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HOME MISSION WORK.

Interesting and Instructive Debates
and Papers at the Union Mis-
sionary Conference.

An Active Worker in the Field
Deals nt Length With the
Potlach.

Yesterday evening witnessed the cloge
of the union missionary conference,
which since Wednesday evening has
been in progress in this city. The de-
bates throughout have been remarkable
for depth of research and the variety and
scope of the information they afforded,
and the conference cannot but be pro-
ductive of lasting and most advantage-
ous results. Both morning and
afternoon - sessions of the closing
day were held in the Metropoli-

aged, by which one vies with
the other to gain the highest
point of favor in the estimation
of the tribe, makes up in interest for
any material loss to the potlatcher, even
though he be beggared and also com-
pelled to borrow money from his friends
who will have to wait his leisure or his
pleasure, as the case may be, in refund-
ing the loan.

‘It is held that no better means can
be employed by the natives to maintain
peace and friendship among the several
tribes and families, but this is an open
question, for we have noticed that al-
though there is a general mingling
of minds and sympathies yet no sooner
is the event over than the old animosi-
ties invariablv return.

* There is another way we might view
this social side of the question. It en-
courages indolence. It has. been ob-
served that only the thrifty, industrious
Indian will give a petlatch. By using
every economy he gathers in $200, $300,
$400 and even $500, which he, no doubt
freely on his part, presents to his, or it
may be some other tribe that he has
called. Then gather in this indolent
class who live upon his bounty for a
week or more and in the end have divid-
ed among them the hard earnings of the
poor native. We know of one Indian in

tan church, where in the morning

Rev. Dr. Wilson conducted the devo-
tional exercises, after which the presi-
dent, Rev. E. Robson, occupied the
chair during the forenoon and Rev. Dr.
Campbell during the afternoon.

Mr. M. Swartout, of Ucluelet, read an
interesting paper on the Indian ¢ Medi-
cine Man.”” He spoke first of the
causes which led to his prominence and
power, such as the peculiar views held
by the Indians of the origin of disease,
witchcraft and spiritualism. In the
second, his preparation for the
officc  was touched upon — alone
in the forest, or swimming in the sea,
or invoking the powers of the air to as-
gist him to gain the magic spell. Third,
his work was described as sucking blood
from the human body, extracting sticks
and stones and driving out evil spirits
from the bodies of his patients, put in
them by the enemy, and sending his own
spirit after the spirit of his patients and
restoring them to their owners. Fourth,
the methods by which he accomplishes
his ends was described as by drumming,
rattling, and torturing the afflicted.

‘““The medicine man is,”’ said Mr.
Swartout, ‘““a powerful agent in de-
moralizing the Indians, and in opposing
Christianity. The remedy is not the
strong arm of the civil law, but the sup-
plying of missionaries with medicine to
be administered to the sick, An Indian
hospital, should be established on the
West Coast, supplied with trained
nurses, with' a consulting physician
in the "neighborhood. This would
in a short time abolish the superstitious
power of the Indian doctor, and thus
remove the greatest curse of the red
man, and the greatest obstacle to his be-
ing civilized and Christianized.”’

Rev. Mr. Stone, of Nitinaht, read the
following Eaper on the Potlach, which re-
sulted in the liveliest discussion produced
by any paper submitted to the conference,
some holding that the potlach had a re-
ligious aspect, and others ‘that it had
not, but all agreeing that' the Indians
could not be thoroughly civilized and
christianized until it was abolished.
Rev. Mr. Stone said :

“This custom peculiarly belongs to
the native tribes of the North Pacific
Coast. Viewed outwardly it has the ap-
pearance of a harmless mode of enter-
tainment, but only those who are ac-
quainted with its inward features can
tell how predominant is the evil. Asa
relic of heathenism it holds a deter-
mined front against all civilizing
and Christianizing influences. Be-
fore the coming of the white
man to these Western shores it existed
with the many other savage practices,
itself being the medium for the opera-
tion of the various crafts upon the super-
stitious minds of the people, and at the
present time the missionary meets in it
the greatest hindrance to his work of
evangelizing.

