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h water at Pictou anu Tormentine, 2 hrs
1 minutes LATER than at x. At Annap-
8t. John, N.B., and P lsln'o( 8 hours
9% minutes LATER, and at St. John’s, Newfeund.
20 minutes EARLIER than at Halifax. At Char-
wn, 2 hours 54 minutes LATER. At Westport,
54 minutes ATER. At Yarmouth, 2 hours

tnutes LATER.
THE LENGTH OF THE DAY.—Add 12 hours to
e of

1% the sun’s setting, and from the sum sub-
oheﬂheu-oof rising.
ﬁn‘ﬂu: LENGTH OF THE NIGHT.—Substract the

's setting from 13 hours, and to the
w&n&mdﬂduun m'onlnl

CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIFS IN
WESTMINSTER HALL.

Our early kings kept this great
Christian festival in the Grand Hall at
Westminster—* Rufus’s Rouring Hall”
—from the Anglo-Norman times. Here
Jobn beld his Christmas feasts in 1218
and 1214; and Henry IIL in 1284,
1838, and 1241 ; and in 1248, whilst

Heunry himself kept Obristmas at Win.
&ester, he commanded his treasurer
“ 4o fill the King's great hall from
Christmas Day to the Day of Circum-
oision (January Ist) with poor people,
and feast them there.” In the mext
{Edward L) reign, in 1277, Llewellyn,
#rince of Wales, sat a guest at the
Ohristmas feast in Westminster Hall.
in 1290, 1292, and 13038, Edward L
slso kept Christmas here ; as did Ed-
ward II in 1817, when, however, few
aobles were present, “ because of dis-
cord between them and the King;”
but in 1829, he kept Chrijtmas bere
“ with great honour and glofie.”
_Edward III. was a right royal provi-
der of Christmas cheer. The art of
cookery was now well understood ; and
the making of blancmanges, tarts and
pies, aud the preparing of rich soups
of the brawn of capons, were among the
cook’s duties at this period. French
cooks were employed by the nobility ;
and in the merchants’ feast we find jel-
lies of ail colours, and in all figures—
flowers, trees, beasts, fish, fowl, and
fruit. The wines were “ a collection of
spiced liquors;” and cinnamon, grains
of paradise, and ginger were in the des.
sert confections. Edward kept his
Ohristmas in Westminster Hall in 1359,
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anl bad for his guests at the banquet |

the captive King of France, and David,
King of Scotland. And in 1362, King
David and the King of Cyprus met
here at two grand entertainments given
by King Edward.

Richard II, according to Stow, gave
“ a house-warmirg in this ball,” upon
the completion of this magnificent edi-
fice of ** profuse hospitality,” when he
feasted 10,000 persons.  We need not
wonder, then. that Richarl kept 2000
cooks ; they were learned in their art,
and have left to the world “ The Form
of Cury ; or, A Roll of English Cook-

ery, cowpiled about the year 1390, by |
In |

the Mister Cook of Richard IL”
1399, Richard kept Christmas sitting
in the great ball, in cloth-of-gold, gar-
nished with pearls and precious stones,
worth 3000 marks.

In 1478, Edward iV. kept Christmas
here with great pomp, wearing his
crown, and making costly presents to
his bousebold. Richard III., althocgh
bis reign was short and turburlent,
kept .wo Christmases here in sumpt-
ous state ; one in 1487, when chroni.

_ cles Philip de Comines, “ he was reigz.-
ing in greater splendour than any King
of England for the last hundred years.”

“Next year be solemmized the festival

z" splendidjy, and so ptientive was

- Mg King)te,Arivisk mstters, that we

@‘whhm’“"”
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"marks for certain New Year's gifts
against tbe feast of Christmas.” The
festivities continued till the day of

| Epipbany, when they terminated with

; an extraordinary feast—* the King
bimself,” says the bistorian of Croy-

'land, “wearigg his crown, and bolding
a splendid feast in the great ball, simi-
lar to that of his coronation.”

Henry VIL, thoagh little inclined to
spending money, kept the ninth Christ-
mas of his reign with great magnifi-

| cence in Westminster Hall; feasting

' the Lord Mayor and Alderman of Lon-

I don, and showing them sports on the

| night following, hung with tapestry ;

which sports being ended in the morn-
ing, the King, Queen and Court sat
down at a table of stone to 120 dishes

' placed by as many knights and squires ;

while the Mayor was served with twen-

ty-four dishes, and abundance of wines.

