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THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE. 2174cDecember 9,1920
Founded 1866 mony a guid man saw the night when hè 

had ower muckle o’ it than he could 
carry hame.

However, that’s no the point I was 
workin" towards. I was juist startin’ 
oot tae show ye where the material for 
the best o’ Bobby’s poems came from. 
The verses, “To a Mountain Daisy,” 
were composed while he was plowing’, 
we are tauld, and it’s likely enough frodf 
the way he starts oot:
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mm TTifi T “Wee, modest, crimson-tipped flower, 
Thou’s met me in an evil hour;
For I maun crush amang the stoure 

Thy slender
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To spare thee now is past my power:
Thou bonny gem/

*
..r-day is near a close; 

ning frae the pleugh; 
is o’ craws to their

frae his labor goes, 
y moil is at an end, 
iis mattocks, and his

n ease and rest to

moor his course does
id."

could hae written 
rday Night" if he 
in’ o’ a genius, but

.....iWj ’
One thing about Burns, he had an unco 

guid heart. When it came tae dealin’ wl’ 
ony o’ the lower animals he was as kind 
an’ gentle as ony man could be. A lot 
o’ what he has written tells us this. Thç 
poem “To a Field-Mouse, on overturning! 
its Nest with the Plow”, is a guid example;
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“Wee, sleekit, cowerin’, tim’rous beastie.
Oh, what a panic’s in thy breastie!
Thou needna start awa sae hasty,

Wi’ bickering brattle!
I wad be laith to rin and chase thee,

Wi’ murd’ring pattle!”
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We are tauld that it was while actually 
holding the plow that the poet could 
dae his best composing. I can believe 
that, provided there wasna ower many 
Solid stanes in the field. Of course there's 
quite a bit o’ inspiration in gettin a 
clout on the side o’ the heid wi' yer plow- 
handles, but the sentiments ye generally 
gie expression to wouldna look weel in a 
book o’ poetry. I’m thinkin' ye’d have 
to call it "blank verse.” Onyway an' 
nevertheless, Bums has been, able tae 
draw some pretty natural pictures In 
spite o’ ony accidents o’ that kind that 

„ - may hae happened to him.

that enables him to clean his AutoStrop Razor without taking Mailie» ^ a eheeP that belonged tae 
it apart; above all, he wilt be apt to boast of the way in whicn I I gurng| but her “words" dinna lend
the AutoStrop blade removes his tough barbed-wire beard (and themselves vera weel to quotation, unless 
he's secretly proud of that, you withoutthe di^testpaU fc’&rOT™
or irritation. Every day of his life he will have reason t II | wag gome farmer, gin ye care tae read
grateful for his AutoStrop Razor—a gracious and continual I them for yerself.
reminder of your thoughtfulness. _ |

I Ion giving her her accustomed rip of 
|| | com," sounds as though it might hae _ 

come frae the farm, as weel. But Burns 
male's no allowance in it for those people 
that are not vera weel up in the Low- * 
land dialect. It comes in the original 
tongue and anyone that can understand 
it all must be a genuine son o' Scotland, 
and no miatak’. I’ll juist gie ye a couple 
o’ verses as a sample.
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A gift he will appreciate f

m TVTO matter what kind of a razor a man uses now he 
|\l will welcome and enjoy the clean shaves he will get 
■ » from an AutoStrop Razor.
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!,Imr On sale at all drug, jewelry and razor, strop and 12 bladea. bold 

hardware stores, the AutoStrop Safety always and everywhere with a money 
Razor is priced at $5 and up, for back guarantee.

AutoStrop Razort Burns.

ie done it wi'oot the 
:. Some will tell us 
ience o’ anither sort 
ible o’ an inspiration 
Ties. As for instance, 
I wasna fou’, but juist 
bbie Bums was fond 

anither son 0 
o’ Canada, for 

, but ye must bear m 
he didn’t live to the 

Alliances” and Anti­
n' that sort 0 thing, 
d weel the hwto there 
;e o’ the stuff, for he 
;his way:

an’ guid ale goes 
sell my hose, 
pawn my sh 

heart aboon.

was looked> as mair 
sity at that time an

No. 23
—Sharpens itself “A guid New-Year I wish thee, Maggie! 

