THE JOURNAL OF COMMERCE .

COMMODITY MARKETS

December 18, 1917,

W eek’s Wholesale Review

Bradstreet's Montreal Weekly Trade Reporl reads:
The wholesale trade are now slackening off, and
most of them have taken advantage of thig quiet
season to take stock and balance their books. From
the reports we have ‘heard so far, they seem to be
sutisfied with the results. "The dry goodg trade are
in receipt of quite a number of sorting orders, bhut
most of the travellers arc in off tne road. In the
hardwure trade the principal fealures are the reduc-
tion in the prices of lead products, and an advance
in tin products; the volume of trade is very falr.

There is quite an active trade doing In wholesale
grocers’ holiday supplies. ILive hogs have advanced
25¢ to 50c¢, and dressed hogs T5c to $1.00 per hundred
pound«.  Storage

eggs declined two cents per dozen,

but new laid eges are scarce. There has been more
aclivity in the poultry trade; turkeys have advanced
2¢ to 3¢ per pound. Large offerings of butter from
the West caused a weaker fecling in the market, ana
prices declined fully one cent per pound.

The demand of leather is only moderate. While
there is more activity in the boot and shoe trade,
tusiness is still on the quiet gide,

The Canadian Railwaysg have placed an embargo
on shipments of Canadian baled hay to the United
Stules. owing to the steady increasing scarcity of
foreion freight cars. I.arge guantities of hay are
here awailing shipment,

The retail trade are doing a very large business,
most of the buyers are doing their (‘hristmas shop-
pinz early. Remillances are good, city collections

arve still «low, but show some improvement,

COUNTRY PRODUCE.

e A

- ~ BUTTER. o
The receipts of butter for the week ending De-
cember 16th, 1917, were 1,774 packages., which show
a decrcase of 1,471 puckages as compared with the
previous week, and a decrease of 1,567 packages with
the same week last vear, while the total receipis from
Mayv It Lo date show a decrease of 145,791 packages
as compared with the corresponding period a year
ago.  Although oleomurgarine is now on the markei
it has Tittle effect on the demand for finest cream-
ery butter, the trade in which was good in a whole-
sale jobbhing way. The market for butter was quiet
during the carly part of the week, but on TI'riday.

at the auction sale held at the Board of Trade a

Hitle competitem  developed, and the price for the
same was bid up e per Ib. over what was paid
al the previous sale Al Gould's the offerings for

the week amounted to about 600 packages, which
weressold at prices ranging from 3% to 4Yc per b,
as Lo quality f.o.b, country poiats,

We quote wholesale prices ag follows:

Pinest Sept. and Oct. creamery .. .. 0.421, 0.4

I'ine Sepl. and Ocl, creamery .. . 0.41% 0.42

Current receipls, creamery o wwm owm O 40 0.41

Finest daiey .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 0.237 0.38

Lower Grades . .. .. . o ee e 03D 0.R6
CHEESE.

The receipts of cheese for the week ending  De-
cember 106th, 1917, were 8,285 boxes, which show a
decrease of 7,030 boxes as compared with the previ-
ous week, and a decrease of 2,589 boxes wilh the same
woek lust year, and the tolal receipts from Muay 1sl
to dute show a decrease of 390,776 bhoxes as com-
pared with the same period in 1916, Although there
wuax some demand for., small lots of finest old stock
there was little business done in cheese last week.
500 boxes of cheese arrived at Gould's Cold Storage,
and were sold at 20% per 1b. f.0.b. country points, The
Commission i8 paying 'the following prices:

No. 1L cheese .. .. .. «. vt vt vt vh v e s os 213%¢c

NO. 2 Cheese .. .. vu vi vv vh vr o™t et e 21Y% ¢

NO. 3 cheese .. v ti th v v ve er e se v as 203 ¢
EGGS.

The receipts of eggs for the week ending Decémber
15th. 1917, were 1,488 cases, as compared with 5,620
tor the previous week, and 421 for the same week
last year. The total receipts since May 1st to date
were 296,786 cases, as against 621,981 for t‘he same
period in 1916. A strong feeling developed in the .