And, finally, the King and Queen be-

ing conveyed with great lights into the

palace, the Mayor and his company, in
barges, returned to London by break of
the next day. Henry VIII. mostly kept
his Christmas at Richmond. Greenwich
| and Eltham. Edward VI., at Christ-
| mas 1552, kept one of the most magni-
| ficent revellings on record; but in
| Queen Mary’s short and gloomy reign
the Christmas festivities were neglect-
ed. They were, however, renewed by

Queen Elizabeth, when plays and

masques were specially patronized, and

the children of St. Paul's and West-
minster often performed before the

Queen.

We part from these pictures of the
Royal Christmas of centuries since, as
from one of Time's statoly pageants;
which bring the picturesqueness of the
past into vivid con‘rast with the more
widely-spread hospitalities of the pre-
sent age ; reminding us that, although
Westminster Hall may he void and
gloomy on the coming Christmas Day,
greater enjoyment than was yielded by
the prodigal heaps of luxury once con-
sumed within those walls, is now, with
through the length and breadth of the
land, and the national wealth of Christ-
mas is thus brought home to every
Englishman’s firemde.

For the celebrations at Colleges and
Inns of Court, the Great Halls were
specially adapted. In 1561, the Christ- .

v splendid ; brawn, mustard sod |

dlmsey were served for breakfast,
and the dinner in the Hall was a grand
affair; between the two courses, first
came the master of the game, then the
ranger of the forests ; and having
blown three blasts of the hunting-torn,
they paced three times round the fire,
then in the middle of the Hall. Cer-
tain courtesies followed, nine or ten
couple of hounds were brought in, with
a fox and cat, both which were set up-
on by the dogs, amid blowing of horns,
and killed beneath the fire. At the’
close of the second course, the oldest of
the masters of the revels sang a song;
after some repose and further revels,
supper was served, which being over,
| the marshal was borne in by four men,
' on a sort of seaffold, three times round
 the fire, crying, “ A lord,” &ec., after

which he came down and went to
| dance. The Lord of Misrule then ad-
| dressed himself to the banquet, which
! ended with minstrelsy, mirth, and
id:tncing. The Christmas masque at

Gray’s Inn, in 1592, was very magnifi-
' cent. In 1592, the head of colleges at
| Cambridge acted a Latin comedy at
Christmas before Queen Elizabeth; and
in 1607, there was a cele' rated exhibi-
| tion of the Christmas Prince at St.
| John’s College, Oxford.

<l -

THE CENTEENIAL AWARDS TO CANA-
| DA.—Arrangements are being made in ac-
i cordance with a meeting of anadian ex-
| bibitors at the Centennial, held in Phila-

mas revels at the Inner Temple were ]

ST- NICBOLAS.
Nicholas ! time honor'd name!
Msmories of thewsse backward flung,

childbood’s Christmas came,
r.?m.- *round the chimney bung,

How sorely puzzled we bave been,
Wondci::'hthmldmdo.
To bri our “.MM
Down small, sooty, ebimney flue.

And we bad staid awake that night,
Watching for Sants Clans to come,
Hoping of bim to catch one sight,
Within our cosy little room.

Batno, slas! t'was all in vain,

He ne’er would put bimself in view,
No matter how our eyes we'd strain,
We found that it would “ never do.

And then, when sleepy, tired, cold,
We'd nestle in our bed so warm,
And dream, a Saint so wondsous old
Could miracles, with ease, perform.

We took but precious little’ sleep,

At the first streak of dawn’s grey light,
| Into our stockings we must peep.

| And spread our gifts before our sight.

| No sleep agamn was 1o be bad,

; Among the merry girls and boys.

| No one could sleep, it was *‘ too bad,”
Amid the jubilant shouts and noise,

We always thought it was so nice,

To bave our merry Christmas sport,
When earth is ro in snow and ice,
And days were-d8ll, and cold and sbort.

And as tll::!un rolled round in,
We watched thy coming from afar ;
As when on old Judea's Ll:in.

The wise men hailed the beaming star.

Which rose upon the happy earth,
In radiant beauty fixed to lhoq.
The place of our Redeemer’s birth,
Tha: first glad Christmas long ago.

And the first Christmas gifts were spread,
Rare perfume, incense, ious go
Beside Immanuel’s lowly bed, .
When wandering shepherds left their fold,

And angels sang to Bethlehem'’s sons,
“To you this day, a Saviour’s born.”

