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PROSPERITY AMONG AMERICAN
FARMERS.

Secretary Wilson of the United States
Department of Agriculture has issued a
report respecting the results of the year’s
agricultural operations. It is ome re-
markable for the high degree of pros-
perity it indicates among the farmers.
Irom it we learn that the yield. of cere-
als has broken all records. This is
mainly due, we are told, to the garner-
ing of a truly remarkable crop of corn,
but 'is also due to bountiful yields of
wheat, oats and barley. Hay, pota-
toes, tobacco, rice and sugar crops have
been under rather than over the average;
but this-has been more than compensat-
ed, for by the excellent prices that have
ruled.

The value of the whole of the crops
referred to, including dairy products, for
1905 has been $3,355,000,000, as com-
pared with $3,306,953,000 for 1904, or
mnearly 900,000,000 of an increase. To
these have been added the value of the
cotton crop, and $500,000,000 as' the
product of the “humble hen.” So that
the total valuation of the crop product
for 1905 is given at $6,415,000,000, an
excess of 4 per cent. over 1904, of 8 per
cent. over 1903, and 36 per cent. over
1899. The secretary in his report
brings out the fact that the total exports
of agricultural products in 16 years
have amounted to $12,000,000,000, or
enough to buy out all the railways of tlle
country at their own valuation, and this
the result simply of the surplus of pro-
ducts for which there was no demand at
home. The Northwestern states for the
first time are showing large savings, gmd
the wvalue of land is increasing visibly
by leaps and bounds. Bradstreet’s says
that as the result of an enquiry the sge-
vetary finds that the farms of the coun-
try have increased 33.5 per cent. in five
years, as against a gain of only 25 per
cent..in the preceding decade. ‘Lue west
end south, of course, show the largest
gains in value per acre. The cotton
farms have increased in value $460,000,-
000, so that it might be said that during
the past five years the cotton plantations
have had six crops, one of them a perma-
nent investment promising to pay a’ good
return year by year. Hay and g&%n
farms snow an increase of $2,000,000,-
000; livestock farms a still larger gain;
dairy farms, $369,000,000; tobacco
farms, $5¢,000,000; rice farms, $3,300,-
000; fruit farms, $97,000,000, and vege-
table farms, $113.000,000. The secre-
tary summarizes this all by saying that
the country’s farms have increased $3,-
500,000. per day in value every day in the
past five years. :

Similar conditions exist in Canada,
and the result of enquiry on similar lines
would probably show even greater gains
in this country, much greater, we shou}d
say. - The important fact, however, in
connection with the foregoing is the ef-
fect it will have, and is having, upon
Canada.  The available lands in the
United States, leaving irrigated tracts
out of the question, have been taken up
and exploited. The holders of lands
in the Western states, and to some ex-
tent in the Pacitic coast states, are sell-
ing out to the eastern farmers at largely
enhanced values, and are now logking to
Canada as a place for investment. This
accounts for the rush of 'i-mmigrgltipn of
which we spoke yesterday, the limits to
whiech it is hard to set. The only dan-
ger ahead to Canada is the Americaniz-
ing of the Northwest, the portion of the
Dominion to wkich must ultimately, on
account of population, be shifted the cen-
tre of political gravity.

THE COLONIAL CONFERENCE.

considerable corres-
pendence going on between the Colonial
Secretar~ s office and the governments
of the warious self-governing colonies
with' reference to the holding of the
next colonial conference. The last was
held in 1902, and if has been proposed to
hold another in 1906. The replies re-
ceived by Lord Lyttleton were of a mix-
ed character' and to some extent embar-
rassine. He suggested not only that
the title Imperial Council should be sub-
stituted for Colonial Conference, but that
& permanent commission of enquiry

should be established to assist the coun-
¢il, very much on the lines advocated by
Sir Frederick Pollock. Several of - the
colonial governments have notified their
agreement witll the suggestions of His
Majesty’s government, but in a number
of instances a complete answer has not
been received. £ 3

In view of circumstances which have
transpired in connection with the visit
of Sir Frederick Pollock, the answer of
Canada to Lord Lyttleton’s proposal is
rather significant. Sir Wilfrid Imuri-
er, at least we assume that the corres-
pondence was carried on in the name of
the Prime Minister. suggested that the
conference should be styled the Imperial
Conference instead of the Imperial Coun-
¢il, and promised to give full considera-
tion to the proposal to appoint a perma-
ment commission, at fhe same time ex-
pressing doubt as to its usefulness. Na-
tal, Cape Colony and Australia sent re-
plies favorable to the proposal, -while
New Zealand’s answer was delayed ow-
ing to the holding of the elections. New-
foundland expressed the opinion that
the present method of calling the con-
ference was the best that could be de-
vised. The London Times thinks that
the answer of Newfoundland is the least
satisfactorv of the lot, although its com-
ments on the renly of Canada indicate
'{hnt it is not as satisfactory as it might
e.

