, which a knowledge of books is acquired, so
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of finding one’s present worth, &c., are all
laid down in so practical a manner that the
student who has mastered these subjects in
the ““College ” will have little difficulty in
applying his knowledga in practical life. No
doubt some who have attended these schools
have proved very inefficient, because too idle
to complete their term satisfactorily, or with-
out a taste for a book-keeper’s occupation ;
but this proves nothing against the utility of
the schools themselves.

However, we care not as to the means by’|

long as our traders are possessed of it. We
do insist that no * storekeeper ” is entitled
to credit who capmot give an intelligible
statement of his affairs when it is asked for.
If we had more book-keepers in the ranks of
trade we would see more successful men ; the
effect would be to lesson the friction and
grease the wheels of business, rendering it
more satisfactory, and often more profitable,
to all concerned.

STANDARD LIFE ASSURANCE COM-
PANY,

On another page of this paper will be found
the forty-fifth annual report of this Com-
pany. Notwithstanding so lengthened a
career the business is well maintained and
exhibits a steady progress. During the five
years ending November, 1870, new policies
were issued to the amount of £5,713,813stg.
while thé claims for the same period were but
£1,591,732. The accounts are sprepared
and published in the form required by the
new Act of the British Parliament, (33 and
34 Vie., Cap. 61) and are quite explicit.
The expenses of management last year were
£48,039 or 9% per cent. of the' premium
receipts—a very moderate rate of expenditure
in comparison with the general experience on
this side of the Atlantic. It will be noticed
that the funds are chiefly invested in mort-
gages in the United Kingdom, which are very
safe investments, and yield a good return.

THE PRESENT STATE OF THE CROPS.

The prosperity of Canada depends so much

promising. Fromi some districts thére have
been complaints in regard to winter-killing ;
but the writer has passed through some cf
these localities, and although occasiohal signs
of damage were to be seen, still even fmx}:
most of the injured fields there is a likelihood
of obtaining about an average yield. We
consider the prospects of a good crop of fall
wheat to be excellent at the present time.
On account of the backward weather, the
spring crops and the gardens, haye made
very little progress. No injury has been suf-
fered, however, which a few warm showers
will not remedy. Tho orchards are now
covered with blossoms, and present an ex-
ceedingly beautiful appearance. Taking the
Province as a whole, and all kind of farm
produce, the prospect before us is satisfactory.
Circumstances may arise, of course, to dis-
appoint our present prospects and |especta-
tions. But our business friends (some of
whom may be carrying too much  on thejr
shelves or in their books) will bd glad to
know that, at least, the present state of the
crops warrant the hope of a good hatvest this
season.
o R S

Tue Beavyorp Fine.—In the propdr column
will be found the particulars of one of the mast
sweeping conflagrations that ever visitell a Cana-
dian town, involving the destruction df a large
amount of property, and leaving many fumilies in
comparative poverty. Bradford is a tows of abont
1,600 inhabitauts, situated on the lihe of the
Northern Raflway, and like all our ¢ountry towns
and villages, lis largely made up of wooden strue-
tures. Dry geasons, such as the present has so far
proved, exposes all these places to great perl,
especially as their facilities for the extinguishment
of fires are ugually very inadequate. In!this case,
a strong north-west wind carried the flamés with the
utmost rapidity from one inflammable object to
another, till the fuel was éxhausted. Some of the
local companies will lose heavily, but as they
have been upusually fortunate for somie munt]:;
past, they can bear the blow with less chagrin.
Were it not for the large sums they ‘will hand
over at once in cash to the sufferers, t'he calamity,
bad emough in uny case, would be immcnsci_v

aggravated.

Jusurance.

— - —

on a good or a bad harvest, that men of
business naturally feel some anxiety as to the
present condition and prospects of the grow-
ingerops. The spring came in this season
very early, and there has been ample time for
farming operations, which has been made
good use of by our industrieus yeomen.
During the past two or three weeks, how-

ever, the weather has not been favourable— |

there being too much cold and too little rain.
The meadows are consequently rather bare,
and ashort hay crop is threatened. The fall
wheat, as a general rule, looks luxuriant and

— &
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Fize Recorn, — St. Catlgrines, May 16,—
About four o'clock this mofning a fire was dis-
covered in a shed in rear of the frame dwelling on
the corner of Duke and James street, occupie(“l by
Mr. G. P. M. Ball, County Treasdrer. The
alarm was given by some tow-horse drivers who
were then passing the place. They merely shout
ed ‘““Fire!” as théy proceeded on their way, and
{ made no effort whatever to extinguish the ll::mcs
| w 1!i. h could then have been subduedd by a ﬁ'“"
{ pailfulls of water. The cries aroused Mr. Riley.
{ who owns the property, and resided in an ndjoiﬁ'-

ing :l\}‘rlhllxp:, and he and his family endeavared
. Fu extinguish the flames, and alarmed the inmates
{ and neighBorhood, but before asgistance was lob-
ltdlnwl the flames spread rapidly to the barn in

