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THE TRUTH ABOUT THE CATHO-
LIC CH‘tI_BCH.

BT A PROTESTANT THEOLOGIAN.
CCCXXL

We have scen how the Springfield
Republican correspondent not only will
not allow a Catholic writer to treat
a religioas question from the point of
view of his own Church, and will not
allow him, without protest, to regard
his own Church as superior to other
Christian bodies (although this is in
volved in the very fact of his being »
Catholic) bat how he treats it as a ser-
jons grievance, that Bremond regards
Christianity itself, and the Catholice
Charch as the representative of Chris
tianity, as superior to tha other
¢ world-religions,”” that iy, to Judaism,
Mohammedanism, Zoroastrianism, Brah-
minism, or Buddhism which are the
only non-Christian rid-religions '
mnow subsistiog.

This seems extraordinary indeed.
As the very essence of the claim of
Jesos Christ is, that He is the ultimate
hope of the world, as being the con
summate manifestation of God i
humanity, it follows of necessity that
whoever receives Iim for such, must
regard Christianity as superior to all
the other great religions, as containing
$he e nb- diment a1d fulfilmentof that o
which, they, at best, are but adumbra
tions, and some of thgm disiortions anhd
depravations,

It follows then that if the censurc
passed by this ge ntleman upon M. Bre
mond i# to be gelf-consistent, the gen
uine acceptance of Christianity is it
solf to be viewed as an inex~usable
offence. The Government of France
is rapidly coming to this position, but
this American writer seems 10 have
anticipated it.

A French author, a zealous adherent
of the Government policy, maint:
the duty of the authorities, not mer
to depress, but finally to exting
Christianity in France, by rooting oun
the Catholic Church. That done, he
evidently supposes that the few Pro
testant bodies left will soon disappear
of themselves.

The ground on which this French
writer maintains the obligation of hi
Government to root out the Gospel, in
ity most conspicuous Krench form of

sh

the Catholie Chureh, is, apparently

not that she has such and such rites, nrl
snch and such a pollty, of éven uel
‘and such gpecial doctrines. Ile scem l
cheerfully willing to allow her all l

these. Al least he makes no gomnplaint
of them. The ounc essential and un
pardonable feature of (hristianity, es
pecially as embodied in the Catholic
Church, he views as found in its re
fusal to treat other religious as being
on equality with itself, and in its claim

of being the religion intended by God |

for the whole world, before which,
therefore, all other systems ought to
give way, as ol her evil or insullicient
and antiquated.

He remarks, very truly, that the

early Christians, chiefly embodied in < i
the )(" wtholie Chureh of Tast and West as standing essentially on an cquality
4 # wphdr 2 | with it?

might easily have obtained acknowledg
ment from the Ewmpire, if only they

would have accepted the overtures

made, at least informally by such sov

ereigns as Hadrian and Alexander

Severus, to establish Christ as a god of
the Empire,

great Capitoline gods,

libations and incense to these. Sho
ghould also interchange tokens of com-

ity with the other ** licit rel gions "' of
the

enough so for our present purpose.

He does not censure the early Catho
lics for refusing to entertain these pro-
posals of the
think that they could have done other-

wise. The Church could only answer
that she could worship but one God,
and one incarnate Son of God : that, . Congress’’ will be one of the

all His promises, she could not recog

nize any of the heathen systems as
authentic organs ol His Spirit xunll
that she could only obey the Emperor
so far as ha did not contradiet the mind

of Christ.

Nor does he think that the Catholie

Church gives ground of complaint by
rendering the same answer Lo the sec
ular power, when it makes virtually
the same demands
very reason why he d

sires tho extir

pation of Christianity, bocause in its
very nature, espe ially as embodied in

the Catholic Church, no compromise

with it is possible. He owns that

Paganism failed in its eavly assaul

upon it ; but he h
in its present form of Secularism, d
tached fr
dane realitios, may ho more 100€
and eithoer ¢

m all reference to suj .

altogether, or, which uld perhaps |
still ratifying, b

neck to ti ( 1 of Gamt
demand ? Lo

thit il I

and towa

samo triot

sta ) the CUa i I sbic order
are ey} ed t bear to rds eac!
other., Otherwisd o Church is ¢
viewed a aving n ora rigl
exist,

It evid 3 (
writer's demands that Christi
ates should own theirobliga 1 ty

sincoce adl 1ts of all the geeat
relicions ( Judaism and even Is
standing 1n v Separate  Cclas )
friendly respect, and cor
acknowledge the masses of truth some
time; found in them. Such obii
are increasingly rvecognized. There

dially

mpire, and should explicitly avow N
her readiness Lo obey every command |
of the Emperor, any word of Christ to|
the contrary notwithstanding, T do not |