It would annear that, reading between
the lines, the visit of Sir Frederick Pol-
lock was more or less inspired, and an
incident in connection with it is worthy
of mention. It will be remembered that
‘when Sir r'rederick reached Victoria,
which was the last place touched before
returning to the East, that his pro-
gramme was a definite one, and evi-
denced no change of base from that of
the first interview he gave out upon his
arrival in Canada. He had in the
meantime visited all the principal cities
from ocean to ocean and came in contaet
with a great many representative men.
We called attention to it at the time,
and it.is quite significant that the mnext
occasion on which Sir Frederick gave
utterance to his views was at Montreal,
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There has been

There he snoke for the first time of 31

change of view. He stated, in effect,
that after a visit from oue end of Uan-
ada to the other he had come to the con-
clusion that an imperial council on the
lines he had advocated ‘was not practica-
ble for the present, or tnat it was -prem-
ature, although ‘he still held to tue feasi-
bilitv and desirability of an Imperial de-
partment of intelligence. Now that we
have the purport of Sir Wilfrid’s reply
to Lord Lrvttleton’s proposal we can sup-
ply reasons for Sir Frederick’s change
of heart. 3

Sir Frederick went straight from Vic:
toria and interviewed members of the
government, presumably Sir Wilfrid
himself so that in speaking at Montreal
he evidently ecnoed the impressions he
had received at the -Canadian capital.
The Lonuon Times. in referring to the
Canadian reply to Lord Lyttleton’s de-
spateh, says:

“Sir Wilfrid Laurier is a leader of a
partv which is to a very large extent de-
pendent on the votes of French-Canadi-
Ans, Now, thoroughly loyal as the
French-Canadians are, and contentel
with existing conditions of the Empire,
they are inclined to be a.little suspicious
of any cnanges towards closer union .of
the Empire.

“It is conceivable that the proposal
may be misrepresented as  being a
change in the direction of a diminution
of their autonomy of military contriba-
tions. When they realize that neither
of these dangers is to be apprehended in
the least degree as a consequence of these
proposals they will no doubt be prepared
to come into line with the great body of
opinion in Canada and the Empire.”

In the meantime it has been definitely
ascertained that the proposed conference
will be postponed until 1907. There
may have been, as is alleged, reasons for
this on account of the inability of all
the colonies to be represented, but, whe-
ther or not, the turn of events in Great
Britain makes ‘it very desirable that
there should have been a postponement,
A change of sovernment.has taken place
and there will be a general election held,
and the new government will be busy
with Parliament and the rearrangement
of polic-"consequent upon the result of
the election.  In 1907 the country will
have settled down to the routine of poli-
tics. the wovernment will have had time
to consider fully the auestions to be
brought forward for discussion, and the
Imperialists, whether we consider them
as Chamberlainites, or as fiscal reform-
ers, or as advocates simply of a great-
er degree of Imperial unity, will have
bad an opportunity to continue their
campaign of educating public sentiment.
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THE RAILWAY’'S REPLY TO COAST
MERCHANTS.

The official reply of the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company to the com-
plaints made by the boards of trade of
the British Columbia coast cities, and
filed with' the railway commission, has
been published. From the railway
point of view it cannot but be regarded
as very strong and very complete.
As presented by the memorandum in
question, “the complainants base their
complaint upon a comparison of the
rates upon all elasses of commodities
from Vancouveér to interior points in
British Columbia "and Alberta, with
rates on similar classes of traffic from
Winnipeg to points in Alberta and
British Columbia, and allege that
owing  to .the great disparity in  the
mileage, the rates from Vancouver to
the said points should be lower than,
or shoulds at . lepst be equal to, the
rates from Winnipeg.

“This so-called discrimination the
complainants allege destroys the nat-
ural advantages which the coast cities
possess from their geographical poai-

tion, and the complainants endeavor to
establish the unreasonableness of the
rates upon the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way by comparison withh the rates
charged for similar distances in Amer-
ican territory.”

In dealing with the subject of the
complaints the railway company
divides its reply into several heads,
and replies seriatim as to: (1) The
natural geographical advantage of the
coast cities in serving interior points
of British Columbia and Alberta; (2)
the cost of operating the Pacific sec-
tion as compared with the prairie sec-
tions of the railway;  (3) the com-
parative eonditions of traffic east and
west; (4) a comparison of rates with
those of American lines in similar
territory; (5) the situation as affected
by ocean haulage; (6) the rights of
other towns for consideration. TUpon
all these points the company’s reply is
clear and unequivocal. The layman,
not familiar with the intricacy of rate
matters, however, will find some diffi-
culty in following closely the argu-
ments based on rate classifications,
and coming to certain definite conclu-
sions. For this reason, the decision
of the railway commission: will be
looked forward to with a large dagree
of interest, and the pity is that that
body does not include in its personnel
a practical traffic expert, capable of
approaching the subject with a pro-
fessional knowledge of facts and con-
ditions which enter into the dispute.