,‘‘To enlist the sympathy of public

opinion the Indian of to-day clothes it
with a sort of civilized garb by intro-
ducing games and amusements indulged
in by our own race and in this way en-
deavors to point out to us hisclaim to like
privileges with ourselves. Then again
the usage is accepted in the simple
definition of the term which means ‘to
give,” and that it is nothing more than
the expression of generosity on the part |
of the giver to his tribe; but were the
public more acquainted with what lies |
back of this giving, and understood the
motive of the potlacher and the end in
view, the right kind of sympathy would
be shown by putting down the evil. It
might be well to say here that potlach-
ing is a violation of our Canadian law,
and in some instances the offence has
been followed up and the offender pun-
ished. In one case the Indian
rebelled jand his so-called griev-
ance was taken up by a few pre-
tending to guard the rights and liberties
of the red man. Denunciation followed
and our missionaries have been subject-
ed to unwise and undue ecriticism.
Reference is made particularly to Rev.
J. B. McCullogh a devoted worker of the
Church missionary society among the
Naas river Indians, and to Rev. C. M.
Tate, the-Methodist misgionary to the
East Coast tribes of Vancouver Island.
Further, it has been charged to mission-
aries in general that they have been
seeking the filthy lucre. It is almost
needless to add that these apparently
interested ones in the freedom for the
potlatches belong to a class them-
selves who derive no small gain
thereby, and it s to be expected
these followers of Demetrius will use
every effort to declaim this Diana among
the Indians. As missionaries we have
treated with silence the several news-
paper articles on this supposed griev-
ance, relying upon the sound judgment
of better disposed minds, to whom we
appeai for confidence in our endeavors to
instruet in the Truth. We also look to
such for assistance in breaking down this
greatest barrier to knowledge and ad-
vancement for the Indian of British Co-
lumbia. i

‘ We will now take up the question
itself and will try to show—

*“ First—Its effect upon the Indians,
gocially, morally and intellectoally.
First, we have the social aspect. , It is
the potlatch which maintains the pres-
ent social condition of the Indian as it
was in the past. Each tribe has its
hereditary chief, but there are numer-
ous sub-ehiefs who hold their positions
of rank by the number of potlatches
they give. Were it not for the feeling of

ride that it fosters it would not be long
gefore this custom would cease to exist.

our own experience who has given away
over $2,000 in this manner.

' Then the plea comes to us that the
Indjan money is round, but it is also
noted that this circle of exchange con-
tracts with every series of potlatches. Of
the $1,600 or $1,800 potlatched by one of
the tribes on the West Coast last winter
there is nothing to show. The money
mas equandered, and provisions and
property destroyed, not mentioning
many other excesses indulged in. The
tribe is suffering from these effects
already, and if continued there will be
no further means and the Indian will
turn to the government for support. We
can readily see what an abuse this prac-
tice has been on the social life of the In-
dian.

‘* But there is yet another way by
which its effects are shown. I refer to
its influence in deterring the well dis-
posed native from adopting civilized
modes of living. The Indian who re-
fuses to potlach is ostracized. Every
missionary knows somewhat of the per-
secution, not only contempt, to be
borne by the Christian natives for their
refusal to engage with the tribe in its
heathen festivals. And these have
come to us during the year asking why
the law did not protect them under the
existing condition of the case at present.

‘‘We now take a view of the moral
side of this question. Potlatching in-
cites to bribery; in fact it is a form of
bribery itself. The main object in giv-
ing a feast of this kind is to curry favor
with the tribe, and who gives the most
wins the greatest respect. We can cite
instances where hereditary chiefs have
had their power usurped by rivals who
outdid them in potlatching. Then it is
the Indians of the higher class who
receive the greatest amounts, while
the poor, old and forsaken receive the
passing four-bits. The writer offered
to join in with the tribe to which he
ministers if only they would adopt the
go]icy of giving for charitable purposes,

ut they could not see the point. In
the exact sense of the term only from a
worldly point of view it was the expres-
sion of Lonor to whom honor is due.