And joy is with the little ones,

As was with angels on that morn.
Thou’lt come and go, bring thy own joy,
And ta yet, a store,

presen
To every ba and bo{,
Each ;o,nr, l: “‘En:e shall be no more”™
_*:

Guysbero’,

Dz. Wabppr was the brightest and
most vivid of gmen in society. No one
that ever passed a free hour im social
even Sydoey Smith was a wittier man,
or uttered more, or more pungent, or
sparkled, every repartee flashed. Now
graceful, now ¢ 3 i i

woéation he could be se-
verely witty. A lady many years ago
received from him at table a helping
that seemed rather bountiful. “O, M,
Waddy she said, how much you have
given me—quite a cartload!”” In due
time, however, with a sort of apology,
she intimated to him that the fare was
so excellent she would have to trouble
him for a little more. “ Certainly,
ma’'am,” was the smart reply;” back
your cart up.” Sitting at dinner near
an open window that opened toward
Cheapside, the noise from that busy
thoroughfare interfered with ‘the flow
of conversation, and be asked for the
window to be closed. *‘I thought,”
said some one, “ that you liked air, Dr.
Waddy.” “Itis not the air,” he re-
plied, “t> which I object, but the ac-
companiement.” Riding in the train
with a weakling and foppish youth, who
lisped out an inquiry asto whether he

service was over, went into the vestry,
aud found Dr. Waddy there, the preach-
er baving disappeared. The minister
expressed to the doctor his regret that
the service had been s0 marred and so
protracted “ Ah, well !” was the instant
reply you see it was a conci oad clerum,”
(ad [to] clear’em.) Many an address
to the clergy before has been a sermon
to clear 'em ; but never, perhaps, had

so felicitous and at the same time grot- |
esquea pun been made on such an occs-

sion.— English Cor. Advocate. ‘

Dr. SHLIEMANN’S DISCOVERIES IN
GRECE.—Dr. Schliemann, the German ex-
plorer, has sent the following dispatch
to the King of Greece :—

To His Majesty King George.

With unbounded joy I aunounce to
Your Majesty that I have disco vered the |
monument which the tradition related by
Pausanius, indicates as the tombs of Aga-
menmon, Cassandras, EKdrymedon and
their companions who were killed while
feasting at a banquet by Clycenntsa and
her lover Xgisthus.

These tombs are surrouuded by a double
garalell circle, with tablets undoubtedly
erected to the bonor of the victims, In
these tombs I bave fouud 1mmense arch-
@ological treasures and numbers of arti-
cles of pure gold.

The treasure alone is sufficient to fill a
large museum, and the most splendid in
the world. In succeeding ages Iam sure
it will attract to Greece thousands of
strangers from abroad. AsI am laboring
simply for the love of science I waive all
claim to the treasure, aud offer it with in-
tense enthusiasm, entirely to Greece.

Sire, may these treasures, with God’s
blessing, become the corner stone of an
immense national wealth.

De. HENRI SCHLIEMANN.

Mycens, Nov. 28, 1876.

REVIVAL PREACHING.
Baptist Union,

The great revivals which from time
to time have visited Christendom have
been associated with peculiar styles of
preaching. ° Each epoch has been
marked with a type of ministration
specially its own ; but in all cases these
great results have tollowed in the line
of the presentation’ of some grand and
fundamental of the gospel. The
men under whom these spiritual move-
ments have rred h;ze, in their
preaching, i on some great doc-
tring, which in ijs unfoldings antagon-
ised the tendencies of the age in which
they lived. Sentimeutal, sensational,
or even philosophical utterances have
not been the weapons which the Spirit
bas employed so mightily to the pulling
down the strongholds of sin.

Luther roused Europe from its slum-
bers by preaching justification, by
faith. Edwards insisted upon the
doctrines of the retributive justice of
God, and necessity of regeneration.
Wesley effected his great reform by de-
manding spiritual life in distinction
from worldly comformity. Finney ex-
pounded the operation of the law of
God on the consecience, and Moody in-
sists on the power of a simple faith in
the atonement of Christ. But in ail
cases revival preaching, has been doc-
trinal preaching, and the preaching of
those truths which reveal thesovereign.-

ty of God’s grace, and the depravity
and helplessness of huwan nature, |

would bhave any objection if he smoked

objections is that I fear it may make
you ill.”