rear, and cox*mmnicated with an adjoining barn,
owned by Mr{ Wm. A. Mittleberger, Town Trea-
surer ; and, sfmultaneously, Mr. Riley's dwelling,
on James strépt, and Mr. Mittleberger’s residence,
on Duke stregt, were enveloped by, the fire; which
also extended to and devoured the dwelling owned
and occupie
turer. The

but before i

brigade was early on the ground,
arrival all the buildings men-
tioned were idoomed to total destruction. As
usual, tlu-rcrtu a scarcity of water, hut by con-

siderable excgtion the firemen stayed the‘rofn-
of the fire 4t Mr. Patterson’s, uving(a welling
only a few et distant, owned by Mrs. Bains
The eause of$he fire is unknown, but it may be

charged to ¢

sably cover all losses :
, furniture $500; insured ia ¢
rance Company for $2,000. Wm.
buildings $2,500, furniture $400;
verpool and Lovdon and Globe
A. F. Patterson, buildings $600,
0; insured in Agricultunr(water-
. D, Mutual for $1,300. G. P. M.
, $800 to $1,000; no insurance,
{ay 23. —A fire broke out in a bak-
ery, caused, Jt is said, by a defective flue, and the
wind being sfrong from the north-east, the flames
soon spread [ronsuming every store on the main
street, and [sweeping over about 25 acres of
ground. A thousand persons were rendered home-
less hy the g¢onflagration. There were tkree fire
engiues on the ground, and the men in charge of
them worked with a will but to little purpose,
Provisions wire sent from Toronto, and contribu-
tions of mdpey, provisions, &c., were made by
varions parfies for the relief of the sufferers,
whose wantd will no doubt be fully attended to,
The following is a correct list of the stores and
dwelling houses which were consumed. On Hol-
land, Bingh4m, and William streets, the build.
ings consumf! are those belonging to or occupi
l';‘y the foll§wing :—John Stibbs, baker; Mrs,
Stibbs, milljnery ; Joseph Deacon, drug store ;
W. Astor, lgrber's shop ; John Boddy, genmi
store ; Alexgndes Campbell, general store; J.
Spence, painf shop ; Mrs. Spence, millinery ; Wm.
Belfry, genedpl store ; Mrs. Bingham, boarding-
house ; Joh§§ Stevenson, saddlery; J. Davis,
hotel ; Dowjer & Sparling, Murphy Bros.,, T.
Driffell & Sqhs, Robert Stewart, J. & W. Good-
¢hild, Strong Bros., and Gibson Cook, all general
stores ; Bingliam’s hotel ; J. Overton, Ehowgnﬁl;
gallery ; James Willeock, watchmaker ; Jo
Montgomery, shoe store ; Edward Bingham, tan-
nery ; Kengell & Adamns, tinsmiths ; Scott &
Graham, saddlers ; J. Onmsby, shoe store, Wm.
Sutcliffe, tdilor; H. S. Broughton, furniture ;
Thomas Kitt-nny & Son, cabinet shop; J. H.
Hockridge, garriage shop; Mrs. Walker & Graham,
millinery ; ['hos. Hayton, store ; J. & D. Borow-
man’s marble works : Grover’s hotel ; Mrs. Dodd,
store, MarkiScalan, law office ; Mrs. Ann Don?
lass, post office ; J. W. Wilson, law office ; H.
Swallow, hapdware ; — Armstrong, blacksmith ;
H. Smith, cery ; Thos. McBrien, store; T.
Walmesley,{butcher. Among the private dwell-
ings \\'hivhlkrrr consumed were the residences of
Moses Astor, Stibbs, Belfry, Geo. White, John
Stevenson. B. Barnard, Reeve, J. Mcl. Steven-
son, T. Montgomery, John Vatterson, Edward
Bingham, W. Chambers, Thomas Kilkenny, T.
Reynolds, Mrs. Long, T. Hayton, Drs. Porter and
Taylor, J. Wainwright, J. McBrien, Thos.
Driffel, — McFarlane, — Pulford, and others.
The conflagration covered, it is estimated, at least
twenty-five acres of ground.

The Losses and Insurance. Bingham's Hotel,
loss $12,000, insurance $11,000; Falcon-
bridge’s stére, loss $10,000, insurance $6,000 ;
J. W. H. Wilson's office, loss $1,000 ; Strong Bros.
(stock), logs $17,000, insurance $9,500 ; Strong
Bros. building, loss $7,000, insurance $4,000 ;
Scott and Graham, loss 2,500, insurance $1,000 ;
T Driffill & Sons, loss $20,000, insurance $10,000 ;
W. Tunis, loss $2,300, insurance $700 ; Mrs

)

insured in
for §1,300.
farniture §
town) and
Ball, furnit

Bradford,

| by Mr. A. F. Patterson, manufae-’
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