~mean that all these det Wils of reconcil
iation are exact, but they seem near

impire. He does not

I'his is the

;
|
|

Lo s

are Buddhist monasteries in which the

visit of a Christian missionary is hailed
with the ringing of bells and the sound-
ing of silver trumpets, Such courtesy
calls for courtesy in return and re-
cives it. Indeed some think that !
Jesuits in the past (hardly in the pre-
sent) have even overshob the mark in
this direction,

Then again, as to the truth found in
some of the chief pagan systems, the
Jast general Catholic Congress in Ger-
many (reported in a Lutheran maga-
zine) has rendered ampler justice to
the good points in Boddhism than 1
have ever seen rendered heiore. [ts
exposition explains the cordiality with
which various Buddhist abbots and
monks receive Christian missionaries.

Yet all this does not imply that
Buddhism is viewed by these mission
aries as an equal religion, the perman-
ent continuancs of which is to be re-
garded with comp ney. They en-
deavor to show their Buddhist friends
that while the Gospel contalas, In
purer, and better balanced, and far
more ¢flectual form, the purity, cot
passionateness, justice, unworldliness,
enjoined by Gautama upon his disciples,
it contains infinitely more than is to

be tound in his system, For tbe mere

hiope ol deade ving the sevse of sulle:-
ing, by suppressiug, ag far as may be,
all thought and feeling, and so drawing
near to extincetion, the Gospel quickens
the moral sense, and welcomes even
aufforinr as a means ol abating the
appetencios of sin, of which Buddhism
has but a feeble sense, notwithstanding
the hideousness of its portraitares Ol
hell.

S0 also the Gospel, in place of the
dreawy compassionateness ol Buddhism,
which the perfect are to outgrow by
entering into inereasing indifforence to
being, roduces active benevoleace,
of every form, as towards souls not
doomed to extinction, but destined, if

| they will receive it, to an over living

immortality, whereby they shall be

! come undying agents of God s

In the world of upper bliss,

t ‘* fresh oreations,
0

as Faber expresses it.

30 also, instead of an endless ch vin ol
inexorable fate, leaving each soul to
extricate itself, as best it may, from
ever recurring reinearnations, by I8
own unassisted efiorts, and promising,
even to th: few that succeed, only 2
gondition hard to distinguish from non-
oxistence, the Gospel sets forth the
Living God, Father, Son and Holy
Ghost, ever helping tho belleving soul
to every virtue, and strengt ing
against every vice, until it
not the Nirvana of half-existence, or
utter extinetion, but the Paradise of
Life Kternal, and the Lethe, which, as
Schelling says, if it gives to the evil
chblivion of all good, gives to the good
oblivion of all evil,

Now, however f{riendly Christians
may be, and should be, towards Budd-
hists, is there any possibility that they

can treat the Gospel which they pro-

pound to them as merely a somowhat
improved version of their own religion,

above the other *‘ world religions.’

2 T WO ike M. Bre g w
and would offer | In other words, like M. Bremond, the

are accounted by him inexcusabie be-
cause, being Christians, they speak and

teach as Christians.
CoarLes C. STARBUCK.
Andover, Mass,
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THE JUBILEE IN ROME,

ARIAN CONGRESS A MOSI INTERESTING
FEATURI THE MASS AND SOLEMN
CROWNING IN KT, PETER'S UN

DECEMBER S.

The arrangewents for the colebration

of the jubilee of the Immaculate Con

coption are now practically conj lete,
md it is evident that the ‘‘Marian

ganization of the cong

been intrusted to a special com

mission, under the presidency of Car-
dinal Vives and Mgr. Radini-Tedeschi.
A great many countries will be repre-
sonted at the congress by distin-
guished churchmen. Over a hundred
manuseript works on the Immaculate
Conception and on devotion to Our
Lady, many c¢f them important and
intoeresting, have been sent by their
authors to the comwmittes. These are

i
roviewers and the most valuable of them
will be published in Rome. Famous

now being examined by a select body

)
world are specially illustrated in thi
olicetion of Marian literature, and one

interesting papor gives an exhaustive

nsus  of Maria poeriodicals, ['he
of the congress will be held

{ vast chnreh ‘XII. Apostoli
1 it 10 ha elleria an
Rom jominar; | ( ¢ 0

po ( ’ I 1 will

ST ] hal n th
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1an l Moulir I roi!

0O : \

1 be t
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| T ol
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wdiately al the M
| d d ed, I
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Self-denial leads to spiritnal perfec-
tion; sell-indulgence Lo piritual de

struction,

FIVE-MINUTES SERMUN,

Twenti th Suar After Pentecont.

CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE,

My dear brethren, we shall, on this
oceasion, oceupy the short time alotied
to us with some remarks on a most (m-
portant subject, namely, that of Chris-
tian marriage. We ask [or your espec
i1l attention to what we have to say on
this matter, on account of the great
bearing which it has on your happiness
both here and hereafter, and hope that
you will endeavor to usuderstand
thoroughly the teaching of the Church

regarding it, and that you will res ve
not only to ohey the laws, but also to
follow her suggestions and be governed
by her spirit an affaiv in which your
welfare is so deeply coucerned, g
The great majority of Christians, as
well as of the world in )
called in the vidence
tate of marriage ; and their .
s truly a divipe voeation as that ol
others to the religious life and to the
priesthood. Ii, then, the priest or ti
religious cannot expeet to save his soul

8

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

l sibilities or fceling

\ imposes on their con ciences.
|

What can they do except to
exhort them adhering to all good things
which they now have, to let their faint
foreshadowings of redemption be ab-
sorbed in the full kght of the risen
Day? Yetthen they incur the censure
of our writer as putting the Gospel and

|.|'u\'i.lv¢l that the Church the Okunsh on & pli R eRRELY
would receive into her temples the urch 8 piane 80 ROBE

image of the Kmperor, and of the thren

y
J

most

while she owns that God works in | jnteresting features of the oceasion,

all souls, and that lle may go beyond | The o ress has

shrines of the Blessed \ irgin all over the

if he negleets the virtues and the duties

proper to his state, neither can the

» of matrimony, if
they do not appreciate aud endeavor to
the requirements and conditions
attached to it ; if the

who e¢nter the

fulfi
which G

rush into it without thoug and re-

and the f«

mnis

general we saw t
sentials, namely, n

main in it simply from e

ly, withou
Y thout re

the burden whic

And yet this is what very many secm
to do. Oicour-e we take it for ;:.r:\ d
that a Catholie, worthy the name,
not marry a person of a different re
ion. But one should not marry a bad
Catholie. Many appear to be indiffer-

e

ent in this matter to their eternal sal-

vation and act as if conscience and r¢ {

ligion had nothing to do with it, but 1
|
|

they disregard and fling to the winds
even the most common and obvious
dictates of prudence as to their comfort
and peace inthis world. What possible
hope of hapj
instance, can
unit

»s in married life, ‘.w»rl
wung woman 't
s her destiny with that of a mai

who is evidently falling, if, indeed, he
has not already fallen, into confirmed
)

habits of intemperance ; whose past anc

present life gives no a anco of ad
vancement or worldly success, but, on
the other hend, every indication of t
drunkard’s failure, ruin, and degrad
tion 2 What can she be thinking of
who, for a mere fancy or caprice, ac
gepty the ¢ffer of one %> stand as her

e

protector :\tul -llHl.\l't whose seldsh and
beastly appetites are sure to make hin
goon trample her under his feet, and
treat ner merely as a dradge to bo

he may gratify his passion for drick,
and to bo kicked and beaten if she so
much as implores him to reform ? Or
how car®she dare to take for her hus-
band one whose sehsual passion is cer-
tain soon to extinguish every spark of
true love he may have felt for her, and
who will, before long, be unfaithful to
her for the very reason that made him
at first seem faithful ?

It is painfnl to speak of these thinge;
but unfortunately, the feequency of
such cases obliges us to do so. Such
miseries in marriage cannot be con-
sidered, at least in cities like this, as
exceptional and extraordinary ; no
they must be taken intoaccount, not as
mere possibilities, but as actual reali-
ties. And, of course, there are others
which we have not time to enumerate ;
the ones of which T have spoken will
sarve as examples. It is, then, the
part not only of Christian prudence
but a'so of worldly common sense, to
make sure, as far as possible, to avold
these dangers. It is far better to re-

1
starved with her children in order thatl ‘

main sinz'e than to make a bad mar-
vl

1 frv 1
then, before tak-

his most Important of all steps in
look carefully where it will lead.
L3t every one, and certainly every
Christian, before selectinga companion
for life, whose place no one else can
take, satisfy himself or herself that the
one who is thus selected has the quali-
ties that are calculated to insure happi-
ness to both parties ; that heor she has
natural virtnes and good habits, well
and solidly formed ; at least industry,
sobriety, and those qualities in ge neral
which business-men, for example, try to
secure in those who are to be charged
with matters of less consequence than
the support and care of a fawmily.

s let every ons,

—————————————
IMITATION O¥ CHRIST

OF THE DAY OF ETERNITY, AND OF THE
MISERIES OF THIS LIFI

(Gather my sonses t
make me forget all wo
me the graco speedily to
to despise all wicked ima inati .