Taking the matters dealt with :n
the C. P. R. reply in their order:

(1) It is denied that the coast cities
have any natural geograpRical rela-
tion to the markets of the interior and
Alberta, except the natural products
of the 'Pacific slope, or commodities
manufactured in that district; for
example, such commodities as dried or
canned fruits, canned salmon, lumber
and shingles, sugar, etc., or in respect
of commodities which, in the natural
course of trade, are transported via
Vancouver to points in British Colum-
bia and\ Alberta, for instance, traffic
from the Orient, such as teas, rice,
sago, silks and other products of the
East. It cannot be Held to exist in
relation to products which it is neces-
sary to ship from the East to Van-
couver and Victoria past Winnipeg,
Calgary and Nelson and then haul
back again. The company’s reply
affirms that in such natural products
as British Columbia has to sell and
those which it imports from the Orient
the coast cities Mave already a lower
rate to interior and Alberta points
than the eastern cities, and it fur-
nishes comparative tables to prove it.
For lnstancz on camned fruit and
salmon the Mite is made up by adding
the through rate to Winnipeg to the
local rate from Winnipeg to Calgary,
or $1.42 per 100 lbs., whereas the rate
from Vancouver to Calgary on similar
goods is 9lc.

(2) The cost of hauling cars over the
mountains is said to be double that of
hauling them on the .prairie, and
figures have been submitted to the
railway commission showing details of
cost in each case. *

(3) Owing to conditions of traffic as
they exist at the present time, large
numbers of empty cars have to be
hauled to the coast in order to accom-
modate eastbound traffic, which pro-
portionately increases the cost of
mountain haulage.

(4) With respect to conditions on
the American side In corresponding

| ing.

territory, it is pointed out tHat the] at the outset. W held that the edu-

rates from Seattle do not permit the
merchants there to do business within
100 miles west of Spokane, except in
certain commodities which originate
on the coast; an8 it is further stated
that the rates on American lines from
the coast eastward are higher than
on the C. P. R. to corrpesonding terri-
tory; and the reply emphasizes the
fact that this is true in face of the
fact that the population is 180,000 (last
census) and in Washington and Ore-
gon over 1,250,000, a
greatly affecting the volume of traffic.

(6) In referring to this matter in a
previous issue, we suggested that what
was probably a strong factor in the
situation was a - discrimination -in
favor of eastern manufacturers over
ocean traffic to Vancouver, and inci-
dentally, in favor of the C. P. R.s
own business. In goods imported to
Vancouver and Victoria via the Horn
in sailing vessels and the Blue Funnel
line of steamers, the C. P. R. loses not
only the ocean freight, but the long
haul across the continent. This class
of goods includes iron and iron. manu-
factures, glass, cement, whiskey,
woolens, ete., etc. The reply of the
C. P. R. confirms the suspicion we
had formed. It refers to the detri-
ment occasioned to eastern manutag-
turers, who are feeling the competi-
tion. This is altogether the weakest
point in the deferice. The coast cities
should be permitted to have the ad-
vantage which their position on the
ocean affords them. In other words,
that there should be no artificial im-
pediment to trade following- its natural
channels. The eastern’ manufacturer
has the tariff and long distance to
protect him, and the goods coming by
way of the Horn should be dealt with
in the C. P. R. tariffs as originating
on the Pacific Coast, the same as
goods coming from the Orient. Brit-
ish Columbia ‘willingly submits to a
protective tariff, which weighs more
heavily on it than on any other part
of Canada, in the general interests of
Confederation.

(6) The strongest phase of the C.
P. R. case is in reference to the rights
of other towns for consideration. Ed-
monton, Calgary, Nelson, Revelstoke
and other points are clamoring :for
terminal rates. They naturally ask,
if the complaints of the coast boards
of trade are well founded, why they
should not get rates having relation to
their distance from supply centres, as
well as Vancouver and Victoria, and
become distributing centres for certain
areas on equal terms. Supposing their
demands are acceded to, what effect
will it have on our wholesale trade in
the interior? Might not that follow
as a logical solution of the issues
raised? Would we be better or
worse off as a consequence?

SHOULD BE ABOVE SUSPICION.

