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He was an intemperate
smoker ; the only one I have ever known
who kept pipe and tobacco by his bed
side and woke up at i

soreness and grief for Parnell's betrayal
and death were less raw the priests ¢
in for friendly hard hitting and took
like the gentlemen and meo of the world
At one time or another, men
and women of many classes, creeds,
opinions, met at that hospitable table, |
Ounly the dullard was barred out.

It was a part of his fearlessness that

tervals during the
He smoked very strong
tobaceo, enough to make the head of a
younger man reel,
himself by caleulations as to how much
& richer man he would have been if he
had not been & smoker.

that I shall not find you brawling in the
streets of Dublin again ?
© s Indeed T will, sie)

you may go with your

health, the elear rose of his cheek, the
unsullied blue of hiseye, with a counter-
blast to the haters of tobac

He loved to talk of the Ireland which
was out of our memories, the
of the dances at the eross-roads and all
the old customs, when he was young, be-
fore the famine brought the death into
the hearts of the people and the emi-
grant-ships had carried them away.
had much to tell.

thought they were in the wrong.
Paroellite man of those days was apt
sometimes to oppose the priests unrea
Ocecasionally some of the hot- |
headed would even
out of the Church doring Mass because
a priest had delivered an anti-Parnellite
sermon from the altar.
illogical and unreasonable.
ways opposed (he undue domination of
| the priests in polities, from the time he
had been a Young Irelander and adored
He opposed them when
it came to a question of abandoning Mr. |
Parnell and fought the campaign against

Sirr's personal courage

rounds of the city every night alone,

sound of his whistle, Yet he knew that
would rejoice in his death,

“ My grandiather had a case before
He had bought a horse from
one of two brothers and it haviong been
in his possession some days the other
brother claimed it saying his brother |

Re-constructiug the

that one, branching off from the main
narrative to tell what befell
characters in the story: * like
said an Oxford professor who listened to
him entranced for the length of :
and would have gone on listening for
many days if he might.

i pick up a bovk pul
ighties by an American who visited
Ireland and sifted
evidence that eame before him from men
of opposite creeds and classes aud poli-
ties and polats of view regarding the

He had brought a number of his friends |
with him, and my grandfather disputing
his elaim, they made an attempt to seize
the horse by force.

My grandfather's
s rallied round him and after |
| a pitched battle he was able to retain
the horse, He then summoned the man |

rankling bitterness was done and over |
the priests came back to the hospitable
board in the hospitable house.
respected the man who bhad fought them
logieally and fearlessly : |
have always maintained the most reason-

able body of men in Ireland — they took |
the hard bitting like the men of the world
and the other worldly men they are, aud
of their friendship
and their help in the sad vears that fol- |

attempting to seize the horse by foree. |
v much did you pay for the |

horse?’ the major asked my grandfather. |
“ ¢ Twenty pounds, sir.’
“¢ Are you prepared to
twenty pounds and take your horse?’ he

gave him the solac

down what he heard verbatim,
a lot which recalls the days that are no
more, in whish his utters
Saga-like quality noted by the Oxford

80 many strangers came to that hos-

“‘In that case,” said the major, * the
horse is the property of this man who
AlLT can do for you is,
ring your brother before me, I
will transport him.
s it brings the most vivid sensa-
tion of comfort and (uiet safety to think
his arm-chair as he told
and many another story.
ywn the hill from a long winter's
walk, part of it in darkness, the intense

day of the year when he did not drive
off after breakfast to pick up a w.nph"
of visiting Eoglish or Americans or Col
onials at thellight railway|station, and to
ke them for a drive through the coun-
tey before bringing them home.

thick blue serge of the
sheep, with a magnificent Landor-like
forehead towering over a face that was

hear him as he talks, d
through the mountain
ing his pony gently wit

visitors in the fiest place to his writing
He had such a wonderful in
| terest in things and people.

