CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

feelipg and action.  Hetween a parent and a child, in a natural
po(;x( v ‘w, the “Jod of hature has nbt lnit-down a tmmute and
varied 15 of dutivs, but hie has implanted love, 2 reciproeity of
aﬂ‘cc(mn tHat Tovo is a controlirty and guiding powar, and with.
out’ tv‘hich‘ Ké cold never perform his duty 1o his child, or tho
child fo'fhe parent.  In nature God gives tho prinesple.  Sointhe
gospel, in the religion of Cheist the grand princyle of notion-is
Tove, 1ove to God and lovo to man, this i the principle of spintual
hl"eY “which we had lost, and whiclt the gospt] secka to restore,  If
this' n'lmp]c be rccd\rcd and ac*vd upon, it will leave a spivitual
child in Yitle doubt as to his duty ta lis hcavenly Father. Love
is the fulfilling of the law, it'is the principle of all rolative dutics;
he'ihat Yoveth God will love his brother alko. Now look to tho
tra‘ﬁc in infoxicating drinks in referonce to this law of love—tho
sym of tho moral lutv requives to Yove God supreinely, amd to love
oyr nmghbour as oursclves; the sixth coninandment says + thou
shalt not kill.» If if be truc what has foreviously been stated, if
o‘nly a tenth of it were true, but we have not dea®t in superlatives,

wh Have not cxaggemted, truth may hive suffered; but suffered in
our itnpossibility to shew the extont and éndrmity of the evils of
danking ; then the traffi¢ s ifot only immorul, but-a 'part of that
infmorality' cannot be taken from Legislators arfd Mapistrates who
give it the’ licenso to kill arrd“td dcst.my
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We axe wﬂl awar that attenpts havc .;cux mady ta pm\n that
the Bible sanctions the use of intoxicating, dnnks }»t it has been
ricarly proven m the Essa), .;intx Bacckus, that tin. wines of
&cnptun:.‘whvch were ajlowed, wcre e nted and “hoh.sol'\ev
and mmtlpndcd with the permeiouns ofitcts attributed to wines in
Britain or Amt'nca, and more especially spirituous hqum The
word of God Is been canvassed, to find out argunienta agv.mst
the br-ght pnncnplc of tntal abshncncc { but the cfiurt is fruftless,
* by their fruits yo shull know them " The blessings of abstincnre
when contrasted with the evils of mnderation or excess plainly
tell  which is on the Lord's side.” 'Nor is it surprising that ‘the
gacred word has been advanced agumst the principle,’whe.s we
consider that it was advanced by many in Britdin, 2t one time,
agamst slave cnmncxpd{xon, and I8 s still in parté of tho Umtcd
States, that it was raised’ ngamst the discoverics of a Galilen and
the truths of Astronomy, that it is raised by some ogainst the
inductions of Geologists; biit thede prejndices, that have their root
m igriorance and custom, fade away before inckeasing light, so
shall it be found In reference t6 the Femperante question; the
Biblo has never siffered” from the hghts of scienec; and surely 1t
shall never Suffer in its'consistency and ita divinify from the prm-
ciples of intife'abstinenso from mthkicatihg and-pernicious liquors.
“The Tcmpcrancc Reformation exhibits o lohys tmin of its blessings,
that it is not ih o6pposition © the word of God, nay its cluef hmrc}
and dignity is the relafion Which it hasin proving 4n idstrument,
auxiliary to the recéption of its prineiples aad the cxtension of its
trimnphs.  Is nét the system that licenses men to actin the man-
-7 they do,'in supplying their fellow creatures wath this destrue.
nve 'pbiio'xi, ‘bazed on a prindiple opposcd to the principles of
reveated truth 5 and yet such'a system is acted on in civihzed and
Christian countrics.

