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it is a blessing in thin decisive crisis that Russians should
have a firmly-knit organization and a traditional centre
of authority in the power of the Tsar. The present

Emperor stands as the national leader, not in the

histrionic attitude of a War Lord, but in the quiet

dignity of his office. He has said and done the right

thing, and his subjects wi;i follow him to a man. We
are sure he will remember in the hour of victory the

unstinted devotion and sacrifices of all the nationalities

and parties of his vast Empire. It is our firm conviction

that the sad tale of i-eaction and oppression is at an end
in Russia, and that our country will issue from this

momentous crisis with the insight and strength required

for the constructive and progressive statesmanship of

which it stands in need.

Apart from the details of political and social reform,

is the regeneration of Russia a boon or a peril to European
civilization ? The declamations of the Germans have
been as misleading in this respect as in all others. The
master works of Russian literature are accessible in

translation nowadays, and the cheap taunts of men
like Bernhardi recoil on their own heads. A nation

represented by Pushkin, Turgeneff , Tolstoy, Dostoyevsky
in literature, by Kramskoy, Verestchagin, Repin, Glinka,

Moussorgsky, Tchaikovsky in art,^ by Mendeleeff,

Metchnikoff, Pavloff in science, by Kluchevsky and
Solovieff in history, need not be ashamed to enter the
lists in an international competition for the prizes of

culture. But the German historians ought to have

' Kramskoy, Vcrestcfiufjin, Kfinii, &c. Unly a few naiiics arc
Bt'loctcd almost at random. Of course, no description of pictures
and no charactoriitation of painters can convey any adequate im-
l)re88ion. Those who wish to form an opinion of Russian painting
should go to Moscow and pay a visit to the Tretiakofi Gallery.


