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mills, but also depending on the prairie trade, have done
well, despite a certain amount of loss from United States
dumping. The coast lumbermen have suffered even more
from th's competition than the mountain lumbermen, both
by dumping and by the loss of export trade, due to the
United States manufacturers being willing to fill orders at
less than cost. Shipments from Washington, the State
which produces most lumber, to points in Canada from
Winnipeg to the Pacific coast, are said to have increased
from three to five times in volume since the depression in
that country set in. The circular o’ the Secretary of the
(anadian Lumbermen's Association issued in August last
gives the following figures as the shipments of boards, deals,
planks, joists and scentling for the years ending 30th June,
1009, 1910, 1911:

Ayerage

Year, Ft. B.M. Value. Price per
1,000 Ft.

1909 127,099,000  $3.317,043  $26.09
1910 5162477 27.23
1011 9,266,275 2297
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The comparizon of 1909 and 1911 for the nine months end- |

ing 30th September, as follows, is still more striking:

Average

Year. Ft. B.M. Value. Price per
1,000 Ft.

1909 104 750,000  $2.845 605 §27.16
1911 . 379.226,000  T.946,072 20,95

The increase between 1909 and 1911 for the nine months
veferred to s, therefore, mearly 275,000,000 feet board
measure, or 162 per cent,, while the decreaze in the average
price is $6.21 per 1,000 feet board measure, or nearly 23 per
cent. These figures apply to all Canada, but the conditions
of the industry in British Columbia are much worse than
elsewhere, The average price recelved by British Columbia
lumbermen iz $3 to $4 per 1000 feet less than the average
for all Canada. Since the preparation of these figures we
are told that larger quantities than ever are being dumped
and that prices have declined still further. It does not
appear that the consumer has benefited by this dumping
the profit apparently going to the middleman.

The year has been one of unusual importance in mining
in the province, The coast coal mines have all done a
larger business at good prices and with an active demand.
Improvements on an extensive scale, looking to an in
creased output, are being made. In the Crows Nest dis
trict, to which reference has already been made, the mines
of course, suffered from not being worked, and had to
begin, after the strike, with a much smaller numb'r of
men, o that the full output cannot be attained at once
The m!ners seem to have gained nothing while smelters
have been idle or have worked at a loss, rallroad comnanies
in some cases have installed oll-burning engines, new coal
properties have been exploited, perhaps unnecessarily, and
the people who depend on coal for their comfort may suffer
this winter for lack of fuel. The total ontput of British
Columbia for 1911 is _est:mated at 2 410,000 tons as com
pared with 3,130,000 tons in 1910, The history of copper
mining and smelting for the year turns on the coal strike.
But for that it would have been a record of high proda
tion. When the strike occurred, an effort was made to
work with Pennsylvania coal, but the cost and quality of
the coal made this impossible for one company and most
unprofitable to others. Work will now be r sumed on a
full scale. The decline in the output is shown in the fol-
lowing figures, which are for the Boundary mines alone:
1609, 1.595 000 tons; 1910, 1699000 tons; 1911, estimated
at 1200000 tons. The price o° copper has been lower,
averaging about 12.26 cents per pound, against 2.86 cent:
in 1910 and 12.05 cents in 1909 Labour cond ns have
been excellent. In the Kootenay d'striet there has been
unusgual activity. Consolidation of Interests more efficient
management and larger capital ghould result in mor
profitable working o° these difficult stlver, lead and copper
ores. Elsewhere in British Columbia, especially in th
north, very interest'ng developments in mining in widely
separated districts are taking place, but it {s too early t
speak confidently as to results,

The growth of the city of Vancouver continues to be re- |

markable, as shown by the great increases in
permits, in the assessed values of property. in bank clear
ings, in customs duties pald and In the ecarnings of tram
ways. The only feature calling for discouragement is the
speculation in real estate values,
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for much of which pro- | fresh deciducus frults reached 15,000 cars,
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moters in other financial centres, even in England, are
almost as responsible as are those in Brit.sh Columbia,

There is great activity in the province at present in
railway, tramway and ordinary road building, In adding
to dock accommodation to take care of the increasing
ocean traffic, and in provincial, municipal and iIndividaal
building of all kinds.

YUKON DISTRICT.

The year was marked by further consolidation of pro-
perties in the hands of the dredging companies as opposed
to the individual operator. Coal mined in the district has
been used for the first time ag fuel in thawing operations,
and has proved satisfactory. The season was unusually
dry, and this affected the output of gold, which is estimated
at about $4,200,000. In southern Yukon very extensive
work in opening up mines in several localities is under
way, and eventually this must become a mining region of
great importance.

UNITED STATES.

We have passed through another year in which con-
ditions have remained steadily better in Canada than in
the United States. The cost of living still presses hardly
upon the average earner; the tariff remains unadjusted;
the attacks, in the supposed interest of the people, upon
large industrial corporations, for alleged Illegal actions,
continue, and a Presidential election is at hand. While
the underlying conditions are sound, it is quite natural
that enterprise in every form should hesitate until such
clouds pass away. The tendency at the moment, however,
is towards an increased volume of trade and a more hope
ful outlook. Low prices for iron and steel are producing
in a marked manner the natural result of Increased pur-
chases. The price of copper is advancing, and the trade
in cotton goods is decidedly better. This improvement in
main staples follows a period of widespread industrial
liguidation in which much plant was kept idle, purchases
of raw material were largely curtailed, and prices were
gsharply marked down. Such a course of trade was really
due in 1908 as a result of the collapse of 1907, The im
ports for the ten months of 1911 were $1,264.000 000, only
slightly less than for 1910, but the exports were §1.666,000,
000, bringing the excess up to $102,000,000 against §134,
000,000 in 1910, This is a long move towards restoring
the condition preceding 1907, but whether it will be maln-
tained when expenditure becomes more active remalins to
be seen.

Turning to the States in which we are directly interested,
in Washington the graln crops were satisfactory as a
whole in both yield and price; the fruit erop was lessened
somewhat by frosts, but high prices prevailed; and dairy
ing continues to make good progress. The galmon pack
was the largest and most profitable on record, resulting
in a total of 5,877,000 cases, worth about $10.000 000, and
the trade in other fish continues to grow rapidly. The
lumber business as already stated has been very unprofit
able, partly because obligations resulting from the ox
tensive gpeculation in timber lands in recent years have
left many manufacturers without the cholce of curialling
their operations, and the hitherto sufficient Eastern market
has failed to absorb the output. The production of this
State, which lies alongside British Columbla, has again
been the largest of any State in the Union, amounting to
1097.500,000 feet, worth about §42,000,000, or Inculing
shingles, about $32,000,000. There Las been a markod in-
ercase in shipping, and there are now five regular lines
leaving Puget Sound.

The year has again been very prosperous for Oregon.
The wheat crop was large, and the foreign trade In wheat
and flour excellent, In lumber there was the same 1oss
from over-production as in Washington. Portland Is now
established as the chief livestock market on the Pacific
glope, and attracts shipments from as far east as Montana
and Nebraska. The rallroads have spent over twenty
million dollars recently in opening Eastern Orcgon to
gettlers, and further expenditures are probable lLarge
tracks of land hitherto used for cattle and shoon will he
converted into farms and frrigation supplied where neces.
sary.

California as usual presents a year with excellent re
anlts. Fruit growing and canning and grape culture have
done well, the value of the product of the orchard and
vineyard together being about $85.000,000. Shipments of
worth about