*“ Again, the: tendency to being dis-
honest is encouraged. As was stated
before, large sums of money are borrow-
ed by many with no intention of paying
back. Only let the end in view be
achieved, and any means is considered
proper. This also: explains the worst
and most dangerous feature, which is
the disposition tending to immorality.
Not only at their feasts 1is
licentiousness given full sway, but in
order to secure money for the potlatch
nothing is too impure. Men sell their
wives and daughters, and women sell
therhselves body and soul in the most
nefarious traffic, that this desire to
emulation may be satisfied. Look to
the noblest nation of Indians on *the |
coast, the Haidas. Not twenty-tive
years ago there were thousands where '

now there are but hundreds. These'
have gone down to darkness and ever- }
lasting death, having met their untimely i
end through the sore disease of sin and |

immorality, and all because of the

tribes are not behind in the same sinful |
practice.

‘“ We now turn to the event itself. It'
is on this occasion the baser appetites i
are freely indulged. Their ideas of vir-!
tue are confined in general, but here no
line of purity is drawn. And it goes to |
show that these and various other de- !
filements would not have such full scope |
were the potlatch system prohibited.

The representative of the press who
lately attended one of these potlatches |
and who certified to the innocentamuse- '
ment afforded by them, must have at- |
tended only the one. But could he wit-
ness them in‘their true light, he wouid !
no so freely express himself, and act
justly to the public mind.

‘“ And now we inquire how the mind
of the Indian is affected by these heath- '
en feasts. In a word they debase him. |
He may be raised to an assumption of .
false pride, but more surely does it de-
grade his nature and condition and ren-
der the mind less susceptible to the in- |
fluence of light and truth. And because '
of its own influenceit enslaves the mind,
exacting homage from even those
who are looked upon ak civilized. !
This was rarticularly emphasized
to the mind of the writer only last!
winter. Young men who are respected
by those of Victoria who know them and
who conduct themselves with due pro-
priety in this town on their visits to it
were compelled to honor one of the pot-
latches by feasting on a dog which had
just been killed in.a most cruel manner.
At another time a cat was dispensed
with in the same way. To think that
this occurred in the year of our Lord
one thousand eight hundred and ninety-
six, and within seventy miles from civil-
ized Victoria should convince us of the
deep barbarism the potlatch exercises on
the mind of the Indian.

‘‘ There is a wolf dance, held chiefly to
terrorize the minds of the women and
children, and which is generally carried
on successfully. Again in many in-
stances braves are subjected to torture,
such as cutting with knives and biting,
the biter giving a handsome sum-for a |
piece of human flesh.

‘‘Superstition holds its sway through
the influence of the potlatch, the Indian
doctor celebrating a feast of this kind on
his initiation to the secrets of the medi- |
cine art, and with which he isagain hon-
ored on the completion of his course.

* Summing up all the evidences be-
fore us we find the potlatch is the great

Dut the epirit of rivalry encour-

| stronghold of heathenism.

Destroy it

demands of the potlatch. And the other i gy

and all other forms will fall with it;
‘encourage it and the way of missionary
enterprise is barred to a great extent.

*“ And now, in conclusion, we will en-
deavor briefly to state our relation with
the Indians to this and other evils preva-
lent among them. Asa people we owe
to them’protection and support in the
right. Look at it as we will we must
acknowledge we have taken their land
from them, and this intrusion has great-
ly straitened their means of subsistence.
We can now best reward them by using
every effort to induce them to adopt our
mode of living.

‘“But the potlach sternly opposes
this, therefore in the interest of the In-
dian the potlach must go, that they may
be free to be educated, to rightfully use
their gains and earnings in fealing with
us.

““Not only this, but our government
is pledged to protect the interests of the
Indian, and as his guardian instruct
him. The wisdom of this legislature is
shown by enacting a law condemning
the potlach in all its forms an
we are assured by the Indian depart-
ment that the act will remain despite
the efforts of some to repeal it. We
look for a speedy enforcement of the
same, believing it to be for the best good
for the Indian.

