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Il‘lé Forthcoming
Dominion Elections

There does not seem to be the slightest
doubt about a general election taking
place next year. The Liberal and Con-
servative parties are already busily en-
gaged with organization work. No doubt
each faction is convinced that the affairs
of the country will only be safe in the
event of them being returned to power.
Each will be able to tell us through its
own particular party paper that the land
will flow with milk and honey only in'the
event of the destinies of the nation /being
placed-in-their hands. ,

Of course there will be notliing new
in these promises: we have heard them
many times before, and have heeded
them with the same old wpiule like de-
votion that has characterided us as work-
ing but unthinking men for ages past.

We have been clanioring for redress
for our wrongs and for salvation from the
autoeratic power of our masters before
and ever since we'have had the privilege
of the franchise. We have had our op-
mﬁﬁ« tipte and agsin to reverse the

of power and next year we will

probably béve another opportfnnity of ex-

ercising dur prerogative as free men to

o pverg:: will to look after
’s welfare for another term.

‘ analogy betwee 1 sthe-
wking electors and the historic apes by
s Dead Sea. We jabber incoherently
about reform, about the abuse of power,
about the grinding down of the masses
beneath the relentless heel of capital and
party pewer with one or two lucid inter-
vals between in which to really KNOW
OUR SELVES and recognise the impot-

of our misused power and then sink

into the 12:?‘& mouthing, inarticu-
late inanities we are---willing listeners
to the eloguent silver-tongued orators who
strut the platforms at election time paint-
ing pictures of the promised land which
he and his particular party are preparing
for our especial edification

Meanwhile we are treated to brilliant
examples of the kindness of both parties
whenever occasion permits.

Commenting on the recent London
election the Industrial Banner says:

«‘The Conservatives loved labor so well
that they brought out a candidate to
oppose labor nominee; and so
were the Liberals to emulate them, t
they stayed at home for fear their votes

would m elect a labor representative.
Thank

the labor people are not blind.

_the late election, with an imperfect
y ization, they had to face the
whole of the Tory Party aud the big wigs

of the Grit Party thrown in, while the
?‘:;iu roosted on the fence. Ne;t

in his present course of election follyt It

only requires a little difference in in-

dustrial matters to precipitate a strike or

How long will the Canadian workman

any more valuable time. In every large
centre of organised labor a branch of the
Canadian Labor Party should at once be
formed. The nomination of a candidate
is not all that is necessary. An infinite
amouut of work will have to be attended
to and the labor vote looked after on
election day. Regina is an important
centre of organized labor. A branch of
the Canadian Labor Party has been form-
ed and is doing some little work. Fellow
worker and therefore vitally interested
brother toiler, is your name down as &
member of the peoples’ party? If not—
Why nott?
S —

American Labor
Federation Meet

President Gompers Challenges
Manufacturers’ Association

Report of the proceedings of the S7th
Anncal Convention of the American
Federation of Labor is just to hand. Pres-
ident Gomper’s repert reveals a very
encouraging state of affairs with regard to
affili organizations.

There is now affiliated to the American
Federation of Labor 117 International
Unions, 37 State Federations, 574 City

‘and Federal Labor Uniouns. e

of approximately 28,500 local unions.

The Secretaries of 112 intermational
unions report that they have issued from
their respective organizations charters to
2,948 newly organized unions during the
past year. There has been an increase
in the membership in the organizations
comprising our Federation of 188,373
during the same period. This leaves en-
tirely out of account the forty thousand
members of the brewery workers, former-
ly affiliated to our Federation.

President Gompers states that much
good has been accomplished during the
past year in the way of federating organ-
izations to the American Federation of
Labor, and it is pleasing to know that
many of the differences of opinion exist-
ing between the several International
Organizations are vanishing, and that a
nearer kinship is being established be-
tween all organized bodies.

Every effort should be put forward to
amalgamate the forces of labor under one
common banner, for labor knows neither

ical or political bounds, and any-

thing that tends to narrow or cripple the
world wide fellowship and scope of labor
should be cast aside to make rooin for the
National unions are pos-

certain

| and as a chain is of a surety no

stronger
than its weakest link, so also is a Nation-

it

‘cﬂgiwf‘" (g C‘P‘*"“l-" ntem
ers bitterly arraigns the Parry-Post-

Van-

dom which is now sweeping with irrest-
ible force over the whole world is un-
availing the new President of the Nation-

al Manufacturers’ Associstion culled from

Central Bodies, and 661 Local M‘*p sharers of the wealth which they pro-
d i~ - G, v

The International Unions are made up |,

“the recesses of his fertile brain a glorious
scheme for the education and moral up-
lifting of the down-trodden sons of toil.
He ‘evolved the magnificent idea of rais-
ing a million and a half dollars from
amongst the manufacturers, the whole of
which vast sum to be devoted to ‘‘educa-
tional ” purposes.