No samples, however, can convey any
just idea of toe everlasting flow of wit
from his lips. The wultitude and in-
cessancy of his witticisms, indeed, pre-
vented more than a very few from being
remembered. They effaced each other.
| One, however, just occurs $0 me as I now
write, and was about to quit the sub-

| delphia on the 15th of last month, for a

Excellency the Governor General, if he
will aecept an invitati-n to be present,
shall present'the successful Canadian com-
petitors with the medals they won. It is
intended to have the banquet in Ottawa
svon after the opening of the session, and
to invite to it, besides the Governor Gen-
e al, the Lieutant Governor of the varions
Provinces, the members of the D.mmion
snd several Provincial Cabinets, the Unit.
ed States Centennial Commissoners, the
Foreign. Commissioners and: Consuls, the
Marors of the cities snd towns in the Do-
winion, and sny other gentiemen approv-
od by the gemeral committee baving

¢ #he matter in oharge —Toronto Mail,

1a9d ads ;

grand banquet, at which it is probable bis ‘

| Ject, which I cannot refrain from giving
| it 80 comical, and 3t the same time of
{ 80 pastoral a charaeter. Dr. Waddy
| was at one time not only governor and
| chaplain of Wesley College, Sheffield
| but chairman (as we call it) of /the
Sheffield District. On owe of the even-
ings of the district session an excellent
brother—gifted too, as well as good;
bad beenappointed to preach what should
have been the principy! sermon of the
district session. Unfortuna.tely the
preacher was neither easy nor powerful
in preaching, but be was long; and be-
fore he ‘had ended, bis_congregetios, |

a cigar, Dr. Wad-ly, after surveying: ’ !
the youth with & somewhs: deliborate | They antagonise the pride of the hum-
air of criticism, said blandly, “ My only |

largely melted |

These are doctrines which pre-eminetly !
| belong to the sphere of revelation. |

' anintellect, and the rebellion of the |
| human heart. They exalt Christ, and
| constitute just those truths which }
make up the message of the gospel aud "
| brove it to be the power of God unto
salvation.

The preaching of just these old-fash.
ioned doctrines in some and all of |
their phases is needed at the present
day—a day of shallow sensativnalism
or of philosophical disquisition. We j
can never outgrow the wisdom of God, |
or afford to dispense with the Word of ?
God, which is the sword of the Spirit. |

Suach preaching brings Christians to ;
their knees, leads them to realise their |
dependence on God, and their need of ;
“power from on high.” It reaches
and searches the devices of self-right-
eousness, and brings the sinner to feel
his Jost condition, and to trust in the
sovereign and atoning efficacy of the
cross. It honours the Spirit of God.

Reader, resew bserint;
,l::z' Wene S::ll' :l:?cnptxon for

away. One of the ministors, after the

;

Nor dare, thou flusheq and flag -

. B of Righteousness &oht:d ot
ow that the long dark night bath .y
And souls are angry for the day

On mountain tope bright hera)
With beautifs] and shining ":::knd.

And publish over sea and la
The welcome tidings ghd?;:d sweet.

He comes! the sky is all o fi
We see tbe bannered pomp l:ufu-
The advancing splendor *ushing hi he
To flood and overflow the world.lg 'T'
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0BITUARY
“IN MEMORIAM,”

BY MES. J. SHENTON,

Died at Athol, of Diptheria,
Eliza, a,
dangher of Frag a, ood & mont

I give a short account of her
death, in her mother's own wordg: «
professed Christ during th Meetingy
beld bere in January ugnd ;ebnnq of
this year, and was received mto
Methodist Church of this place, On Sug.
day, the 15th October, she attended churel
in the morning, and Sabbath-schoo] a
the afternoon ; it was about four o'clock
when she returned. At six she was very
ill. We did all we could to save ber, but
it was death from the first bour, 8hy
took no food for the seven days she lived,
ber stomach rejected every thing; bat
her mind expanded wonderfully in theg
seven days of suffering ; the activity o
ber naturally active mind wag greatly in.
tensified, and her preceptions were won.
derfully clear. Death to her had 20
other sting than that of leaving her par-
ents. She asked me if the straggles of
death were very hard, and about an hogr

before she died, she tarned her face cloge

to mine, and said,—* Ma, it is harder to
die than I thought it was;” but no sound
of complaint came from her lipe. On
Friday we thought her dying, but oh | i
was 8o bard togive ber up; we plead with
God to spare her to us. Bat then, as she
lingered and suffered in the agonies of
death, we were constrained to ask our
Heavenly father to release ber for it