‘“ And as members’ ¢f the Body, the
Church,‘of which Christ is the Head,
we view this question with no other
feeling than that of true sympathy and
interest in our Indian brother’s welfare.
And our Lord, who has sent us forth to
preach the gospel to every creature, has
algo enjoined us tu teach them to ob-
gerve all things commanded by him.
With this command, which is also
a prerogative of the Christian teacher,
we appeal to a Christian nation for help
to carry out God’s purpose of salvation
for the heathen tribes of British Co-
lumbia by stamping out such evil cus-
toms from their midst. And of the
church we ask her prayers that God’s
spirit may convince the Indian of the
wrong and legd him to understand that
in our opposing the evil we are simply
seeking not only his temporal good, but
the welfare of his soul. The church has
many trophies of divine grace in the
gersons and lives of many from the In-

ian tribes—men and women—who are
enjoying blessed experiences in the
Christian life. It is not strange to re-
late that these all know of and shun
the contaminating influence of the pot-
lach. May she in defending and en-
couraging these brethren show to them
her earnestness in endeavoring to make
this evil a thing of the past.”

Rev. W. L. Clay gave an address on
‘“ The division of the field of labor and
co-operation.”” Hesaid that all churches,
whether strong or weak, have equal
rights to work when, and where, and
how they will; that, however, priority of
occupation of a field should be re-
spected, and no church had a right to
intrude on a field occupied by another;
that economy of men and means should
be practiced, with the view of covering
as large a portién as possible with the
means of grace, and this could
be done only by the different
denominations "avoiding crowding in
any field of work. Co-operation
in the foreign field was the key to the
union of Christ’s church throughout the
world.

A very edilyicg and lively discussion
for nearly an hour followed, and during
the discussion, and indeed during the
whole conference, it would be impossiblé
for an onlooker to say who were Presby-
terians, Methodists, Baptists or Epis-
copalians.

DEATH OF WILLIAM BROWN.

The Genial C.P.R. Assistant General Freight
Agent Passes Away at Port-
land.

Sincere and general sorrow was felt in
Victoria yesterday when it was known
that William Brown, aesistant general
freight agent of the C.P.R., had died in
Portland after a very short illness. Mr.
Brown, though his headquarters had
been in Vancouver, was a frequent vis-

| itor to Victoria, and in fact was well

known all over the Pacific coast. His
genial, kindly disposition gained him
many friends, an({) the business com-
munity had a very high opinion of him
as an upright and thoroughly capuble

A couple of weeks ago Mr. Brown left
Vancouver to visit Spokane and Portland
no business. At the latter city he was
taken ill with dysentery and a few
days ago a dispatch was received stating
that he was dangerously ill. On Wednes-
day all hope was abandoned and Mr.
Brown expired that night at the hospital
in Portland whither he had been moved
from his nephew’s residence for the pur-
pose of getting the best medical treat-
ment.

Born about fifty-five years agoat Owen
Sound, Ontario, Mr. Brown early en-
tered railway life. He was for some
time with the Grand Trunk railway;
then he became C.R.P. superintendent
at Winnipeg. From there he went to
the Lake Shore railway at Chicago, and
was afterwards appointed general freight
agent at Salt Lake City of the
Denver and Rio Grande. About
five years ago he rejoined the C. P. R.
and was assistant general freight agent
at Vancouver until his death. Heleaves
one brother, Mr. D. E. Brown, general
agent of the Empress line at Hongkong.
He was also uncle of Mr. Allan Cameron,
C. P. R. agent at Portland, and of Mrs.
H. C. Macaulay of this city. The body
left Portland last night for Vancouver,
where the burial takes place. Mr. and
Mrs. H. C. Macaulay went to Seattle to
meet the remains. When the news of
Mr. Brown’s demise was received in
Victoria yesterday the flags on the
C. P. R. offices and on the C. P. N.
steamers were placed at half-mast out of:
respect for the dead.

Mr. G. R. MaxwELL, against whose
election as member of parliament for
Burrard a petition has been filed, yes-
terday filed a counter petition against
Mr. Geo. H. Cowan, of Vancouver, one
of the unsuccessful Liberal-Conservative
candidates in the same district. The ob-
ject of the counter petition is to dis-
qualify Mr. Cowan if possible from again
becoming a candidate should the contest
against Mr. Maxwell be sustained. The
charges brought are the general ones of

i bribery and corruption as set forth inall

the other petitions tiled in the election
contests, the only noticeable change be-
ing that Mr. Maxwell charges that the
returning officer of the district corrupt-
ly hired a steamboat for the purpose of
carrying electors to vote for Mr. Cowan.
Mr. Donald G. Maedonell, of Vancou-
ver, is named as Mr. Maxwell’s agent,
and the necessary deposit has been
made in his behalf by Mr. Archer Mur-
tin.

