
104

the power of the Holy Ghost. There will be fail­
ure, for we are poor, feeble creatures ; but the 
world will see where we are going, by the road we 
are taking. A man may get on slowly or stumble, 
but it is evident what road he is going.

We have to look to ourselves and see how far 
we are devotedly following Christ, with full pur­
pose of heart—how far we can say, “ This one 
thing I do ; " but we must take care at the same 
time not to get into legal bondage by this standard.
If I say, “ Here is a rule of conduct: follow it," 
this cannot reach the heart, the affections. The 
ministration of the letter brings only failure, con­
demnation and death ; for it prescribes a rule 
which man, being a sinner, can never follow. It 
does not change man, but it puts him under 
death ; it proves him “ ungodly and without 
strength." • --

We may turn even Christ into that letter ot 
condemnation ; we may take His life, for instance, 
and make it our law. Nay, we may turn even the 
love of Christ into our law, we may say, “ He has 
loved me, and done all this for me—I ought to 
love Him, and do so much for Him, in return for 
this love, etc., and thus turning His love into a 
rule of life, it becomes the ministration of death— 
for the only thing a rule can do is to condemn. 
With the children of Israel, Moses put a veil upon 
his face, for they could not bear the sight of the 
glory—it condemned them. Man tries either to 
hide his condemnation from God, or his conscience
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