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ANTARCTIC MYSTERY. IjKHÏÏ, Sï?

got caught In the pack ice as the winter 
came on and stuck there three months, 
without coming to any great* harm. Nansen 
says -that the Antarctic ice pack is 1 
dangerous than that of the Arctic, for the 
open ocean is so much hlgger that It re­
duces the probability ot severe pressure in 
the pack, the ice floating about more freely.

The Antarctic region has taken the lives 
of fewer explorers than the frozen North, 
into which Andree and his men have been 
the last to disappear. But the open sea 
which separates the Antarctic belt of bro­
ken ice from the mainland Is frightfully 
rough, and the difficulties of making a 
landing over the vertical Ice cliffs, rarely 
less than 150 feet high, are appalling. Not 
only does the sea forever lash itself to fury 
at their base, but powerful currents drive 
the ice to and fro wherever man would 
land, as if Nature were doing her best to 
keep what is now her biggest secret, so far 
as geography is concerned.

This mainland, which Ross touched in 
1842, he named Victoria Land, and this is 
the name prfnted on the maps on the fringe 
of terra Anna jutting out from the vast 
blank space around the pole. It was he, 
also, who discovered Mont Erebus, the vol­
cano designated on those maps. He dis­
covered, likewise, a great mountain range, 
and since then explorers have found vol­
canos in eruption on the side of the con­
tinent opposite Victoria Land.

Fifty years later Borchgrevink, follow- 
inging Ross' route, got through the Ice pack 
Into the open ocean In a little over a month, 
and had the first look at Victoria Land of 
anyone since Ross sailed away from it 50 
years before. Although he managed 
the satisfaction of setting foot o 
mainland, he narrowly missed paying for 

with his life, for the 
floating Ice nearly carried him away while 
he was trying to return to the ship. After 
sailing back through the open sea he man­
aged to get through Its icy boundary in 
only six days.

PROVINCIAL NEWSwere miners who worked for Solomon, and 
as these newly found ruins are Identical 
with them In character, they furnish addi­
tional testimony in support of the belief 
that the world is on the track of King 
Solomon’s famous mines at last.

In his report Dr. Peters refer to the old 
tradition that half a day’s journey from the 
river Mansoro Is a fort* named Massapa, 
and that near this is the “great mountain 
of Fura, very rich In gold, and there are 
people who say that this name of ‘Fura’ 
Is a corruption of the name Ophir.” It Is 
this mountain In which are Cyclopean ruins, 
according to the story. It was to find these 
ruins that Dr. Peters made. his journey 
from the Zambesi; he conclded that the 
Mulra- is the Mansoro of the old maps, and 
he investigated that territory.

He found ruins there, of which he says: 
“The ruin is about two mites distant from 
Inja-ka-Fura. I went to this ruin in the 
aftemoo|i with Herr Gramann, and we as­
cended it, undoubtedly the first whites who 
have done so for centuries, as Mr. Puzey 
had only looked at it from the bottom.
• * * We stood in a courtyard before an 
ancient Cyclopean wall, partly fallen to 
pieces, partly rising up to 12 feet to 15 feet 
in height. With a feeling of awe I stood in 
the midst of these remains of ancient, very 
ancient, human activity. We discovered 
toward the centre of the top another 
ground wall along the edge of the top led 
me to believe that a second wall formerly 
ran round the platform - Itself . Why the 
old conquerors chose this spot for their fort 
is easy to see. The Muira touches the bot­
tom of the hill, so water was handy. A 
second river we have discovered at the 
back of the ruin. 1 am certain we shall 
find still more of these Cyclopean build­
ings.”

With this first authentic news from Dr. 
Peters’ expedition the "tongues of the Bri­
tish officials who have in their charge the 
affairs of Africa have been loosened suffi­
ciently for them to acknowledge that the 
explorer’s trip is not in the interests of 
Germany, as his previous expeditions have 
been, but In the interests of British Africa 
pure and simple. And the big men In Sont 
Africa have admitted even more—they ad­
mit now that Dr. Peters and his British 
colleagues, among whom are men of the 
British army, have been directly, charged 
with “the exploration and exploitation of 
the auriferous territories on the southern 
affluents of the Zambesi.”

“Of course," said one of the officials re­
cently, “we couldn’t afford to invite ridi­
cule by announcing in so many words that 
what we were after was the rediscovery 
and acquisition of the lost mines of Ophir. 
But that Is what we have sent this expedi­
tion for, and we have every reason to be­
lieve that it has a fair chance to flhd them. 
For many years hard-headed and prosaic 
but enterprising capitalists have been en­
couraging and helping Biblical scholars, an­
tiquarians and geographers, to puzzle out 
the problem of the territory In which these 
mines probably are. And an immense mass 
of testimony has been gathered, with the 
result that enough money was forthcoming 
from shrewd and unimaginative men to fit 
out this expedition. The world soon will 
hear remarkable news from the Zambesi.”

Dr. Carl Peters started on his expedition 
quietly, In the end of April. At the time 
his trip was dismissed without much talk, 
as being merely one of many lesser ex­
ploring enterprises. His second in com­
mand is Capt. George Silver, who com­
manded in the famous Black Watch till re­
cently, when he was relieved to take part 
In the romantic quest. Many mining ex­
perts accompany the expedition, which Is 
escorted by native Somalis.

The expedition was carefully and lavish­
ly equipped. The start Into the interior 
was made through Portuguese territory, 
the port of Chindi being selected as the 
most convenient. A stern wheel steamer, 
like those which were used with scuh good 
effect on the Nile in the Kitchener cam­
paign, was used to transport the party to 
the upper reaches of the Zambesi river, 
which were reached about a month ago.