S. markets for storage eggs last week, and prices
-scored an increase of 5%c to 6%c per dozen. This
led to a firmer feeling for storage eggs on the Mont-
real ‘markets where prices increased 1c¢ to 2¢ .per
dozen. The demand for storage steadily improved
during the “week. Prices of strictly new laid and
fresh eggs remained firm as there was good enquiry
for such goods.
We quote current prices as follows:

Strictly new laid eggs 0.60 0.65

Fresh eggs .. .. .. .. «. vy ¢v +4u «» 0.54 0.556

Fall fresh eggs .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 0.50 0.52

Sclected cold storage o EE B @m awEe 0.45

No. 1 cold storage «: ww s +5 5% w6 wiss 0.41

No. 2 cold storage .. .. .. .. .. .. 0.37 0.38
POULTRY.

m

The dressed poultry trade showed a very firm
tone last week, and prices generally scored an ad-
vance. Supplies came forward freely and the demand
throughout the week was good, and a brisk trade wes
done. Sales of some extra choice lots of turkeys were
made as high as 34%c per lb.,, but the bulk of the
gules were at 33c to 34c, and some fancy lots of chick-
ens were sold at 28¢ wilh the average quality of
stock bringing from 22¢ to 27c.

We quote prices as follows:—

Turlkeys, Per by o v o8 55 355 35 & 0.33 0.34
Chickens, per1b. s vs 55 +v on oo oe 0.22 0.27
Fowl, per Ib. .. .. v o5 o4 23 oa o0 0:19 0.23
Ducks, per 1b. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 0.26 0.27
Geese, per 1b. .. .. .. .. .. 0.22 0.23
Live chickens, per Ib. .. .. .. .. ., 0.18 0.25
Live ducks. per 1b, .. .. .. +. .. .. 0.24 0.25
live geese per 1b. .. .. .. 0.2 0.21

BEANS.

A fair amount of trade was done in beans in a
witciesaie Jobbing way and prices remained firm,
Sales of choice hundpicked’ pea beans were made at
$9 per bushel.

We quote prices as follows:

Can, 3-1b. pickers.. :.uv wenw cis cwe  8.00 8.25
Can. 5-1b. pickers. ... ... ... ... 7.50 7.75
Yellow eye Heans wow s4s wes v sow 1000 7.25
FAZIS
POTATOES.

Potato pr;\:t“s decreased last week 5c¢ to l0c per
bag, due to the unsettled feeling which prevailed
in the market caused by the fact that a few car loads
of polatoes were frozen and arrived in a bad con-
dition, due to being delayed on the way. Car lots of
Gireen Mountaing were quoted at $1.90 to $2 per bag
of 90 Ibs. and in a wholesale jobbing way sales
were made at $2.10 per bag of 80 Ihs, ex-store.

LOCAL GRAIN,

Oatx displayed some strength on the Winnipeg op-
tion market early in the week, and prices scored an
increasa of 2%c to 3%c per bushel, the December
options selling up.to 81c and May to 823;¢, but at this
level there was considerable liquidation on the part
of long holders and this coupled with the weakness
which developed in the Chicago market had a depress-
ing tendency on Canadian values and the course of
the market was downward for the balance of the weel,
bul prices clored about lc to 1%c higher than last
Saturday. A fair trade was done on spot during the
weel, but the market closed easy with No. 3 Cana-
dian western quoted at 89c¢, extra No. 1 feed at 89c,
No. 1 feed at 843sc, No. 2 feed at 82c¢, Ontario No.
2 white at 83c, and No. 3 white at 82¢ per bushel,
ex-store. 'There was a fair demand for oats en route
from the west, and a number of cars were placed.
Fluctuations in grain to-day were:—

Oats: per bushel.
NOL 2 CW. v o wwm sas sas wam s ow i wie 0.79%

Do:;, NO. B C'W. v sos st sas miny won oan. 0.76%
Do., Extra No. 1 feed .:, ver cee see 0.783%
Do;, No, 2Feed .. 5.5 daw ent 544 ser vee ese 0,703
Barley:

Nou8 vov vov vwn bus
NO:. & v-v vov wsy ssa
Rejected and Feed

SO % 8 Y e e cevetes Twigne BBl
B8 et eem wieg waw L6

e 1,13

Flax:
No. 1 N.W.C, . v s . 8.06
No. 2 C.W. ... g e vie e 8.01
No. 3 C.W. ,.. T 2.84

- LOCAL FLOTUR.

