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IT IS PURE

MR. KENT’S SPEECH
In flie Assemby Criticising the 

Government’s Agricultural 
Policy.

„ „ WEDNESDAY, March 8. 
'lit. KENT—Mr. Chairman, 1 would 

l,ke to speak on the sbuject of the 
I m csetit resolutions and the amend
ment that has been proposed by the 
Rt. Hon. leader of the Opposition. I 
said iim other day, in speaking before 
Liis { ommittce, that the Department 
,,f Agriculture and Mines had under 
its control three departments through 
which, if there is to be any develop
ment of our inland resources, such 
development must come. You have 
under the control of that department, 
agriculture, the cultivation of the 
soil, and the other industries allied 
to it: you have also the development 
of the miners I resources of the 
country; and you have also the pro
tection and the development of Its 
Invest resources. These are the three 
£'>at natural resources, on land, of 
the country—ih fact, I might say! the 
three great natural resources .of the 
present century—and Upon the pro
per management, care and develop
ment of them will depend to a large 
extent, if not entirely, the future that 
this country has before .it. We are 
dealing this evening with one of these 
departments, with the department of 
agriculture, which is the oldest of 
ihem all and the most important, be
cause the most universal of them all. 
H is one of these subjects which come 
home to every man in every depart
ment of life. Consequently It re
d'd res that greater care and attention 
should be devoted to this matter of 
agriculture than any other matter 
demanding the attention of the De
partment. 1 am sorry to say, Mr. 
chairman, that the policy of the pres
ent Government is not one that would 
' ' commend itself to a person who de
sires to see a future for the agricul
tural interests of this country. If we 
are ever to become an agricultural 
country, the. lines which ought to be 
followed are those which were laid 
down in the Experimental Farm Act 
"f 1 f>08. This is the departure from 
which dates the improvement of ag
riculture in every country. Until the 
time that experimental stations and 
model farms were brought into prac- 
’ical operation, agriculture was going 
on from century to century, from age 
•o age, in which I might.call a rut; 
it had not expanded, it had npt de
veloped. The different products 
: rtapted to different countries and dif
ferent soils had not been properly 
understood, and most of the countries 
were suffering from retrogression in 
this matter, which with the help of 
experimental stations and model 
farms had to be removed. I was read
ing ihe other day a speech by the 
Hon. Sydney Fisher, the Minister oi: 
Agriculture in the Dominion of Can-, 
ada. He is Minister of Agriculture 
and Mines in the present Liberal Ad
ministration. He referred back to the 
fact that in 1885 the first departure 
for improving and encouraging agri
culture had been made in Canada. At 
that time the’ Conservative Govern
ment was in power there, and the Hon. 
Mr. Carling was the Minister of Ag
riculture of that day. He had a com
mitted- appointed, and the resplt qf 
the deliberations of that committee 
was that the" establishment of a Mod
el. Farm . was recommended. Mr, 
Fisher, in his speech the other day, 
referring to this departure, said; ‘‘In 
1885, Mr. Gigault, the member for 
Rouville, an earnest and studious 
man, who appreciated the interests of 
the people whom he represented, mov
ed for a committee to consider the 
agricultural industry of Canada. The 
committee sat—I had the honor of be
ing a member of it myself—and for 
a long time we did a great deal of 
hard work in obtaining information 
as to what other countries were do
ing for agriculture.. The report of

| that committee recommended the es 
tablishment of experimental farms, 

! and the result was that Hon. Mr. Carl- 
j ing, then Minister of Agriculture in 
j 1886, introduced a bill , to establish 
experimental farms. This was real
ly the first purely agricultural work 
which the Department of Agriculture 
attempted to do since the confeder- 