Hon. A. B. Aylesworth,.[!ostmuste?-
general, is calling down criticism on his
head, on aecount of his st_lll appearing
in court, notwithstanding this position in
the " government. It is’understood that
it was one of the stipulations made by
Mr. Aylesworth, before accepfing a
portfolio, that he should not be debarred
from carrying on his professional work
in court. Sir Wm. Mulock retired from
his position as postmaster-general on ac-
count of the strain of work, and ‘ac-
cepted in preference a judgeship. It is
possible that Mr. Aylesworth’s capacity
for work is so much greater that he can
fill Sir William’s shoes and at the same
carry on his private .practice. Neyer-
theless there are some persons who are
sceptical on that score. It is evident,
too, that his conceptiohs of ‘the duty
which he owes to the state are not so
lofty as to cause him to saerifice any
private interests while looking after pub-
He affairs. - There are objections of an
ethical character to a member of the
Dominion government practicing before
judges who owe their “position to it, or
who may be looking for promeotion or
extra judicial employment. The Toron-
to World remarks that judges, like Cae-
sar’s wife, should be above and beyond
suspicion, and as a member of the 26v-
ernment Mr. Aylesworth should pro-
tect them from it.

— 00—
A PERPLEXING SITUATION.

Hon. Walter Scott, premier of Sas-
katchewan, is between the devil and
the deep sea. Archbishop Langevin
blames Mr. Haultain for establishing
the present system of schools in the
new provinces, by which a great many
of the rights and privileges of the
Catholics have been taken away.
After enumerating the defects of the
system for which Mr. Haultain is re-
sponsible, the venerable Archbishop
remarks:

“In view, of these facts, how could
Catholics give reason to their con-
science and vote in favor of Haultain
and of candidates who recognize him
as their chief and leader, whom they
are bound to obey? THE CATHO-
LICS SHOULD THEN UNITE AND
VOTE FOR THOSE WHO ARE IN
FAVOR OF THE ACTUAL SYSTEM
OF SEPARATE SCHOOLS, * * #
““Now is the time to show that we
are a factor in political affairs. Let
us unite and cast our VOTE FOR
THE LEADERS WHO FAVOR SEP-
ARATE SCHOOLS AND THEIR
FOLLOWERS.”

The foregoing statements are ex-
plicit enough to leave no doubt in the
mind of any person as to their mean-
Hon. Walter Scott is pledged to
support the school system established
by Mr. Haultain, but denounced by
Archbishop Langevin as having de-
prived Catholics of many rights. This
system has been held up by the Lib-
erals as as nearly perfect as possible,
and devoid of the objections to Sep-
arate schools in other provinces.

Yet the Archbishop asks the' Cath-
olic electors to vote for the Liberal
leader because he is in favor of * the
actual system of public schools,” and
not the existing system, which he re-
gards as neither fish, flesh nor good
red herring. If Mr. Scott repudiates
the support of His Grace at this junc-

.ture he will offend a large element of

the electorate. If he accepts the sup-
port of His Grace on the grounds
alleged he will have committed him-
self, to a programme of “actual system
of separate' schools” as desired by the
hierarchy, and must stultify his own
position and that of his party on the
school question. :

Considering Scott’s pronounced atti-
tude in favor of the present system,
which Archbishop Langevin condemns,
there is an evident misunderstanding
as to the terms of the bargain some-
where. Probably 'His Grace did not
understand that when Sir Wilfrid
Laurier handed over the new prov-
inces to him that there were to be
premiers in charge who had any other
views than his own on the subject.
There may be mérious trouble aboeut
the delivery of the goods.

The thing that is most clear about
the Archbishop’'s letter is that the
hierarchy is not satisfied with the
school system of the new provinces,
and that it affords several grievances.
This brings the situation back to the
point of a prediction the Cololniat made

circumstance,

cational ordinances of the Northwest
Territories. embodied latently all- the
powers granted in‘ the Act of 1875,
which, however, could ‘be, and were,
28 a matter of fact, exercised at the
will of the Northwest Assembly.
Under the educational clauses of the
Autonomy Acts these latent powers in
respect to separate schools referred to
become part of the constitution, which
the educational minority can claim as
a right, irrespective of the views of
the government or the provincial legis-
lature.

It is manifestly clear from the tone
of the pastoral emanating from St.
Boniface that it' is not proposed to
be satisfied with the system as it is
at present in the new provinces, and
that-one of the first moves to be made
will be a demand for the “actual sys-
tem of separate schools” provided for
in the Northwest Act of 1875. _This,
whether it be in accord with public
sentiment or not, the new provinces
will be bound to grant to the full
extent of the rights and privileges of
the Catholic minority-at that time. It
will be demanded, not as a privilege
or as a favor from the majority, but
as a constitutional right afirmed by
the Dominion parilament in the year
of our Lord 1905, °

AN OUTSTANDING EVIL.

A short time ago we called attention
to the evils of adulteration, which are
exceedingly prevalent. . There is noth-
ing that we eat or drink or wear or take
as medicine that is not subject to.adul-
teration of some kind. 1If Tennyson
could truthfully refer to it in his time
as the great sin of the age, in what cate-
gory can we place it at the present time
in order to instituté a fair comparison
with twenty-five or fifty years ago?

