
I hare alrAady Riven the intrrprHatlon.

which I think i« the right int^rprrnation.

io thU clau'", an interpretation iiu«tain><u

by the prari al int*fft>reiation gtvvn by Mr.
('olqutioun in th)- Win<l«or ca**-. XnA in

the (ace of theiie thinii« I can only con-

clude, and I itate without f''ar o( oontra-

diction, that the privilege o( having French
t..ughi at the iiubj«ct of otiidy can exi*t

only in the (chooli where French wan
taught before the t -gulation wun puMed.

My hon. friend fr F'ontenac hai cite<i

Regulation 15. T t reaulatinn provides

for the teaching Urrman and French.

But my contentioi. .« that, dincc the passing

of Regulation 17, although the otht-r regu-

lation remain* on the «tatiite-l)ook, one part

of it at least ha« become inoperative, that

part dealing with the Frenc'. language.

The only part of Regulation 15 which i*

•till in force is the part which deul.« with

Oerman. We are to-day confronted with

thit state of things. Around Verdun, in

France, on the one side . eople talking tho

G«rman language are directing .shells and
v.'a» again.<t another people whose lanjiuage

is French. Autl to-daj' in this oountry. or

at least in Ontario, we find privil.'gc^ given

to the language of the Hun.< which are re-

fused to the laii^'iiage of thosf who are

defending tl.t! altars- of civilization.

I Ijelieve that no matter how you twi.st

this regu'. ion, no iiiattc ow "leverly you
put it, you an come t< ily one (><irichi-

sion, that it.- obj.ct 'i ' • gradual pro-

scription of the iionf-h mn^uage in the

province of {/nt.iri.v. fhe hon. niemlH?r for

Frontenac calls •• a oonce.^sion, and .-iays

that . » French . .adiun.* n<'ver liad as

man- 'v'vilege* o.s 'lose contained in Regu-
lation ii On tlve oth» r hand, it i- pointtd

out that there are people in Ontario who
think that too much i.^ given t« the French
Canadians l)y this refriilation. Then the

matter can he easily .*ettl<H|. If, (Jii ti <

one hand, it is tliought Miat tlif Freniii

C'anadiun.s get too much; if, on tlie other

hand, the French Canadian.s do not like

this regulation, do not care for tliis pre-sent

from the Greek.-, the matter can he easily

settled by aholisliing the regulation alto-

gether, and then both side;*—call them ex-

tremists if you .ike—will be satL-tied. If

you refuse to tlo that it is because you do

not believe that you have given to tli

French a conoes.siion. The hon. ineiiiber

for Frontenac has a very peculiar way of

dealing with a problem of tlii- kind. On
the one hand he .says: " This .'tate of things

was arrivied at alter proper resolutions had

h««n passed in the Legi;«l«'ur« of Ontario,

aiyl nobody made any co nplffint. even the

repre»enitati\ •'« of your ii v did ini make
any cuniplaiut; therefore, y )U have no ritfht

to cfinie and »ay that tli ' r 'gulation U op-

preitnive or abusive." I . th# otlrtr '.and,

ikfter dealing with t. tu.-V rom oUier

aspecti, he comes baek to t! ame -ubject,

and, notwithstanding hi* formal state*

nien1'<. say*; "Why are you onJemning
this- lou do iioit know it.< effect; you have
ivot tried it out." If we fry it out v.'e accept

it. If ttie lion. iiiemt>er for Frontenac
olai'"* ''.at we have aci-ept*-"! a state of

t' . by re'i.son of »ileno>, if we try it out

^ly will come and say; " Not only
•- /ou aci-epted it, silently, by not rais-

i.ia i voice again!>t it, but you have accepted
it practically, Iwcause you have u-^ed it."

I was very glaii to hear tlie Prime
Miniiter yesterday say that if ever
there was a motion proposing
interference by the Federal Government in

the provincial politics of the province of

tjuelwe, he would be the first to raise his

voice in protest against it. I believe, how-
ever, that he will never be put to tli..( test,

Ix-ciuse in the provinc." of Quebec the
iniiiority. which is Fnglish-s^teaking, is our
-Mr witness in this case. That niinorit" is

in a position to teach the people of Canada
at 'urge that the Frenc* Canadian majority
knows something al)ou justice, al>out toler-

ance, and about equity.

It has lieeii insinuute<l. even afflrmeii, that
the French (^'anadian population contain a
'.'reater prop.irtion of illiterate, than any
other race in Ciiiaifa. I have always
Ihouuht that, if we know how to apply jus-

ficc. if we know how to deal with questions
of that kiiul in such a way as to deserve
till' cfunpliinerit of l)eiiig the province which
has uinlerstood hotter than any other the
spirit of the Canadian Confcderation, pos-

sibly it was l)ecause many of our men had
L'lwn some time to the study of the treaties

.111.1 to the study of our constitution and of

such books us would instniit them in the
science of justice. Hut even if we have to

admit that there are iiiidii!.' u- so s;reat a
iiuiiibcr uf illiterate.- conipliineiit my race

all the more, l)eci' -e then it has not

acijuired that science of justice by tuition

or by education, but has possessed it

naturally from birth.

The best tost to apply to this regulation

is to transpose it. I wouM recommend
every member from Ontario who does not

sliaiu my vit.'Vi> to takr a copy ut thi.i regul-


