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r^erre, to the.r passions, and to the most m.famous pleasures,,
.

,_The true God was adored by the ;fc», alorie.T*e Samantan, boasted of Being also his Vor-
-Hpers, tod, had quitted their idols, but Would
neverjom m conimunion with the Jews, for whomthey entertained an implacable hatred. They re-Z ^^l^'^f

Mo«. only; rejecting 7the
oflier jirophete, and preten(^ed that God was to be^^red on^the mountain G«^ ^one, where

fj
had bu.It a temple. Religion was- on theWane even among tl^ Jews, of whom there were

S?dduce« beh<ivea not fife resnrreition, nor the
immprtaht, of the soul, nor that thWe wei!^
»gels or spmtsi aod they imagined God himself
oorporeal A great number of the priests, and of
Je prnicipal mei of the natien, ln«l eibr^ced«Bs impious and gross heresy.
The Phari««B maintained good doctrin^' be-heved ftmgs spiritual, the remirrection, Ji thrbfe of Ae wodd to come. They made profession

of kecpmg the law with more than ordinanr exact-

^^_ ;
l.ut then, they mingled with it man^su^'

stitions, and frequently made no account of the
*-mmandments of God, in order to «i»ance their
human traditions. * ' * ;
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