552 THE GOOD

settled charpcter, which sliows where it hes
stamped, nod exhibits the title and stuperecrip-
tion which it bears. .

For example: it is not meekneas {o sit by,
and heat religion or religious charseters dis-
poraged, without owniug our own sentiments,
and bearing such testimony as the occasion
requires, and is consistent with.sound discre-
tion. Itis by beariyg such testimony that
truth is propagated: it ig by refusing it that
errors prevail, and become ipveterate. So
far from this being praiseworthy, uothing is
more hurtful; nor is any faculty more to be
imitated, or more to be cultivated, than that
of wisely maiutaining truth or reproving ercor
in our ordinary intercourse with other men,
The effect often verifies the remark of Solomon,
« & word spoken iu guod season, how good
i3 it!”  1ndeed such cunductis almost suve to
follaw, where the heart is sincerely impressed.
‘Wa find this in the benavioar of St. Paul at
Athans. (Acts xvn.) He does not seom to-
have goue to that city with an express com-
ission or intention to preach the gospel
there, but was expecting Silos aud Timotheus,
whom Le had commanded “to come to him
with all speed.  And while he waited for
them his spirit was stimed in_him, when he
saw the city wholly givep to idolatry. There-
fore disputed be in the synagogue with the
Jows, and with the devout persons, andin
tha market daily with them that met with
hira.” And the reward of his bely boldness

in:a good caunse, will commouly be the re-
ward of similar conduct in similar circumstan-
oes. 'Though some mucked, and others put
the subject aside to another time,  certain men
clave unto him, and behieved.”  Se, althongh
some will adhere to arrors, however success-
fally exposed, and others will remain rooted
in their prejudices, however uurcasonable
they may be shown to be, yet some will often
be awakened to inquiry, which may be blessed
to the welfare of the soul.  Much is often
gaiued by making it sppear that we are in
eamest in the cause of rehgion; wmuch must
be lost by letting this remain doubtful.

¥either, again, is it meekness to lose any
opportunity of reproving and correcting vice.
I do.not speak vow of the ministers of reli-
gion, whyse business, of course, it is to be in-
stant on- all ocensions in peintiug out to a
sinper the error of his ways, but [ speak of
all who have iufluence orauthmity over others;
whether it be the. authotity of birth or situa-
tion, or the influence ol friendship, or of supe-
rior talent aud education. It was a precept
in the Hebrew law, «‘Thou shalf in any wise
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rebuke thy neighbou aud not suffer sin upon ! abhor them in their hearts,
their disapprobation in an open and dec

him”  (Lev. xviii. 17.) b, the high-priest
of Israel, offended against this precept in the
worst way~ho suffered his awn sous to com-

and he resirainedthemnot.” (3 Sam,
Bimilarwenkness, at a time wher we g
called upon to-spenk openly snd “quit oar
gelves-like men " in the cause’ of God, is al-
ways hateful fo him whom: we profess to.

is-obeyed or no, which is quite inconsistent
with zeal in bis service; it shows a careless-
uess inregard to sin, which is quite iconsis.

ces, Indeed we daily find that where {hese
feelings are duly entertained, the heart will
vent itself. It will feel as David felt, when
he exclaims, “ Mine eyes gush out with tear
for the ungodly whic
g}?salm cxix, 53.) And it. will show iteelf by

rmness, like that of the penitent om: ihe
crogs, wha gave a lively. proof of a Reatt
toeched by, divine graee, when bhe reprovel
the wickedess of his companion in sufféying,

railed on " our crucified Redeemer, saging,
“If thou be Christ, save thyself and va)—
But the other answering, rabuked him, soying,
“ Dost not thou fear God, secing thou extim ¥
the same condemnation?”” And * we indeed
justly; for we receive the due reward of oue
deeds; but thismao bath dooe nothing amis”
‘(]Lnke xxiii. 41.) This was trae courage~to

fend it when it seemed weakest; and it was
shown ia the full spirit of meekness and bugi- (-

worst aud commonest vices, such as sweariny
indecent conversation, and jesting upet
sacred subjects, might be restrained, if alf:
those who do not join in them, and ew
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wit iniquity withoutrestraint; and thug

drew down on himself' the sevwra anger Ig
thoLord. God said) that le would “jndmy.
his-house for ever;.far the iniquity whi
knew;: berauge his sons made themsel
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rve.. It shows an indifference whether Gods

nt with a dne sense-of its awful coneequen-

forsake thy law, —

Cne of the malefactors which were banged

efend the right, but weaker cause—to do-
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lity.

L bave saids thus much on what is not’ f"’“
meekness, because, though meekness isnot 5 {§*
! natural virtue, silence in the cause of religion o
is but {ou nataral an ervor,.and young peisons { (.
ought to be aware that it:is an error, net & | {,
virtue. A Christinn spirit is babisually § §5;
retired and unobtrusive, while vice has not f jth
only the majority on its side, but is. over | ila
bearing aud domineering, But this, though § fu
it make the duty more difficult and paifal, }§ -
especially to some tempers, does not noake it le
less a daty, “to have no-fellowship with the { pb
uvufruitful works of darkness, but rat-er re-f4pn
prove them, in meekness instrueting thos f 3t
that oppose themsolves.” (¥ph. v. 15;), Iige
isimpussible to say how fur some of fh t:l

were to exprel

manner.  { might add with trah, though !
dare no t urge it as a motive, that such ¢y
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