Now, just one moment, my worthy
brother toiler in the industrial fight for
bread, before kneeling down to offer a
prayer of thankfuluess for this unwonted
manifestation of tender hearted solicitude
for your welfare, think, first,—can it be
true! A very little reflection will lead
you to the conclusion that since the sun
still shines by day and the stars by night
according to their usual wont, so alse do
the capitalists and the toilers move in
their several statiens; and there is just as
much likelihood of the sun changing
places with the stars as there is of the
Manufacturers’ Association spending a
million and a half cents for the education
of the workers to a knowledge of those
things which they should know. Referr-
ing to this fund President Gompers stat-
ed that it was not difficalt to discern, and
circamstances since have demonstrated,
that this fund is to be devoted to the
effort to weaken, cripple, and destroy the
unions of labor; the unions which are the
only means of defense of the workers
from tbw greed of the worst
elements capitalist class; the only
means by which the working people, the
wealth producers of our country and our
time, can hope to secure some of the
advantages of advancing civilization, par-
ticipate in the and become larg-

uce.

Norfolk, Va., Nov. 20.— President
Gompers of the American federation of
labor at the afternoon session of the con-
vention here, in an address, occupying
two hours replied to the charges of the
national association of manufacturers and
their president Van Cleave. Documents
were produced and facts were stated back-
ed by proofs that the manufacturers’ asso-
ciation are conducting a campaign with
one Henry Rice. k

Gompers also detailed the attempts
made upon himself by a detective named
Brandenburg, who declared he represent-
ed the manufacturers, and persistently
presented himself at various places in-
clading New York and Washington, and
finally tried to bring Gompers into sign-
ing & supposed confession, the original of
which Gompers produced and read to the
convention.

In closing his address he said, “I
challenge the manufactarers’ association
to their worst,” Gompers resamed his
seat amid prolonged cheers from the
huge gathering, every delegate in the hall
rising to his feet. 5

Berger of Milwaukee, & pronounced
socialist, who has always opposed Gom-
pers, stated he would this year move his
re-election aud Feeley, another socialist,
declared his intention of seconding the

same. ; i

Resolutions of confidence in the presi-
dent and executive council were passed
by & unanimous standing vote amid furth-

er .
v

Cleave outfit of union smashers and work-

to & Daily News man to-day, said that
nearly every town and city in the west is
now well organized so far as the printers
are concerned. An aggressive union
label campaign is being organized and
will be vigorously prosecuted this year.
Winnipeg unionists will likely put up
$4,000 or more for a fund, and Ealpry
men are also going to take up the cam-

ign. ;

The Typographical union of this city is
making the initial step, and will wait on -
the Trades and Labor Council tonight to
ask general co-operation. Part of the
campaign mapped out is to have a union
label tent at the Dominion fair, and it is
likely a committee will be appointed to-
night to approach the management in the
matter. e union label will be the
slogan of unionists in Western Canada

this year, and if money, intelli and
push count for anything, pof:l::ring
the sign of eompetent workmanship, good
wages and fair hours should g’oeo-o

popular.—Calgary News.

Alberta Executive
| Trades Congress

CONVENTION CALL
A convention of delegates from all
Trades Councils, Trades Unions, Society
of Equity and others actively engaged in

the labor movement in Alberta will as-
le in the Trades and Labor Council’s

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 180
at 9 a.m., prompt, to form a platle
enable Labor to be united; to
measures to press before the Provincial
House of Parliament (which assembles in
January) for-Labor’s cause; to decide
questions in to the forthcoming
elections (Proviacial and Federal); to take
up subjects referred to the Alberta Ex-
ecutive by the Dominion Congress, and
other matters necessary and for the ad-
vancement of Labor’s cause in Alberta..

The Convention will be for one day

only and will assemble prompt at 9 a.m.
when d will please hand their
Credentials to the . The Conven-
tion will be private, but union men will
be admitted as visitors on producing a
union card in good standing. ‘i

The Canadian Pacific Railway Co. has
kindly offered the following rates to

Delegates to the Convention on purchas-
ing single fare ticket and securing stand-
ard Certificate as a receipt.

If there are 100 delegates with Standard

Certificate the return will be free.

If there are less than 100 and more
than 25 with 8. C.: Return § the fare.
If there are less than 35 with B. C.:

, Return journey will be § the fare.
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IMPORTANT

Nearly every wéek we have one or
more Lp-n returned to us because the
subscriber has moved and has not given
his new address. There is no excuse for
this, for it would be but little trouble to

regular -
Trades and Labor Counecil
T The Mtiudeass mu:u-
all. ' of is




