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The Vanishing Exrtract
By Edgar Franklin.

the thermometer filled andon the sheif. This rnoriing
real buekles down ta 1 found seven of thern on the floor-

business and tries its ('npty. I uupposed that you had used,
- bot ta push the top, thein."

out of thte tube, and "eYou mean to tell me that seven
- m a nk in d welters gallons of that expensive stuiffhave dis-

and -gasps and mops appeared over night?"
its forehead with its "They are gone-that's certain. Pas-
handkerchief, and the sibly Mr. Johnson had them ernptied in

newepapers îûb it in by running "Heat a keg-for somebody."
WVave"haqgre heade in seven-inch type- "He couldn't have. Johnson lef t be-
then tpk foika who manufacture ice- fore I did last uight,, _and lbe hasn't
cream by the ton go ta buying gallons been mu yet this morning. Scovili, are
upon gallons of flavoring extracts. you certain that the tuf lu gane 1 1

That is, if. the extractu are the right "Corne and,, see for youruelf," the
sort. young man suggested.

Johnson & Walling, in addition ta Walling frowned iu perplexity.

their sua n olse rdeVaeI"hy, it's ridiculaus!" lhe said. "You

just the right sort of extracts. It was must bave put it into other bottes-

their business and théir pride. What or something, Scovill. 1-il go up with
they called "RÈer Vanilla»' sold for you."
twcnty dollars a gallon, and couldnt Now, the building of Johnson & Wal-

bè beaten at ten times the price. They ling was a littie more than two lofts,

made an extiemely fancy extract of with a cellar undergrQund. This latter
lemon, too, and a twenty-dollarfr-gal- apartment' contained innurnerable sugar

l on p otci that drove conipetitors. and molasses barrels, and the big fur-

int n fury. .ace which in winter sent grateful vol-

t' may bie surniised, then, that John- urnes of, hot air through the hieaters.

son & Walling were prasperous. Part The groundlioar held thé offices and

of their prosperity they owed ta the a considerable space for storage, while

intolerable heat, which during that iu a corner of the loft above was built

summer broiled on without cessation for the laboratary whcre Jobnsozý & Aal-

ten rnartal weeks. Another part they ling's flavoring extracts wcre manufac-
owed ta Scovili.1 turcd by Scovili.

Scovili was thé energetie yohng man -The latter led the way up-stairs.

who had charge of their flavoring ex- Together they entered tbe laboratory.

tract laboratory. Single-handed, lie Scovili pointcd silently ta, the seven big

manufactured the deliciouly odorifer- bottîcu on the floor.
Oua fluide, bottled thcm and handed There was no mistaking the fat-

thexri out aIl ready forshiprnent; and. thcy ail bore the Rex label, and every

Jlohnson & Walling felt that if ever a a ne of themn was as ernpty as the day

man leelonged in the "perfect treasure" it ieft the glass-works.
dlais, tbat man was Scovill. 9Well'lIl bc hanged'!" ejaculated

He liedcamte ta them from a large WTalhing. "The stuff's been stolen 1"

Chicago bouse in the sarne lune; he "But how 1"

knew bis business thoroughly; hie wark- "Gad! I give that up! WVas this

cd like a trooper; and the extracts doar ta the Btairway lacked ?"

which hie turned out were distinctly "lCertainly. 1 bave the one key-You 1
kecp the duplicatK'in the safe."

The heat-heartily blesued by John- "And how about the door leading ta

son & WValling and fluently -cureed ly the loft ?"

the gencral public-had been contin- Scovill tricd it.

uing for a monté, or more on that par- "ýHumph! This bas been unfasten-

ticular Monday rnorning. ed!" ha announced.
Johnanpcrsirig bt joful w . "Then that must be where the stuf,

out arnong the ice-cream people, taking went," Walln ihd Wa

orders as faut au hie fountain peu could blarned shame-seven gallons of Rex

jot them down. Walling sat iu the Vanilla!"
office on the ground floor, pradded the "«Who do you suppose could bave

shipping clerk ta higher upecd, goaded taken it T"

tule bookkceper ta greater exertianu, and "Dan't ask me. It must bave been

himself wrote receipts for the drivers. one af those confounded drivers," eaid

it was hiot-"'hotter'Ii thunder," as the junior partner. "In ail prabability

Walling chuckl. The sun-baked street lie sneaked up thc back way, ernptied

wvas deserted and still, and in the quiet the extract into a keg, aud carried it

the junior partner's voice bummed off through the loft. But hie couldn't

aloud, as lie read fromi a sheaf of orders get it out of the place. They aIl have

in his liand ta the shipping clerk. ta pass through the office when they

"BReady, Joncs? AUl riglit. J. F. leave at night." wto mh
Brown, two gallons Rex; Brightman, "He gat it %pt of herewthtmul

thrce gallons; Samson Brothers, ten trouble," Scovli obscrvedl dryly.

gallons. Gec whizz! What an order!" "Yes-that's prctty evident. Well,

purred Walling. "lWell, that makes hie won't do it again. il lfix that door

fifteen gallons of Rex Vanilla ta go, lie- 50 that it will retire fromn business per-

side what's ready now." nînently. T~el the boy ta bringre up

"Samson Brothers, ten gallons Rex the hammer and some big nails, Scoviir,

Vanilla," iutoncd the shipping clerk. please;"

"Correct. Ah, Scovili, dre yoii bere T" The boy arrived within a moment or

Scovililiead just camne dowvn f romn the two, and with a grini' smile Walling.set

Iaboratory. "Got fit teen gallons Rex .ta work'ta nail thé door ta the casing.

i'eady ta go?"j In a very few minutes lie bad put that

"FÈifteen*!" Scovili cchoed. "WVhy, no, portai beyond hope of being opened

Oif course Dot." with, anything short of a battcring-rani.

"Wh'Iv not?" asked the junior partuer' i "There! I'd like ta bet that no more

soinewhat astonislied. "1You lad twenty Rex Vanilla gocu out through that

gallons bottled last niglit." door!" lie puffcd.

"1Yes, but yau took iseven of theiI Tnder the surface, the tbeft ereated

before 1 arrived this iIonring." a considerable sensation. It was not

-1 did ý%%hat?"i discussed openly; but between Johinson

"Vonor onieodyelsctoo sevn and 'Waliing and Scovill the matter was

gallons of Rex Vanilia Extract ont of argued at length, and they arrived at

the sock."various hypotiieses.

Sav, Scovill, is the heait getting b I seenied diptheiatinc-

voîr' head " NWaling asked iroicaliY. i tract had been carried off tlirougli the

"Nohody but yourself has touchied thatl'if t door of the laboratory-buit what
1,,d been donc ith it thereafter? AN

"What" Scvills eye opeed. eg that contaifla sevefi gallons of liquid

"Crtainly not. It's just as voin left rannot hesovdntamn' e-

if." - 1 oekcet. and assîîredly nothing of the

"Ltis otiin (I tu srt " sid so ~rt had been earried out by any of

yul warrnly. "Wen I ieft last igh"lt hierkn

there were twcnty aite-gallon botties CfleU~tYth timsttiib

air MrVE Ine.rviea'l
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