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“I cannot but commend, says Bishop
Hall, that great clerk of Paris, who, when
King Louis of France required him to

The
Plebiscite.

write down the best word that ever he had learnt, call-
o for a tair skin of parchment, and in the midst of it
wrote this one word “Measure,” and sent it sealed np
to the King.  The King, opening the sheet, and find-
ing no other mscription, thought himseli mocked by
this philosopher, and, calling for him, expostulated the
matter: but when it was shown him that all virtues
and all religious and worthy actions were regulated
by this one word, and that, without this, virtue itseli
mrned vicious, he rested satisfied,

And <o he well might; for it is a word well worthy
of the seven sages of Greece, from whom, indeed, it
was borrowed, and only put into a new coat. lor
while he said of old (for his motto): “Nothing too
much,” he meant no other than to comprehend both
extremes under the mention of one; neither in his
sense 15 it any paradox to say that too little is too much;
for, as too much bounty is prodigality, so too much
sparing is niggardness.”

There 1s no quality of the mind by which men, even
good men, are more apt to be misled than zeal. Fven
where the object is good, it ought not to carry us
beyvond the bounds of moderation.  When the Prohi-
bition I'lebiscite Act received its first reading before
parliament in April last, sensible men on both sides
of politics asked why the country should be put to the
expense of preparing ballot papers for the purpose of
ascertaining the wishes of a majority of freemen upon
the question of prohibition.  However, it is now too
late for useful expostulation.  In a few days, the fol-
lowing question is to he submitted to all persons en-
titled 1o vote at a Dominion election :-

“Are vou in favour of the passing of an Act pro
hibiting the importation, manufacture  or sale of
spirits, wine, ale, beer, cider and all other alcoholic
liquors for use as beverage 7"

Since the introduction of this bill calling for an
opinion from the common people upon a matter about
which they are periodically humbugged by politicians,
the country has been flooded with the views of promi-
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ont men upon the Question il dssie, il we have heen
treated to an cloquent OUEpORENE from paly
platiorms, denunciatory of the el il
cven at oficial and state dinners

its andd
whon of decanters
lorhidding the hali-
slasses of sherry given with cike 1 N w Year's call-
ers: fearfully condemmatory of "l 8 oteh,

“even when
admmistered in homeeopathic doses; and actually in

. served at the har
vest-home to inspire song amd story, bt absolutely

terdicting cider—a nectaremn jilee

useless as  a beyerage ] printing land
scapes in the  brain of i I'hose  who
have the temerity o plead, ke fhat broadminded
cleric,  Principal  Grant, thit Hitetliperance is  a

decaying vice and Canada i remiatlabls sober com
munity recewve noomore comsidefation from the in
temperate advocates of the plebiseite and coipulsion
than is accorded to the toper whi caion)y hiccough
an objection to heing robbed of his beer By an act
ot parliament.  Without desirlig (0 fecord an opin
o upon the wisdom of thit great elerk of Paris, who
furnished a former King of Friice with the |

that ever he had learnt, “moderution,”

wst word
we do serionsly
protest against the conduct of wiet on both sides of
politics who favoured asking this Hitestion of our peo
ple at the expense of the comtiy, wil omee again we
ask of Messrs, Fisher, Foster amd their followers:— 1
a majority of those who take the tromble to answer
this question should reply i the affivtative, what then ?

The entire situation in regintd to s absurd pander
ing by successive governments 1o thie so-called tem
perance party recalls the following story

A certain horsey Englishmin botight a new horse,
and when the animal was delivered (o him by the
servant of its former owner, the following conversa
ton took place between the Faoghishman and the
groom: “Have you anything to (el e abont him*”

“Well, sie, answered the minn, 1y
two faults,”

oss only has
“What are they #7 “He's terrible “ard
to keteh," said the groonm. Oy, that doesn't matter.”
“And there's the other fanlt,” comtinued the faithinl
groom. “He ain’t no good when you've canght 'im.”

The plebiscitum is terribly expenisive to take, and,
when taken, “ain’t no gool”