The Department of Inland -Revenue
has announced that in the matter of
Spices' and condiments action will be
taken to lessen the evil, from which we
conclude that it is the intention to en-
force the'law with greater vigor than
formerly. But spices and condiments
are the least important of the fields in
which reform shonld take place. - In the
opinion of many food authorities spices
and condiments, however pure, are an
evil in themselves; but if only from the
standpoint of commercial morelity it is
well that they should, good or bad, be
what they claim to be. :

Since the articles in the Colonist ap-

peared,” similar expressions of opinion
have been observed eisewhere, and the
war against adulteration and mischievous
admixture of whatever kind is becom-
ing general. As a consequence of an
aroused public sentiment action wil
doubtless be taken by the authorities
at Ottawa, and if the present laws and
machinery for their enforcement are not
sufficient it is hoped that they will be
provided at the next session of parlia-
ment.
. The Ottawa Free Press, which is tak-
ing a prominent part in the agitation,
the other day pointed out the serious re-
sults following from the use of of wood
alcohol as a substitute for the customary
liquor.  Within the past few weeks, it
says, there have been reports from Man-
itoba, Western Ontario and elsewiiere
of strong men who have died from the
effects of drinking, pointing to the theory
that methylated spiris, aud not ordinary
whiskey, were responsible. - An inquest
In any of these cases would probably
have resulted in' a verdict of death from
drinking ““bad whiskey,” All liquors in
the sense of over -indulgenee are “bad,”
but the physical effects are quite differ-
ent.  The Quebeci Chronicle, in - com-
menting upon- the "¥ree Press article,
observes that “of a'ﬂ"the different adul-
terations, However,. !mt of liguor - has
been the most.common - and most exten-
sively praeticed; has been. in fact, made
a regular trade of, so that drummers
visit the country hotels and city saloous
with drugs for sale, intending to change
liquor, commonly known as whiskey, into
gin, brandy, Scotch ' whiske# and wine
at the choice of the purchaser, It is
nat too much to say that a gréat part
of the immoderate drinking, and of the
crimes induced thereby. has beén due to
the effect of these medicated drinks, ra-
ther than: to the -alcohol contained in
them,- and that it has been their fatal
influence which has, more than anything
else, enthralled the confirmed drunkard
and dulled his moral senses.”

Wood alcohol, owing to its cheapness,
offers a peculiar temptation to unserup-
ulous dealers to make money by using it
as an adulterant. It is a poison, the
use of Which, medical authorities inform
us, leads often to total blinduess and
in some cases death. ‘In outlying places
there are possibilities of it becoming a
serious menace to life.

“Under the licenise system.” the Free
Press says, ‘“the community is a partuer
in the liquor business, and should see to
the health of the people in this respect
quite as much as in the matter of sani-
tation.

“The time is not ripe for prohibition.
The socal conscience still requires much
educaton, but there is no one who does
not see the necessty of keeping the food
and drink of the people pure and healthy.

“Men who knowingly sell impure food
and poisonous liquor are no better than
sandbaggers and assassins, and shounld
be treated as such and should be severe-
ly punished.”

With these conclusions. we heartily
agree.. Bpt the adulteration of liquor,
bad as it is, is not more serious, indeed
Lot nearly so serious, as other forms. of
commercial adulteration. The use of
alcoholic beverages can be dispensed with
‘wholly, and, many think, with advan-
tage, but the necessaries of life cannot.
Adulteration is a form of fraud, and
should, whether the adulteration be
ha'rmtul or not, be punishable like the
crime of obtaining money under false
pretences. The nublic have no protec-
tion in the matter of goods put up in
packages or bottles. They must take
the label at its word. The label is the
manufacturer speaking, and if he sells
chicory for coffee or colored “apple jack”
for strawb®rries, he should be placed in
the same category with other. swindlers.
And there is still the more serious prac-
tice of using preservatives in food stuffs
and other injurious substitutes, which
is adding physical injury to fraud. Strin-
gent measures alone will remedy the
evil. Every man who adulterates should
be liable to eriminal prosecution and a
term in penitentiary.

AN EXPLICIT DENIAL.

The ruling habit is strong in life as
well as in death. The Times is re-
suming its - tactics which recently
brought it .into such disgrace. On
Wednesday it stated that at a secret
meeting of the Conservative Associa-
tion it was decided .to nominate a
Conservative for the approaching
mayoralty election, and particulars
were circumstantially alleged to give
a semblance of reality to: the state-
ment. After a good deal of discus-
sion, in which the opposition was said
to be in a hopeless minority, it was

-stated that Alderman Goodacre was

the choice of the meeting. Notwith-
standing a denial from Mr. McPhillips,
president of the assoclation, the Times
again asserts 'that although nothing
officially was done, the matter was in-
formally debated and acted upon. We
are in a position to state that neither
officially nor informally was the ques-
tion of the mayoralty or municipal
elections discussed at the meeting of

the Conservative . executive - referred
to. It did not come up in any form
and was not ‘considered. | The object
of the Times in this is quite apparent.
It is to introduce party lines into ‘the
coming campaign- and throw the, re-
sponsibility of such a course upon the
executive of the Conservative Asso-
ciation.