j ation of this Dominion. All honor to 
! the government of that day, all honor 
to Mr. Gigault, who instituted the 
work, who brought forward the ques
tion. and with a great deal of labour, 
thought and study presented a report 
of the greatest value to this House. 
I say again all honour to the goTOru- 
mefit and aflr hoïttff‘ISijecialLr'ld^iBC 
present Sir John Carling, then Min
ister of Agriculture, because I know 
in doing what he then did. in the in
stitution of experimental stations h. 
Canada, he met with but a lukewarm 
assistance or support from his col
leagues ,or from the House. He. 
however, carried it through success
fully, and he was fortunate as well 
as wise in the choice of the gentle
men whom he chose to carry out that 
work. He called to his assistance 
Mr. William Saunders of ixmdon, now 
known all over Canada, and I might 
say all over the agricultural world 
as Professor Saunders, Director of 
Experimental Farms for Canada, and 
gaje him an opportunity to study, 
work out and establish an organiza
tion of experimental farms and sta
tions in Canada which would do some
thing for the progress of agriculture 
in Canada. To-day the work of our 
experimental farms is a monument. 
to the foresight, the skill, the energy 
and study of Professor Saunders. 
Our present organization is on ex
actly the same lines although some
what amplified. Professor Saunders 
has done a work which is recognized 
and acknowledged by everybody to 
have been of inestimable advantage 
to the agriculture of the country. The 
system is a monument bo that gentle
man which ought to ,4 as t and ought 
to be recognized by everybody in Can
ada.”

Now, from that date begins the’ 
present progress and development 
that has taken place in the Dominion 
of Canada in the matter of agricul
ture, and , I submit, Mr. Chairman, 
that when the Experimental Farms 
Act of 1908 was passed by this Legis
lature we were turning the first sod 
in a policy which wobld have had 
results equally satisfactory to those 
produced in Canada, had it been pro
perly carried out. We had every
thing, I think, that could recommend 
the carrying out of this policy. We 
had the experience of experts who 
had worked the same policy in Can
ada. We had here, as the Rt. Hon. 
leader of the Opposition has stated. 
Professor Zavitz, who had been most 
prominently identified with this work. 
We were in a better position in that 
respect to have this policy success
fully carried out than was the Do
minion of Canada, because we could 
profit by -their experience, it is a 
pity, Mr. Chairman, that this work 
has bpen. marred- I "think I stated 
the other day that on one occasion 
Professor Robertson said that ’ thirty 
years ago Canada had practically to 
undo all that she had up to then done 
in the matter of agriculture, and I 
fear, Mr. Chairman that the result cf 
the policy that the present Govern
ment is pursuing will be seen in thé 
course of a year or so, and that they 
'will then realise that it is necessary 
to undo all that they have done and 
they will have to start again upon 
the lines laid down in the policy of 
Sir Robert Bond in 1908. Now, Mr. 
Chairman, all the expenditure being 
incurred under this head is money 
thrown away. The expenditure last
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year amounted to $60,000. There Was 
a vqte of $20,000 and an overdraft Oil 
that, vote of neatly 1:10,000. This y tar 
we -ai e asked to vote $40,000. These 
amounts are being largely equander- 