Leper’s Flight
And Capture

as it was raining hard the body whs re­
moved to a. building in the old town.. It 
la quite evident from the letters left by 
the deceased that the deed was premedi­
tated, and his inability to proceed with the 
building was apparently the imihediate 
cause for the rash deed, 
was well known to many In town; ,be had 
a splendid education and was a fluent 
writer. Before coming to Fernie' he had 
been a resident of Orillia, Ont., where he 
held the position of postmaster for a num­
ber of years. The body was interred here 
on Tuesday afternoon.—FrOe Press.

Texada Is
Now Booming.

Important Discoveries of New 
Sources of Ore Supply 

Newspaper Projected.

The Sawmill In Operation—An 
Eminently Practical Mining 

Course Proposed.

:Latest Attempt to Add to Scant 
Knowledge of Polar\ 

Affairs.

GREENWOOD.
The deceasedGreenwood, Aug. 10.—James Wilkes, 

organizer for the Western Federation of 
Miners, has been here for several days, 
and last night organized a union at 
Phoenix, and held a meeting here to­
night for a similar purpose. He reports 
a successful mission.

Dr. Douglas, son of William Douglas,
Q. C., Chatham, Ont., arrived here to­
day from the Yukon, with a view to 
settling in this part of the country. He 
says that so far as the medical profes­
sion in Dawson City is concerned it is 
very much overdone. The city too is, 
contrary to all expectations, very healthy 
this summer. The swamp is quite dry, 
and very few cases of sickness have 
occurred. There are few if any 
people going into that country. Taking 
it on the whole, a few hundred have 
made stakes, but the great majority 
have made little or nothing. McDonald, 
the Klondike king, broke himself by 
going into all kinds of investments, and 
while he has the largest interests in the 
country, he had a good deal that was 
worthless, and was generally over­
loaded.

The firemen held another meeting last 
night and requisitioned the council for 
a hose wagon, a team of horses and a 
driver, and elected officers. They made 
arrangements for a firemen’s ball, to 
take place on the evening of Labor Day, 
September 4.

Mr. Mathison, superintendent of the 
Deaf and Dumb Institute, Belleville, 
Ont., arrived to-day to visit his son, Dr.
R. Mathison. He is very much pleased 
with the country. He reports the insti­
tution of which he Is head as steadily 
progressing. Before vacation there were 
260 on the roll. Nearly all the old pupils 
have done well.

The B. C. Wholesale Liquor Co., just 
organized with a capital of $30,000, has 
opened in Greenwood* with R. Grieger, 
late of Roesland, as manager. It is the 
intention of the company to erect a 
warehouse just as soon as the railway
g0-£g

J. R. Miller, Montreal, proprietor of 
the Miller block, has let the contract for 
repairs and remodelling of the building, 
so as to make it thoroughly modern. 
The contract price is $3,000.

A. Dobell, son of Hon. Mr. Dobell, 
Quebec, member of the Dominion 
emment, has been in Greenwood for 
several days on a vacation and looking 
over the country. His father is in 
Great Britain at the present time in 
connection with the fast Atlantic line. 
It is altogether probable that the pro­
posed subsidy will have to be increased 
in order that the project may be success-

‘ijjNurse Who Took Disease In 
’Frisco to Be Sent Thence 

- to Honolulu.If the South Pole and Its unexplored 
neighborhood of land and sea, half as big 
again as the United States, manage to re­
sist the effort that is about to be made to VERNON.

Colony of Lepers Said to Ex­
ist in Washington State 

Near Boundary.

Vernon will probably have a new Indus­
try In the course of a few weeks says the 
News. Mr. James Harling is now organiz­
ing a company to carry on the business of 
manufacturing cigars and tobaccb here. 
Mr. Harling Is the oldest cigar maker In 
the province, having started the business 
of J. Kurtz & Go. He was engaged for 
some time In the business at New Westmin­
ster, and at one time was manager of the 
Granville Cigar Company of Vancouver.

The city council will levy a rate of 1 2-b 
per cents, with the usual rebate of one- 
sixth it taxes are paid before October 81st.

In view of Increased work, the city soil- 
restored to the

penetrate their mysteries it will be almost 
time to conclude that they are not worth 
bothering with any more.

Although Nansen climbed within 225 
miles of the North Pole, while Sir James 
Clark Ross, who got nearer to the South 
Pole

,

H. W. Treat, president, treasurer 
manager of the Van Anda 

and Gold Company, to whose per­
is due the present emi- 

of the

Washington, Aug. 22.—A case of un­
usual interest in connection with immi­
gration matters has been settled by Com­
missioner Powderly. It is that of Mrs, 
L. M. Todd, a British subject, who is 
now in the San Francisco pesthouse, Suf­
fering from leprosy. She contracted the 
disease in 1892, while working as a 
nurse in the San Francisco pesthouse. 
Some of her washing went to lepers to 
be done, and a Chinese leper used to 
bring coal for her.

Thirteen months after this, while in 
San Francisco, suspicious looking spots 
appeared on the left leg.

After contracting the disease she went 
to the Hawaiian Islands, and remained 
there until November, 1898, when she 
left to attempt to reach the United 
States. She took passage at Honolulu 
on the steamship City 
destined

From Japan she shipped by the Ca­
nadian steamship line to Victoria, B. 
thence coming across the border to the 
United States, reaching San Francisco 
December 22, avoiding the marine hos­
pital examination at that point.

Her condition and the story of her case 
were discovered by the immigrant in­
spector at San Francisco. He took the 
matter up, with the result that a spe­
cialist made a new examination of the 
woman, finding that she is badly dis­
eased.

