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To a Times
man in Toronto a
day or two ago,
D Mr. J. Small,
proprietor of the
1 Grand Opera
O House, staled
that on account
i of the business
depression in the United States he has
r'n able to book many big attractions
orsHamilton and other Canadian cities
that- he under normal conditions would
not play in this country, excepting per-
Baps, in Toronto and Montreal. “I till
send to the Grand at Hamilton in the
next five or six weeks, some of the
best and biggest attractions on the
road,” he said. Among them will be:
_Henry W. Savage's English Grand
Opera Company, in “Madam Butterfly,”
tAmelia bingham, in “The Climber
Julia Marlow, in “Gloria.”
Mrs. Leslie-Carter, in “DuBarry.”
fHenry Woodruff, in “Brown of
vard.”
Ralph Stuart. in “Strongheart.”
Frank Daniels, in “The

4General

n.

*EBddie Foy, in “The Orchid.”
(heridah Simpson “Red Feather.”
The George H. Primrose Minstrels
“Forty-five Minutes from Broadway.”
8. Miller Kent, in
Etienne Girar . in “Charley’s
The “Red Mill.”

“The Great Divide
“Brewster’s Millions.”

“The and the. Mouse.”
“Coming Through the Rye.”

m
“Raffles.”

Lion

Vanderbilt
“The Mayor of

Cap.”

Tokio.”

Yaried in character were the auditor
jums in which R, G. Knowles, old
Hamilton boy, opened his short spring
season of illustrated lectures recently
The skating rink at North Wales, Pa.:
Girard College, Philadelphia; Young
Men'’s Christian Association. Philadel

the Reformatory, at Huntington:
Heinz Theatre, Pittsburg: Carnegie Hall,
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When Knowles was
liked the work in his field of enter
tainment, he replied: “Better than any
thing I've ever done since 1 started out
behind the footlights.’

A second question as to how many dif
ferent things behind the
footlights br that there
was little

askod how he

by

he had

ugat the answer

or no detail stage work
that he had not at some time tackled
during his varied carveer. He then related
bow he had jumped in and raised a
tain in an emergency

It was at the opening of
Theatre, in Zanesville, O,
rotund comedian, Otis Harlan,
the box office receipts "
vious to the discovery his
comedy talent. The theatre was opened
by a melodrama, the wathor of
staged, produced and played the
part—a feat which was thonght
wonderful at that time.

Shortly before the curtain was to rise,
the local property
aumerous other positions about the place,
returned from his trip own, where
he had been distributir His
duty appear to
into those j w
intoxicating tenden
stage manager,
mising the curtain on given signals,
that the of the
might be the cause of
curtain, which v the
sort. worked by
he impressed on
that he must not f«
seat at the crank drum
arranged that m
and not hear the bhe
the push button at ot
stage, the nager
sharp slap ¢ the
awakenig he was to work and
lgwer the curtain as quirkly as possible.
SThe play had reached the point of an
important and exciting scene between the
star. and his leading woman, when the
proprietor of the theatre happened to spy
the stagehand asleep the
Quickly approaching the delinquent
gave him a resounding slap on the
shoulder to awaken him to duty. Scram
bling to his feet with a dazed look in his
eye, the man took a desperate clutch of
the erank and began lowering the
tain with greater speed than he had ever
before made. right at the most eritieal
moment of the drama. The star rushed
off the stage. grabbed the man and be

n pummelling him A\t this moment

jwles, who was in the cast
exclaimed :
" “Get back to the stage. T know how to
work this thing.,” and as soon as the
slage picture was rearranged
furned the crank which raised the cur-
tain. The incident was all over in

