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Apicultural Division— Results of the Ex
periments on the Control of Swarming
Morley Pettit, Provincial Apiarist.
The Apicultural Division of the Agri-
cultural and l‘lx;:ennn-nlal Union was es-
tablished in 1889. The first co-operative
work done by it was in 1891, under the
direction of Messrs. Holtermann, Hus-
band and Haight. An experiment on the
use of comb foundation in sections was
sent to twenty-four bee-keepers. Twelve
reports were received th.t year. The
was continued in 1892, but
was not reported In 1893 a self-hiving

device for swarms was sent to twenty five

experiment

experimenters Eleven reporis were re-

ceived [n 1894 the experiments were
self-hiver, and

continued ~ with the

some five-banded [talian queens were
distributed for testing In 1895
nine reports were received on the
merits of the five-banded Italians. No

co-operative experiments were conducted
from that time until 1910.

At the beginning of that year the Api-
culture Department was organized at the
Ontario Agricultural College for instruct
tion and experimental work. Steps were
immediately taken to conduct co-opera-
tive experiments A prospectus and ap-
plication blank were sent to the mailing
list of bee-keepers. In this it was stated
that for the present at
erial but methods would be distributed,
and the first method to be tested would
be one for the Control of Swarming. Ap-
plications were received for this experi-

ment from three hundred bee-keepers re

least, not ma-

presenting nearly every county in On-
tario, as well as most of the other pro
vinces.

This most gratifying response can be
attributed partly to the wide-spread in-

terest there is at present in the work of
the Experimental Union, partly to the in-
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terest in bee-keeping as 2 business which
is awakening all over the country, but
more especially to the fact that the ex
periment announced, ‘‘The Control of
Swarming,’”’ is one in which every piro
gressive bee keeper is interested.

There are three great problems in bee
management in this country, viz., Brood
Diseases, Wintering, and Swarm Control,
While the first two are very real, the
swarming |n‘uhlcm§ comes home to every
bee-keeper whether he realizs it or not. If
his bees build up strong enough to gather
a good crop of honey they are sure to de-
velop the swarming impulse if left to
themselves. 1f he cannot control this im-
pulse to swarm the bee-keeper must either
spend a great deal of time watching for
and hiving swarms, or else lose enough
swarms to take the profit off his bee bus
iness If he has any other work the
gwarming is more than likely to take
place at the most inopportune time, €.g.,
when he is busy in the hay field at the
back of the farm, or when he is on the
way to church. Now all this is very ex
pensive and quite unnecessary .

There is nothing on the farm which re
quires so little care in proportion i the
returns as the bees. This is why they
are so often kept at a loss ; because the
care they need is so small that it ut-
terly neglected. They require only a little
attention, but what they do require they
must have. It is to call attention to this
bit of work, and to help fit it into its
proper place among the other farm duties,
that these co-operative experiments are
undertaken.

The management of an apiary for honey
must be approached in the same husiness-
like manner as the management of a dairy
herd for milk. There is no mor “Juck”
or “‘chance’ in the one than in the other.
Scientific principles govern both. Fail
ure in either is due to some definite cause,
which must be discovered and mastered
before success can be attained.

The first principal in handling any live
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