Commissioner Powderly has ordered 
that Mrs. Todd, who is a widow, be 
sent back to the Hawaiian Islands and 
confined in the leper colony "there. He 
has given the case much study, with a 
view of finding if she could be turned 
over to the British or Canadian authori­
ties, but be does not desire to send her 
into British territory and put innocent 
people in danger.

In this connection Commissioner Pow­
derly 'says that the leper colony in the 
Hawaiian Islands is not closely guarded, 
and that the situation is somewhat dan­
gerous. He has no power to send immi­
grant inspectors there, ' and says the 
whole matter will have to be regulated 
by congress. There is no place to keep 
her in this country.

Immigration inspectors sent out by 
Commissioner Powderly have recently 
reported it as their belief that a colony 
of lepers exists on the Border of Canada 
and this country, in the northern part of 
the state of Washington. They do not 
live together, as that would attract at­
tention, and cause them to be separated, 
but they live in the same neighborhood, 
and have an association for mutual de­
fence and protection.

Mr. n any other human being, was at 
700 miles away from the object of 

Uls desires, It seems likely that the South 
Pole may be the first to be readied, for 
the coming expedition is going to be the 
most elaborate, most thorough, and best 
qquipped of any that ever set out on a pole 
bunt.

The final plans for It are to be arranged 
In September at a conference In Benin 
between English and German scientists. 
Expeditions from both countries will start 
ont about the game time—the date has not 
been determined definitely—but they will 
start from different points, and will follow 
different routes. The affair is to be con­
ducted on such a large scale that it is 
expected to bring about more changes in 
the school geographies than have been 
made before in many a year. At present 
the maps merely show vague little fringes 4t 
of land that disappear Into space beyond 
tbe seventy-eighth degree of south lati­
tude. The earliest map-makers used to fill 
in such blank spaces with, queer animals, 
and there Is plenty of room, even on the 
maps of to-day, for a whole menagerie of 
such beasts in the 5,000,000 square miles of 
the South Pole’s mysterious domain.

That the world is not wholly Philistine 
and sordid is shown by the fact that 
Great Britain alone Is going to spend 
$500",000 on the expedition, and the German 
appropriations Indicate an expense almost 
as great. Yet nobody supposes that this 
million dollars will bring a penny of in­
terest or add in the least to the territory 
of the competing powers. Mr. Balfour 
said the other day that part of his satis­
faction over the expedition was because 
there could not hi any territorial rivalry 
between any of the countries engaged In 
Antarctic research. He said he didn’t 
Imagine that the most ardent advocate of 
Imperial expansion was likely to find a 
sphere In which to carry out his ideas In 
Victoria Land or the regions-aronnd Erebus 
or Terfor. The only direct financial gain 
from this unprecedented polar investment 
would he au Increased knowledge of me­
teorological conditions which might help 
weather observers to be much more exact 
In their predictions.

The first effective step toward the Eng­
lish end of this Interesting1 enterprise was 
made by Llewellyn W. Longstaff, a Wim­
bledon "manufacturer and scientist, who 
offered $125,000 for the purpose out of his 
private fortune last March. No string was 
attached to the gift aud no provisos were 
imposed. He was the man, by the way, 

successful profit-sharing In 
England. He evidently Inherited his in­
terest in sciencfe from his father, who was 

of the founders of the Chemical So-
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sistent endeavor
nently satisfactory dev<*>pment

of Texada and the establishment 
was in town formines

of the big smelter there,
Tuesday, returning to the 
of Vancouver yesterday, 

and contented now, in the

cltor’er salary has been 
original figure of $150.

George Brewer, eldest son of Charles 
Brewer, of White Valley, died last week 
of lung trouble. He was about 25 years of 
age.

Miss Smith, of Vancouver, has taken the 
position in the public school here vacant 
by the resignation of Miss Wolfenden, says 
the News, adding: Miss Clement has se­
cured the school at Okanagan Landing, 
-white Miss Murray and Miss Pope go back 
to the Commonage and Round Lake schools. 
W. Clement will teach at the Coldstream 
school, and Miss Blmsey is the new teacher 
at Whelan’s. The trustees of Blue Springs 
have asked that a temporary certificate be 
granted to W. Sivewrlght, to enable him to 
continue in charge of that school. Miss 
Gertie Glover will teach at Salmoçi Arm, 
and Miss Rose Glover has returned to her 
school at Fairview.

few hours ona
Island by way 
He is happy . „
recognition by all of h.s foresight with 
regard to Texada’s future, and is so well 
satisfied with the success of the smelter 

its prospects that he anticipates it 
to double its.capacity 

months—providing for the
and to get 

on the :will be necessary
within six , . ^ , .
treatment of 100 tons per day, instead of

;

current and the
«:.uThe smelter has not closed down, by 

means. A report co this effect 
circulated from Vancouver, and had 

for its foundation nothing more impor- 
than the closing down of the smel­

ter for two days, which will be required 
once a month for the examination of the 
inside of the furnace and the cleaning 
out of the dust chamber. With the ex­
ception of this interruption of two days 
a month, the smelter is, and will be, op­
erated continuously treating ores return­
ing approximately $2,000 a day, and with 
half a million dollars’ worth now in 
sight, and the supply daily becoming 
more extensive.