cur
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day afternoon next, when the Theatrical
Mechanies' Association will hold its first
annual benefit. In addition to the thea
tre's regular bill, there will be acts from
Bennett's Theatre and artists from the
of Tokio” Company, which ap
pears at the Grand on that date The
sale of seats will open at the Savoy box
office on Monday morning at 9 o'clock,
and it is expected that every seat in the
parquet and balcony will be sold before
noon. The entire house should be sold
out before night. Seats all over the
house, including the gallery, will be 50
ents; except the boxes, which will be §1.
No orders will be taken by "phone
I'he programme will begin sharp
1.30, opening with selections by the com
bined orchestras of the three theatres
orchestra will number forty
musicians, and will be conducted by
Fred Domville I'here will be
score of acts on the programme, which
will follow Selections by the
combined orchestras; pictures from Ben
nett’s; sketch the Owen
Hofiman Hagan and West
singing and talking comedians: the
Eight Vassar Stares’ quartette:
\iinerva. handeuff queen; Field and Wol
man comedians: artists from the
Toki mpany; Beardsley
singers; by Mr
Hackett and pupils: Skedde
HBillv Barlow, minstrel comedian:
sketch by Watson-Hutchings «
wumber by Mr. Hackett’s pupils;
Kinetoscope with moving pictur
Miss Fthel Ti
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movement a practical

presided iy
monument have been overcome, the King
having consented to the removal of the
statue his the Duke
Kent, from the top of Portland place, to
make way for the Shakespearean statue
It expe will
join Great an ef will
enable the public dedication of the mem:
rial to be the event of the
Shakespearean tercentenary in 1016
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So satisfactory
has the amateur
act been that
Manager Driscoll
introduced into
his bill this week
at Bennett’s
Theatre with Miss
; A Leila Lewis and
Bernard Judkins that he has determined
to carry the idea further. Not only will
he hold amateur nights on 'l'ue.sxlnys
and Fridays, but during the week he
will introduce an' amateur act which
has been most favorably commented on
here. It will be John Hackett’s little
company, which sang and acted ihe
song, “Mike Doolin’s Jaunting Car,” with
80 much success on St. Patrick’s night.
The little company is composed of some
of the city's sweetest singers, and fol-
lows: Miss Helena Junn, soloist, and
the Misses S. Melody, R. Con \.
Cahill and N. Melody. The song is just
as Jaunty as the vehicle it describes, and
the air and humor as jolly as a typical
Irish jarvey y ¢
ances A
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At the arternoon perform-
number clever youngsters
will be given a show, and the muovation
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artistes and the public the
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Q000000000000 A pleasing com-
© bination of variety
and comedy should
make the Savoy’s

W bill for next week

Savoy
© one of the strong-

Stars © est seen at that
'OOOOOOGOOOQOU play house this

’ : season. The big
headliner will be “The \audeville Jx-
change,”  presented by the  Watson-
Hutehings Company. 1his is said to be
a capital laughing number and dne of
the best comedy sketches produced in
vaudeville in many seasons. There is a
bieezy brighthess about it that puts it
in‘a class by itself, The weil-written
diglogue, Bumoroys situations following
fast on each other's heels, keeps it run-
ning entertainingly to a screamingly
funny finish, . Across the border it has
been featured with success at the lead-
ing centres in the big cities, where it has

proved among the best drawing cards
of the season. Miss Alice Hutchings,
| wko is seen imperégnating three distinet
irhm;n“l.\.\. is a charming and clever
| comedienne, whe has met with sigaal
s on the variety stage. The lead
,ing man, Henry Watson, another
| clever entertainer who has been making
| & big hit in vaudeville. They have the
| support of a clever and capable little
company. If the sketch is what the ap-
preciative press notices from other cit
| fea would lead one to believe, lovers of
vaudeville who
next k are
the ordinary
“The Benediction
sketch, with Francis
Hoffman in the lead
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a clever dramatic
Owen and Minnie
a roles, will be the
1l added attrac I'be little play
res around “Grandpa,”
gre pension each quarter by dis
ng it among the clildren of the
village, and as he says later, the invest
ment has earned _him the best interest
the love of the children. Each char-
acter is excellently and skilfully handl
ed, and Mr. Owen’s work as “Grandpa”
is especially worthy of commendation.
The shows ‘a sitting-room in the
domicile of John Strong, who is running
for office. and who never any
love for his family, becauss of his deep
interest in business. The father of Mrs
Stror who loves her children, drink
somewhat and also swears. Mr. Strong,
fearing that his influence will
their children, the old
| leave their "home. staunch
the old man hag to be
! time, and imvites Grandpa to
him. The old man accepts, and just

on.
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MINERVA %8

| As she will appear handcuffed and

shackled at the Savoy next week.

