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That's it, Miss, honey," cried Brian, his san- right about and out upon the ice like a skeared
guine spirits rising, as the dog seized the reticule doe."
and wagged his tail in acknowledgment of the "For God's sake, of whom are you speaking r'
caresses of Helen. " I hope yer handkercher's in asked Max, already apprehending that Orrin in
it--and are you sure yer name's on it 1-Then his periphrastical manner alluded to Helen.rI be bail we'll not be long here till sonie one "Well, I air goin' to let you know," answered
eOOues to look for us. That's it my good ould the Colonel composedly; "so says I to myself,fellow 1" shouted the excited boy, as Jason dasbed when I sees ber poppin' off like a bottle of giager
bravely ito the half frozen vater. ",That's a beer, I know what you're arter, my gal. You
good dog, that's a haro ! Sarra a bit but he's think Ill follow vour lead, but I guess I knows a
aqual to Bran, the greatest dog I ever hard tell trick worth two on that. And I just turned quite
Of ! Look how lie fioundher's through it ail, like, simple-like, and goes into Phut Loomiss's shanty,
A big whale ! Hurrah ! more power to you ! and sets down quite unconcerned."
Ie's safe on the firm ice, Miss, alanna. Look how "Colonel Fisk, I beg you to answer me at once.the crathur gallops off! Wid the help ov God Are you speaking of Miss Blachford 1"
h11 bring us comfort this night yet i Keep "Well, I guess I am."
0 P yer heart, Miss Helen, my darlint lady. Sure "And do you mean to say she vas on the
you've the good dog and the mercy of Almighty ice d"
God to trust to." Sartin I do."

"' But you saw her come back-you saw ber in
c vsafety 1"

I "Well, sir, you sec whin I wint into Phut's
5 s5 there no way to save thee? minutes By, shanty, the old man himself was there, laid up
And thouart loste nou m with a fit of the dumb ager, and so we fell to

I love thee. trade between my mare and his pony, and while I
Thou knoswest lt-that I stand hors la the proof was keepin' a tight hand, lest I sbould get sucked

MAuss. FAuSan. in, for Phut's a keen old coon, I tell you, I forgot
all about the gal till the squall kem on, and then

Waen. Helen Blachford and her true-hearted says Phut', 'This'll break up the young ice, I
OOIMpanion remained on the bleak and shelterless guess,' and then she jumped right into my mind."
strip of ice, which yet was to them an ark of " But she muet have returned," emelaimed Mal,
safety, bearing them above the troubled waters in a voice half choked with terror.
$hich seened to call for their destruction with " Well, sir, I seed no glimpse of ber, ad I
reStless voice, Max Von Werfenetein was wan- reckon she muet have gone a pretty considerable
dering by the lake shore, little dreaming of the way before the squall kem on. What on airth
Perils which environed ber lie loved so well. He could have taken her so far from the shore on

asà roused from bis reverie by a voiée not easily aich a day passes guessin'; though to be Sare, thim
nistaken, and turning beheld Colonel. Orrin Fisk, gals bas never any reason for anything they de.Mo, from the rifle he carried, seemed to have been Howsoever aie mought have got off ondiskivered

deerhunting. by me. But I vish I may be shot if iere isn't
"There's a pretty considerable change in the lier big dog and she had him with her. Great

peather, I reckon,» said Orrin. "I was all the heaven and airth, she's gone down and that erit-
nfi after them cussed critters, but they dida't ter's escaped !"

give nie a chance, and Id have went to hum long Even the apathetic Orrin was struck with bor-
%go sly ,n sothin' confus about that gal. I ror at this apparent confirmation of bis fears;
oPeOslhe warn't on thA ice in that eternal aqual." what then muet Max have felt. Hie firet impulse

Ic-who ? what do you mean, Mr. Fisk 1" vas to rush to the lake, but staggering forward a
"Wel, sir, I had been up as far as Red Pint, and few paces, e Would have fallen if he hadn't

*so 00min' back and etéerin' right to hum, when caught at a tree for support. At the am
1 n that tall handsone gal from the humstead moment the dog sprang towards himx, leaped upon

of (pointing with hie Lnger in the direction him, and dought to attract hie notice.
O elock Knoll) comi' down that blaze like " What's this hé' got in hie nouth r" erled

*'n l, sir, I steps out to meet ber, for I Orrin, attempting to seize thte tassel of Helen's
4 deny, bqt I likes to look At a han#deome gul reticule, but Jason refused to deliver up thé
'An Ive any idle time on my bande, but by pledge, with which be had been entrusted, te him,
P the minute she set eyes on me, she turns èad kept hie teeth firmly clsed upon the bag.


