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this Sort, not easy to determine, lies at present in Chancery; if decided
for the Canadian, on the Principle, that Promulgation is necessary to give
Force to Laws, the Uniformity of the Courts of Justice thereby will be still
further destroyed, Chancery reversing the Judgments of the Supreme
Court, as that Court reverses those of the Common Pleas; the People
notwithstanding continue to regulate their Transactions by their Ancient
Laws, tho' unknown and unauthorised in the Supreme Court, where most
of these Transactions would be declared Invalid-

So short sighted are Men, that although these few Instances manifest
the Difference of the old and new Law, and give some uneasiness to the
Parties, yet I have met with only one Canadian, who sees this great Revolu-
tion in it's full Influence, but vhen Time brings forth Events, which shall
make known to the Canadians, that their Modes of Inheritance are totally
changed, and other Alterations, which affect the Property and Interest
of every Family in the Province, the Consternation must become General:
The present great and universal Complaint arises from the Delay, and Heavy
Expence of Justice; formerly the King's Courts sat once a Week at Quebec,
Montreal and Three Rivers; From these lay an Appeal to the Council,
which also sat once a Week, where Fees of all Sorts were very low, and the
Decisions immediate; At present the Courts sit three Times a Year at
Quebec, and twice a Year at Montreal, and have introduced all the Chi-
canery of Westminster Hall into this impoverished Province, where few
Fortunes can bear the Expence and Delay of a Law Suit; The People are
thereby deprived of the Benefits of the King's Courts of Justice, which
rather prove Oppressive and ruinous than a Relief to the Injured; This,
with the Weight of Fees in General, is the daily Complaint, not but a great
deal might be said of the Inferior Administrators of Justice, very few
of whom have received the Education requisite for their Office, and are
not endowed with all the Moderation, Impartiality, and Disinterestedness
that were to be wished-

The most advisable Method, in my Opinion, for removing the present,
as well as for preventing future Evils, is to repeal that Ordinance,' as null
and void in it's own nature, and for the present leave the Canadian Laws
almost entire; such Alterations might be afterwards made in them, as Time
and Occurrences rendered the same advisable, so as to reduce them to that
System, His Majesty should think fit, without risking the Dangers of too
much Precipitation; or else; such Alterations might be made in the old and
those new Laws Judged necessary to be immediately introduced, and publish
the whole as a Canadian Code, as was practised by Edward the First after
the Conquest of Wales-

For a more expeditious and easy Administration of Justice, a Judge
should reside at each of the three Towns of Quebec, Montreal, and Three
Rivers, with a Canadian Assistant, to sit at least once a Month; It seems to

'The Ordinance of 17th Sept. 1764. See p. 205.
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