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" RSSAY IIl.—THE SUPERNATURAL CHAE-
ACTER OF CANADIAN METHODISM.

(Prom the Canadian Methodist Majizine )

By the “ supernatural,” we mean that
which is above the powers or laws of
pature ; we mean that which is produc-
ed by a Divine areney—the immediate
power of Ged. But in affirming the
# gupernatural chbaracter of Canadian
M. thodi<~m,” we are far from denyiog
or ignoriog the ** supernatural” in other
re'igious persuasions who huld the doc-
tripes of the Triune Godbhead, the atone-
ment of Jesus Clirist, and the resultant
work of the Holy Ghost, and who prac-
tieally and experimentally incorporate
these doctrines with the pardon of peni-
fent sinners, their regeneration and
adoption into the Church, or family, of
the living God. These doctrmes are

.embraced in the creed, of all Protestant
denominations, except the Unitarians
and Pelagians ; but thongh these doe-
trines were in Protestant creeds, they
were not always in Protestant pulpits
or in Protestant congregatiors. Im the
commencement of Methodism in Eog-
land, few of the clerxy of the Establish-
-#1 Cbu-ch and few of the Dissenters
preached, much less exemplified, these
doetrines, though they wagdprominent
in their creeds. But Methodism, frow
the beginning, in England the, United
States, and Canada, gave a supreme
significance and practical application to
these doctrines, which have eonstituted
the supernatural character of Metbodism
througbout the world. This is special-
ly true of Canalian Metbodism, with
which we have chiefly to do in these
Essavs. Though the first ministers
were * few and far between,” there was
perfect unity in the doctrines of faith
and experience which they preach-d,
and everywhere, by the river side or in
the remote wilderness, there was but
one doctrine, one faith, one experience.
one joy, one fel'owship, among the iso-
‘lated preachers and societies, from
Quebec to Detroit.

The summary of the doctrines which
they preached was the natural depravity
of the human heart; the atonement
made by Je«us Christ as a full and suf-
ficient sacrific- for the sins of the whole
world ; the offering of salvation to every
individual, on the condition of repent-
ence towards God and faith in our L .rd
Jesus Cbrist; justification by faith
alone ; but from the faith which josti-
fies, good works proceed ; the witness of
the Spirit, which may be enjoyed by
-every believer attesting his sonship;
and the pressing after * holiness, with-
out which no man can see the Lord,” —
followed by she doctrines of future re-
wards and puishments, together with
the immortality or the soul and the
tesurrection of tbe body. It will be
seen that these doctrines are
but the R-formation as embodied in
the Articles of the Cburch of England,
except. the 17th Article, on Predestina-

tion and Election, which means Armin-
_ianism as contended by Wesley and
Eletcher, or Calvinism as argued by
Toplady and Shirely. These doctrines
differ from those of the Calvinistic
Chaurehes, in rejecting the doctrines of
absolute election and reprobation, and
of the impossibility of falling from
grace; they differ from the Unitarians
and Socinians, by proclaiming the su-
me divinity and atonement of the
rd Jesus Cbrist; and from the Pela-
gians, by bolding the doctrine of buman
depravity—the npatural corruption of
the buman heart, and human inability,
without Divine grace, to turn from sin
to boliness—teaching at the same time,
that a sufficient measure of grace is
given to every man to profit witbal, and
tbat through the meri's of Christ’s
atonement full salvation is the privilege
of every individual.

The doctrines insisted upon by tbe
first preachers in Canada, as also by
Mr. Wesley himself, and by his trane
and faithful successors of the present
day, were few, in each of which the pre-
sence and exercise of Divine power was
recognized and prayed for. Mr Wesley
says—* I have again and again, with
all the plainess I could. declared what
our constant doctrines are ; whereby we
are distinguisbed only from beathens
or nominal Christians ; not from any
that worship God in spirit and in truth.
Qur main doctrines, which include all
the rest, are three—that of repentance,

of faith, and of boliness. The first of '

these we account, as it were, the porch
of religion; the next, the door; the
third religion itself.”

