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mlTe Chriztmaa Message
t OWEVER it may be at other seamons of theliiyear, it is necessary at Christmas time for

one wkho writes to get down to fundainentals.
Ld the fundamentals are summed up ini the life,
the teachings and the actions of Ilim Who gave us the
name of Christmas. It is eminently fitting at this
muaon te, recail some of the things with wich the
naine of Christ is associated, rather indeed te refresh
Our memories with the thought of Him in His attitudes,
ais ambitions and His actions.

Ris attitude is summed up in those words which we
learned in youth: "Wist y not that I must be about

myFather's business?" 'My meat is to do the will
of Him that -sent me." "Thou shait love the Lord
thy God with ail thy heart and soul and strength
and thy neighbor as thyseif." Such an attitude
to God and to, man is the beginning and end of rightoous-
ness, the guarantee of peace and ail true bappiness,
the ground of ail that is eternal and abiding.

Christ's attitude to God and man explinsRi
ambition, which was nothing less than te, build up a
kingdom on earth after the pattern of the Heavenly
KMgdom-a kingdomn in which ie should abound
and manifest itself ini kindly loving deeds. Wel
did H1e know that in such a kingdom the noblest
souls are not the proud and seif-sufficient, but those
with pure heart and poverty of spirit.

Nor is it strange that Christ's acta from the be-
gmigad the close of His lfe were beyond reproach,

forthey were the outcome of His attitude and in
line with His ambition. He was the oniy One hoW
couid say to 1lis foilowers, "Follow Me." Ail ethers
bave been strong in advice and in intention. H1e was
as strong in deed as He was gracious in His speech
or pure in His motive.

Now when we wish each other a Happy Christmas
we wish that loto this world as into our hearts the
spirit of love, which underlies' attitude, ambition
andaction.

Christmas for the Individual

*ONSIDER tmro lives that are bound te eacb
other in love. LIow suspicion, envy and al
uglîness whatsoever fiee away! How sweet-

ness, purity, unselfishness abound! N;o bard words,
no evil thoughts, no mean actions! Love is the
ground of ail worthy personal relationship. It is
fr every individual to choose bis own disposition and

destiny.

Ohristmas in the Family

*ONSIDER homes i7n which love reigns! Wbat
harmony, wbat cheerful ebedience, what

rR lovely ýself-deniàl! Ail around us are homes
of this knd-homes perhaps poor in worldly gifts
but rich in this one great heaveùly virtue. Thc
mother cares for her child witb a love that beareth
ail tbings, endureth ail things, belîeveth ail things
and hopeth ail things, and the cbildren return thé
love in countless littie deeds of adoration and glad
submission. Happy the father who can command
ioyalty and reverence from his cbildren! Let bimn
ssk no0 other bappmness. In ail the Western prairies
we are endeavoring to build upbappy and prosperous
homes. The Christmnas message 15 te build upon
the foundation of love, for it wiil abide wben ail other
foundations are wasbed away. No superstructure
however gaudy, bas a value unless planted on a solid
foundation.

Christmas in the COMMnnt
ONSIDER the' communitY. asinoi-

tended that it should be govcrned bY the
same laws as the farnilY? Each rmember

shall bye for ail and ail for eachi. Each shahl find bis
life in his service for others, for verily "He that loseth
bis life for the sake of the group shail find it." This
is the true Christmas spirit and any, commuiitY
wbich possesses it may bave christmas. ail the year.
Tbere is a socîalism which is rooted irý force. It is
anti-social and anti-christian. There is a socialisni
the principle of -wýhicb is voluntary service. That is
the only socialism. which can endure., for its spirit
is faith and love. Ail up and down this laýnd m!iy be
found communities in whých therc is discord, strife
andl bitterness. They have not yct saiighlt to posscss
the christian spirit. They have not receiîved the
Christmas gift. Family against family and clan
ag.ginst clan, yes, creed against crced, and, tongue
over against tongue. Is it not lamentable m'heu the
gift of peace and happifless might bce had for the
asking? Andi is it not wvonderful that badncss and il-

WIlcontinue to exi-;t when one littie Pollyanna or
Rebecca imigit -work a change? For -ti tu lcone
tniling that to-day as in the beginning of otirera,on
s-iige life devoted to unselfish service, may traw4orrn
aworld.