BOARD OF ALDERMEN.

The Dispute With the Waterworks
Contrqctors to Be Brought to an
Immediate Issue.

James Bay Bridge Repairs Exceeded
the Estimated Cost by Fifty
Per Cent.

There was but a slim attendance
when at twenty minutes after the usual
hour the city council met last evening.
Mayor Beaven presided and the others
present were Ald. Glover, Cameron,
Wilson, Macmillan and Partridge. The
market regulation by-law was first taken
up, the point discussed being as to
whether those who sell from baskets
should be charged the daily market fee
of five cents, or be compelled to take out
hawkers’ licenses at $20 for six months.

The discussion was in favor of the latter
proposition and in that shape the by-law
was read a third time and passed.

The by-law for the regulation of tram-
way traffic was taken up, after
the Mayor had read a Iletter
from -the Consolidated company’s
solicitors, suggesting ‘amendments to
the draft that had'been submitted to
them. All the suggestions by the solici-
tors were rejected, except one respecting
the use of salt. Several amendments
were then made by the committee of the
whole, and the by-law was reported com-
plete.

A letter from the city barrister and
city solicitor, on the polition of the
waterworks contract was read. They
recommended that the contractors be
notified forthwith of the work required
to be done or the materials to be sup-
plied to completé the work, and that
should they fail to do the work or sup-
ply the material the corporation wiil
take over and complete the work at the
cost of the contractors, and charge them
as damages $100 for every day after the
expiration of the allotted time that the
work remains uncompleted.

Tue Mavor added that the con-
tractors have taken away the men,
claiming that their work is completed.
The work they are particularly required
to do is the removaf) of the coffer dam.
The recommendation of the legal ad-
visers was then adopted.

Another letter from the barrister and
solicitor on the subject of the extras
claimed by the waterworks contractors,
recommended that they be informed
that the claim cannot be admitted by
the city, but that it must be referred to
the city engineer, as the arbitrator
named in the contract. Ald. Glover ex-
pressed doubt whether the city en-

ineer can be regarded as the arbitrator
gamed in the contract; and after a little
discussion it was decided to carry out the
legal advisers’ recommendation in this
matter also.

A lefter from the secretary of the
‘““good roads committee’’ of the Vic-
toria Wheelmen’s Club asked what
action 1f any the council are taking in
the matter of the suggested improve-
ments between the tram rails for the
benefit of cyclists. - The Mayor reported
having laid the suggestion before the
city barrister, whose opinion was that
from a legal standpoint it would be ex-
ceedingly unwise to repair the roadway
between the rails so as to invite par-
ticular use by aspecial class. The secre-
tary of the ‘‘ good roads committee ”” will
be notified accordingly.

Thos. Earle and 110 other taxpayers

etitioned that Yates and Wharf streets
ge put into more passable condition.
Ald, Cameron thought that -one section
of Wharf street needs repair the worst of
any roadway in the city, and thought
that “if possible some action should be
taken on this petition of substantial
ratepayers. The matter was referred to
the streets committee.

A letter from the tramway company’s
solicitors notified the council that ac-
counts had been sent to their clients for
$1,201.81 as the cost of repairs to the
James Bay bridge, and that they had
been called upon to pay the sum of
$426.81, being the difference between the
$776 they had paid and the actual cost.
They pointed out that by their letters of
July 18 and 24 the company’s contribu-
tion was distinctly limited to $800, and
declared that their clients will pay no
more than that. They express surprise
that the estimate of the cost of this
work should have been so far astray.

Ald. Glover considered it prepos-
terous that in face of the specific agree-
ment the company should have been
called upon to pay this extra amount.
Ald. Cameron spoke to the same effect;
and it was decitFed that the letter lay on
the table for the present.

The Mayor reported having called a
public meeting as requested to discuss
the Mongolian question, and suggested
the appointment of a committee to pre-
pare resolutions to be submitted to the
meeting. Ald. Glover, Cameron and
Partridge were after short discussion
named. by the Mayor as the committee
and the council adjourned at 10:15 p.m.

FIVE AND A QUARTER ' MILLIONS.