Not only does the ore body in the 
old mines continue good, but now discov­
eries of value are ’being made constantly, 
a strike having just been reported in the 
325-foot east drift of the Copper Queen 
that .gives promise of being something 
phenomenal. Samples of the ore, from 
an 8-foot vein, were brought down by 
Mr. Treat, and are being inspected with 
much interest by mining men at the of­
fices of Herbert Cuthbert & Co. Most 
of the ore is very rich grey copper, pea­
cock copper, and copper sulphides, with 

average value of upwards of 15 per 
cent., and running as high as 45 per cent, 
with a considerable additional value iu 
gold and silver. The sinking of the big 
shaft is being continued to a depth of 
1.000 feet, which is warranted, as the 

is steadily improving as greater depth 
is gained. -

The new sawmill operated by the corn- 
started shortly before Mr.

of Rio Janeiro, 
to .some point in Japan.

any
was

C.,Geographers are Inclined to think that 
the mainland, whose outer edges have 
been touched hy these and other explorers, 
Is a vast continent, and that when well- 
equipped explorers are once landed on It 
progress to the pole may not be excessively 
difficult. No one cares especially to find 
the geographical pole, for that Is only 
Imaginary, and probably not In the same 
place as the magnetic pole, over which the 
needle of the compass will become exactly 
vertical.

tant

ROSSLAND.
Judge Spinks on Monday sentenced 

Thomas Burns to 18 months at hard labor. 
“Professor” Frank Lewis, wrestler and 
athlete to 12 months’ hard latifor, and A. J. 
Kelly and R. Peck to one month each. 
They are the quartette who, on August 9, 
went to the circus grounds when Main’s 
show was here and wrecked a saloon be­
longing to Stephen Garnham. Burns rob­
bed the barkeeper of a small sum and 
hence got the longest sentence. Lewis 
drew a revolver and fired several shots to 
intimidate the barkeeper, and it is also 
shown that he made an offer of $25 to men 
to go with him and wreck the saloon. The 
affray was the outcome of trouble between 
Lewis and Garnham as to which had the 
right to keep the saloon at the circus 
grounds.

Sergeant Instructor S. Carroll of the 
Royal Canadian Dragoons, Winnipeg, hav­
ing arrived in the city, the school of in­
struction has commenced, and will be con­
tinued for the next four weeks.

Many Important investigations into the 
magnetic currents of the earth can be com­
pleted when it is known definitely what 
the compass will do at the south magnetic 
pole, when the exact location of that in­
teresting place is learned. It is even 
thought that the deviations and uncertain­
ties of the mariners compass may be cor­
rected when the influence of the polar cur­
rents Is known by observation at their 
headquarters, so to speak.

There are plenty of other lines of enquiry 
that may ge expected to make the million 
dollars to be spent on the proposed expedi­
tion a. good investment. For instance: Is The new town of Phoenix, four and a 
this supposed continent, five-eights as large half miles from here, is taking on popu- 
as the whole of North America, populated? lation very rapidly, and some half dozen 
If so, It wotfld be by a race supposedly the business men" of Greenwood are 
cut off from their own species by a period establishing branches there, 
of time comparai to which the creation of present time there is difficulty in ob- 
Adam, according to Bishop Usher’s chron- £aining building sites, owing to the 
ology, took place only yesterday. government regulation ïh platting town-

But perhaps that line of speculation Is s;tes by ‘which every fourth block is 
rather idle, for recent explorers have been reserved for the government, which has 
able to discern no signs of life on the land, first holce. The town is divided really 
except birds and Insects, although Morrell, ; three part8. .belonging respectively 
an explorer in the early part of this cen- , Afl- -d,,*'Kprill 
tury, asserted that he discovered some- will h» ntili^Pd forwhere in that neighborhood-just ’ where lining Co., which will be utilized for 
was delightflly vague-3,000 sea elephants building purposes in connect|on with the 
and a marvellous collection of strange mines, and the New York m I d • 
birds, sea dogs and sea leopards. It is The question of surface rights also ~ 
thought that if MdfrelV. had lived to-day fects the matter of townsifing. At 
he would have been a yellow journalist, present time buildings are going up very 
for a similar discovery was made by one rapidly all over, principally on leased 
of these Individuals a few weeks ago. lots, on conditions Of purchase hereafter.

Many seals and whales have been seen t0 ? nn™!htwo
in the Antarctic Oceaa, and if it can be dfjeraùons that will be go ng 
proved that the surrounding pack ice is not with five or six large producers ™ ..
difficult of penetration by especially con- around the town, there will undouDt y 
structed ships, it is possible that new be a big pay-roll. For a time at lea»L 
whaling end sealing grounds of great com- however, it is possible that business may 
mercial value could be established in time, be overdone- It is proposed to build the 
It is even surmised that the whales which electric tram line from Greenwood to 
have so nearly disappeared in the northern Phoenix, and negotiations are 
waters may have fled to the Southern Pole going on towards that end. It is quite 
to get out of man’s way. Perhaps the most possible that the company taking hold of 
practical field of investigation will be that the tramway will also have, the electric 
of the winds and currents, which have a lighting and power franchise in connec- 
direct effect on navigation further north, yon with. Boundary Falls, 
and of* which, as Lord Kelvin points out, 

might be able to take advantage to

.
gov-

ful.an

» i$|At the M’GUIGAN.
Jhere was a dance here the other day 

and Jake Hoover, thinking It well to be 
“wild and woolly,” fired off a revolver, 
the ball passing too near some bystanders 
for their comfort. As the result of a wire, 
Constable Forbes* of New Denver, arrested 
the shooter. There are two side* to every 
story. The second side of the story is that 
Hoover was jumped on and badly abused 
by a number of men, and that he only 
fired the pistol to frighten his assailants 
away, in his own protection, and not with 
the intention of doing any one bodily harm. 
Mrs. Peters, landlady of the hotel in which 
the dance took place, swore out a war­
rant against “Pat” Brown for damage to 
her premises, it being alleged he was one 
of the leading spirits who led to the row 
occasioning the shooting.

SANDON.
Mr. William Robb was handling a pistol 

the other day, when by accident it dis­
charged, the ball passing through the palm 
of his hand.