AMERICANS IN. THE WEST.

v i

The* Montreal Star discusses the
above subject, which is @ live and an
important ome. It is.somewhat in ‘ine
with the remarks made in another .col-
umn with respect to ‘the views expresseld
respecting the position the ‘Rev. Dr. Mec-
Laren has taken about the immigration
of foreignems from Central and South-
ern Europe, except that we have-an en-
tirely different class of people to deal
with, and an entirely different set cf
conditions to consider. In one case, we
have men and women who represent the
highest intelligence of .the American
nation, and who belong to the same
race and share the same privileges of
free and representative institutions, a'-
tied in spirit and form, ‘with our own.
They represent an addition to our popu-
lation in'every way desirable, a. people
of enterprise, ambition, practical to the
finger points, who are familiar with z.md
have had to work out.problems similar
to ours, and people, too, as a ruie,
with considerable means to start lite
with. The * only consideration which
their coming in numbers involves is of
a political nature: What effect will it
have on the political future of the morth-
west? That they will exercise &n‘in-
fluence is: undoubted.  Will that in-
fluence be of 'such a character as to ma-
terially alter the complexion of North-
west ' political thought and. affect : the
relations, political, commereial and oth-
erwise, between Canada and the United
States? That is a serious question, and
not so easy to answer, because we can-
not predict with safety as to the fu-
ture.- On the other side of the line ths
political economists evidently think it
will. A specil agent of the American
department of commerce and labor has
recently visited the Canadian West to
study the situgtion there, and he reports
that for years to come ‘“‘the dominating
influence in the Canadian Northwest as
relates to markets, and. possibly pubiic
affairs, will be that of settlers from the
United ‘States.” - - :

This the Star thinks, is an exaggerated
view ‘of the sibuation. It és one never-
theless which should be kept closely in
mind.. Of whateyer nature the effect
will . be it is bound to increase  from
the increase of interest manifested in
Canadian affairs in- the - United States,
and the acoceleration of the movement
of emigration. hitherward. .

The New York Evening Sun summar-
izes the movement as- dollows: “The
American exodus began-in 1898 with a
total of 12,000 for the year; the max-
imum was reached in 1903, when 49,473
Americans, mostly farmers, invaded e
Canadian Northwest. - In 1904 the num-
ber declined to. 45,000, and for this year
the estimace is 33,000.” To this it adds
that the permission to bring hougehold
goods, animals and agricultural impla-
ments in- free-has led to the tramsfer
already of property to the value of ten
million dollars, ..Nor does it imagine that
these settlers will fail to become nat-
uralized and so secure the right to as-
sist in their own government.

Naturally the existence of a lag'g\e
American population there is attracting
the attention of the American manufa:-
turers and wholesalers. These -peop}e
are accustomed to ‘American goods, in
the same way as English people are
accustomed ¢o English -goods, and pra-
fer them for a time at least. . The exis-
tence of such a large element of, Ameri-
cans caunot’ but be favorable to. a. great-
er degree of reciprocity in order to fac-
itate  the buying of = their own goods:
The exceptional situation of the Nortn-
west is in iteelf favorable to the cuin-
vation of views of reciprocal trade. Wiil
that element ‘be eventually large enougn
to turn the tide in Canada in ¢hat di-
rection? Immigration, much as we en-
courage it, is also creating new and dif-
fiicult problems for us.

The Montreal Star arrives at a con-
clusion which seems to be a  propar
one ,and oune that is in harmony with
the views of the great majority of Can-
adians. It is this: While Canadians
will be very willing to discuss reciprocity
with their meighbors at any time, ani
while there are undoubtedly changes in
the two opposing tariffs which migat Le
made to our mutual advantage, the Can-
adign manufacturer will be as eager to
keep the growing market of the west as
the American manufécturer is to get it.
The Eastern Canadian has made some
serious ' sacrifices in the past 10 - equip
the West and has fairly earned his share
in the advmiges which will come to ~he
entire nation by its present develo; ent,
No tariff should ' be  written or’:uin-
tained which® will ‘cripple. the - Weést .r
hinder its growth; but what a national
tariff can do to turn the profits-of Can-
adian development into Canadian pock-
ets, it will be entirely proper amd pa-
triotic for it to do.

S A L
HONEST FOODSTUFF.

