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CIIAPTER X.

Lorrimer did nIca ec Acacia l'aint on the McN(-r.day. 1lis iurc hostesse
prcszed lîiîu ta stay, and he days wcîut so fast tîîat ut was Thîursday before
lie realized thai lie was ciîgaged clsewvlîcre for thie faîllwisig Susiday. Abotut sti
a week aCter lue iail left, lie meut Augusta WNesîaiuwv in towuî. Iliî

IlDo you vauit tlie latest uicws fronti your iucw sister ?" asked lPaul, as gc
cool>' as if hc vre flot puuîtiîig a muatchu te dynanmite. Sc

1So yau liaive been 1 lucre ?" sie said. "lSa >'ou hav'e gosie body and il
soul aver to tlie ôeiîy ?", i

'- Sticu a chuarnisaîsg euîeîîî>, Auîgusta ! Voit kiawi tlue Bible rule about an
etuemnies, daîî't yau?" lie askced, pravokigl>'. en

IlYau liaive got sornie sciienue oui luand, 1 can se, P>aul, said Augusta.
But yau musti't feel ton sure. Qîlier nuen consider that îî-otînan's millions air

charmiig, anîd nccd tium usuore lisait -au do." si
1 'luai do yoti nucan ?" lic askcd, 'vith studden sluarpncs:;. il)

"fluhat >ouîîg beggar af a uewspapeî uîan-Carroli, luis nanie is, isn't it ? si
-lias been visitin.- Mis. T'haruidyke." ai

"lias lue ?" askced lorriuuici annoycd in spite ai hinîscif. st
"Certainhy. lie is ait aid friend of )sers. ýV'liy shîoîudn't lue go ?" pc

ansivered luis cousin, still îurovokingly.
"Thucre is fia reasan thai I cati tuink ai," lie replicd. lint tlue îuîauglit B

ai Carroll ai Acacia l'oint caused hini uuaîîy unîuheasant tviluges dîuring that c
day atid several ailiers.I

-Oui young editor, trutu ta ieil, eiîjoyed his visit iîugely. Ile liad flot l
nicant ta cnjay it, and wîas raîjuer vcxed at luiniscîf for feeling so comfortable
un Jessica*s lieouse. ai

During luis shocrt sajouin lue did uuot sec luis hostess alone until just i ath tle
last. He i-as ta leave iii an hiaur ci twa, andl Mis. Tliorndyke artfuliy rc
introduced him ta the sumnuer-liause an the rccks. h

,-Sit down luec," she said, almost boldly. "l'foire itue oniy man who y
tells me the truth. I want to knaîv how I appear ainidst iny neiv
surraundings."

I~l l], upon my word that is a leading question," saisiCarroll, laughing
as if hc rallher Iiked it. v

Il'au ncvei weîc givens ta flattery, you kîu»î-," said jessica, laughirg s
ton. IlI don't know wlicn I tei tuiore toîaiiy cruslued and tramplcd tiparu 1
thauu afici an interview with yau." s

"Il ien îny tîiendship is vert' whoîesoituc for >-au. I anu tlue oniy leaîen 1
itn this lump of iverldîliness and temptatian,' said George didacticalhy.

Yet il is a very pîcasant Iuniîp,". aid Tcssici, witlu a hlI sigli. f
And t)u c ai-en is unîvelcoluue, clu ?", askcd Carroll. d
No, said Mrs. Thorndyke, smiing slow , uot wvlucn it is reprcecntcd

b>- >-o. N\oîî gi-e une good adi-ice."- I
So lic eudeaî-oîed îo dc her bid,'lng, and thc twa taikecd fir scie tlime,1

g-etti-ng nrarer îa cadi Qîhi't real feelinigs itanu uic>- lad ci-ci bectn bMort.
And George Carroll left jessi-a wiîh ie î'convictionu tit site was fiai tie
spolt, worldly girl he luad ilways thought lier, and îîiîh tue sickenung
rcalization that this discoî-cry caine soo ]it.II

]',ing a tirave nian, hie dcuded huai lic lîad 1'ettter fiai sec hier any mocre
in this canfidential nuanner. lie stîtck ta luis wurd iih redoutuied ciuergy,
ssraining his facultis to the uuurost Io insute the success of his darîing eniter
prise, îîhich had suddcnlî- become sonuiawo% sa nitucls lcss pîclous. -lic

neglected Jessica, îio ftit il. Pâti) Lorrimee7 paid hLi the must dclicate
luomage, i-hidi sooilued her wvoundrd î>ride, and thus site saî- inch ai lier
niew cousin aud noting c-f George.