Hae, there's a rip to thy auld baggie: 
Though thou’s howe-backit now and

No. 25—Combination set, Morocco rraln, 
black leather case; silver-plated rasor; 12 
blades: fine leather strop; fine Quality lath­
er brush and stick of shavtn^soap in silw-
?imptete*h . 0tt0.m. U. .........
No. 251—Embossed nickel^plated case. Same 
contents as No.l;can also be had in plain and 
embossed cases, finished in gun JgC ™ 
metal and gold. Price, complete. «P

No, j—Standard outfit, black leather case, 
silver-plated rarer; 12 blades: line leather 
strop. Case may also be had Ui blue, 
green, maroon or red. Price, <J)5.00 
complete-....... ....................................

I:knaggie,: mony 
a son I’ve seen the day 

Thou could hae gaen like ony staggie 
Out-owre the lay.ÈlsISSSlw

AUTOSTROP SAFETY RAZOR CO., LIMITED
AUTOSTROP BUILDING, TORONTO, CANADA

apply Ht Irait mark " K.W" tnaiHUmta 
! the genuine proiude a! the AutaStnp Safely

Though now thou’s dowie, stiff and crazy, 
And thy auld hide's as white’s a daisy, 
I’ve seen thee dappl’t, sleek and glazie, 

A bonny gray; 
He should be tight that daur’t to raize

:.ï
No. 251 thee,

A nee in a day.”nes
oon,

And noo we come tae the best-known 
and maist popular o’ all Bums’ poems. 
Everybody has heard o’ it that has heard 
o’ Burns nimsel’, and I shoqldna wonder 
if there are folks that never heard o’ the 
poet but still are pretty weel acquainted 
wi “Tam o’ Shanter.”

And it’s no vera surprising tae find that 
the hero o’ the yam was a farmer. He 
was no’ juist the kind o’ a man ye’d be 
takin’ for a model, however. He wag 
unco’ fond o’ spending his evenings in the 
toon, where “droutny neibors neibors 
meet” and thereby “hangs the tale/

It seems that the chap's real name was 
Douglas Grahame of Shanter, a farmer 
frae the Garrick shore, and he was juist 
the drunken, careless sort o’ a fellow that 
Bums mak’s him out tae be. One night 
he stayed langer than usual wi’ his cronies 
and, by the time he reached Alloway 

| kirkyard, on his way hame, it was nigher 
o’clock than twelve. When "ghosts 

and houlets nightly cry.”
But our farmer was drunk enough not 

tae be bothered by wee things like that 
and he was coaxin’ his auld mare slant 
wi’ no other thought but hame and bed.

Twentieth Annual

Ottawa Winter Fair
and Pure-bred Bull Sale
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OTTAWA, ONTARIO

January 18th, 19th, 20 th, 21 st, 1921
Augmented prizes in all departments. 

Entries close January.3rd, 1921
For Prize Lists, Entry Forms and information address:

B PHELAN, Assistant Secretary, OTTAWA

President, WM. SMITH, M.P.
Columbus, Ont#

CONCRETE FOR SMALL JOBS
Such as foundations, culverts, bam walls and cel­
lars can now be mixed at one-quarter the cost, 
and 20% of the cement can be saved.

Thousands of farmers now own a Concret 
Mixer, a real necessity on every farm where buna-

the LONDON GEMrCON(:RETE MIXER is
our latest engineering triumph. It solves the Pro ' 
,em of mixing concrete on small jobs. It can oe 
operated by one man. Can be run by hand or con­
nected to a gasoline engine, or any kind of power.

U is well built, has practically no parts to wear 
out, and will save the price of itself in ten days 
use. Sold direct to the farmers, saving them 
commission or middlemen's profit. Price and par­
ticulars on request. Ask for Pamphlet G.
London Concrete Machinery Co., Ltd
... .. , Dept. B, London, Canad.
W«W« Urged Manufacturer! of Contrat* tfceWnery

Wi $25,000 in cash prizes.
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Manager, W. D. JACKSON, ESQ. 

Ottawa, Ont.
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