Christmas for the NationMONSIDE R that greater community, the nation.
We of ton taik of the nation as Christian,
'but that ia enly a figure. It is only the

ilvidual who can be christian, for it *a nly the
Individual whobs asou to tiandfeel ani act.
And yet not se. A nation may have a don•îinating
spirit. ?t may ho the spirit of dissension, unreat and
auarchy, or th. spirit of co-operation and brotherhood.
This latter sx-triapossible el y when each citizen
is true te the whole; it is altegether impossible where

th trentti te live upon the weak, wbhere
tewealt y grinc, down the poor when the few

control the many. The christian sta 4 las a democracy,
and overy attempt te create artificial ciasa distinctin
baséd upon wealth, occupation or creed, is in opposition
te tho christian idea.. And se, the big interests, the
combines, the secret trusts and profiteering i very
forin are unobristian.

The Shepherds' Wondrous Tale
From the Spanish of Gongora I

It wus the very noon of nigbt, the stars *
above the fold,_

More sure, than elock or chiming bell, the
heur of midnight told:

Wben from the heavens there came a
vexce, and torna were seen te shine,

StiRl bright'nîng as the music rose with E
Eht and love divine.

With love divine the song began; there
shone a ligbt serene:

Z Oh, who bath heard wbat I bave heard =

or seen what I bave seon? .
E I roused me at the piercing strain, but

shrunk as from the ray
O f summer lightning; ail areund se bright E

the spiendor lay.
For oh, it mastered sîgbt and sènse, to sece

that glory shine,
To bear that minstrel in the clouds, who -

sang of Love Divine,
To see that form with birdlike wings, of- More than mortal mien:

-Oh, who biath beard wbat I bave beard, or
seen what Ihave seen?

When once the happ trance ivas past ,
- that so my sense dEdbnd,

1lott my sheep'to Him Wbose care was in
the western wind;

1 left them, for, instcad of snow, I trod on
blade and flower,

And ice cissolved in starry raya at morn- Z
mg's gracious bour,

Revealing where on earth the steps of EE
Love Divine bad been:

Oh, who bath beard what I bave board, à
or seen wbat I have seen?

I basted to a iow-rooted shed, for se the
Angel bade;

Andi bowed before the lowly rack wher
Love Divine was laid:

A new-born Babe, like tender Lamb, with
Lion's strength there smilccl,

For Lion's strength, immortal might, was
= in that new-born Chil;'"

- That Love Divine in cbildlike form bad
God forever been:

-- Oh, whe bath heard what I bave heard, or
S edn what I bave seen?

Tt is a serions problese this, the most serîoeus of al
probleses, that of evangchizing the people, net that
th 2y may profess a common faith nor submît tbem
selves to a comrnflf ordinance, but that they shah
accept and practise a connon forse of conduet. Oh,
it is wonderfuliv fine to live among a people wbo have
lest their indivýidtiai wilis in the bigher national wiil.
It is the grandest tbing in the worid te sec men plaing-
their lives on the altar of their country. Sacrifice
in any form is Christlike and neyer morb se than
whcn it takes the form oi ardent patriotisna. There
are many joys in life, but ail joys are net of the samne
order. The bigbest and bcst, because tbe neblest of
joys, is that which accempanies sacrifice. Then
this year, theugli tears may fali, let thw bearts et
Canadians rejoice. Where so, much is lovely and holy
there is occasion for gla(laess. Were it ail selfishaes
and greed and strife, not ail the gold in the Yukon
could make ouir smiles. other than cbeap artificial
mmicry. !ýIIl truc amiles rome from the. beart. Al
trile joy la born of love.

Cbriltuta ithe WozMd
* ONSIDER tbis old worid, grey1 itB years,

yet red with .the blood ettery. It la
net like the world Ho came te give us. Thore

is net peace and good-will among, the nations. His
wilil la net being done on earth even as it ia done in
Heaven. Yet surely the law of international IVé
dilfera net from the Iaw et the amailer group. Eac
nation muet find itaelt in the welfare of et ors. A
land that lives for itselt alone la hopelessly damnod.
We cau test ourselves at thia time by apphing Cha
standard of action. Britain and the Uie States
where do they appoar te-day? With ne thought eo
9 *for themeseves they are standing for the rights
fet e ittIe nations and the freedorn of the world.