“Archie” Macdonald met with, a very 
serious accident on Wednesday last. While 
travelling along the. hillside above the Ruth 
flume he stepped on a log which started 
to roll down hill and carried him along, 
fracturing his leg terribly. He lay for 
several hours on the hill unable to move. 
He finally succeeded in attracting the at­
tention of some of the workers on the 
flume.

ore

iwho introducedpany was
Treat left home, its first boom of logs, 
containing some 350,000 feet, having ar­
rived Monday. The town is booming, as 
well as the mines—as a natural sequence 
—and it will be but a short time before 
the Texada folk have a newspaper of 
their own to supply the local news and 
herald the richness of the mining re­
sources of the neighborhood to the world. 
The editor is Mr. L. J. Seymour, a for­
mer member . of the News-Advertiser 
staff, and the representative of that pa­
lier in the legislative press gallery during 
last session.

The company’s prospectors are work­
ing in all directions, and a number of 
new properties are being opened up, with 
excellent prospects, notably the Security 
and the Campbell, the former producing 
about ’ten tons per diem of high quality 
ore, while the Campbell has a vein over 
100 feet in width, of good low grade 
ore, in apparently inexhaustible supply.

Mr. Treat has a proposition to lay 
before the government shortly, which, 
like all of his suggestions, is eminently 
practical. It is that a six months’ course 
be arranged for students of mining, the 
field of instruction being Texada. The 
students would be enabled to accompany 
expert prospectors in their work, thus 
learning the alphabet of mining—which 
is to find the mine. Afterwards they 
could acquire a practical knowledge of 
the opening of a mine, the following of 
the vein, handling of explosives, timber- 

• iug, etc. Then assaying would be in 
order, and smelting follow, the facilities 
for imparting instruction in each being 
unsurpassable.

It is not yet known what the govern­
ment, of the Minister of Mines, thinks of 
the proposition.

1sru, ■ one
The Royal Geographical Society added 

to the polar fund thus sterted until it bad 
about $200,000. A few weeks ago a dele­
gation of some of the most distinguished 
scientists in England waited upon Mr. Bal­
four, First Lord of the Treasury, to ask 
him for government support. The delega­
tion was headed by Sir Clements Mark­
ham, president of the Royal Geographical 
Society, and Included Lord Kelvin, Sir 
William Crookes, Professor Ray Lankester, 
the Duke of Northumberland! and many 
others almost as well known. Mr. Balfour 
rarely has entertained so Important a room­
ful of visitors. He said he believed such 
expeditions were desirable on practical 
and purely scientific grounds, and were 
especially important when directed toward 
the Antarctic region, because of its pro­
digious area.

The otcome of the visit was that the 
government agreed to supply $225,000 of

"> $500,000 needed if parliament approv­
ed, and also to supply the scientific instru­
ments. Since then some of the Australian 
colonies also have voted appropriations.

Already the drawings for a ship of 700 
tons are being made In the office of the 
Chief Constructor to the Admiralty, and 
bids for its construction will be asked for

i
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HUMAN RAYS.

A most interesting field of investiga­
tion for the physiologist is opened hy 
the reputed discovery of the fact that 
the human body emits rays which act 
upon a sensitive photographic plate. Ot- 
tokar Hofman, who claims the credit of 
the discovery, says there is a distinct 
difference between the properties of 
these rays and those of light. Passing 
through some opaque substances, to oth­
ers they impart their vibration, and the 
substances thus inüuenccd act on the 
photographic plate. Mr. Hofman filled 
a developing-tray somewhat over half 
full of developing-fluid, and placed in it 
a sensitive photograph, with the film up. 
Then, putting the tips df his fingers into 
the solution, he kept them for 10 min­
utes as close as possible to the film, hav­
ing in the meantime remained in perfect 
darkness. The plate was then put into 
the ordinary “hypo” solution. When the 
negative was taken out it showed five 
distinct spots on the plate. A chemical 
reaction had evidently taken place, but 
there was nothing to show Its nature, 
or to indicate whether it was caused by 
a chemical re-agent like hydrogen sul­
phide, which the body emitted, or by 
rays, especially as it had been difficult 
to keep the fingers close to the plate 
without touching the film occasionally. 
In another experiment a plate was soak­
ed for 5 minutes in the developing solu­
tion and then the fingers were pressed 
gently against the glass side of the plate. 
Again, the image of the fingers was im­
pressed on the film. Although this ap­
peared conclusive that the reaction took 
place through the glass, there still re­
mained a faint possibility hydrogen sul- 

, phide emitted into the air acted more 
readily on the warmer places of the film. 
Soaking the plrfte in the developing fluid 
again.for 5 misâtes, Mr. Hofman press­
ed the plate with the film against the rim 
of a cut-glass vase. The soft film closed 
the vase hermetically. The fingers were 
again placed on the back of the plate for 
10 minutes, and a very distinct imprint 
was obtained. This experiment indi­
cated that the reaction on the silver 
compounds of the film was caused by 
rays, and not by any chemical re-agent. 
Then the effect of the rays when inter­
sected by different substances was tried. 
When a silver dollar, covered with devel­
oping solution, was placed on the glass 
side of the plate and two fingers were 
held on it for 10 minutes a distinct im­
pression of the dollar was made, without 
any detail of the stamp of the coin. 
There was no trace on the film of an 
imprint of the fingers. The rays, there­
fore, did not paSs through the metal, 
but their vibrations were imparted to 
it, and it then, acted on the film. While 
it is desirable that further experiment's 
should be made in this field before any 
definite conclusions can be reached, the 
results already obtained would seem to 
indicate that the so-called human rays 
have the property of passing undisturb­
ed through a material which is a non­
conductor of electricity (rubber, glass, 
etc.), while they communicate thbir vi­
bration to a conductor of electricity (sil­
ver, lead), which then acts as such on 
the film. ■»

o
THE PACIFIC COAST BOARD OF 

■’ CONTROL. " "
1From the Montreal Herald.