We fmvo ﬂlus haid down and endraveardd to prove our Eight
Propositions ;” somé of them inag-he déémed rather strong and
starthing ; but they are our sincere “and eulighténed conviction, ‘The
great point to be proved, is, are mtoxicating drinks & bencefit or an
~vil t0"THé cofumimity; the sirength of the armnnhent rosts iit%a
great filgasuid oft this, and we h*\'e endeavourad to prove that n
»hatever pmnt bf vicw, or rnder whatever relutions, o individnals
and romnmnmes they are an evil,-a drrided, an incaleniablo v
an cvil €uinterbalited by kchierlythe sindor of gaod, thiy ‘the-
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traffic in them i3 consequently wrong, and it is wrong that that
traffic should bo lagalized. It may bo said wo have not tned to
state thur bencfits, that they have surdy some advantages; wa
hesitats not to advance all that can. bo said iu their favaeur.

Physically. they mey muustor to tho gratfication of n scnsusl
and diseascd appetite, or medicinolly they runy i somo cascs be
of tdtnporary ecrvico.

Intellectually, they may brighten wit, and mflame the imag).
nation.

Socrally, they mav add to the hilarity of conviv.al parties,

Palstrcally, they may give a litile augmentation to ths revenuy

Morally, they imay

Religiously, they may

We are unablo in all the circumference of our observution or
reading, or 1a the rezources of our eonjecture, to supply the liatus
in tie lost two.  In the four former we may put a feather'swoight
into the seale of good, but what is 1t to the vcetmulntion of evad
in the opposing scale; and while in tho last two we have notlung
to act a5 a counterposy, we have an agregato of evil of ycop.
cervablo weight and enopity.  Wo :nvite soy jmpartial hind to
try tho balanco for humself, ec far as hus own cxperience or obser.
sation enables him, and wo will not feel dubivus as to the result
of the expenment.

It is abumrdantly apparent that the traffic, wluch 18 not only
partially but allugether un evil, und that confinuaily, ought notto
have the sinction of ke gislation i any form. Not 18 :t cnpugh.to
seply, that the object of icgislatiun is to restnict the ewl, W1t Lo
an cvil, thcn under no pretest of restriction ought it to ba
heensed . the original mfention of legisiation m interferang with
this traffic, we allow, might have been to provs o elutacy cheek,
not to their use but W their execss; but thece timea of iguorance
afe passing away, and the spcll has been broken that bound the
world 8o loug under this great delusion.  No protoxt of restxais,
ing what is now seen to be completely an evil will ensble 2 man
or a body of men’ to give it legal authonty, such an allancass
onnatural, mpobtic and unhely.  Itis tao umon of twa agcm:igs,
that should be ecen esther conpletdy aloof, or in a state of oppo-
sitton.  We do not sre why there should not be licensed brothels
as well as heensed taverns, they are both evils, and if ]icc'miqg
under the pretence of restraming applus 10 the latter, it may bo
sad equally to apply to the former; they are both destrustive to
the tempuoral end spintual well beiug of man,.they are bothtcpu«
nant to the law of God, therefore wo pretext cap admit of lhclx
sanction by human law. Wero the esil inflicted by ¢ d\c meﬁ\,
mercly of a poliical charactur, then we would nag bc so xrrrgpl
bat when 1t intrudes on the sancuties of private and socml hfc yéa.
and dures to oross the sasred fencce that is thrown nroum} tho
chureh, then is the unzeemly chara.cut of its tdatxon to la“ mcnb
apparent aad odious. Lat Lemslatomand ] \Iag;stmtv bc mnumd
that tho ally whom they thus cquip witly the natjonal, bmmcr B2 2
dangerous onc to themselves and the couotry; like the clvp‘mn s
that were teken of old to bajtle, and, placcd in tiu. IR ,3"1’. < r
thu nay, but which often took alarrg and. tumed s on
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own rasks behind them, trampling the w]dlc;s undcr their Teet,
aud creating norc confusioi and havoe than all the p]mlanx of ﬁxc
enony, &0 the traffic thus lc;,al.zcd oft turns against lhcmmlws
and docs mure, damage 1o, the nation thyu could be p'oduccd, by
tho invason of an encmy.

But it might be enquired, what then 1s.10.be dane 7.what 1€ to
bosubs ted in the raom of the prescnt sysicni.  Whether this,
question be amswiered or not, does not ot ol afteet the vahdity of
wiir formor propositions. The leass thing that could be as!;c,d of
human Law, would be, to etand aloof. fram the traufiic alingethyr.