Five millions and a quarter is the ag-
gregate capitalization of the new provin-
cial anining companies incorporated dur-
ing the past week. Of course Kootenay
supplies the majority of these, but other
parts of the province also are well repre-
sented, as the appended particulars set
forth,

The Phenix Consolidated Mining Co.,
Ltd., of London, $750,000, is formed by
Mesers. John D. Farrell, of Spokane, J.
E. Poupore, of Nakusp, Dr. M. W. Bru-
ner, of Sandon, James Burridge, of Win-
nipeg, and George McL. Brown, of Van-
couver, the primary object being to ac-
%uire and develop the Pheenix, Libby

. and Alhambra claims on the north
fork of Carpenter creek, Slocan district.

Rosgland has the head offices of the
Rossland Homestake Gold Mining Co.
and the Young British America Gold
Mining Co., each of which is capitalized
at one million dollars. The trustees of
the former are Messrs. W, G. Johngon,
D. M. Linnard and G. H. Bayne; and
of the latter Messrs. H. C. lters,
R. C. Pollett and Joseph 'I. Adams.

The Morning Glory #ing Co. Ltd.,
of Vernon, is incorpardied with capital
stock of 8600, and will purchase and
work the .rning Glory mine on the
east «'.. . of Okanagan Lake; while the

= e Consolidated Gold Mining Co.

#1U0,000 also) will acquire the Minerva
! Casad and Happy Day claims in Al-

berni district, developing these and
contiguous properties. The head offices
of the latter company are in Vietoria
and the incorporators and trustees are
Messrs. George M. Perdue, Josiah
Hemans and C. N. Gowen.

Two other Rossland companies are
the Silver Belle Mining Co., Ltd., and
the Columbia and Ontario Gold Mining
Co., with capital respectively of $1,000,-
000 and $750,000. The incorporators of
the Belle are Messrs. George A. Pounder,
J. J. Henager and M. O. Tibbits; and of
the Columbia and Ontario, Messrs. J. B.
Miller, R. R. Gamey, John Y. Cole and
Jonathan White.

The acquisition of the Two Friends
claim, on Springer creek, Slocan, will be
taken in hand by the Two Friends Min-
ing Co, of Vancouver. This organization
18 capitalized at $750,000, the trustees
being Messrs. E. E. Evans, F. C. Innes,
C. T. Dunbar and O. Plunkett.

THE CITY.

Rev.J. E. Garoner and Mr. Cole-
man, the Chinese missionaries, claim
that their remarks of Thursday evening
at the mission conference were some-
what misunderstood by that body. They
did not wish to be quoted as saying that
‘“ the laws in respect to the Chinese were
not impartially administered.”

Miss EraiNe TeLrer and Miss Cor-
inne Telfer, of San Francisco, who will
take part in the Scotch competitions at
the Vancouver carnival, were present at
the Sir William Wallace Society meet-
ing last night and delighted the gather-
ing with pipe-playing and Scotch
dancing. A temperance recitation by
Mr. Hays and songs by Mr. Henderson,
Mrs. Anderson and others added to the
evening’s entertainment., The Reel
o’ Tulloch, danced witha vim to piper
McDonald’s music, - closed a grand
Scotch night.

Rev. W. H. Wrtarow, D.D.. of Tor-
onto, editor of the Methodist Magazine,
has been spending a couple of days in
Victoria. Dr. Withrow is an author
and traveller of note. His best known
book is the ‘‘ Catacombs of Rome,” a
standard work -on that subject. His
‘* History of Canada ’is a text book in
the schools. Besides his historical and
descriptive works, Dr. Withrow recently
published a novel which has attained a
great esuccess. ‘‘ Barbara Heck’” is
founded on an incident ip.
the early history of Methodism
—of which history much is chronicled
in the story—in America, and should be
read by every member of that denomi-
nation. While this i3 true, it is also an
interesting tale, full of the loves and
joys and hates of human nature, when
the pioneers of Ontario were carving
homes from the primeval forest. Dr.
Withrow left by this morning’s boat for
the East, via the C.P.R., which he says
is the finest of all the great transconti-
nental roads.