id she had no clue as to

“We took a delightful what the visitors might

At the top of the hill I would
see below me in the valley shining the

soldier and a man of literary

fire of coke shed

bore the name of an Eng
and called cousing with him sitting, now come ir

iis fields, his leggins still on, and

a delightful drive through the valley “ My danghter told me

s old steward of the work
t for two ladies who were mother e : :

man's demesne cu I should find two 8o your

t they might pass for twin sisters’

prospects for this and that erop, and

yming fairs and so on.
ip my heart in the darkness to think
n sitting there in the
at his feet, talking away as quietly
he flowing of a river, till it should be

of a little village ;

still more all manner

sometimes roar down a man in argument
he was invariably gentle with women and
he had peculiarly the gif

paper-mills here in my 1
ngs and join the family meal in the

Some of his memories went far back
He had known various historical person-
Major Sirr, hated in I[reland as

y
He was extraordinarily generous.

papers were sold for a |
All this looks well but it

supposed him to be a wealthy man when
he was no such thing.
he would give royally.
certain big generosity.
ol humor was touched once when a tinker
who had year after year,
s innumerable, Jopened
leading to his fattest pastures or his
most promising meadow, and turned the

To those he loved
wounded Lord Edward
three years ago ten or tw
in this neighborhood.
all gone, ruined by American eomp
tion.' In the good old times things were
I forgot the jolting of
y recalled the past
and some of its beloved figures.
grandfather Cullen was a farmer with

f He supplemented his

young, had patted his curly flaxen locks
His evidence about Major

He was never one for

yielded to none in his love for Lord
FBdward he was not the less impartial as
regards him whom many people would
call Lord Edward's murderer.

was a flaxen-haired child,”
he said, “I used to play about the Castle

1d is to give yourself
airs),—to graze upon them, invited him

Those asses were the plague of

No man's erops were
It was a great blessing
when the tinkerdid a deal with Govern-
ment and sold the asses for exportation

the country-side,

on the stepsof a house when the
door opened and a man whom I took to
be a tall man hurriedly came out.
companions scattered, but

was good enough for ship-
building, and the debris he made int

tinker, * they're gone where they ought

they ve been looking for all their lives?"
Notatall a propos, [ remember a mule
which was also bought for the transport.
He was struck dumb on hearing of its

little boy, do you often play marbles on

1 all yourother games?
‘Wall, you ean goon playing
them and don't be afraid.’

yne, the others running back eried out,

leseribed its age thus
the Green Hills died
when Farrell Fox's

My great-grandiather

and he used to say
knew how old the mule really was.”
Another time when he had prosecuted
A notorious vaurien for annoying some of
his work-people, who oceupied an ad-
juining cottage and had described the
gentleman's lang iages when he was ia a

was something ol a bugaboo
to frighten children in the dark.

was however he had the
reputation as a magistrate ol being fair

ber him well, and he re
the O'Tooles held Wicklow.
on then to tell the stories

of those wno had lived in that long ago
American chronieler who
only wanted to find out what the Irish

himself a Wicklow man, settled in Dub

the vaurien being bound over in a
certain sum to keep the peace turned

questi as all about r i i
juestion was all abou cheerfully to him to pay it.

was three sheets
wind, and as he was going down George's
Street he strack up a good old Croppy
* Billy Byrne of Baliymanus’

This quotation reminds me of his won. lighttul tales to be told of his humor and
the humorous happenings which befell
him ; but now that he is dead his death
It has left one with-

delightful house was packed with guests
as many to dinner as the table would

1 | was suddenly confronted by a tall man
hold, with oceasionally an overflow party v

seems to forbid it.

aking a word struck him a blow o
co which, Byrne not be

coming in onee from an enconnter with
a philosophical tramp to whom he had

afterwards for tea
I'ennis, croquet, cards, ocea
sionally dancing were
liked those forms of recreation : but the
symposia in the dining-room after din-
ner were such as surely were
found in any other farmhouse bef

he would take a

ful and athletic man, belonging to a very | proom and clean out a stable.

