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- capacity, they then assume my duties, and Imerely exccute

" cede to the understanding as above, and is unwilling to give

. percent. lowerthan-at.present. .. o - ... 0D V- )
" +-, Resolved, That the tenders submitted-wese  based upon

! furthet:advance -in the prices of proyisions than -usually ‘at-

- theanxiety.manifested.to obtain contracts, induced a modera-

7 e

- ond. In occasional - desnltory remarks.and discussions at
so-cthe-Boarde -0 Lo e e
: All of which X -consider . quite: inconsistent with-your

cwhnving me in the place which-I now occupy. . These.ve-|. *

marks are justified-in"view:of .my- appointment originally in
virtue of which -certain authority. was. vested;in- me, and’
certain Tesponsibility imposed,: i which it is: the peculiar.|-
province of my profession to act, and-for which purposes only-
the appointment. must have been -made. A letter from the*
Tresident, ofi4th April,-1834, informing:me of the resolu- |
tion of the-Board to employ me as their Kcl_iug Engineery in.

pursuance of my -proposition, previously made,. contains also
the following remark :—¢ It :is- the intention to entxust the
< whole  work to ¥ou, employing, if-thought necessaty, a
< Consniting Engineer,-as you -proposed.®® I think that
this expresses no more than it ought to—that it isasit should
be: And that it was the intention to confer all the power
and responsibility which-may be understood from the expres-
sion. So from the first I have understood it, and accordingly
liave acted upon it; and I am ignorant of the instance of
my departing- from this understanding, except in some
cases in which I liave yielded to the .decision- of the Board.,
1am employed as_your Engineer ; now, if the. Board pre-
sume to direct me in the performance of my duties ia that

their orders, which I consider altogether inconsistent. If
(as I have heard it hinted) the Board think that their Acting
-Engineer has too :much power; or-that they have made a
‘mistake in-their arrangement with me, .and that they would
now-make:a different one,- I -say-at once.that I will not
stand in the‘way:of a new arrangement ; but so.long:as-the-
original understanding is in force, I can butexpect it to be
liberally and-honorably acted. mpon.. .If the Board please X
am disposed to proceed, only with the underslanding and as-
surance: that I-shall be sustained:in-the proper place.into
which 1. stept originally in virtue of my appointment as your
Acting Engincer; and also the assurance that the Board will
not’interfere in my appropriate business and_ dutfes.  This
conclusion to which I have come originates-not in -any want
of interest in the work in question,-nor in.any lack.of desire
to see the plans upon which -we are acting successfully and
satisfuctorily carried nut. * No—this interest: and desire is
strong, but it is not all-powerful. 1f the. Board does not ac-

me such assurance, 1 shall. consider their refusul todo so an

acceptance of . my resignation.- N I )
The enquiry, - [ think, has been made a2t tlie Board, that
as the Canal is located, the plans thereof mainly deter~
mined, and that the work altogether is-well understoed now,
can we not dispense with the services of an Acting Engincer?
‘Can'we not get on with an Engineer of less pay ¥ 1 shail
‘make no remark upon these enquiries. - L
I-have the honor to bey . - i
. -Gentlemen, S i

: Your obedient Servant,
o J. B: MILLS.

Cormwall, 18th March, 1836.

Resolued, That the Letter of Mr. J. B, Mills, Resident
Engineer, of 18th March last past, is a virtual. resignation
of his officc, which the-Board accepts.

Resolved, ‘That'it is expedient that the: vacancy made
should be filled up with as little delay as jossible. -

Resoleed, That Mr. George Keefer, Junior, be appuint-
ed Assistant Engineer in place of Mr. Rodrigue, who has left.
the service.. Lo e e e ey

. A-commanication from Mr AN, Buell, one of the Con-
traclors, praying for an advance upon:the: coniract prices for
work on the Canal, in consequence of the serious and un-

‘looked for:rise:in-the prices -of. provisions .and. labor, was|

submitted.. - -« n rioin, e o o tln e L
Resolved, That at the period when the Contracts were
-given‘out for. the: construction. of the, St..Lawrence .Canal in |,
-July, 1834,-1abor was “comparatively abundant, the rate ofl.
‘wages‘moderate, and the. prices -of .provisions from 20. t0.50

‘the assumption that no: probability existed of 2 material falliug
off;in the amount of annual emigration from Ireland to'this |
country—of-:an" extraordinary; demand_for: labor,.or-of any

tended .the_ casitalties. by':which “they. liave- liitherto: been |-

affected in this country.” .-
_Resolved, That agi great competi

;. which:existed and

tion:in the spécific. prices for.the work tobe ‘performed’ un-

paralleled: in: any public:work heretofore-undertaken, in. this | in the"

. '..; ) i'«-)imlgle},'_: - L No':toh,' :

Jis:services, | until his. miccessor_can; be- appointe
"'th_i'pg_q in‘h_i_s‘comm_u,ni.ca!.ibn_ of this day.; ==

‘Lieutenant Governior With, the prayer s

was originally estimated by the En

ineers as the cost of ths -
Canal. ERGE Sae

eral advances which are’ generally.(if notuniversally) made _
to-the Contractors on the.public):vorks_canying"ony'-in;gh.ef .

