of their farm, but canmot. Dogs there may be
that are valuable and perhaps worth their keecp.
but such appear to be scarce. People have so
acoustomed themselves to seeing his canine
majesty on the door-mat or upon the lawn, that
they have learned to think him a necessity. Some
keep him to avsist in handling stodk, and where a
well-trained collie can be employed, no objection
can be ofieted. Others harbor a uscless member
of the trib¢ only to announce the presence of a
stranger within their gates. Two and sometimes
more half-starved specimens may be found on hun-
dreds of Surms or village lots, for the existence
of which no excuse can be given. The havoc that
has been wrought by these mongrels nced not be
discussed ; they arc known with sorrow to many
sheep-owners. The best means to remedy the
difficulty is what concerns progressive men most.

Some years ago the Ontario Government gave
the miunicipalities power to pass by-laws taxing
all dogs within their jurisdiction. In taking ad-
vantage of this, few township councils have set
the rate sufficiently high to cause any restriction
in the nwmnber of curs to be found. It has been
suggested, and we believe wisely, that the rate
chould be at least two dollars for dogs and five
for bitches. 'This would tend to so diminish the
latter that a great falling off in the number of
both classes would suon take place. In connec-
tion with the Ontario law as it at present exists,
it is, perhaps, not generallv known that where
sheep or lambs are killed or iniured by dogs the
owner oi which is unknown, the municipality be-
comes liable for damages to . two-thirds the
amount sustained. Dogs, too, other than those
belonging to adijacent lots, if found roaming un-
attended on any farm where sheep are kept. may
be shot by the owner of the said farm, withont
any liability for damages. The ricorous enforce-
ment of these semi-protective measures would do
much to improve existing conditions. However,
a great awakening is needed. Repeated coin-
plaints have been reaching us lately from P. E.
i., Nova Scolia, and New Brunswick, as well as
other Provinces. The sheep industry is an impor-
tant one to producing voumg Canada. The prowl-
ing hunters of the midnight hour are claiming
supremacy. Which are we to have ?

We are well pleased with the *° Farmer's Ad-
vocate.’”” Although we live in town, the paper is
always a welcome visitor to our home. We con-
sider it all and more than it has heen rojre ented
to be. Since we placed our advertisement in it.
<ix months ago, we have had ready sale for our
stock. It is not only valuable as an advertising
medium, but is also full of valuable information
for the farmer and of wholesome reading for the
family whether living on the farm or in town or
city. w. J. SHEAN & CO.

Owen Sound, Ont.

THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE
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Road Reform in Ontario.

About twenty-five per cent. of the older mwu-
nicipalities in Ontario have changed their sta-
tute labor either by abolishing the system or com-
muting the labor into a money tax. The preju-
dice which formerly existed against in any way
reforming the system has grown into a strong
feeling of sympathy towards any reform that will
bring about better results without imposing ad
ditional outlay. The objection at first made to
the agitation was not so much an apposition to
reformed methods as it was to a criticism of the
manuer in which the work had been performad,
and the amount of work produced by the ox-
penditure. This was looked upon s being a con-
demnation of the work gamerally performod,
not. only at the present time, but in the past,
during the construction of pionecr roads. As the
people became more familiar with tha criticism
offerod, it was readily seen that the agitation
was in the public good. Money was being ex

CHEVELEY EMPEROR.

Yearling Southdown ram. First prize and champion, Royal
Show, 1902,

OWNED BY COL. M'CALMONT, M. .

pendad and labor perlormed in producing work
of such a temporary character as to be lost sight
of in a few weeks, only to he repeated ;llni()\"
annually. It was made manifest that the roads
of the country were not being maintained by
«tatute labor only, but that the people, in ;’Ui(li
tion, were subscribing very  large amotunts of
money amnd that our roads were not by anv means
improving in a mannecr consistent with this out-
lay. It became apparent that the present system
of roadmaking, cmbodying an expenditumre of
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~tatute labor, and also an additional expenditure
ol money equaliing, as a goncral thing, a dollar
of cagh for each day of stauwute labor, was a sort
ol compound system which was dillicult to con-
trol . that the two expenditures were not being
united, and could seldom to advsntage be proper-
ly connected, that in consequence the forces at
work were divided ; that tha money and labor
were being scattercd to such an extent that it
was almost hopeless Lo expect work of a finished
or substantial character. It was clearly seen, in
many sections, that men under the statute-labor
cvstem performed their work faithfully and well,
that much interest was taken in the proper main-
tenance of their scection or beat, while in other
purts of the township the greatest indifference
prevailed, much of tho labor was not expcnded,
and in other instances so much carelessness ex-
isted that even the work performed was of little
consequence People «ngaged in keeping Wp
their own picce of road had reached the conclu-
s that they had nothing to do with other sec-
tions, aml as @ matter of fact they possessed
little knowledge of the nature or extent of the
expenditure in  their  township. They rarely
thought that the other scctions were of about as
nruch importance to them as their own, and, as a
watter of municipal econvmy, it was their duty
to see that in every section due importance was
attached to the work and every day and every
dollar spent should be spent to the best advan-
Lage.

To get the people to unde:stand that the
mwovement was one in their 'avor, rather than
antagonistic Lo their interests: one of economy,
rather than of greater expenditure; that modern
impkmants and labor-aviny machinery were just
as necessary on the public highway as on the
iarm ; that organization, syv:tem, cateful.y-pre
pared plans and speciiications were as essential
in the building of roads as in the building of
anyv other structures or works; that careful su-
pervision and proper direction of the forces em-
ployed were of importance. was possibly the
most difficult task in connection with the work
of road reform.

In most of the townships wiere changes have
been made, thev have becn of the most revolu-
tionary character. and are about as complete as
is necessary for the work in hand. The by-law
of the Township of IP’elhaan. which was most
carefully prepared. 2 copyv of which T enclose you,
is'one which has heen very much used as a stand-
ard  In the remainder of the townships where the
o'd system has not heon entirely changed, it has
in a great many wavs leen modified. The number
of pathmasters has bern reduced, thus concentrat-
ing to a gereater exten! the expenditure ; modern
mplements are emplored and are being worked
under the management of a commissioner ap-
pointed by the covrneil. The monev raised by gen-
eral tax is uscd for operating machinery, such as