pugilistic family, and being an uncle
to Simon Byrne, who never met a man
that he could not beat boxing, leaped to
his feet, rushed on his assailant with all
the force and power in him, and knowing
he had a foe of both courage and seience
to contend with he rained a shower of

“ D'ye see that town over there

population of nearly half-a-million.
has so many streets, with an average ol
houses to each street, eve
street worth at least tuppence to me.
Now I ask you wouldn't I be a
spend my day working for your bit of
bread|and meat and your shilling ?*

“ I had to acknowledge that from his
point of view he would,” he said, smil-
ing delightedly over the reminisence. |
“ | was 80 taken with the philoso hy of |
the fellow that I gave him the bread and

literary arguments, were carried on with
the greatest animation and good humor.
Let me recall some of the guests. There
would be John O'Lexry, the old Fenian
be Douglas Hyde

¢ Get up, said Byrne,

| the same time receding some paces.
an instant the man leaped to his feet,
but instead of advancing to the fray he
emitted a piercing whistle, and in a min-
ute there rushed up ten or twelve of the
| most powerful men of the Dublin Wateh.
Aftera prolonged struggle they succeed
ed in felling Byrne, bound him,
ried him off to the old Werburgh Street
lock-up or watch-house.
“ Now Byrne was well-known to the
watehmen and one of them summoned my |
grandfather to stand by his friend in his

There would be, or might be. one or two

the fighting days and he and his house-
hold were tremendous Parnellites. Dar
Mr. Parnell's last end and glorious
campaign he followe
He always called Mr.
Parnell *Charlie” and he wore his pic-
ture with a favorite danghter's in a

| hungry, for he left it on top of the dog-
kennel when my back was turned.”

I have tried to keep some salient bits
of him, but it should have been done by
someone to whom he was less dear,
was all strength and all sweetness,

| 8o much was he of the fields ths
at least he walks not only his own fields

would be journalists from the Duablin
There would be visitors
from over-seas, all men of affairs, men of
jetters and politics, women too.
his danghters was a writer as well as a
politician and to her came v_nwuuf‘.\
Koglish, American, Colonial visitors with
lotters of recommendation where they
were not already friends.
parsons and doetors, lawyers and
There was a time when the priest came

appeared before Major Sirr in | .
a grass-blade spring without thinking of
| opponent of last night. { him coming towards her,
« The major looked steadiastly at him,
By which he makes to her of all
fields holy places.

wiYour name is B ilward Byrne, I see,
vou are not a Dablin man.’
«+ No, indeed, ‘sir.

even the magnificent spirit of s of Dablin after midnig

ity could havdly tolerate an wnti-Parnell fortunate enough

I didn't know it was
I thought myself back on the Wick-

back: and in later years, when the great

“ ¢ Mr. Byrne, are you as good a man | N[', FRANCIS FOR AMERICA
u were last night ?'

AMERICA FOR ST. FRANCIS

Fellow Americans: We are as
sembled here at the base of the Holy
Mount of the Atonement to fittingly
celebrate a double festival, that of our
Nation's Liberty and “the Dedication
of all Franeiscan Churches."”

When we dedicate a chureh building
we dedicate that which is the con-
crete expression of the mightiest in-
stitution the world has ever known, viz,
*‘the Church of the Living God, the
Pillar and Ground of the Truth.”
When, therefore, a feast is specially es

| tablished to celebrate the Dedication of
| all Franciscan Churches we take it to

stand as much as much for the whole
sublime Institute of St. Francis as the
Declaration of Independence stands in
tha past, present and ‘uture for that
which sprang from it, the American Re-
publie,

Therefore in harmony with the
we celebrate | now aunounce my theme
to be “St. Francis for America
America for St. Franeis,”

When I claim America for St. Francis,
when I declare it to be part of the
dowry God, long before its diseovery,
gave as a promised land to the Patri-
arch of Assisi, I am giving expression
to a personal convietion which I hope to
show it based on something more than
sentiment,

Our first contention is that America
belongs to St. Franeis and his spiritual
children by right of discovery. Every-
one who knows anything of this Western
Hemisphere, knows that it was dis-
covered by Christophere Columbus.
But what, | seem to hear you ask, has
this to do with St. Franeis of Assisi
Listen and I will tell you.

