
‘the matter to the doctor, and succeeded in Obtaining
for the boy a souna flogging. 3

The young scamp, however, received a compensa-~
tion for his smarts. The next day after his corporal
punishment' he met his tutor, who happened to be a
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A Song of January
'Twas Joy that laid the passing year,
'Tis Joy that speeds the new;
Hath been and is in you.
All joy that I have known, my dear,
All peace and hope of peace, my dear,
Forever lives 'in you.

Like Janus, who with faces twain
Kept watch in ancient’ Rome,
My love shall front old days again.
And days that are to come,

So, in this month of Janus, here
Where merge the old and. new,
How’er my Joy may: turn, my dear,

It must envisage you.

Its future reacheth far;
Beyond the edge of time it runs,
- Beyond the utmost  star.

‘Twas Joy that laid the passing year,
'Tis Joy that speeds the new;
All joy that I have known, my dear, .
_Hath been and is in you, ;
All peace and hope of peace, my dear,
Forever lives in you.
—Catholic Standard and Times-
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