..ed, _The composition of the Board1 it
self, Mr. Chairman,’ is, I think, one 
tftat throws very little credit - on the 
Government. We have had three 
Members of this House appointed as 
■members of that Board. Their Sal 
arte» have êaeh ambuhtëd to $1,800 
ytaf, The Legislative Disabilities 
Act was 'specially amended to allow 
these three members to take a seat 
on that Board. Now. if there was 
anything in the past history of those 
gentlemen which picked them out of 
the whole country as being of excep
tional merit, or specially expert 
through training, experience and edu
cation in matters of agriculture, the 
Government might have $ome show, 
of justification for their action; but 
even then, Mr. Chairman, I think 
that, if the Government were desir
ous of getting a person of that char 
aoteff who occupied a seat hi this 
House, the proper thing for him to 
<|o would be to resign his seat before 
going tinder the pay’ Of the Govern 
ment. But they come in here and 
the Legislative Disabilities Act, the 
Qiily protection that the people of this 
country have against legislators be
ing in the permament pay of the Ex
ecutive Government, of the country, 
is deliberately repealed; and not 
only that, Mr. Chairman, but the very 
three men who to-dav occupy the po
sition on that Board were here and 
voted for that very repeal—practical
ly voting themselves a salary of $1,- 
80Q a year. There is nothing in the 
history of Messrs. Devereaux, Dow 
ney or Seymour that would pick them 
Out in the country as expert agricul
turists. They are three very good 
men, but to rate them as three ex
pert agriculturists and ask that this 
safeguard of the Legislature and 
country should be set at nought lr 
order -to provide them with salaries 
and permanent positions is, I con 
sider. a disgrace to the country. This 
of course, Mr. Chairman, is a matjtei 
of constitutional rights. ' While il 
does not bear directly on the policy 
of the Government it shows by com
parison and by analogy what the 
whole drift of the policy of the Gov
ernment in this respect amounts to 
The policy of the Government, sir 
neither in itself nor in its tendency 
will ever do any good of a perma 
nent nature to the agricultural inter
ests of the country. It will for a few 
years keep followers of the Govern 
merit satisfied with themselves am 
with the Government because the? 
will enjoy the favours which the dis
tribution of these large sums of mon
ey enable the Government to hand 
out, but as to being of any perma
nent advantage to the agriculture’ 
interests of the Colony I do not thin! 
that even a majority of hon. mem
bers opposite are in their hearts 
convinced that any permanent good 
will come from the policy.

We are told. Mr. Chairman, by the 
Minister of Agriculture and Miner 
that it is impossible to carry out the 
Experimental Farms Act of 1908, Wei 
I should like to have some better au
thority for that statement than that 
of thes-Mteister, tor, as I itère ppintec 
out before, the experience of every 
other country in the world has beer 
in direct opposition to the statement 
of the Minister, and if the experimen
tal station had got a fair show, il 
those who carhe here to inaugurate 
it had been treated with anything 
like decency- and courtesy by the pa
pers of the country—I am not refer 
ring to attacks on the policy, tha' 
was legitimate, but. I am referring 
to the manner in ’which the mer 
themselves were criticised, so tha' 
others were deterred from coming it 
to help carry on a work of such bene
fit—the experimental farm would 
have produced good results. It stands 
to reason, Mr. Chairman. I am, not 
a farmer, and know very little about 
farming, but I have read from timi 
to time matter pertaining to farming1 
and I have spoken to farmers. I* 
stands to reaspn that the free dis 
tributicn of seeds, etc.,* is a ver? 
small way and may be a very harm 
ful way of dealing, with agriculture 
Even in the report which the Minis 
ter of Agriculture has tabled to-da? 
you will see in going through the re 
marks of Professors McPhail ans 
Robertson there are two sides to ev
ery improvement in seed growing 
There is the seed itself, and thi 
ground in which the seed is set. No» 
the Government are simply doling 
out the seed without any consider
ation of the soil. In this respec 
Professors McPhail and Robertsoi 
are most pointed in every instance 
to keep the two- together, but indis 
criminate distribution of seed it 
harmful unless it, is accompanied h? 
some instructions, and in this respec 
the literature that has been dealt on 
in the form of leaflets is of no as 
sistance. You must .have the prope 
scientific blending together of seel 
and soil, the proper preparation o 
the soil and the selection of the seed 
These are absolutely essential to th< 
improvement of agriculture. In this 
respect in every other country yoi 
have these experimental stations am. 
schools are being used more and 
more as expository farms, where the 
farmers of the neighbourhood can go 
and see illustrated the matters which 
they are dealing with day by day on 
their farms.

MINISTER FINANCE AND CUS
TOMS.—Mr. Chairman, I beg to call 
your attention to the fact that it is 
half-past six.

The House rose for recess.
Mr. Parsons took the chair at 8.15 

p.m.
MR. KENT , (Continuing) — Mr. 