Columbus was a son of 3t Francis—a
member of that wor I'hird Order,
which St Franeis founded and whieh has

given so many saints to the Church aod
Su many eat men to the world. He
wore not only the dress of a Francisc
l'ertiary, hie was deepl;
the spirit and faith of the BSerag
Patriarch, I
enthusiast, 2 man who believed God

imbued wit

» word he was a religious

ad laid upon him a sublime mission for
the benefit of humanit In the very
name he bore he saw the propheey of his
destiny —Christopher meant Christ
bearer, Columbus meant a dove, the

type of the Holy Spirit. Under the in-
spiration and guidance of the Holy
Spirit he was to cross the Atlantic and
wld a new world to the Empire of
Christ.

When the Franciscan Tertiary pro-
claimed his God-given mission to the
men of his day, they derided and
laughed him to scorn, as they called St.
Francis a mad man at the first. The

i ¢ W

le ng Sg
capitol condemned his proposition as
preposterous, contrary both to seripture
and to science. In the dark hour of his
bitter disappointment it was again the
spirit and faith of St. Francis that
saved the mission of Colmmbus from
shipwreck. John Perez, Guardian of
the Friars Minor of La Rabida, and
Franeis of Calabria confessor to Queen
Isabella, believed firmly in his mission
and stood by him. The Catholic Queen
(herself a Tertiary of St. Francis) im-
bibed the confidence of her confessor
and provided the navigator with three
ships and their equipment.,

But one difliculty remained. Who
could be persuaded to risk their lives
by embarking upon so *“.nsane” an en
terprise? Once more it was the intlu
ence over men of the Seraphic Saint
which carried the day, It was tl
Franciscan Friars and Tertiaries who
rallied to the support of Columbus and
manned the Santa Maria, the Ilalf
Moon and the Pinta. Thus by the will
of God three ship loads of Franciscans
discovered the New World

Most of us are to some degree familiar
with the t h on
that voyage of discovery. low that
after they had sailed westward until the
days had lengthened into weeks and
weeks had become months a mutiny
broke out among the sailors and Colum-
bus was compelled to promise that if at
the expiration of three |days more no
land appeared, the ship would about
face and sail for home, Inagine what
must have been the mingled hopes and
fears of the Franciscan navigator as the
three days went slowly by and still no
land appeared. Success and failure,
fame and disgrace, were cast into the
balance and the scales trembled in the
outstretched land ot fortune. Within a
few hours time Columbus would know

ails of Columbus’s fait

his life would b realized, or end in
bitterest disappointment. How often,
fellow citizens, is there but a hair's
breadth between success and failure in
1 man's life.

It was on the night of October 11 that
Columbus watehing, and no doubt pray-
ing, in the forecastle of his ship, sudden-
ly saw a light shining out of darkness
nor was that light the creation of &
fevered imagination. The dawn of day
revealed the shores of an island, one of
the West Indian group, which they
named after the Saviour, San Salvador.
Thus once again we are compelled to
associate the discovery of America with
St. Fraunecis of Assisi for October 11
when Columbus hailed the light that

shone forth to greet him from these |

western shores, is the octave of St.
Francis' Day. A Franciscau then dis
covered America and he discovered it
on the Octave of St. Francis' entrance
into glory.