I{ we consider separately aud succes-
ively the dootrines preached by the
m nisters af Methodism in Canads, and
the manner in which they were preach-
ed, we will see at once the supernatural
character of Canadian Methodism, its

ment with the doctrines and spirit

:’ the Protestant Reoformation, and with
those of our Lord and bis apostles.
When the voice of Jobn the Baptist
rying in the wilderness, “ Repent ye,
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand,”
was silenced by his death of martyrdom,
then “frox: that time Jesus began to
each and to say, Repent, for the king-

m of heaven is at band,” And in

day of Pentecost, io answer to the in-
quiry of the wultitude, “pricked o the

we do ?” the Apostle Peter said * Repent
snd be baptized, every one of you, in
the nam~ of Jesus Cbrist for the remis-
sion of sins, and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Gbost.” Aad in the
preaching of the Apostle Paul, who on
reviewing his mioistry, declares to his
brethern of Ephesus that be bas
“ taucht publicly and from bouse to
house,” * both to the Jews and Greeks,
Repentance toward God, sund faitk
toward our Lord Jesns Cbrist ;” so the
first of Wesley’s * favourate doetrines”
was repentance ; and thus did Dr. Bangs,
in opening bis mission to the destitute
Canadian settlers of th¢ western dis-
trict of Upper Canada, for his text
Acts iii. 19, “ Repent ye, therefoie, and
be converted, that your sios way be
blotted out, when the times of refresh-
ing suall come from the presence of the
Lord”
preacher of that day commence his
mission of love and compassion to the
destitute settlers.
Methodist preachers in Cauads were
rightly called legio tonans—the thunder-
ing legion ; for the tbunder trumpet of
their voice sounded throughout the
wilderness setilements of Canada * Re-
pent and be converted.”

_Aad the repentance, or conviction of
sin, thus taugbs at the very threshold
of their ministrations—a repentance
consisting not merely of regret and re-
morse for past misdeeds, and a desire
and determination to forsake them, but
8 repentance invelving a consciousness
l of the siufulness of the beart, the guilt
snd eondemuoation of sin, i1ts burden
and misery, dread of its punishment
and struggies to be delivered from its
power, exclaiming, “ O wretched man
that [ am ! who sball deliver me from
the body of this death 7’’—this repent-
ance, not admitted under the luw of
works, is the first-fruit of the Redeem-
er's atoning work, who is exalted at the
right band of God to give repentance
and the remission of sins.

Three things are included in that re-
pentance which is unto salvation, and
which was preached by Wesley and the
pioneer preachers of Canadisn Metho-
dism: 1. A holy sorrow for sin, as dis-
hooourable to God and defiling to the
soul—as ungrate.ul, bateful and des-
tructive. 2. Confession of sin—a con-
fession which is simply the language
of the inward sorrow of the heart—
the giving vent to that sorrow, in ac-
knowledgyments free without eompul-
sion, ingenious without reserve, cordial
without bypoerisy. 8. A turning from
sin—from all sin, from every sin—turn.
ing to God. Godly sorrow flows from
God, and leads to Him, Repeatance
unto life, is repentance fowards God.
The repentant hea t turns o God, as
the needle to the pole.
not only Jamented and reocynced his
barlot indulgences, but returned to his
insulted fatber.  Sach - repentance
teaches the bitterness of sin, shows the
nature of pardon, prepares anod melts
the heart, like wax, to receive the seal
of pardon.

Such is the repentsnce taught by
Wesley, and bis fellow-labourers and
spiritual sons 1n the United Siates and
in Canada. Sucha repentance 18 closely
and inecparably connected with faith ; a
fa'th, not a mere intellectual assent to
the doctrine of redemption and all the
truths of the Go-pel, but a frust in the
Redeemer. Repeuntauce is the sorrowful
consciousness of guilt, and a throbbing
desire for forgiveness ; faith is the trust
of the soul iu the sacrificial death of
1the Son of God for pardon and eternal
life—it is the resting of the sonl upon
Cbrist alone for salvgtion. Without
faith, repentance would bz but the
anguish of irreparable sin and folly—
the gloomy foreshadowing of future
panishment; without repentance, faith
18 the mere assent of the understanding
—the heartless and perbaps reluctant
submission of the judgement to facts
and doctrines which cannot be succe.s-
fully contradicted or reasonably doubt-
ed. Repentance gives heart and bands
to faith ; faith places that heart upon
Jesus Christ, and clusps those bands
around His cross. Faith is the vital
artery of the soul; it unites the soul to
Christ; it receives life from Him; it
quickens the soul from death uato life.
“ He that believeth on the Son of God,
thongh he were dead, yet shall he live.”