We are very glad to know that the
campaign’ agdainst- the ‘adulteration = of
food is taking practical shape. -In Van-
couver the officers of the Inland Revenue

SHE 15 WAITING FOR YOU

to show your apprec¢iation.
Why not—this Xmas—
present her with” one of
our Ladies’ Hand ‘Bags.
We have some new pat-
terns, just in- from New
York, and have a ve

large stock from which to
ahle. i s
You will find her favorite
perfame here too, : : .:

Cyrus H. Bowes
98 Government Street

Near Yates Street

SHOTBOLT'S “ORIGINAL” BALSAM OF ANISEED

First made at: Horncastle, England, over one hundred years ago.
NEW.SAMPLE SIZE .......0 0o oot ...25 cents

ONLY' AT

NOTROLTS PIONEER DRUS STORE ™~ stamsmeshe. o 59 JORNSON STREE

'Liqliid ~Spécials for Xmas

¥ sonm Per ‘Bottle.
NATIVE :PORT . couii's5radssi 188
ST. AUGUSTINE PORT...... .50
SPANISH PORT .. 100
OLD SPANISH PORT ....... 150
COOKING SHERRY ........ .50
SPANISH 'SHERRY“-......... 1.00
OLD ‘DRY - SHERRY .........$1.50

Per Bottle,

WATSON'S SCOTCH
GLENLIVET SCOTCH
CANADIAN RYE

VICTORIA LAGER BEER, 2
bottles for

CASCADE LIGHT

BEER, 3 bottles for ..

DIXI H. ROSS & CO.

CHRISTMAS FRUIT IMPORTERS
111 GOVERNMENT STREET

Department are moving and there s
likely :to' be a crusade gemerally. - The
law is that the manufacturer, if his
goods are mot pure, must label them
“compound,” or indicate’ the true mature
of the contents in-some other definite
way. It is stated.that when the offi-
cers go'into ‘the shops to buy a special
brand of canned goods it is handed over
'smilingly with a .“‘thank you” for - the
proffered’ coin; but.that as soon as it. is
explained that the ‘goods are for analy-
sis the buyers are informed. that the ar-
ticle is not' pure and contains 8o and so.
This is significant if true, and is evidence
that adulterated food is being sold with
the knowledge of the fact. - It is possible
to pursue ‘the policy of" honest_ trade
marks and pure -goods.to the point at
which fraud can only be perpetrated at
the grave risk of the manufacturer and
vendor. The public will hail the day.

.............‘........'..,.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
{The Editor does mot hold him.~

self responsible for views expressed
by correspondents.)

BUGABOO IRON MINES.

Sir—It was with' much satisfaction that
I read in’ your good paper that the Bug-
aboo iron mines on thé Gorden river had
been sold. Not since .the finding of coal
on the Island has so valuable a move been
made towards the solid building up of the
Island. What the opening up of these
enormous  bodies of iron ore,mean.to th}s
Island will- be a revelation to many. No
company need hesitate to bulld big up-to-
date Works. Nature has been lavish;
everything required by  them les within
easy radius for the production of the best
iron and steel. - Nor need they fear that
those "iminense deposits will give out in
generations, for bésides the Bugaboo mines
there ‘is ‘the Newton properties, Bairds
and others, and within four miles of salt
water -are the minés” owned and crown-
granted by the Young brothers; they have
spent over six. thousand dollars.in_ opening

up. thelr -properties; they have . thousands |

of-tons of iron:ore in sight, and their as-
says give the highest: tests. The mines
are not -the only. valuable assets on the
Gordon and San Juan -rivers. :The'timber,
comprising spruce, cedar, fir, etc., are the
best; nothing better. can be found on.the
Island. We will see In a short 'time giant
strides towards prosperity if these works
are ' built on this Island.

A WELL-WISHER FOR THE ISLAND.

(R S e e R
AN UNFORTUNATE INSTRUCTOR.

St. Jobn Sun.

A writer in the London Morning  Post,
whose article on the treaty making power
in Canada is reprinted by the Halifax
Herald, informs the British reader that
most Canadians .desire the creation of a
foreign office at Ottawa. In support of
this contention he tells -the. old: story of
the Ashburton and Alaska treaties, mak-
ing blunders in each narrative. MThe Hali-
fax Herald contradicts this writer's inter-
pretation of Canadian public opinion, and
corrects the . statement that the Ashbur-
ton treaty ‘‘forever shut off the Dominjon
from a suitable port on the Atlantie.” It
seems to: the Herald that a writer who
undertakes .to enlighten the British peaple
on such matters should not “‘ignore the
gxllge:ﬁ? of two such ports as HaMfax and

t. =2 -

It might be further remarked that a
writer who endeavors to throw. light on
these treaties and who discusses gnestions
of geography and history should know that
the “Ashburton compromise’—as he calls
ft—was not concerned with' any question
of sea ports. The area in dispute was not
on the seaboard, and if Britain had obtain-
€d all-she claimed, Canada would have had
neither more nor less ports on the Atlantic
than she has now.