The elaim of America for St. Franeis
is still further strengthened by the fact
that is spiritual sons were the pioneer
missionaries and settlers of both North
and South smerica. It was his friend,
Father John Perez, who accompanied
Colombus and was the first to plant the
eross and to offer the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass under Western skies and to
administer the first baptism, [lis ims
has been wrought in bronzeon
of the eapital at Washington,
Bishop of the New World,

Padilli f the Orders of t

Minor. The first martyr for Christ in
America was a French Fran an, Pere
Consin

'he Fransciscans b only

first missionaries it e portior f
N A meric ettled by the Spaniard
but a the northern coast d ore
hy Cabot under the Koglish flag. Loag

before the Puritan Pilgrims landed on
|

his fate, the dream and ambition of |

Plymouth Rock the intrepid Friar, Le

Curon, had evangelized the Harons i
preasched in the wigwamsof the Mohawks,
The Franciscan Father Hennepin v

the first to explore the Great Lakes and
gave to Niagara Falls the pame of St.
Anthony., When Desoto discovered the

Mississippi, John of Torres, a Franci

can was with him. Father Aut 1y
Margil, O. F, M., evangelized Toxas, the
Ven. Junipero Serra founded the famou

Francisean Mission whose buildin

AT
one of the religious monuments of South
ern California. The name of the City of
the Golden Gate

San Francise), tells

the story of Franciscan settlement on
the Pacific coast. The Apostle uth
American Missions is St. Francis of
Solano. “The Sons of 8 Francis

writes Leopold de Cherance, “were the
first to evangelize Mexico, Peru, Para
quay, Brazil, Canada, and the whole of
the West Indies,

“Pursuing to the last their work ol
deliverance and salvation, they were al
first, with Juan Suarez and Zummarraga,
to raise their voices in favor of the
Indians whom it was sought to reduce to

slavery, as along the XNimenes, they
were the first to protest against that
hideous traflic called the slave trade,”

And thus th rothe ¢ rs of

the American Abolitionists whose agita
tions brought about the emancipation ol
the negro in the United States forty
years ago.

Jut who was it that liberated our
forefathers and made the Declaration of
Independence a possible thing in 177¢
Back of Lincoln, back to Jefferson and
Washington, we must retrace the course
of the ever-widening river of political
liberty, back to the thirteenth century
we must travel and to the little town of
Assisi, if we would know and honor the
man, who, next after Jesus Christ and

His Apostles, has been the anthor and
fountain source of our national freedom
It was the Little Poor Man, St. Francis

who struck the shackles of seridom from
our Kuropean ancestors, gave the deat!
thrust to feudalism and heralded the
dawn of Christian democracy.

When t
liverer laid down His life upon the

Divine Redeemer and
1b]

cross to emancipate and save the human
race, the world everywhere teemed with
slave In Italy alone there were twer

ty-one million slaves t

less than sever
,threeto one. Had the

endence been read

million free me
Declaratior

in the streets of e at the beginni

of the Christian era with its assertion
that *‘all men are create that
they are endowed by tneir Creator with

certain inalienable rights, among these
life, liberty and the pursuit of happi
ness,” such sentiments would have been
greeted by the Romans with derision
and scorn.  None but freemen had any
rights, the vast majorit vere ounly
slaves, being no u
liberty and the p

re entitled to *“life,

rsuit of happiness'

than th ter's dow or his horse. It
fact the text of the Roman law spoke of
“Slaves and other animals,” His master

could kill, mutilate, torture, chain or
imprison: him at pleasure and with im
punity.” The Roman lady sitting at her
toilet held in her hand a stiletto to stab
the arms of her female slaves when they
displeased her.

It is one of the striking proofs of the
divine mission of Chiristianity that in the
course of some six centuries it almost
abolished this gigantic institution of
slavery throughout the Roman Empire.
But you will remember how hard our
Lord said it was for a rich man to enter
into the kingdom of heaven, And so in
the Church's struggle to give liberty
and equal rights to all men she has
been confronted in every age and alter

uccessive victory by the counter
les of the rich and the mighty of
thls world to keep the masses of the
people in a state of servitude. Thus in
the Middle Ages we still find the com
mon people attached as serls to the soil
i f Europe and in
tyrannized over
the feudal lords,

whose castles and fortresses frowned

down upon the humble abodes of the

poor from every lofty eminer and com
manding site,

Against this state of social bondage
and oppression rose up the son of Peter
Jernardone, as another John the