- United “States, ‘exclude “the possibility of. work ‘being. per-
r at any. thing: near: the: " -
prices contracted for, and that to enforce-the fulflmentof the:

formed on the St. Layrence Canal
contracts at'these prices must involve the” Contractors’and-
theirsurctiesinruin. - - = - - ve R
Resolved, That the ‘consequencés of such’ a measure
wonld be seriously injurious to the interests of this Province,
as it must entail not-only a very, heavy additional expense,
but will for'a considerabie -time .obstruct the application of
the Canalto the beneficial purposes for which, the work ‘was
undertaken. - .- LT TS.to T

Resolved, That the -presél;t Cdntmci&rg_(iiziﬁ:ey benot

required to persevere toa fatal issue) possess advantages which
will enable them -to :perform-the work at lower prices than'-
could with safety be tendered for by new -candidates,- and
thatit is therefore - expedient to_effect, if practicable;. such .
arrangement with theni- as, whilst it ‘may afford them the
prospect of Teasonable remuneration; will* tend to;expedite
the completion. of -the work, and cause 2 greater ‘economy in
the public expenditure, - - - " L S
Resolved, That the ‘interests of the Province. will be,
beiter promoted by malking ‘such:an advance upon the con-

completion of.the work with alacrity by affording a prospect.
of a fair and moderate remuneration, rather than by exacting -
a full performance of the contract, and thercby forcing an
abandonment of- the work, and consequent re-lefting, : .~ : ..
Resolved, That some: of the Contractors-have forced
their works-to a'completion, whilst others have nearly:com-,

‘pleted some of their contracts under many disadvantages, end.

that therclore they: are entitled to consideration- quite .as-
much as those who: have not prosecuted their work so vigor-:
ously, and who would benefit by d prospective- increase,

only. f : .
© Moved" by Jir. Jones—~That Mosss. Vankoughnet,

Norton and Longley be a -Commiitée to -examine into'the _ .

stute of the various contracts and obtain infornation respect
ing the rise in the. price of provisions and labor-since the -
commencement of the work, and report thereon to the Board.
" Which was lost, T e e e T
o o YEas.—~DMesars. T o e e

" Jones, = "V%nkoughilet.
T _ Navs.—Messrs. DI
" Longley, . ' '~ Nortan, -’ Shaver. -

_ Resolvedy That the sum ‘of ‘ten'per cent. be added-to'the
Estimates for ‘lahor performed on” the: contracts’ for”the year’
1833, and that thiry percent. be added to the estimates- of
the Resident Engineer upon the Contract-prices for the: pre-.

‘sent year, unless- circumstances. hiereafter-occur to wartant a.
Soriel T n Y

deduction upon'such a. per centage. : B
Moved by Mr. Vankoughet.~That it is:incanbent

on the Board, from existing circumnstances,. to proceed to the

appointment- of a_Resident: Engineer, without . waiting the’

arrival of Benjarain Wri'ght,’i:_l';s%uire, Consulting Engineer,’
-the-Board having -already delaye !
decision-on several important matters for-three 'days inex~ - -

pectation of his-arrival, in:consequence:of; previous arzange--
ment.: - e o owt T e Sl sl
Which-was. fost ... @ )
.. Vankoughnet, .. Jones. .

L NAvs—Messts. - e
o Shave,. . St

Country, and amoﬁnﬁni.in_the:%g;ggﬂ_; f0.a iéé_}pm:tﬁ;; o
gt

Resalved, That the tinlooked for deinand forlabor which -
-has.arisen and is daily increasing in the United"States-—-the - -
Ereat falling off. in the emigration from Ireland, and the-li-- -

“tract prices as will .enable the- Contractorsto' proceed to. the _

the appoiniment, and theic - -+

S Oridived; That the: Secretary, acquaint ‘Mr:. Mills that - -

: his resignation. as- Resident Engineer has heen accepted ;and

that the. Board receives with much satisfaction the'texiderof - -

HisExcellency
deut ontained in the' peti-
tion of-Mr.’Donald Mun'?__' for the.landTcovered withiiwater,

8, Soulh side sof - CoriiaZsireet, "
ing“58,280 square feet-asdeacribed:

* " Resolved;” That the compl