Hence pardon, adoption, and regen-
eration immediately follow upon repen-
tance and faith. By pardon, we are
delivered from the punishment and
guilt of sin through tue merits of Jusus
{ Christ; by adoption, we are taken into
| the family of Gud, are dignified by His
name, and made partakers of all the
privileges of His children ; by regenera-
tion, we are restored to the moral 1mage
of God—we are stawped with the seal
of his likeness—we are renmewed in
righteousness and true holiness. New
faculties are not given; but the quali-
tivs, the character, the tendeney of our
intellectual and moral powers are chang-
ed and improved—embracing the under-
standing, the will, the conscience, the
affections, the passions, and appetites ;
and prompting us still, by an ever-in-
creasing hungering aud thirsting after
righteousness, until the God of peace
sanctifies us wholly, preserving our
whole spirit, soul and body unto the

80 aleo did every Methodist

Tue first race of

prodigal |

| and adoption are carmel 18 the soul

| instantaneously.
Such is a meagre summary of

l-uuzbt that the su

the Lord.”
(To be coutinued.)
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REVISING THE BIBLE.

or THE Excrism aNp AMERICAN
ComurTmes.

on * Bibal Revision.”
liffe, 500 years ago; bow that version

from theGreek and Hebrew direct. King
James’s version followed very close-

' how the present work of revising the
' Bible was g.ing on in England and
| Amenica. The i!ngli.h committee of
| furty-seven learned professors and dig-
nitaries was appointed in 1870. They
early took a comprehensive and liberal
view of the matter, and invited all the
Protestant  denominations
couutries to codperate with them. The
Eunylish committee, he said, has held
montbly meetings in the Jerusalem
chamber in Westminster, They do
tbeir work at howe, taking & chapter
at a time. Each one makes a revision
of the chapter, and at the monthly
meetings they all eompare notes. They
then take a vote on each proposed
change, and a majority is sufficient to
decde in favor of the change. But that
is Ly no means the end of it. At the
next meeting the proposed slterations

are voted on again, and at that time a |

. two-thirds vote is required. A third
time the same questions are voted on,
when the eonsent of three-fourths of all
the members of the committee is requir-
ed to settle the question. Exactly the
same plan was adopted by the American
cowmittee, which has been bolding
woonthly meetings in the Bible House
since 1872. Tone English committee,
as fast us it has completed one book of
the Beriptures, sends a confidential copy
to the Awerican revisers, who take up
the English and American revisions
together, and take another vote, in case
the iwo do not agree. If they cannot
agree with tbe Euglish eopy, they mark
the corrections and retwrn the manu-
script to Eogland. Tben she English
revisers take still another vote, and in
case they cannot agree with the Ameri-
can version, both transiations are pre-
served, to be inseited in an appendix.

Dr. Schaff said that psins were taken
Dot to mar the idioms, the grammar and

familiar version.

bibical schbolars of the two English
speaking nations.

e ——

COVETOUSNESS.