Chairman, before we adjourned this 
afternoon, I referred to the mistake, 
as I think it, that the Government 
has made in not continuing the pol
icy embodied in the establishment of 
thé éxperimental station. I tried to 
point out to the Committee the harm 
which would result to the agricul
tural interests of the Colony by rea
son of the departure which the Gov
ernment had Inaugurated in the pol
icy of extravagance and of wasteful 
work in this very important branch 
of the industries of the country. I 
referred also, Mr. Chairman, to the 
indemnity which was given to mem
bers of this House for taking their 
places upon the Agricultural Board, 
which was established by the Act of 
last year, at a salary of $1.800 a year. 
This matter was one which 1 think 
is a very bad precedent, and one 
which is subversive of all ideas that 
are entertained in all English speak
ing countries where freg Government

is established regarding the Integ 
rity ahd'letpamallty Of the member# 
of the Legislature. I remember 
when this mil was going through the 
House, but 1 have no exact recollec
tion of the clause. Perhaps my at
tention Wai not Called to it. I at
tached W* importance to the matter, 
because it Would trot occur to any 
one to think that ah Indemnity of this 
nature would >be covered up in any 
clause inserted, by reference duty in 
a bill. IT it was the intention' to vio
late this most essential principle it 
should have been expressly stated in 
the Act. Members would naturally be,, 
inclined to- think that such a clause 
as that dealt with matters pertinent 
to the bill then before the House.

HON. MINISTER AGRICULTURE 
—What do you mean by "covered 
up?”

MR. KENT—I mean what I say. No 
person would understand from ' that 
séctlon that any indemnity was held 
out to members of thé Hotieq to vio
late one of the fundamental prin
ciples of free government, if the 
hon. members intended to provide 
places oil this Board for members 
of this House, they should have said 
so in the Act and not repealed by 
inference sections which were entire
ly irrelevant to the bill before the 
House. On the question of providing 
Indemnity for "members there is one 
precedent sftiere this House did so. 
but in that case the names of the 
parties and the reasons were given 
expressly by the Act. That was un
der the Winter-Morine Government. 
In this case the same procedure 
ought to have been followed. We are 
told that the Act to establish the ex
perimental station can not be car- 
led out. That is a mere statement 

without proof or any attempt to show 
in what direction or why it cannot he 
carried out. That act could be car
ried out with great benefit to the ag- 
icultural interests. If any membei 

>f this House will take up that Acl 
• nd go through it, he cannot but be 
mpressed by the fact that it embod- 
es a scheme for the betterment of bg- 
i£ulture siipijav to ttpat which has 

jdé’n follewed in other countries. 1 
ave the Act here before me. The 
rst section provides for the estab- 
ishment of an experimental station 
nd model farm. That was in course 
f accomplish...eut at the time that 
his destructive policy of the Gov- 
rnment was inaugurated. And the 

rbjects for which that station was 
o have been inaugurated are funda- 
nental and ■ essential to proper, agri- 
iultural development. The second 
lection embodies the objects which 
the model farm was intended to carry 
rut. The objects are, amongst oth
ers, to determine the adaptability oi 
crops, grain, grasses and root crops 
md all other?, which can be grown 
in this latlftrae. That is a most de
sirable object, and one which it is 
very easy to Accomplish with' a prop
er man ih charge, and at the farm oi 
station as it . was intended to be es 
tablished, and as a matter of fact it 
vould hâve easily accomplished that 
ihiect. The fexperienee of the men 
who had charge has been referred to; 
every one ini,this House knows the 
knowledge and experience of Profes
sor Zavitz. Another object was tc 
discover the”.mbthod of--producing the 
best resultd'**from ’the crops whicl 
were found to succeed, ft was ' tr 
verify facts and conduct experiments 
rn the physiology of plants and ani- 
nals, the diseases to which they are 
subject, and the remedies which an 
suitable to thdtal. This has been done 
successfully in other countries, ant 
the equipment necessary to accom
plish tfcis. caul* very easily be obtaln- 
d for a.-.,mpyg Aprwortion of th< 

amount now to be allocated. I should 
say, the rliouey* now beihg squandered 

agriculture. The amount now
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squandered on agriculture, if applied 
for the purpose of carrying out th< 
objects of this Act. would have pro
duced in the course of a very few 
years, a permanent and lasting 
farming class in this country, Aftei 
all, Mr. Chairman, the real object and 
purpose of the development Of agri 
culture is to ’ equip Newfoundland 
with a class çf .people who are dis 
tinctly farmers from one end of the 
year to the other, devoting themselves 
to farming exclusively. And unless 
you do that, unless you establish these 
people in the great fertile lands oi 

(Continued on 7th page.)