Thus tlue stunîmer issed wiîliout sîtecial incident. The public liad
almost forgotten Mis. Tlucodore Thortidyke. Mure rccni sensationîs ivere
agita i ig

In the autxumîi aite brgan in wivey ai lier secluisioni and chuafe for a uitile
ai the aId freedoni. .1 sliglt aitack ai mialaria, largely iiuixed ivitu ennuui,
miade a change ai air imîueraiî-. lia Selittuxîhuer Liàtritistr had saulcd toi
Gerinany in luigli spirits anid fllticriîug hiniscif tit he liad secuircd a high
place in the gond gradesà of lits cousin-in lau-. In October lue wis startled
and deiighîcd by ;i letici frons illat c.ti-rici,.us yuung lad), stnn-suicîing ttat
she and the Hillians in'snd, d Ioi %pend tic wîÎiter abroad.

1 vratut an entire chag, shr wr.îuc I 1.ini tirid af the ici a'.d
the irers anud the uninteicstîng nruuiî-cs i-ho aie aittays iiyiîig ta %wurk aou my
feelings and rct samcihing oui ai une. 1 lhave îriucd the Lady 1...uiuiulul
business tîli ihez clergymen liai-e askcd lu. tu stopi 1.tujerazuî'g Ille ficli6hu
boîhood. Now, wouid you tcconiuîeî.d Itcitin as a guiad pla-.ce ta wintri
in? You arecîlîc oniy relativ-e ive lhai-c abruuad, or fricial cuier, fai tha.
nuatier. 1 don't want ta bc a bouhibi, but tu scttic down and ktain suinc
intcicsiin- things about samne couîntry Iliasc adiisc tus."

I liav-c %nid ihat P>aul wis sinrili.d and dcîigiuîcd. lie lad an excellent
reason for feeling somethiuug besidea pîcasure ai ihe prsprcts ai Iiaviiiug
Mis. Thornd>kec ail ta himsclt As ustial, there iras a wirvupan il, the case,
and it ivas ihe tîtouglut <ai lier ivhuch made him tremble, l ook a lon-,
tirne ta deieimir.e uhat advice he shouid givc the Iluiteuns and Mis. Thiorni-
dyko, and luis nîind i-as seriousiy unsctIeId tai several days in consequenic.
H-e had inicnded ta icitur io a America as soon as possible and fullow up
whateverî adi-aniages lue had gained irbil. thecre. Meanîduilc, lie had beens
ternpaizing. Thue nilicr vonuan in tlie casc, who coîisidcr"-d thai she luad
a. clear iighi :o Iium, mug-lit inatke things vcry ttupiasant, but then-wliicn
wouid lis cvcr :.gain have sucu au opîlartunit>- oftwinning Jessuca.'s conufidence
andi affection? Shc would bc cntirely dependent an hile in cvery

ecrgols y, for, as shte saisi, site hiad no ailier friend in Europe. 'Thc upshot
MI lus fevercd cogitations was thai his answer to JeSica was so eniirely
.isfactary that the next letter ivhiich lie rceived fraint hier instructcd hinis
engage for lier the rnost charming apartrmentit in ]ierlin.

CHAPTER XI.

l'li Il utliei %umaîî" wab Cauntess Irnia von %Volfcîîfels.
lier inailer wî's a Scotchwomuan, %who at the agc af ftve.and-thirty hall

Il belongv<l t0 the tnmeraus sisterlîaod af spinstero. Sitc lîad met amid
e eer-grcen buis of Carlsbad, old Couni von Wolfcnfels, a peaceable,

ntle old inan of retiring habits and no particular love af thc sex. l'le
:atclî lady, well.born but inîdigent, decided ai once to marry the count, but
taok tic pooir aId noblerman mnuch longer ta decide to Ici himself bc
arricd. Site pursued him, il.natured people say, int niore tlîan ane city,
d ai last lie yieided )lis utiie and fortune, if not lus hcart, ta the Caiedonian
,chantrcss.

ThIeir only son died at lus bit, but Irma livcd and grew ta be the pride
id solac of her falher. Whers site -%vas twenty-seven years old, and still
rugie, liîuviiug, refused a grcat m.uny offers of inarriage, tic count died, and
c niailer and dauglîter were tlîroivn upan each aîher's mercy, which was
)t extensive nor ver>' tender. Each ané sav aid liaîed tie othcr's infirmitiett,
id. thiuugh tlîey praised anc another cxtravagantly in the presence ai
rangers, thicir loncly hours, whliclu îucy endeavored 10 make as few as
ossible, sawv maiiy a wrangle arid actual disagreement.

Tlîey iivcd naw liere, îîaw there; to-day in Florence, next îveek in
erlin. Iiiey k-ncw cverybody, were received at haîf a dazen European
,urt.s, but uiot v'uy nînc adimired by any anc who kncw theni well.