Covetousness is an insidious passion.
It is a devil disguised as an angel of
light. It takes the shape of prudence.
It glazes its bideousness with the pre.
‘tense of affection. It is a cancer that
eats out many a man’s heart before he
knows it. It was a warning from heav-
enly wisdom that ssid, “Be:ware of
covetousness.” It is a foe against which
a watch must be set, The soul must
be barred against its entrance,—Oace
admitted, its expulsion becomes a mat-
ter of greatest difficulty. It shrinks and
| corrodes the heart. The more it is fed
| the keener isitg hunger. Thisis a snare
| into which men fall heedlessly, and the
' end is that they are drowned in perdi-

 tion, The beginniog of this evil is as |

beart,” * Men and bretbern, what sball | gimuitaneously, and sometimes nearly | obliged, Ly the reply of

of Canadian Methodism proclaimed in ' been placed by Rev. Mr. Robbins,
public, and taught from house to bouse, | false position befo.e the readers of ith
among the new and scattered settlers ' Christian Wessenger, and as Trustee of |
of the Canadian wilderness; and * the g church you officially represeut,
band of the Lord was with them, and 8 ' cannot consent to leave ourselves,
great number believd and turned unto | minister and members where Rev. Mr.

Dr. Scuayy Exprains THE METHODS

Tbe Rev. Dr. Phihip Behafl, the well-
known Biblical scholar, preached last
evening at St. Paul’'s Metbodist Cburch,
He told bow the

Bible was first translated into English,
| or rather Anglo-Sazon, by John Wick- |

gruiuu_y became obsolete, giving place |
to Tindale’s Bible, wnich was translated |

| ly the translation by Tindale. He told |

of other '

the general style of the ancient and |

No change would be | o, vyils himsed of the loopbole and
made that was not ugreed on by the best | says in effect his remarks were not in-

R-v. Mr. Rob-
| bios in the Christian Messenger of Feby.

the | 18:h, to ask permission to appear again
Scriptural and experimental doctrines  before the religious public, with swall, |
tural character | disagreeable, local matter : but we bave
in 8
e | otber denomination not their own, viz, g

| Robbins strives to place us all, viz: n
| a position of bostility to—and persecu-

| tion of the Baptist denomination in this |
The very opposite to this |
| is the case. We believe we could send |
yoa a paper signed by ninety-nine out !

| community.

of every hundred, of the inhabitants of
- Port George and vicinity, statiog that

Mz. Eprror :—We are sorry to be |

we | whatever to the pulpit.
our | said, was left entirely with the Trustees,

pews in the building. I stated distinet-
ty that it was a Methodist Ceurch to
all intents and purposes and that per-
sons purchasing pews wou!d have the
same rig“t or privilege they would hayve
, if they purcbased pews 1n any other M.
tholist Church or in the Church of any

| Right to the wuse of their pews but none
That matter, |

| and the Methodist Minister oa the eip-
| cuit. If they saw fit at any time, being
' on the spot, and acquainted with exist-

to open the church, as is often done for
ministers of other denowminations—ig
was in their power to do so. The late
Rev. James England, Chairman of the
Aonapolia District, was present on the

" before Rev. Mr. Robbins commenced | day, the pews were sold, and eador-

his sectarian * battle,” the whole com- |
munity seerued to be of one beart, and |
soul in their religious services, and that |

public peace, snd good will, would pro-
ba’ly bave continued to
ple of the piace, if the

rvade the |
, v. Mr. R. | out iv idle words, simply because such
| bad not appesred in the Christian Mes- | pledge baJ never been given, and con-
senger charging us witn both the spirif | sequently never could be broken.

sed my exposition of Methodist law and
usage bearing on such matters.”

Now what becomes of this «
Pledge” to the Baptists, we have been
beaiing s0 much about of late ? It dies

Nevertheless up to the time Rev. Mr.

rect statewent, saying,—* As soou &3 | Robbins came here the Baptists desir-

God gave us couverts, and 1 baptized
them 1in the right way ? 1 wassbut out
of the meeting-house.”

Now Mr. Editor before we present
the proof of our former charves—ailow
us L0 note some idcorrect statements in
the second article of Rev. Mr. R He
does not get through with his second
paragrapt before he makes another
glaring mis-staterrent he says re‘erring
to the Trustees, “ My caution to Bap-
tists is the object of s tack.” Mr. Rob-
bins may caution Baptists till the day
of his death, for ought it coucerns us,
or for ought we need care. It is not
his mis-representations touching our
minister—the trustees—and the *‘sister

dist.” These are the incawtious state-
ments in his *“eautivas to Baptists,” of
which we complain.

madverts with no little asperity upon
the two qualifying clauses of our
charges,, namely, * we honestly believe,’
asnd, *if he apply his remarks to Port
George.” Tue furmer of these, namely,
“ We honestly
though we believe this; yet we might

and thus end tbe dispute.