CAREFUL consideration was given by
the police commissioners yesterday to
the recommendation by Dr. Crompton
that a matron be appointed for duty at
the city lockup. The services of such
an official it was realized would be only
occagionally required, but inasmuch as
a matron is a necessity at times the
commisgioners decided to recommend to
the council the appointment of some
lady to act in this capacity, she being
only rgguired to attend for duty when
required. This is a matter upon which
the women’s societies of the city have
long been agitating, and it appears that
their object will now be thoroughly and
satisfactorily accomplished. The com-
missioners also decided to permit five
of the Victoria force to meet a similar
team of the Vancouver police in the
carnival tug-of-war. In anticipation of
this permission being granted, the Vic-
toria force are already in training for
the struggle, a scientific apparatus hav-
ing been rigged in the jail yard and
Constable Andersun—who won honors
in San Francisco’s great tug-of-war
tournament—acting as instructor. Of
course Chief Sheppard will captain his
team at Vancouver, and by that time he
will have a team that will do him and
the city no discredit.

THE NEST EGG.

(From the Rossland Record.)

It is evident that the Miner has it in
for the Nest Egg ‘people. If it would
tell the truth and even show animus,
it would not be so bad, but to deliber-
ately lie about the number of shares,
and the value of the same, is inexcusa-
ble. 1In its last issue it said:

‘“ The Nest Egg treasury stock is being
extensively advertised in Toronto and
other cities of Eastern Canada and of-
fered at 25 cents a share. The company
is capitalized at 1,000,000 shares of the
par value of §1. The Nest Egg is a very
gouod proxpect, but is not $250,000 rather
an ambitious figure for it? The Miner
depreciates the offering of shares in
mere prospects at these high figures. It
is bad policy and will kill the goose that
lays the golden eggs. It is much better
to put these treasury shares on at a
moderate figure and give the public a
living chance in the gamble. The Nest

.Egg treasury shares are offered here in

Rossland 10 cents.”
In the first place »the capital stock of
the company is only $500,000. The

; . -
Nerves just as surely come from the use of
Hood’s Sarsaparilla as does the cure of
scrofula, salt rheum, or other so-called

blood diseases. This is simply because
the blood affects the condition of all the

Nerves

bones, muscles and tissues. If it is im-
pure it cannot properly sustain these

8. - If made pure, rich, red and vital-

ed by Hood’s Sarsaparilla, it carries
health instead of disease, and repairs the
worn, nervous system as nothing else ean
do. Thus nervous prostration, ysteria,
neuralgia, heart palpitation, are cured by

Hoods

Sarsaparilla

Because it is the One True Blood Purifier.

are the best after-dinner
Hood’s Pills pilis aid. digeceion s

Miner well knows that. At 25 cents it
would. place a value of $125,000 instead
of $250,000, as stated by that falsifying
sheet. Again there is no Nest g2g stock
in Rossland on the market. few indi-
vidual owners of small blocks in Spokane
and Victoria are offering it for sale, but
not at 10 cents as stated by the Miner,
but for 13 cents.

The treasury stock is not for sale here
or anywhere else for less than 25 cents.

The different prices asked for stocks is
often accounted for by the financial
needs of the owners of it. Nearly ever
company in the camp, where the indi-
vidual stock is not tied up so it cannot
be gold, is offered for a less price than is
asked for the treasury stock.

The treasury stock in any company is
more valuable than individual stoek, be-
cause the money it brings is to be spent
upon the property. A person who is
buying any considerable amount of stock
can well afford to pay more for it than
for individual stock, for it is going into
the treasury of the company in which he
holds his private interest, besides the
money spenton & good prospect is very
liable to materially increase the value of
his stock. .

The conduct of the Miner in reference
to the Nest Egg is malicious and unpar-
donable.

ROSSLAND’S DEVELOPMENTS.

[From the Rosslander.]

The working in the Josie from the
Poorman tunnel a few days ago broke
through into a ledge from which very
good looking ore was obtained averaging
about $50 to the ton.

The Young America shaft on vein .
Number One is run down 25 feet. The
vein matter is changing rapidly and im-
proves in appearance with every foot of
depth. Vein Number Two, struck last
week, is being stripped preparatory to
thorough exploration. At the point of
discovery the surface for 20 feet in width
is furrowed with seams of copper and
iron, assaying $9 to the ton.

