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PREFACE.

•

CUCH IS the authority of Ci.ftom, that nothing is

^ now given to the Public without a Preface.

—

Thousih not

" Obligd by hunger y or request of Friends
y*

I neverthelefs find myfelf, on the prefent occafion, un-»j

der the neceffity of lubmitting to this fame authority.!

It inuft naturally excite fome degree of furprize in

the mind of the Readei*, to fee the Public in poffcf-',

fK?n of papers which Wnbrace only a private concern!

of Col. Delancy, weveinot fome explanation of the!

motive which induced tb the publication, to accompa-

ny them. I will now proceed to give this explanation

with the wafte of as feVv words as poflible : And not

only fo, but I will relate the manner in which I became

poffefied of thefe very interefting papers.
^

First, as to my motive to this publication. Let

me then /ay, that thequertion, whether any fuch thing

as Negro Slavery can legally exift in this Province, has

long occupied the attention both of the learned and

unlearned among us. It has, indeed, lately undergone

a judicial inveftigatioh, but without any judicial deci-

fion. Now, whether any particular Negro (admitting

him to be a Slave) belongs either to A or B, is a mat-

ter in which none butlthe litigating parties are direaiy

interefted. Therefore! a judicial decifion of it, can

only difappoitit the hopes or one or iw^o ivicn. unt

when it becomes que^ionablc, whether any particular
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