Duriîig lus residence in B3erlin as Secretary ai Legatian. Paul Lorrimer
ad nict and de% eluped a singular inîimacy with; the German girl. Thc old
.îurtess, ivi.use wicked uId hiead was tnt trulcd overmuch with nations
f etiquette except in public, laid no restrictions on lIrma, who had certaînly
~aclit.d years of discretion. Paul faund luimself weicome enaugh ai the
)ums whuich the mutler and dai,htcr inlîabitcd in the ilaiel de Russie, and
e ainiscd tic eider lady as t, ýuch as he enîertained and captivated the
uungtr. lic mas the anly American Irma had ever knawn, and she took
Icasure in practising lier ilies upon him. At ane lime Berlin saciety,
hich lias a provincial love of tifles, intcrested *usticf iil he affairs of the
Valfcnfeîs 10 tic mxent ai infarmring îhem, through anc or twa ai its most
irtuous ornamnrutts, that tlue fîccdami ai Cauntess Irma's behaviar was a
candal to sa praper a city as the capital ai Gerniany. Old WalIfenfeîs
atugbcd lier warldly, raspissg aId iaugh, and saidi in a discordant tanse that
h'- kncw lier daugliter better than any one elso, and she would answer for
icr marais.

M\caiiiviiilc, lima %vas discrect enough in public ta satisfy ail the gossips
ranm Uni" r dein Lindeut ta P-otsdam, and tic wickedest îhing she had ever
uanc in regard ta auiragung thc con vcniances was ta have an accasional
:onverSaiiuii with Lorrinier when lier maînmia was nai in the salon.

Shc ivas a waman ai very striking personality. lier height %vas untusual,
Lrud site was ccrtaaitly rallier massive, but sice lîad supcrb, rust-brouvn tresses,
wliic-i she wuîc plaited araund and aîauud lier hcad, a pair ai fine, violet-
gray eye5, wiiicu wcre jucîpetualiy raliing, and a mouuth wvhiclî wauld have
bcciu lîandsonuc but fui ils excessive niobility, idiilch shawcd ton mucti ai thc
place ivheîc nature lîad fastened in licr lîandsome tccth. Sho spokc Eruglish
%vith a fliscncy auàd ait acccont which was cuiarming tliaugh si, sounded
affcîcd. lier accomplisleuts wec many. Shc possesscd what shc herseli
catlcd ' % plitrnunienal voice," and Wagner was her idai. Neyer a season
passcd wvithaut a visit ta l'aireuth.

llite was naîliing modest or retîring abaut Irnia. Shc hadl hier mothcr's
pusli and cnîcrprise, and a cwmnopolitan expericncc.

Tlic aId countcss had a vaicc like a peacock, andl a cantempt for nman-
kiud in gcuucral and ii-oînankind in particular. Shc had scen sa much ai
Continental iaxncss, tald and lîcard sa niany scandalaus sîorics, that she was
a persons pracîically uiîsliuckabi.-but highly respectable hcrself, bc it
îînderstaud. In pcrson sise ivas stoutisli, biltuus-cycd, and painicd. Her
claborzitcly.dresecd gray licad ivas ali-ays crawried by a widow's cap,
fasiened on wiîlî black, ball-hcadcd pins.

The deceased count hall bcen dcad icss than a year when jessica decidcd
to i-isi,. Berlin anud break ii on this hîappy circic.

lu iias ni %witliut trcpidatian thai Paul Lorrimer wcncied his way ta
the Russie, ta i,îfuruî his fair iriend of Mrs. Thorndyke's expectcd advent.
He lund mutiher and daughicr occupied with thii music and ctnbroidery.
Bath luukcd as tlîough they had jusi been having an cncauntcr; but the
at-îosphcrc clcarcd i once as Paul appcared on the sccne.

-"Ah, Mir. Lor.-mcr!" cxcliamcd Irma, (lutte cagerhy, and with a deliciaus
soit roll of the r's in his uianie. "laou came at the right manmcnt, is it floi,
maîtia ?

"It is always tic îight moment for Mr. Lorrimer," said the cauntess,
with a graciausness whicli ias uninienianally contîadicted by the natural
gruffiicss of lier voice. <lIrma and 1 werc having anc of oui discussions.
T1he dear child is wandcrfully lîeadsîrang, likc ber poar fathcr."

II cJj, licbcr Papln " sighed Irma, casting up hands and eyes. 41He
wsa dovc!1 an angcl 1"

P .aul had kissed thc countess' hand in gaod German fashion, and
approachcd lIrma aimost i-h neîvausncss.

'1 have samscîhing In tell you," hie said, Ilwhich will interest yau."
"More intecest than îisual V' she asked, wîîlî a littlc languîd serpenine

inavement of thc neck. She was sitting bcforc the piano, hall tutrnedi aivay

.Mor :so tomIle. D>o you rcme-mber my cousin in America, of whom