ing a good deal mystified and uncertain |

whether it is an automaton or a

wirl

| that is acting on the stage

Additional Dramatic
Matter on Page 5

>
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Doesn’t Want. -
You don’'t want an ill-fitting garment
to work in. We guarantee to fit tha
workingman. If you require an extra
fitting shirt, pant or overall, try us.
M. Kennedy, 240 James street north.
Hall and a!l but three of the offi
of the 5th Canadian Artillery at
! Vietoria, B. ( have resigned because
| they are not satisfied with the guns pro-
| vided for them
)
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known device used in places
{ of detention. One of her most startling
| feats is a duplicate of the famous
| bridge-jump performance by removir
paits  of handeuffs and

while submerged in a tank of
the little lady is
wced in a tank, in

" breathe until she re
leasas hersell, 1L will n that rapid
| ity 1 ial. During
the sumaer months or even in the win-
ter, tions are favomab's, Min-
erva does ot Lave to resat Lo this per
forma ¢ it is. she
jump with all the bray-
of man i really delights in
the experience. : ‘While uses in her
performance a colection of handcaffs
awd shackles gathered from every quar-
ter of the globe, and which the public
are free 1o inspect, she much prefers es
ping from the handeuffs of local police
s from those subinitted by
peopie in the andience. Minerva, while
she does many things during the course
of her performance which srem to be al-
most miraculous, and are also astound-
ing, is not a trickster in the ordminary
sense of the word, Her power over locks
bus been acquired through constant
lthl(l.\', Her fatler was one of those
naturally gifted artisans, and from him
she gained the knowledge which she uses
to such good advantage in her act.
When the handeuff craze had its incep-
tion Minerva was in Germany. She hur-
ried to America, was given an audieuce
by some of the New York managers and
surprised them with her wonderful per-
formmance, She has been booked solid
making the biggest kind of

a hit in every place she has appeared.
Among her best feats are escaping trom
a regulation straight jacket, after bang
handeuffed to a bed; getting out and es-
oaying from a large linen or paper bag
after having been  handeuffed and
shackled. Because she is a woman, spe-
cial interest will attach itself to her act.
The rest of the big B! will be in
ketping with the features and will in-
clude; The Pearde’ey sisters, dainty
duettists; Wikiam J. Hagan and Evelyn
Whstectt, singing, talking and dancing
comodin Joseph Fields and Mark
Woiley, rcal German comedians, in "“A
Trip on an Airship”; Billy Baziow, min-
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Miss Amelia
Bingham, who has
long held and de-
served the estecw
of theatregoers for
O doing all things
exceptionally well
comes to the
Grand Opera House for two performanc-
es, beginning on Monday evening. Her
opening bill' will be Clyde Fiteh's “ The
Climbers,” followed by “The Frisky
Mrs. Johnson,” on Tuesday night. In
“The (limbers,” Miss Bingham struck
the gait that has made her famous, its
long and exceedingly prosperous run
at the Bijou Theatre, New York, mnot

JULIA MARLOWE,
Who will be seen in the new
“Gloria,” here shortly.

comedy,

only establishing her an artist of
great ealibre, but as a manager who v
{ not afraid of expense to reach a desi
{ed end. Since that memorable Am
Bingham casts and Amelia Bingham
producttons have remained the standard
of when excey
have offered

“The Frisky Mrs. Johnson” iz a delight
ful comedy, iyde Fitch, n
it Miss Bingham is remembered for some
of her best
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The Intelligent Housekeever
Will note these faeis: Gerrie's Perfec.
tion baking powder i3 the ongest,
purest and highest grade baking powder
sold in Canada. Tt is prepared from
{ chemically pure cream tartar and soda.
Over 3,000 Hamilton housekeepers can

most wholesome food is
Price 30¢ per Ib., at
32 James

sweetest and
made with its use.
Gerrie’'s drug store,
north.

street
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The military authorities are dealing
with the question of how tc
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GANADIANS ON THE
ENGLISH STAGE.