It was not quite plain sailing so far as 
the Pacific Coast project was concerned 
even after the Imperial authorities had de­
cided to give effect to the wishes of Canada 
and the Australian colonies by undertaking 

ia proportionate share in the ownership, 
construction and management of an all- 
British state-owned cable from Vancouver 
to Ausralia. A new difficulty which at one 
time threatened to be serious arose, but '1* 
has now, It Is believed, been overcome. I! 
was arranged between thè various contract 
Ing parties—the representatives of the 
mother country and Australia and Canada 
that the board charged with the organiza­
tion of the cable—the arrangements for con­
struction and the details of management- 
should consist of eight members. Three 
were to be representatives of the mother 
country, two of Canada and 
Australasian
colonies are taking part In the movement— 
namely New South Wales, Victoria, Queens­
land and New Zealand. Natrally- enogh, 
each desired to be directly represented on 
the board which will give effect to the 
scheme. But it was Impossible to give each 
a representative and retain the board at 
eight. It was suggested as a way out of 
the difficulty that the board should be In­
creased to ten,’ and that Australia should 
have four representatives Canada three and 
tlte Mother Country three, with a casting 
vote for the chairman. The Imperial au­
thorities thought this would be an unneces- 
sarlly large committee and contended that 

- “I, , '*5 Solomon made a navy of ships the original proposals of eight members
m Ezion-Geber, which Is beside Eloth, on should be adhered to. Two circumstances 
the shores of the Red Sea, in the land of smoothed the way for an adjustment of the 

l'a" tu difficulty—namely the advance of the Fed-
Ana Hiram sent In the navy his servants, oration movement In Australia and the 

that had knowledge of the sea, declaration of New Soth Wales In favor of 
" 4 servants of Solomon. the Commonwealth Bill, and the larger

nd they came to Ophir and fetched from share of the responsibility which the Mother 
îence gold, 420 talents, and brought It to Country has agreed to take in regard to the 

kohmion. cable. A united Australia will in such an
And it is said further that this navy of affair as the Pacific cable make it of small 
IVln?1 eaM10 on^e three years with gold Importance wheher each individual colony 
a aPes aad vory and Peacocks. is represented. It is not likely that there
And ever since then men have dreamed will be further trouble in this direction, 

of the lost mines of Ophir. Gold and silver. New Zealand will, of course, always re- 
ory and apes and peacocks can be found quire to have a representative, because New 

n jndia. and In Africa. So most students Zealand will not join the confederation, hut 
^ e settled on one of these two lands as two representatives for federated Australia, 

containing the lost treasure houses of the two for Canada and three for Great Britain 
U,re “amtain that the land of would he able, we should think, to provide 

fnVÎnLwa? In ArabIa- But Africa Is the amply for the protection of the interests of 
‘ P ace now’ and 80 hard-headed and all. In fact it is not easy to see where a

sionary a man as Cecil Rhodes believes diversity of interest would arise, seeing 
°*.n "I mines are ou that con- that it will be to the interest of all to make

ÏLot- lv , he bas Jeason to feel assured, the cable as profitable for the proprietors 
tnat their location has been established al- as possible. The whole scheme now gives 
moL-zT^faCtl‘IiKiat exactly enough to early promise of maturity, and the desire
_ * , Possible to find them. In a com- on the part of those most intimately con- 
“iVr whjch he has just made to the nected with it will be to get the work of 

. der.s ¥ the Chartered Company he laying the cable begun as soon as possible. 
‘ +lls tbat the ancient mines are situated It was hoped that before the Imperial gov- 

Hvnr « ®outhorn affluents of the Zambesi eminent arose it would be possible to run 
#Iv that their rediscovery is under through a short act providing for the con- 

ï _r being made a fact. st ruction and joint ownerhhip of the
ïltprint. ♦a#11?8 c°me news from the cable, but as prorogation has taken place, 
tint of i°t tea about strange discoveries the enabling act will have to remain in 
v * . . . e 8t poJpt to coming revelations of abeyance until next session. As the pass- 
evnLLîLre Th€L reP°rt comes from an Ing of the hill by the Imperial parliament 
is tn th5+2n?e,r Carl Peter8’ and is assured, this delay need not necessarily 
whioh f ef6Co that Ï Macombie’s country, hang up the project.
J'hich is in South Zambesi—that part of 
British South Africa known under the gen­
eral title of Rhodesia—he has discovered a 
mge mountain, on which there stand 
mightr and ancient ruins of a character 
•lentical with those discovered in Zim- 

h! )*V°V A11 the In<flcations, according to
tüe short report, are that they belonged to
iiav!LLenil!nt mlVers and assayers, there 
naming been found enough evidences of 
their work to warrant such a conclusion as
itannf P^°fession these forgotten inhab- 
itants of inner Africa. Now it has been 
*aLrij.weU established, as far as theory 
a'de* by careful study and knowledge could 
d rt’ that the inhabitants of Zlmbabye

■
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FERNIE.seamen
get new and improved routes between the 
southern extremities of South America, Af­
rica and Australia".

Mr W Dixon, the manager of th^ new 
Crow’s Nest, says good Icoal mines near 

Progress is being made. A level 350 feet 
in length has been driven In the coal and 
mining machinery purchased.