Baptist, in raiment of serge and sack
cloth, his food the scrape doled out to
beggars

“Charity,” it is often said,

home.” As the champion of human
iberty and the deliverer of  the
oppressed, St. Francis first reformed
Assisi, his native town. A few months
fter the formation of his Order, the
Friars Minor, the Bishop of Assisi asked
the youthful Apostle of Christ to preach

in the Cathedral. He did so with mar-
velous results, Not only did all classes
of eitizens flock to hear him until the
big chureh became too small to hold the

vast concourse but the people were con
verted both religiously and politieally
The eompletion of one church and the

rebuilding

winother was the expres

gion of the former; the proof of their
political conversion is the charter of the
commune which was signed in the month
of November, 1210, by the citizens of
Assisi assembled in the Hall of Parlia-
went. This remarkable document be-

zins *“In the name of God, Amen,” and
decrees that hencefo

th there shall be
concord and not coulliet hetween the
majors and the minors the upper and the
lower class, of Ass I'hen folloy
enfranchisement of the eitizens, who had
been reduced to the condition of serf

And these seem to have been a large

percentage of the p pulation.

T
iversally relieved from the condition of
ich
previously they had heen compelled to

o Charter declares them to be un

“liege men' and from the service w

render to the feudal lord. In a word, at
the preaching of St. Francis, Assisi
anticipated the Declaration of American
Independence by five hundred and sixty
six vears,

But St. Francis was not satisfled with
freeing the serf
chise to every «

Assisi, Like the
he 80 closely res
hi 1 a he
i la hi hort o ¢ n A
e human r

H A d
18 10 a b fond i

w i :
and comy 1 |

f their f¢ s t hiel
hese noble en | ,
ing, one aga the other

By a master stroke of inspiration pagans, Luther ulvin, and the anarch-
Franeis founde ! I rd Order, ‘ t
Brothers of Penanee © ma “As Brow aid all his errors and
itia of Jesus Chyr L t fendal wanderin 16 beca l wtholie
yi fr I the ne { « \ he « r { ‘private ent’ |
All who joined the Third Order of 5 wuatters of e n, he | t whole
Francis might take no oath of | e |t ry of it a or Iy, and is
to any lord save to the \ rof Christ never so § al or ‘ ent a hen
nor could they bear arms save in de he Lissed s falla wnd deser
fence of Churel Fatherland Mhe its d 1 1 search all his
nultitudes rushed t the Holy 5S¢ r 1 will bhardly thing
threw over them the aegis of equal to his answer in Rev to
Chureh’s  protecti the lal lords | the Pring view April, 1 o
raged and protested i vall 3t He d just ritten the *Convert, one of
Franeis reat emancipation aet stood | his b books, and had flayed the old
like Gibralter, Christian democracy | school Presbyterian chureh « on
was born. The contagion of y [ree | the e hand admitted the theory of
dom spread fro Italy in and | ‘private judgme i the her
Germany, and France and Eog- |} hed verel hose who apy it
wnd I'he common people, in- | to Presbyterian d pesund pra o8
spired by the Frar sean ideal of un I'ne fate of Servetus under Calvin gave
vorsal brotherhood, everywhere engaged | him a good iustance of Presbyterian con
in the stru Wize more of that istene I'he Princeton  Review, an
liberty ible per cal and then the ehief organ
us free.’ of Calvini this country, severely

. Francis ticised Br I 1's work and person,
death to such I VOson was the the full maturity
to a position of more commanding in- | of his mental power I'be personalities
fluence. St. Francis fr the throne | of the Princeton Review had specially
in heaven from which Lucifer fell (if | roused the giant. His reply shows him
from what the Brother | at  his  best With admirable good
Pacificus ty ieiscans | temper and courtesy, but with sledge
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