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her family through all their troubles from the arrival
in quarantine at Grosse Isle in the cholera year (1832)
until Sir George Arthur relieved them from the
consequences of their luckless experiment by the ap-
pointment of Mr. Moodie to a shrievalty. One
notable episude, however, occurred during those
years of trial to vary the monotony of forest labour
—therebellion of 1837. Ia the body of the work,
(chap. 20) Mrs. Mcudic gives us a lively impression
of the alacrity with which the lvyal half-pay officers
obeyed the summons of the Government. ¢ I must
own,” she adds, *“ that my owrn British spirit was
fairly aroused, and, as I could not aid in subduing
the enemies of my beloved country with my arm, I
did what little I could to serve the good cause with
my pen.” Thisshedid in “‘one of those loyal staves,
which were widely circulated through the colony
at thetime.”  Mr. Moodie, thougli in feeble health,
knew his duty too well as an old soldier—who had
been severely wounded in his country’s service—to
hesitate, as to the side he should espouse. Mrs.
Moodie seems, even at that time, notwithstanding
her ¢ British spirit ” to have had some misgivings,
from a political stand-point. The view she takes of
the eveats of that period, after a lapse of thirty-five
years, we shall give in her own words, from the in-
troductory chapter :—‘¢ When we first came to the
country it was a mere struggle for bread to the
many, while all the offices of emolument and power
were held by a favoured few. The country was rent
to pieces by political factions, and a fierce hostility
existed between the native-born Canadians—the first
pioneers of the forest—and the British emigrants,
who looked upon each other as mutual enemies
who were secking to appropriate the larger share
of the new country.” Notwithstanding the signs
of impending strife the loyal population could
not imagine that an armed outbreak was possible.
‘“The insurrection of 1837 came upon them like a
thunder Jlap; they could hardly believe such an in-
credible tale.  Intensely loyal, the emigrant officers
rose to a man to defend the British flag, and chastise
the rebels and their rash leader. In their zeal to
uphold British authority, theymade no excuse forthe
wrongs that the domin....t party had heaped upon a
clever and high-spirited man. = To them he was a
traitor ; and as such a public enemy. Vet the
blow struck by that injured man, weak as it was,
without money, arms, or the necessary munitions of
war, and defeated and broken in its first effort, gave
freedom to Canada, and laid the foundation of the
excellent constitution that we now enjoy. Itdrew
the attention of the Home Government to the many
abuses then practised in the colony ; and made them
aware of its vast importance in a political point of
view ; and ultimaicly led to all our great national
improvements.” 'We give Mrs. Moodie’s political
reflections without corament as the matured views
of an acute observer who, having passed through
those troublous times, now ventures to sum up
the results of her experience in our own. The
extracts we have given are, for the most part,
from the introduction, which forms no part of the
work proper. It is, as we have stated, a defence of
the author as well as a testimony to the progress of
Ontario during a period of forty years. We hope,
therefore, that our readers will not mistake the na-
ture of * Roughing it in the Bush.” It is an ex-
tremely lively book, full of incident and character.
Although its primary object was to give a warning

by means of an example, it is by no means a jere-
miad. On the contrary, we almost lose sight of the
immigrants’ troubles in the ludicrous phases of human
character which present themselves to view in rapid
succession.

How far Mrs. Moodie has taken anartist’s liberty
with her dramatts persone (does not appear. She
has evidently a keen appreciation of the humorous,
and there is an air of verisimilitude about the nar-
rative which gives a zest to its incidents and inspires
the reader with confidence in the author. As an
interesting picture of a by-gone time, graphically
painted, we trust it wil! be widely circulated. Bush-
life does not yet belong to the past, itis true, but to
most of us a description of it seems quite as much
out of the range of our knowledge, as it would if
every acre of our soil had been cleared by the wood-
man. We may add that the work is produced in a
style extremely creditable to the printers and pub-
lishers.

THE HoLy BIBLE, according to the Authorized
Version (A.D. 1611) with an Explaratory and
Critical Commentary, and a Revision of the Trans-
lation, by Bishops and Clergy of the Anglican
Church.  Vol. I. ThePentateuch. New York :
Scribner & Co.

To pronounce satisfactorily upon the respec-
tive dates of the various books of the Old Testament,
upon the condition of their texts, upon what was,
and what was not, the original matter of each, upon
what has been inserted, added or omitted at succes-
sive revisions, upon what has been mistakenly writ-
ten down by needless transcribers, requires a consid-
erable familiarity with the Hebrew and cognate lan-
guages ; and the Hebrew and cognate languages
have been, as every one knows, much in abeyance
amongst us. It is only of late years that the study
of this branch of linguistics has, in any worthy sense,
begun to be revived in British universities and
schools. A smatteting, indeed, of the knowledge
referred to was to be met with in many quarters ;
i but here was just one of the cases where a little learn-
ing was truly a dangerous thing; and Englishmen
had discovered it, They found that in regard to
very serious points they were at the mercy of sciol-
ists ; that the instructors and guides on whom they
were wont to rely as keepers of the national con-
i science, were themselves groping in the dark. We

do not suppose that the number of English scholars
competent to criticize the hooks of the Old Testa-
ment is large ; but it is cheering to think that it is
increasing, as we are bound to conclude that it is
from the increasing number of respectable books on
the subject in question now issuing from the English
press. .

The commentary on the Pentateuch just put forth
by the Messrs. Scribner, of New York, is printed
from stereotype plates, duplicated from those upon
which the London edition of the same work is
printed. Itis the first instalment of the so-called
¢ Speaker’s Commentary ” projected in 1863.  Its
object is 1o put every general reader and student
in full possession of whatever information may be
necessary to enable him to understand the books of
the Old and New Testaments ; to give him, as far
as possible, the same advantages as the scholar; and
to supply him with satisfactory answers to objec-