Tbe second “ if he apply his remarks
to Port George” was intended to afford
aneiher loophole through which be
migbt pass univjored—bat insswach
as he grasps the benefil of the doubt, and

charye prel'eruble, we €an oul’ say—

Thea Rev. Mr. K. takes up Our res-
pective cbarges. The 1st naely:—
“ As to the manner of obtaining deeds”

tended to apply to Port Gevrge Deed—
which explavation we willingly accept
—anda shall say no more st present upon
bis own words, upon which the charge
was based, viz :—

is a Body Corporate aod thus in a position
to bold property in trust and th.t it is
necessary for the property to be deeded
to some such Body, therefore it will be
Jess trouble, and all right jaet to bave it
tbos srranged, Be not deceived by such
sophistry ”

The 2nd ebarge namely :

“Thne Violation of Pledges given to

other denominations as to privileges in
Methodist Cburches.”

The Rev. gentlemen says in his se-
cond article :

“ We took no more privilege than was
originally promised, and when we were

sbut out, and the act partially sustained
by the minister and trustees—I still main-

| the letting out of water—it sweeps all | gain 1t was a violafion of the original

| pledge.”

| before it.

P ¢ cf——

_ Now as to this “original pledge” |
ANY revival that does not cost the pas. | Mr. Rubbins assumes, because the Trus-

| tor heart atruggles and deep humiliation | tees did not deny such ¢ pledge” was

to reprove sin in its most popuiar forms

tige of wealth and social position, will be
short-hved. The church is encrusted in

tial members to their knees in bumilia-
tion before God, would be like another
| Pontecost. Bat denunciatien and pulpit
barangues will not accomplish this wor k.
! There are few in the church who will pot
be moved by the close, affectionate, per-
;;;.l appeal of the pastor.—~Michigan
.

— . g

will not rest satisfiod till be sees the uncon-
verted in bis congregation brokea down
into repentance for sin. With many tears,
and with a heart yearning for the sulva-
tion of sinners, be will scatter, w.th an
unsparing band, the living coals of eter
nal truth upon the naked consciences of
bis bearers, till each is compelled to cry
for bim-self, “God have mercy upon me a
sinner.” “3ave, Lord, or I perish.”—

Caughey.

ANXIETY FOR 80ULS.—A true minister |

i
| superintendant” when the chorch was | 28th day of Feby. 1880. G B REkp, J.P.

l

belure God, that dues not embolden bim | yiven, therefore, it is an established

: » | fact.
d to lose ess | b
o all consciousness of the pres- | statements of Mijnisters than to deny

We bave more respect for the

“ You may be told that the Methodists |

' and practice, of persecution in his iucor- |
i

of another society, said to be a Metho-1

In his third paragraph the writer ani- ,

be mistaken, thus giving to the Kev.
Mr. R. achance to rise and explain, |

|

| the matter e unly replied that be had the

ed the use of the church once a mon

and it was freely given to them. The
same privilege has been conceded to
Rev. Mr. R. with the additional priv-
lege of holding Conference Msetinys in
it once a month, and for fuoerals ag

which never was given.

With these facts, we leave the ques-
tion of *the vivlation of Pledes given
to other denominations,” in the bauds
of a discerning public, to form their
own opinion, as to the correctness or in-
correctness of the charge of “ Violating
Pledges given to other denominations.”

Permit us to refer your readers once
more to the charge of the said Baptist
Minister to being shul out of the church.

He says :
“ I enquired of the Sexton, if be bad re-

| ceived instruction from Rev. Mr. Smith,
| Methodist Minister, not to let me into the

» | meeting bouse and be assured wne that be

| bad, telling me also a partial reason given
| by Mr. 3. for so doing, &c. Subsequent-
| ly Rev. Mr. Smith assarcd me that be bad

belicvg”—means—that | 5. 4.ed no words with either Sext.n, or

rustee, in reference to the matter.”