Come to mino aid, O Kternal Truth,
that no vanity m

ygether to Thee
give
iy and

—

y MOVEe moe.

| Come, heaveni) 1 let
| all impurity fly from 0
wdon me g0 and mercil for
, | give me, as often as I thin t ything
1 n prayer beside Thee 3
I'or 1 confess tru that I a ceus
omed o Ve
[
I
|
, and
| vhere
s to my
lights me or
ple 1g to
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will readily recognizo t
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to send the Holy Ghost to tis dise
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oadly, the fulfillment of tha

r(}cod for Bahy :

Any baby will thrive on Nestlé s Poed.
1t is wholesome, mourishing and easily
digested. Twenty Sve years of use has
proved its value,

estlé's Food

sample (sufficient for eight meale) Free.
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SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION.

rament we receive the
gotber with all Hs
wisdom, understavd-

vde, know ledge, piety

By this sac
toly Chost,
m
its,  These

ing, con

the Lord. Thus does
i- become clear that theongh this
rament we are made perteet Chri
Likewise does it reveal to us our con
iition or the snerament has been ad-
d and the grave necessity of

Ac-
s,

cherishing these su erior graces,

i
In our review of the s

iments in
t each has two e
ter and form. Nat
o suglests it
tter and form in
Wirmation ?

urally, the question h
: What are the
nt of C

The form is the imposition of hands
with the holy ehrism. The Jatter con-
ounitel by the
Bishop : I sign thee with the sign of
the Cross and I coafirm thee with the
ehrism of salvation, in the name of the
Father , and of t Son, and of the
Holy Ghost.” administering the sac-
rament the Bishop extends his hands
confirmed, praying
ve the seven gifts
ned.
n

that they

m

of hands. With his thumb be annoints
| thern with the ehrizsm on the forehead |
making the sign of the cross and using

the words, ** I sign thee with the

And finall

m

Peace be with you.' All
he presence ol

the two essentials mentioued.

Just here several matters relating to

each is

cheek with

ment might be su

profit. First, tha promise of onr Lord

to sustain them in all their trails, Sce
romise
Uhirdly,

in Jerusalem on Yhitsunday

as to what is chrism and thesignificance
a &

of its component parts.

The first two clearly point the ti-
tution of the sacrament by our Saviour.
The holy chrism is a compound of olive

oil and balsam, and is consecrated on

Holy Thureday by the Bishop. The oil
signifies the sweetness imparted to us
by the Holy Ghost; while the balsam
represents the cdor of virtue which
those should spread about them who
have received the sacrament, A ready
knowledge of these matters is neces-
sary to an intelligent understanding of
the sacrament. To learn thew in youth

and forget them at maturity will have

served no purpose.—Chureh Progress.

MOST SIGNI}"ICANY EVENT.

M. Combes' friends, or shal: we say
his masters, for, in spes
rower of the Freemasons in the Govern-

ment of France, the latter would seem

the more correct term. At any rate,

says the Catholic Times, friends or
masters, the Freemasons know how to

use M. Combes for their own purposes.

Here is an instance of it: the Avenir

du Tonkin anvounces that the Gove
nor Genoral hag alloted to the Free-
masons at lianoi a sum of five thou-

sand plasters for the erection of atemple
on the ground belonging to them in |
the Boulevard Gambetta. Such an
event is most significant. It proves the

¢ which the sect possesses, and it

dispre

the colonies.

We can easily imagine the outery
that M. Combes would have raise d had e 3
five thousand piastres been given by a as we would carry a torch, with ovr
Governor General for the erection of a
convent or a monastery. But, of
course, in the case ota temple for Free=
v gilt is right, appro-
seworthy. Only it does
not  show much neutrality on the
Giovernment's part when religious inter-
cerned ; for the I'reemasons
.rmined foes of the Chareh

masons such
priate and pr:

ests are co
are the de
everywhere,—Church Progress.

THE OLD TRAGEDY OF LIFE

Here, close about us, if we o« uld but
open our eyes to tee 1b, is all the |
intensest tragedy of haman life. All

that is sublimest in the poet

past, and strangest or most ¢
its history, has till its counterpart

iave to the end!

old tragedians into sad, stern s
Behind the veil of commonplace ‘
hides the W nps of our life
fr | ecrots dark ar

of

at which may come to you some oppor
v DI

wrifice and peril.
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CANADA.

«till maintains its stand at the

Head of all its Competitors

among Canadian Life Companies, as

>

shown by the Government Reports.
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os the old view that, whatever
the Government did against religion at
home, it would support the Church in
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A full and authentie acooust t
of the illustrious Pontifi's Lf |
and work, including a graphi |
description of Si, Peters and
Vatican; brilliant achieve L
ments in science and literatu

of His Holiness, Histor

i
events during his succes H ‘
Pontificate ; political, social %

|
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By |. MARTIN MILLER ‘
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lustre of a great name.

tacked with cholera or summ:r
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wove the intrieate webs
never know how near
them you may be ; you may have them
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not ! You nover know o day or hour
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