The school trustees have resolved to en­
gage Mr. F. J. Watson, of Kelowna, B. 
C„ as head teacher at a salary of $65 a 
month, and Miss Annie Doran, of Esqui­
mau, as assistant, at $45. The secretary 
has been Instructed to write to the Pre­
mier urging the provision of more school 
accommodation than is provided for In the 
plans recently tendered on. For the pre­
sent the trustees hope to use ttje Preshy- 
terian church.

Harry Pettet, a brakeman on the Crow’s 
Nest Pass road, had a finger tom out while 
descending from a car at Elko. A plain 
gold ring he wore caught on a nail. His 
weight fell on the ring and before he could 
do anything to save himself the ring cut 
into the flesh and tore the finger from the 
hand at the first joint.

A landslide of a remarkable character 
occurred last Saturday night. The river 
Elk in passing round the sharp “elbow” 
which adjoins Park Cottage had under­
mined the east bank to a depth of about 
fifty feet, below the level of the water, 
and about midnight on Saturday a por­
tion of-the bluff on which the cottage is 
built cillapsed and fell into this cavern, 
carrying away a portion of the lawn and 
coming perilously near the cottage. The 
quantity which fell is at least two thous­
and tons and the channel of the river is 
partially blocked and narrowed to less 
than half its usual width.

A very sad case' of suicide occurred in 
town on Sunday morning last, when an 
elderly man named Thomas Goffett took 
his life by shooting himself in the head 
with a revolver. The facts of the case as 
produced at the inquest held by Coroner 
Trites show that the deceased had been 
troubled of late by some disappointment 
in not getting money that he expected. 
Since coming to Fernie some few months 
ago he has occupied a tent at the north 
end of Victoria avenue, near Mr. George 
Mitchell’s place. When that gentleman 
went home about 11 o’clock on Saturday 
night he found a package of letters on 
his door step, one of which was addressed 
to himself. In it-the deceased thanked 
him for all his kihdness to him, and said 
the struggle had been a long and fruitless 
one and that he could stand the strain. no 
longer, so would bid him a long farewell, 
and asked to have his things sent to his 
old home at Orillia, Ont. O^reading this 
letter Mr. Mitchell at once hunted np 
Officer McLeod, and together they looked 
for Mr. Goffett, but could see nothing of 
him. Early next morning P. Van Huile, 
with whom the deceased was in partnership 
building a brewery, went over to Mr. 
Goffett’s tent, and on looking behind It 

shocked to see his partner sitting on 
a bench with his head resting on a board 
in front of him that had been used as a 
table. The table was covered with blood, 
and on examination a bullet hole was found 
in his head a little above and to thè front 
of his right ear. The revolver had been 
placed close to, the head, as the flesh 
around the wound was tern and filled with 
powder. The revolver, an old 32-calibre 
hull-dog, was lying at his feet. The cor­
oner and police were at once notified, and

So it appears that this expedition, which 
will be making its report to the world at 
the beginning of the twentieth century, 
will probagly be remembered at the end of 
that century as tht most important scien­
tific legacy to it by this century.—Pitts­
burg Despatch.

soon.
“I wish we were in a position to send 

two ships instead of one,” said Sir Clem­
ents Markham, when asked concerning the 
plan, “but It will be a great advantage to 
have the German expedition starting out 
at the same time, especially an advantage 
from a meteorological point of view, for 
observations which will be of extreme 
value to science will be taken simultane­
ously in the same latitude, but in different 
longitudes*. It is impossible to say a^ pre­
sent who will be in command of the 
pedition. We have plenty of able men, 
but there is an opinion, In which I share, 
that anyone above the age of 35 is too old. 
I understand that a professor will be in 
command of the German expedition, but we 
don’t want a professor; we want a seaman, 
and one who is accustomed to dealing with 
a body of men."

It is estimated that the wooden steam­
ship which is to be built will cost $175,- 
000; salaries and wages', $100,000; outfits, 
$35,000; provisions and stores, $110,000; 
landing party, $30,000; contingencies, $50,- 
000, froih which it appears that if the 
South Pole is not discovered on this trip 
it will not be the fault of those who are 
laying out the money.

The English part of this gigantic under­
taking is to be done under the auspices of 
the Royal Society, of which Lord Lister is 
president, and of the Royal Geographical 
Society, of which Sir Clements Markham 
is president. No communication has been 
held with the United States on the sub­
ject, but it can1 be said that if an expedi­
tion were to be fitted out there, to sail at 
the same time as the German and English 
ships, every scientist would rejoice.- Even 
if the United States government were un­
willing to take official part in it, It is 
thought that an American counterpart of

KASLO.
Mr. Hamilton Byers left last week for 

Yarmouth, N. S., where he expects to be 
married to-day, to Miss Florence Brown.

The parents of R. C. Gordon are very 
anxious to hear of his whereabouts. He Is 
a miner and is said to have left Ophir, Cal­
ifornia. for Kaslo some two years ago. 
Any information sent to the Kootenalan 
office of his whereabouts will be greatly 
appreciated by his aged parents, who live 
in the East.

Ithree
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of the 
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JOHANN STRAUSS’ WIVES.
Vienna Correspondence London Post.

It is scarcely a fortnight since Johann 
Strauss was laid to rest in the Friedhof, 
and already a series of regretable dis­
putes have arisen regarding the wealth 
which he had accumulated.

ex-KING SOLOMON’S MINES.
o-

Cecii Rhodes Believes the Lost Mines of 
Ophir Have Been Discovered in the 

Zambesi Country of Africa.