LOOK HERE !
For FIRST-CLASS Work in

COPYING, 
RETOUCHING, 
ENLARGING, 
PRINTING, 
MOUNTING or - 
FRAMING, TRY THE

Central Photo Studio,, 
310 Water Street, 
Central of City. 

DEVELOPING of 
FILMS or PLATES 
A SPECIALITY. 

Outdoor or Indoor 
Photography of 
Every Class Uodeitakeo.

Breggar, Capt. A.,

B
House, Gordon,

schr. Bluejacket
Pike, Alfred,

schr. Bella Rose
Steed, B.,

schr. Beatrice May

C
Olsen, John,

schr. C. V. Conrad

O’Rlelly, Patrick, Pardy, Eli,
schr. C. J. Brennan schr. Gertrude L.

E Haynes, Claude, *
Walsh, John, s.S. Ethie schr. Gertrude L.
Coo.k, Alonzo,

schr. Ethie Bess 
Jenkins, Obediah.

Blagdon, Eli G.,
schr. Grand Falls

schr. Ermine HMoores, Alex. L„
schj\ Energy Miller, Capt. W. A.,

schr. Helen Stewart
G Reve, Capt. E. T.,

Mason, -Joseph, ketch Hero
schr. Gertrude L.

Diamond, Francis, Muir, Capt. A. D.,
schr. Gertrude L. * s.s. Heathcote

■loach, Joseph,
schr. Josephine

Ellis, Wm.»
sçhr. Lloyd Morris

■ i
M

Murphy, Wm.,
schr. Mary A. Whalen 

Fiander, Samuel,
schr. Montrase

McDonald, D. J.,
barqt. Maggie

G. P. O., April 10th 1911. IL J B, WOODS, Postmaster General.
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JUST ARRIVED.
Bananas,

California Oranges,
Grape Fruit, Pears, Dessert Apples 

Tomatoes, Celery,
Carrots, Parsnips,

N. Y. Turkeys, N. Y. Chicken, 
Finnan Haddies,

Kippers and Bloaters,
New York Corned Beef,

Blue Point Oysters.

JAMES STOTT.

%

<u

Grocer’s Headquarters.
April 8th, 1911.

GREEN PEAS, BEANS, etc.,
50 Bags Green Peds.

100 Bags Small White Beans.
1 100 Cases Pickles & Chow.

10 Cases Epp’s & Taylors’ Cocoa.
25 Cases Sea Dog Matches, & a Choice lot of Hams. 

SOT* Our Prices are always right-

Lwt CEORCE NEAL.

THE

LONDON DIRECTORY
(Published Annually)

ENABLES traders throughout the 
World to communicate direct with 
English

I MANUFACTURERS A DEALERS

| -n each class of goods. Besides being a 
complete commercial guide to London 

I and its suburbs, the, Directory contains 
' Jets of
1 EXPORT MERCKAR

with the goods they ship, and the Colonial 
and Foreign Markets they snpp.y ,

STEAMSHIP LINES
arranged under the Ports to which they 
sail, and. indicating the approximate 
sailings ;

PROVINCIAL TRADE NOTICES
of leading Manufacturers, Merchants, | 
etc., in the principal provincial towns 
and- industrial centres oi the United 
Kingdom. *

A copy of the current edition will be ] 
forwarded, freight paid, on receipt oi 
Postal Order for 308.

Dealers seeking Agencies can advertia' 
their trade cards for Ail, or large adve* 
tieemente irom ASS.

THE LONDON DIRECTORY Co. lid
w. Abellu rob Lane, London, E. C.

Jnn Printing of all kindij

.
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