And Mr. Robbins closes his remarks
‘i by saying

“ I leave the public to judge whether
[ the Baptiste were shuat out of the churgh

[ or not, and to form their opinion by whose

authority it was done.”
Now Mr. Editor we assured R-v. Mr

then strikes at the aenerous Land that R. in our former letter it was dove hy
presents the way of escape, and caliiug | the sexton—and upon his own author:-
this kindness on owr purt, sophistry, $y, be understanding 'the qualifying
and cbiding us with inability to conceal ' elause in the Deed, as justifying him
it, sud pretending a positive siyle of | in the act.

But as the Rev. gentlemen does not

“To Ceusar thou shalt go,” and Lave | appear to believe the assurance of oar
both, positive charge and positive proof. ; Minister—nor shat of the Trastees, bat

appeals to the public to forw their own
opinion, ou the subject. As. an osth
for confirmation 1s intended to put an
end to all strife perbaps the following
will enable the pablic to form a correct
judgment in the case.

“ Personally appeared before me, one

Her Majestys Justices of the Peace, in
aad for the County of Asnapolis fsase
Switb (Sexton of Methodst Churoh at
Port Goorge) who maketh oath and testi-
fies that be neither received orders from
Rev. Mr. Smith to cluse the house against
Rev. Mr. Rubbios nor did be tell bim that
Rev. Mr. Smith bad given him orders to
do su. When questioned with regard to

| bighest authority for shutting him out
| till settlement was made without reference

|
!
)

|

' Her Majesty’s

to Rev. Mr. 8. or given partial reasuns for

the fact. SAAC SMITH.
Sworn before me at Purt George this

25th day of Feby., 1880, G. B. R«ED, J.P.

Rev. Mr. Robbins says the sexton
made his stutement as to Rev. Mr,
Smith giving bim authority to sbut the
cburch door agaiust him (Rev.J. H.
Robbins) in presence of a witness.”

Tue folloving is from a youny man
of honest report who heard the conver-
satiown :

“ Personally appeared before me one of
ustices of the Peace 1n

+ and for the G-auty of Anmapohs Henry

them, without the best authoriiy—in- |

formality and worldliness, and a revival deed we took it for granted, from the
that shall drive the honored and influen- | bold statements of some, that such a

edge of course bad been given—until

a letter from the Minister who was our i

finished, de. icated and pews were sold
—whose name I need not call but whose |

 faitbful, and soul saving miuvistiy, is

remembered with tenderest respect aud
love—and whose exposition of  Me-
thodist rule and usage” will bear any |
investigation, says, “To say that a
‘ pledge’ was given by me to the Bap- |
tists, that they should bave the use of
church all the time we did not need it
ourselves, betrays utter ignorance or
something worse, of the whole matter.
No Pledge of any kind was given to the
Baptists, or any other Religious Demom- '
ination. On the day of the sale of pews

Fi1'z who waketh vath and testifies, that
be was witbin bearing when Rev. Mr.
Ro bius asked wbat autbority he (the
sexton) bad, for shutting bim (Mr. Rob-
bius) vut 0. the house, sod in reply tbe

sexton tol. him, he bad the bigbest autho- .

rity for so duing, witbout wmakiog wed-
tion of eitber Mr. Swnith or the Trastees.
Henry FBITZ.

Sworn before me at Port George this

Here we leave the readers of Chris
tian Messenger to form their own con-
clusion upou the question of shutsing
tbe church door against Rev. Mr, B.
Was it done by the sexton? or was it
ordered and partially sustained by the
Minister and Trustees ?

Remembering at the same time, &
Trustee’s meeting was called the third
day, after the sextom closed the door,

+ and the privileges of the Baptists con-

tinued and eularged.
Now as to the slander attempted
upon the sister of another society said

the question was raised, as to what 'tv be a Metbodist hoisting a mill gate,

ing circumstances, for the time being, .

often as required—and yet he charges.
us with breaking seme original pledge.
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