The demand from local and country points for flour
continues good and the market is active with a large
volume of business passing, The trade for export
was not large, as millers have already sold their sur-
plug output for December and January. Prices . of
winter wheat flour have advanced, and the market
rules very firm. '

MILLFEED.

Pure grain moullies show an advance of from $1
to $2 per ton, due to the keen demand and the steady
upward tendency of values of all coarse graing. The
market for ghorts a!so displayed further strength.

ROLLED OATS.

A stronger feeling developed in the market-for roll-
ed oats, and prices further advanced 30c per bag.

We quote current prices as follows:

Flour: . per barrel
First ipatents «uv eos 565 sie gae w5 sese 11.60
Becond patents ..z wie sen i56 o 058 mees 11.10
Btrong clears ... ;oo sss o4 sein ens 86w 10.9¢

Cereals:

Rolled oats, 90 1b. bag ... vvv vv' «.. 5.10 5.30

Feed: per ton.
Bran... .... .. .04 .ie ved e.. ... 35.00  37.00
Shorts ... .u. 2ec tir cir ees ... 40.00. 42.00
Middlings... ... ... ... ... i.. ... 48.00, 50.00
Moullie, pure grain grades.. ... ... 61.00 163.00

RECEIPTS OF GRAIN IN WINNIPEG.

The receipts of grain in Winnipeg for\the week
ending December 13th, and the week brevious were:
Same
Wkend. Wk end. Date
Dec. 6. Dec. 13. last year.

No; 1 Hard i ss w5 s oo 11 4
No. 1 Northern .. .. ., ., 1,825 1,153
No. 2 Northern .. .. .. .. 796 545 isiere
No. 3 Northern .. .. .. .. 598 330 cesa
No. 4 Wheat .o ., .. o, .. 206 136 cone
No. 5 Wheat «v o1 +v o0 «» 133 79
No. 8 Wheat oo s oo 45 oo 97 63
Feed Wheat ., .. .. .. .. 37 12
Rejected. vic 2v 56 eo s s 75 65
No. Grade .. ., .. ... .. =~ 121 103 &
Winter .. oc oo o 0v 0n oo 13 8 £
Special «v su vh 0r e h 0 0 . et
Totals .. ETIIRL 3,802 2,486 5,083
QALS o w0 @i a5 a8 B §e 1,144 865 1,679
BarleY wo s: v w5 v v s 223 164 263
FIX 5o 63 65 55 e en s 202 117 194

RECEIPTS OF GRAIN AND FLOUR.

The receipts of grain and flour in Montreal -for
the week ending December 15th, were:

Wheat, bushels ... ... ... ... ... .T«... 273,804
OaES 5us s G55 55w o «on ol sas Eoi £ 63,038
Barley, bushels.. ... ... ... ... ... 21,785
Buckwheat ... .., ... ... ... .. .. 1,200
COTN ¢ it o b e o . 3 19 . -
FlaX. 5 wos wwe ges u . QA% was ehe sed seees s
FIoUE, SACKS , yio s 355 568 ioiire s sow ose 10,634
Hay, bales «us sww s s G ve e ewE a8 18,875
Straw, bales ... ... ... . wee s e . 1,489

LLOCAL STOCKS OF GRAIN IN STORE. -

" The following table shows the stocks of grain and
flour in store in Montreal on the dates mentioned:
Dec. 15, Dec. 8, Dec. 11,

1917. 1917, 1916.
Wheat, bush .. .. .. 4,335,379 4,212,566 1,131,658
Corn, bush, ., .. .. 12,237 14,825 8,439
Peas, bush. .. .. .. .,...... ..., 3,396
Oats, bush. .. .. ., 377,242 371,511 5,324,164
Barley, bush, .. ., 164,966 97,394 107,656
Rye, bush. .. ., .. 20,968 22,397 167
Flax, bush ., .. ., 17,321 10,280 4,319
Flour, sacks .. .. ., 25,216 34,427 4, 22,904

CANADA’S CROP VALUES.

Canadian crops in 1917 have for thé first time in
value in excess of $1,000,000,000, the total of $1,-
089,687,000 comparing with $886,494,900 in 1916, and
$825,370,600 in 1915, an increase of 22 per eent over
1916 and of 32 per cent over 1915. The total includes
$451,874,000 for wheat, against $344,096,400 in 1916,
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