—— e

And now ' Premier McBride has been
guilty, while .in . Montreal, of calling
upon 8ir Thos. Shaughnessy, -the presi-
dent of the C. P. R. . He is.also about
to commit the unpardonable sin of going
to New York .and ' Boston. ' 'We ‘shall
have John Oliver demanding a royal
commission when the house sits in order
to find out what was the details of the

conversation between the premier and

the president, and why the went beyond
the confines of Canada. ' A premier who
cannot go' away ' from home without

arousing horrible suspicion at every iturn
he makes should be sumimarily evicted

from office and the confidence of the
people. He should remember that the
Liberals have a. private detective sei-
vice and it is evidently on his track.

i

The Montreal Witness is one of the
oldest’ papers in Canada and has al-
ways had the reputation.of being emi-
nently respectable. It has just cele-
brated its diamond jubilee  and  has
been receiving the congratulations of
its readers from all parts of Canada.
What the Globe under the direction of
the Hon. George Brown formerly was
to the Scotch residents: of Upper
Canada, the Witness has been and still
is,- to a . large extent, to - the Old
Country . element . in the lower prov-
inces, and especially to the Scottish
Presbyterians, : - . , s

Lever's Y-Z (Wise Head) Disinfectant
Soap Powder is better than other powders,
88 it is both sosp and disinfectant. a4

E

CARD OF THANKS

‘Mrs. Ground and family desire to return
their most grateful thanks to their ‘many
friends for the admirable manner in which
the arrangements of her late son Victor's
funeral was conducted, -and alse.for the
attendance of the military .band . and 'the

different lodges represeated.

AND CO, LTD.

Have a splendid stock of
Specially Imported CAR-
PENTER'S TOOLS and
TOOL BOXES for : : :

ooty
CHRISTMAS
BIETS

piec S N S S e s )
—Also—
I. X. L. POCKET. KNIVES

R T S e R T

123 GOVERNMENT ST.
VICTORIA.

SATISFY YOURSELF

by looking at any horse wearing our har-
ness. Our samples are no better. They
can’'t be, because any harness that leaves
our hands is as good as it can possibly be
made in durability, in finish and in style.
Our prices are as low as is consistent
with the quality.

B. C. Saddlery Co., Ltd.

44 Yates St. Victoria, B. C,

The Sprolt:Shaw
BUSINESS

VANCOUVER, B. C.
336 HASTINGS ST., W.

Offers a Choice of 2 to 4 Positions

To every- graduate, Student.-alwnys in
Great Demand. J

Commercial, Pitman and Gregg Short-
hand, Telegraphy, Typewriting (on the six
standard makes of machines), and - Lan-
guages, taught by competent speclalists.

R. J. SPROTT, B. A, Principal.

H. A. SCRIVEN, B. A., Vice-Prineclpal,
L. M. REBEBTS, Gregg Shorthand.
H, C. SKINNER, Pitman Shorthand.

NOTICE ie hereby given that sixty days
after date, I intend to apply to the Hon.
the Chief Commissioner of Lands and
Works for permission to urchase the fol-
lowing described ldnd: “ommencing at a
post planted (and marked A. E. P., N. E.
C. P.) at the Northwest corner of Kit-
wangar Reserve (Indian), on the left bank
of the Skeena River, adjoining post mark-
ed J. R. Line, thence West 80 chains.
thence South 40 chains, thence East 80
chains, thence North 40 chains, to point
of commencement.

(Signed) ALFRED E. PRICE.

Dated 8th December, 1903, d9

S ———————————————————————

e e ——————
POULTRY AND LIVESTOCK

FOR 'SALE—Small Yorkshire pigs. Goepes,
Cadboro Bay. R d9

FOR SALE—Fine Clyde 4-year-old stal-
lion for sale at a reasonable figure;
sound, sure, and eplendidly built, F.
B. Pemberton, Viectoria, B. C. das

STRAYED

STRAYED—From Prospect Lake, brindle
cow branded “T"; bell attached to. col-
lar. Reward. " Address T. Alegander,
Heal P, O. n2s

\
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The ‘success of I
Linseed and Turp{
coughs and colds
well known value
gredients.

Linseed ‘helps b
protective coating
membranous lini
throat and brone
lieving the cough
Serious results fro

Turpentine disin
the inflamed and
the diseased air
especially effectivg
severe chest colds

Otheg‘ ingredien
Chase’s ‘Syrup of
tine have a soothi
irritated nerves
effect ‘o’ the wh(
this great medicing
mere cough mixt
cure for, coughs,
chitis, whooping
similar affections,

To protect you
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every bottle of D:

Linseed and Turg
portrait and signa
Chase, the famous
25 @enits & bottle, 8