That la the Christian attitude. War for conquest
la a horrible thng but war te prevent wrong-doing
and te guarantee lberty te the sons et man la righteaus
and glerious. Juat as in the commun typubli oinion
arrays itaelf aant wrong-doin an .cempelsits
cessation, go in=î iswar ot nations n e world-oonscience
fanda itaelt areuaed te, proteat againat an unruly and a
brutal elernent. Untortunately words are ne deterrent.
Germany ocm eutbid the whole world idi the mattor et
talking. It la necesaary to use another woapon.
Even a Cbristian parent deoins it tgi1 and proper te
use the asylum and even the atraight-jacket for such
as arý demenfrd. There was nover a derntia more
dangereus than the megalornania et Prussia, Net in
hatred of the (3errnan people but in hatred ot the
principles fer which they stan~d do we wage this war

an ight te tihe death, in the assurance that eut
Of death lite will orne. Unies. tiere la a death thore
cannot ho a resurrection. On the wrecks ot the old
worid ef inequality, tyranny and pride wifi arise a
new worid in which righteousnesa peaoe and equity
aha prevail-mnd over it sbaliF4qt the banner ef
love.Th h b u a

* NDse it cernes about mter the centurios ef
srite and pain that the saine veice is yet
pieading wth the sons et mon. "Go about

your Father's business: Love yaur neighbor as
yourselt: Bear ye one another's burdene: Let
each man find bis lite ln the losmg e it."1 This is
the Christian caU sand it wiil net fail upon demienf
It wil ho rosponded te by individuals and communities
and nations, and in time wiil h echoed arouad this
paia-wracked worid. Thon will the kingdons oet tiis
worid become the kingdom et His Son, Whe came
te us that firat glad Christmas m.

A MeUage te Frarmoe
OTHING la more cheering titan te, note the

IU change la the tone ef ail current magazines
when reference is madeo te Christmnas and te,

HiiennWbo gave the day its naine. Adoration la the
first stop towards religieus observance, and in al
places amen g all mon titi Gaila ne w honored
as nover hotore. (3onsider the following front. the
pagês et an agricultursil journal. It is ln lino with
wbat is being expresed everywhere. No longer are
the religious magazines the sole pftaphiers of religieus
truth. Cbri8tiamity la becoming part et the common
lite. It la net sometbing wbich existe apart tram al
other thougitt sud activity. liere, thon, is the message
frein a fariner te tarmers. It wouid ho dimeiult te find
anqthing more beautitul in ita simpIicity and directaese.

'May tho Hope sud Peace et tholeBlessed Citristmnas
Time enter into the hoarte et al aur readers.

Sing a song et Christins
Sing witit ail your might;
Break tite aid wold's alumber.

*Drive away ber night.
Love alone make8 Christmnas,
Love makes Christmas cheer,
Thon siag a song et Christmas

And sing it a il the year.
Titings cannot bring people j oy. They Mnay make

thein comfortable, but thora la a vast diference bo-
tween comfort and happinese. Christinaé is far other
and more than merely a turne et exchanging gift. It
is an eveat set deep, net only in tite history of men, but
in their taith, their «orship and their way etf lite.
Christmas bas given te life a diviner moaningr and a
kiadlier habit. Cod se loved the worid. Christ se
ioved us, and we rhiust se love our fellowmen. Liove was
the light witich radiatod frose the tar-away Bethlehem
star, and that ligbt bas neyer dimmed, but despite al
contradicting~ circumatances, grows stronýer, and
brighter with each succeeding year. Hayon t you a
more intense dosire titis year than hlut te make sanie
one happyte heip aileviato pan and want, te, give some
httie child a good turne, te give saine aged persan a
pleasant memor~ ponder ever when days are dark
and dreary, thar show that you are developing the
Christ Spiit, the spirit et Love? Cbrist came to show
and te teach us Heavcn's thougitt et aur lite and how
it shouid ho lived. A devotion of ourselves te, the way
of lite that the Man of Nazareth taught us is the only
Christmnas offering that is at ail worth wlule. That ie
the oniy truc tbankfuinesa. May Love, the spirit et
Christmas, speak to us every one, and enter and abick,
manitesting tself in us throughout the coming year.
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