seemed as thongh ber departure was only
delayed for our comfort. ¥or hours be.
fore she left us, her face was radiant with

a heavenly light that I never saw on mior.
tal face before. Amid the most intense

suffering, she would lovk upom ar and
smile ; but oh! that smle, I can never
forget it ; it was not Flora's own, it was
glorious. About five minates before she
left us, all pain ceased. she felt the end

was reached, “ Mamma, do not weep for
me! Good bye, papa; O, papa, donot
grieve for me, but love God!” She threw -
ber arms around ber brother's neck, and

said, “ Good bye, brother, love God and

come to me in heaven!” She then bade

thejothers, even the doctor, good bye, leav:

ing the same carnest request. I had

moved, to give others a place beside her.

She then looked to me; I knelt beside

her. She turned her face close to mine,

closed -her mouth and her eyes, and was

gone.  As she turned her face she smi'ed;

and the angel of death left the smile 80

sweet and so perfect, that all who looked

at her saw its impress.

Asshe lay in her robes of whiteness

\m her cold pale hands on her breast,
Sad hearts were asking the Master

Why so soon he had given her rest?
Rest, ere the feet had grown w A

Rest, ere the heart had been & )
Why ? Oh, why ? had he taken their darling

So soon, to the world of the glad.

How often we call in our lngujsh,
And list for an answer in vain,
And the silence, so dumb and swial,
Adds pangs to the old dull pais.

How oft hearts are breaking or
And life’s light goes out of the
When his rivers and waves overﬂo':u

And the billows of death round us

Earth’s farewells had only bees spoken,
When her pure spirit passed away

From the home of i.cl-rm". v %
And their beautiful idol was G35 -

But the smile that thg ngkcl olmm
When her last fon was

Was the soul’s farewell to the loved "o,
As she went to her pative hesves.

0, hearts that are wounded and weeping,
Catch a gleam from u";)cgb{: to be;

The bud is unfolding, in beauty,
That was nipt from your own fmlll;{r tree.

For Heaven's white portal bas q'hutdin'
Away from earth's noise and its dif;

Away from its woes and its s0rTow,
Away from its anguish and sin.

Safe. where the victor's song ﬂmef:,e'
And the anthems of Seraphim bl - oy
And the waves of her life, in beaaty
Like eternity’s day, without end.
Up, where the trees of life clucwr,lu"
There, where the pearly gates £
There, where the immortelles blosso,
By the side of the crystalline stream.

There, where the dark 'Of.l’gh""'
Never shall darken her skies;

There, where the telr-dbr:r m
Arc wi from tear bedim

There, where the fall tide of raptare,
Throbs with its impulse clg;l#v

There, where she ever be!
Jehovab, the sacient of days-

As sbe lay in her robes of whiteb®l
W"itb litumn flowers o her 4o the strickes
Low snd.sweet came s voice

and Eliza Do.he:’
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HARK ! the he
Sounding frod
Earth is glad, a
Brlgbtly glee
Shout the t
Hallelujabs
Christ 18 b
Loud let pt

See the wise me
To the new- b
While the shept
Make the mo
Shout the t
Hallelujahs
Christ is be
Loud let P
S0 comeo we with
On this festal
Christmas-tide
Bidding us be
Shout the
Hallelujah:
Christ is b
Loud let p

Glory be to Go
And on earth
No more discor
Let good-will
Shout the t
Hallelujah
Peace on es
Loud let pu

Girls.—The Lor,
Boys.—1 shall 1
(G.—He maketh
pasture
B.—He leadeth
(t'—.-—“c restoret
B.—He | eadth o
COUSHeS
(.—Yea, thoug
valley «
B.—T1 will fearn
G.—For thou a
B.—Thy rod and
(. —'Thou prepay
B.—1In the pres
G.—'Thou annin
B.—My cup run|
G.—Surely “goc
fn“ow
B.—All the day
( And 1y
Hoth ]} Ta the |
(To be recited.)
“Two little ey
Two little ear
Two little fo
Two handst
One little tor
One hittle. h
youth,
Take them, d
Always obedi

To be sung.)
T}lv’bu two
given,
Must look al
And hewill si
And teach us
These two lit

and La
To walk in t}
These two lit
To words tha

These two it
to labs

" For Jesus al
This one litt

. These lipsb
That when h
I'be beautif:
To each lLitt)

A crown of

| Lt the
ment witk the
2 —Touech th

r=—8toon o