PATENT REPORTS.
IStrauss According to an abstract from the Patent 

Office Gazette for the week ending Ang. 
8, 1899, handed in by Messrs. Trethewey 
& Brittain, 497 patents were Issued to citi­
zens of that country, 7 to Austria-Hungary 
Belgium 1, Canada 9, Great Brittain 27, 
France 4, Germany 22, New Zealand 1, 
Switzerland 2, and Victoria, Australia, 1. 
One hundred and seventy-four of the above 
patents were assigned to manufacturing 
firms and others before the grants were 
made; which is the greatest number of as­
signments for pne week which has been 
made. Trade marks registered during the 
same period were as follows: Citizens of 
United States, 50; Canada, 2; Great Bri­
tain, 6; Germany, 4; and Jamaica, 1.

secured to his wife and step-daughter, 
as well as his sisters, moderate incomes 
for life, and then made the Society of 
Friends of Music his heir-at-law. He 
disinherited his brother, the well-known 
Eduard Strauss, and made no provision 
for the destitute widow of his brother 
Joseph. The chiqf effort to dispute the 
legality of Stfauss’ will is to be made 
by his second wife, from whom he 
claimed that he was divorced.

When Strauss contracted his second 
marriage both he and his wife were 
.Roman Catholics, and were united in a 
Catholic church and with the rites of 
that religion. The Austrian marriage 
laws are exceptionally severe, and mar­
ried Catholics can in this country secure 
a legal separation from one another, but 
never an absolute divorce which enables 
them to marry again. The result is 
that Roman Catholics who have secured 
a separation resort to all sorts of 
evasions of the law in order to marry 
again. Johann Strauss receded from 
Roman Catholicism and became a Pro­
testant, then emigrated to the Duchy of 
Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, resided there for a 

‘ period, obtained an absolute divorce 
from his wife and married a third time.

This evasion of the Austrian marriage 
laws deprived Strauss of the court favor 
which he had enjoyed, and it seems cer­
tain that in the strict legal sense his 
second wife is his legal widow, whereas 
his third wife, for whom he has pro­
vided, had no authentic claim on him. 
The Austrian laws of succession provide 
that a wife can never be disinherited, 
but has always a claim on at least one- 
third of the property left by her hus­
band, so that the second wife of the 
great musician has every prospect of ob­
taining this share of his wealth. At 
present she is in poor circumstances, and 

her living in a photographic studio

[’rom the St. Louis Globe-Democrat.
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To women
Mr. Lopgstaff might easily be found who 
would be willing to supply part of the ne­
cessary funds, the remainder to be raised 
by public subscription. It Is suggested, 
however, that the International co-opera­
tion could be had only If such arrangements 
were made In time for the American repre­
sentatives to reach Berlin before the Sep­
tember conference.

’•Personally,” said Mr. Longstaff, In an- 
questlon, “I should think the

Almost all the sufferings that women 
endure can be traced to irregularities of 
the delicative and sensitive feminine 
organism. A healthy woman is never 
irregular. It is the pale, weak, nervous 
woman who suffers with headaches, 
backaches, bearing down feelings and 
gloomy forebodings when the monthly 
action comes on.

Set the nerves right and the pains and 
aches will disappear. There will be no 
more irregularities when the whole body 
is under the control of healthy nerves.

The most successful restorative that 
science has ever devised for exhausted 
nerves is

swer to my 
more expeditions the better, so long as they 
work In harmony and there is no waste 
of energy."

It is believed that the English and Ger­
man expeditions will approach the pole 
from opposite directions, spending the win­
ter on the outer edge of the mysterious 
continent that lies behind the Ice pack, 
through which Ross was the first to pene­
trate.

Rosa was unable to set foot on this con­
tinent owing to the towering ice cliffs that 
bordered it, but Borchgrevlng managed to 
land on It. When spring breaks the Eng­
lish and German explorers, taking advan­
tage of a splendid equipment and of the 
Information gained by Ross and Borchgre­
vink, expect not only to land, but to make 
an effective dash due sooth toward the 
pole.

Until last year no one believed that It 
I was possible to survive the terrors of an

o
Statistics which have been collected in 

Wisconsin show the average cost of rais­
ing wheat to be 54 ,c# txs a bushel, and 
the cost of com 27 cents. In both cases 
there are included interest on the value 
of the land, with the cost of implements 
and horses added in.

It is the opinion of a German oculist 
that the use of ordinary slates by school 
children tend to produce short-sighted- 

As a substitute he recommends 
pen and ink, or an artificial white slate, 
with black,pencil. The latter have been 
introduced in soin. i r the German 
schools.

PECULIAR AND PERTINENT.

London’s General Omnibus Company 
runs 1300 omnibuses, which carry 190,- 
000.000 passengers a year. • and run 29.- 
000,000 miles. It owns 15,351 horses, 
and employs 5,000 men. The annual re­
ceipts are about $6,000,000.

Three thousand Indians have ^>een tak­
ing part in the annual green-corn dance 
of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes. near 
Weatherford. I. T. Green corn, by the 
way, is about the best thing that an In­
dian ever danced about.

Dr. Chasets Nerve Foodearns 
in Berlin. was

and it has proven so wonderfully bene­
ficial to women that it is now considered 
specific for ailments peculiar to women. 

Besides

RHEUMATISM CAN’T EXIST
yWhen the kidneys are kept healthy and 

Vigorous by the use of Dr. A. W. Chaae’s 
Kidney-Liver Pills. It la uric acid In the 
blood by defective kidneys that causes 
rheumatism. Dr. A. W. Chase's Kldney- 
L.ver Pille make the kidneys strong and 
active in thei rwork of filtering the blood, 
and thus remove the cause of rheumatism. 
One pill a dose, 25 cents a box.

restoring and re-vitalizing the 
nerves, Dr. Chase’s Nerve Food makes 
new, red corpuscles in the blood, rounds 
out the form and gives new vitality and 
elasticity to every movement. Fifty 
cents a box, at all dealers, or Edmanson, 
Bates & Co., Toronto.
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