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Lee Hooker

John Lee Hooker
Mr. Lucky
Virgin Records

by David Kuswanto

It’s hard not to like Mr. Lucky, the
latest from John Lee Hooker. From
thedriving kick of “Thisis Hip” tc the
soothing soulfulness of “l Cover the
Waterfront,” Hooker provides an al-
bum that deserves serious attention.

There’s something infectious in
Hooker’s grumbling, stammering
vocal style; few people can get away
with singing like shit. Backed up by a
killer cast that includes everyone from
Robert Cray to Keith Richards and

Van Morrison, “The Hook” sounds

better than ever.

Animportantelementoftherecord

is its “live off the floor” feel. The

songs have been mixed with some of

the rough edges intact. Hooker is also
$ a generous improviser, laughing and

i‘ adding or repeating lines during a

number of songs.

Its good to know that John Lee
Hooker is still out there at 71, singing
and playing. Mr. Lucky doesn’t con-
tain anything you haven’t heard be-
fore, just things you want to hear
more of: good, solid blues.
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