Very flattering reports come from the
Wallingford, on Record mountain. The
shaft is down 32 feet; and from the bot-
tom ledge matter was brought in which
was very strongly mineralised.

On the Great Republicand Confedera-
tion not far from the Mayflower, a tun-
nel will be run in the lead to prove ite
extent.

Geo. P. Kelly is in from working the
Apohaqua on the top of Lookout moun-
tain. Two shifts are working on the
Emett. on which a tunnel is in 40 feet,
and a contract has been let to run 40 feet
further. Free milling ore in a paystreak
of nipe inches has been encountered
which runs from $75 upwards in gold. A
diamond drill is working ‘on the Red
Point claim.

The Denero Grande is turning out one
of the best claims in Long Lake camp.
Mr. Shonquest has sunk about seven
feet down and from that depth drifted
five feet. He has as yet found no walls
and iz working in solid ore, a coarse
grained galena. Samples from the ledge,
and not picked in any way, assayed $45
in gold and 33 ounces in silver.

J. E. Reed, who has been prospecting
on the north fork of Salmon, river since
June 1st, has returned after a very suc-
cessful trip. They went due north and
hegan prospecting from Empey’s camp.
They found the country pretty rougg,
and came across abundance of mineral
indications in small quantities for about
four miles north of Empey’s. Here
they struck a granite belt about four
miles in width, ~ Above the granite is a
mixture of slate and quartz in conglome-
rate. Iron indications are plentiful, and
mfper is found throughout a large area.
All the ledges trend northeasterly and
southwesterly, and are well defined.
Mr. Reed and his partner, Phil. Connor,
staked eleven claims in all, three of
which are situated on the east side of the
mountain, between the main north fork
of the Salmon and a stream coming in
from the westward, and three others on
the west slope. . Samples from these
claims assayed 24 per cent. copper and
400 oz. silver. The vein is about 18¢
inches wide and. can be traced through
two claims.

The Ivanhoe big tunnel is in on the
ledge thirty feet, showing a well-defined
vein of decomposed matter six feet in
width. Some very- good gold assays
have been taken from the hreast of the
tunnel within the past few days, which
warranted the company raising ' the
treasury stock to ten cents per share.
The company has a night and day shit,
and intends to push development in or-
to reach the big ore chute which crops
on the surface 200 feet west of the tun-
nel.

Rover creek, which flows into the
Kootenay about twelve miles east of
Robson, has on it one mine, the Blend,
owned by Jack Malone, Tregellis, Chase
and another, from which last year galena
was shipped, and more work is doing
this summer. About a fortnight ago
Geo. Schlief and Joe Brown, from Ross-
land, went up, and atter prospecting
only & short time, located the Leap
Year, getting ore out almost from the
surface. It is copper, carrying gold and
silver, in which an average assay of
five samples went $40 in these three
metals. The ledge runs about 12 feet in
width. s

P. W. Peterson came in on Monday
night from Boundary creek, where he
located the Wallingford, Iron Hill,
Ingersoll and Atlanta in Brow’s camp
near the government townsite reserve on
the north fork of the Kettle river. Many
of the claims have strong surface show-
ings which increase in value with depth.
The Pathwinder’s open cut run for 75
feet to crosscut the vein had a breast
of solid copper pyrites. At the surface
the ore assayed $4; 15 feet down it went
$65, and at 40 feet $85. An offer of
$100,000 in cash has been refused for the
claim, $150,000 being asked for it.

The fire wardens recently elected have
lost no time in forwarding the o iza-
tion of a good brigade and attending to
the purchase of additional fire extinguish-
ing appliances. They.passed a resolu-
tion that merchants should not be
allowed to keep in their place of busi-
ness more than fifty pounds of explo-,
sives at one time. It was decided to
build the hose house on the vacant lot
next to the Northern hotel. The wardens
are buying 800 feet of hose, new couplers
and a hose cart. Upwards of thirty
members of the brigade have been en-
rolled. Mr. Macklay, late of EI Paso,
Texas, has been chosen chief, with Wm.
Mack as assistant.

AN order-in-council has been passed
providing for the recognition in this
province of probates and letters of ad-
ministration granted in the United
Kingdom, reciprocal provision having
been made by the Tm perial government,

The order tukes effect on September 1.