The interest in things Canadian which
exists in England has no more curious

and perhaps no more aceurate manifes-

tatic
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ir Canadian birth.
be an
woman of
Canadian birth is careful to let the dif-
ference be known.
papers treat the music halls with greater
critical seriousness than obtains on this
English
journals not infreqeuntly runs adhss a !
piece of good writing about some “turn”
in |
the
Miss Maud Allemn, appearing at

{ the Palace Theatre, who has become a

| fad among the better classes of play-

goer

s, Canadian by birth. Miss Al

len is an artist in stage movement and

first made a hit on the continent of Eu- |
rope.

In

the subtle representation of

emotion in the portrayal of the passion

| of sound, in the dance, interpretation of

poet
pers

ry

onification of grace., She gives life

and song, she is said to be the |

to the classical melodies of Chopin, Men-

delssohn and Rubenstein
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in her
ing.

mode of

It is stated that though a Canadian

by
year
“the
she
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birth, Miss Allen her

s in

spent early
poetry of motion™
studied
diploma
dnce. she

in
also
the Conservatoire.
created her

est

at
a

1 Francisco, and later learned
Berlin, where
music, and gained the

own

s¥ran nanuscripts and ab'ets and lcarn.
ed all she couid of ancient dance lore
until she had identified herself with the
movements of the great past.

Maud Allen is not the only Canadian
who is making a great hit in London.
Miss Marie Dressler seems to have es-

.blished herself there as a permanent
favorite, ard her earnings are nearly as
high as those of anyone, cxcept the great
| musical artists

Old residents of Ontario in the si
and seventies will, some of them, reme
her an old Germ

| “school.” She studjed old Greek and As-

n-
n sirging teacher, Prof.
Koerber, who lived in various towns and
taught many of the elder gereration to
warble at sdivgly low Port
Hope, Chatham ana Guelph were some of
{ the towns where he resided for consider-
able periods. It is of this Prof. Koerber,
who left a trail of melody through the
Province and amused many with his teu-
tonic drollery, that Marie
whose real name Liela
daughter.

Marie Dressler went
than twenty years ago as a
in a repertoire opera company
in the western Stat
along learning the rud
until she
get into New York
lian Russell. Her st » fame
as perhaps the dro on the
American stage Look place ten or twelve
years ago. Her remarkable gift in
her ability to make the driest and grav
est matter funny by a sudden twist of
expression. Thus reciting Lytton's
stiff and bombastic translation of Schil
ler’s ballad, “The Glove,” she makes the
dull lines excruciatingly funny by her
bodily pantomime.—Saturday Night
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VIRGINIA WARE,
She will appear at the Grand in “The Mayor of Tokio.”
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ACTRESS ON

“GOD SAVE THE KING.”

be'ieve that the playing of the Na

il Hymn at the close of theatrical

= where

her pl
rate would do much

yrmans a
crowds cong
arig of our
tlhe United
Bir m

man.

many

1 evils in States,” saic

Amelia to a Montreal
aper
23 Bingbam went on: “The

s of
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the King' on a rasi
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t only of t hum!
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eal bravery, so in

4

in time of war, it stirs to

1’5 to and strer the w
Il we need in the United States just

is confidence in our form of govern-

» and the |

‘holding classes’ as |

u.,‘.i)‘n.-zn.i

ment and faith in ea
at times almc
is within a!
| ism
“Just now it needs stirring up.
jon of a lot of pecpla i
much like what we of the stage know
as ‘stage fright' There is a popuiar
| supposition that ‘stage fright’ attacks
only the amateur or the person of littie
experience attempting for the first (ime
{ & roll of importance. But, as a matter
of fact, ‘stage fright’ in its acute form
fered most frequent!y by thorouga-
\ petert actors, as only such peopie
can thoroughly appreciate the magnitude
a given fask: and unless all sur-
rounding conditions are favorable and
encouraging, are likely to approach
r work sk cal and fearful.
| “The same rules appiy to everviuy
| life. Shakespeare never wrote a truer
speech that Jacques’ “All the World's &
Stage.””

Although
t scemingly latent, there
Americans a great patn
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very

SCENE IN “GAY NEW YORK,”

Whick will be presented at the Grand mext week.




