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for them by Haman was desotived. The lestonn drawn from the
Biblioal incidents alluded to were that an opportanity for dolng
good comes to all, that dolay in acting upon it Is dangerous, and
that in underiakin, s good aodlon wo ghonld not be deterred by
the fear of aulferiog or deaih,

UNITY IN OUR WORK,

PATER BY MISS ‘ONES RUIDEBFORD NIDDELL, D.A.

United action is a univorsally acknowledged oondition of eue.
ocessful schiovemens, The statemont, that *‘union ia strength,”

P st vy s me

has been reiterated in speech and
writing, until it bas come $o boalmost
an axiom, No ono wquld think of
dispuiing tho fact, that a band of par-
gono all directing their energios to.
wards some dcdnite end oan mooom-
~{ plish much more than the same
jiid number working indepondently. It
4 wo lock around on tho world of
praotioal life abond ue, with its sys-
toms of railways and telegraphs, its
business enterprises, its various or-
S @M ganizations of peace or war, wo shall
disoover everywhero most striking
Miss A, R. Rivors, B.A. exemplifioations of this truth; and if
wa gaze etill further off, a% tho mighty universoitselt, we shall ind
that tho principle of unity lies deep u$ its very foundation, and
that oven tho tiniesf atom has a mission of its own to fulfll in
“*God's great plan,”

Turning our attention now from the Xingdom of nature to the
Kingdom of grace, we 606 that $ha value andjbeauty of unity ars
enforosd in many passages of the Soriptures, and that the ideal of
unity was the ideal which Chriss ses bsfore His Church, * Holy
Father,” Ho prayed, ¢ keep through thine own name those whom
thou hast given me, that they may bo one, as we are.”” And in
the early yoars, while the Death and Resurrection of the Lord
were still fresh in the momories of His followers, they were mind-
ful of these words of His, and laboring together, in the power of
the 8pirit, with unanimousand love-enkindled enthusiasm, acocom-
plished wonders in His cause, Indwelt by the same Spirit, wo
too, a8 young people of the Prosbytsrian Church in Canada, may
become s power for good jn our own lard and in she regions
beyond, it wo oloarly zecognize the privilege of being co-workers
with God, and advance, with one acoord, to toil in His harvess
fleld,

In order to obfain such a sesuly, it is evident that unity of plan
is abaclutely neoessary, and, therefors, the all-important gaestion
for us is, how may this unity be brought about? The first
requisite that ocsurs o us is, of course, organization, which
should be as coraplete aspoaaiblo. Ia tho different congregations,
tho nced may bo met by the establishment of Societiea of Chris
tian Endeavor, or of eimilar asacoiations, in onsos where they do
not already exiah Tho Booicties themselves ehould also be made
ag porfeot as may be, An ideal Soclety would bo one in which
every young man or woman belonging to the Churoh would find
abuandant gcops, either a8 an office-bearer or asa member of a
committes, for the exercice ol his or her peonliar talents in the
Mester's service. All would shbare in the work, remombering
that “as we bave many membera in ons body and all members
have not the same ofice; 80 we, being many, aro one body in
Obrist, and every ono members one of anothor.” Then the

separate Societies should keoep in touch with one ancther,and .

take a sympathetio intorest in the work of their brethren, theroby
grining much cheer and encouragement in their own labors, and
learning invaluable lessons from ozoh otber's scocesscs and
failores; while all ahould give most loyal and whole-hearted sup-
port to the Schemes of our own Church. The adoption of the

_ uniform plah of study prepared by the Assombly’s Oommittes on

Ysaog Feople's Booioties, and tho hearsy co-operation of all in
any suggestions which mighs bs thrown ont ‘by the Committes
from time {0 time, would also form moss effestivo bonds of aanion,
The merging of tho work of tbo smaller sszociationsinthatofc
Iarger one, to the regalar meetinga and oonferences of which each
affiliated Sociedy scndu its delegates, in ancther plan which has
worked very sncoessfolly where it hasboen triod. Regular visita-
tion of the soveral Socictice dy travelling secrotarics might also
prove moat benefloial.

Thus much for she orderly arrangement of our {foroes, but
-orgavization alono iz not all that wo want, We may poesess the
mos# perfoot organization in the world, and yet weshallbe attorly
usoless, unloss we have the lifo of Christ palsating through us, us
members of Hie body. Bat it we are filled with His divine lifo,

wo shall bo strongthenod for overy duty, and sball extubat, in our
daily walk and convorsation, thas lowlinczs of mind, that spirit of
forbearance, which go so far towards presorving peaco and unity.
Tho doing of tho will of our Heavenly Fathor will bo, as it oughs
to be, onr one aupremo aim, and, taking for our rale of conduot
tho precopts of tho Book wo bave received from Him, weo sball
dovoto oursslvos prayerfunlly, body, soul and spirit, to tho spread.
ing of His Kingdom among men. Then, with all vur divorsitics of
gitts, we ahall realizo, in our own experienco, that nnity whioh ia
spokon of by 8. Paul, in tho fourth chapter of the Eplstle to the
Ephesians, * Thero is ono body,” ho says, **and one Bpirit, even
a8 yo aro onlled in ono bopoe of your calling , one Lord, onoe {aith,
ono baptiem, one God and Fathor of all, who is abovoall, and
through all, and in you all,”

8o fox wo havo considored tha cfforts of the Socioty ae a whole,
but unity is no less noceasary in tho work of the fndividurls who
composo tho Boclely. In tho creation of tho poot, $ho painter, tho
architeot, wo domand, above all, unity of conception and execn-
tion; and in tho realm of oharactor, $2e greateat men have beon
those who havo unreservedly conscor.ted all their powers to the
carrying out of some noble purposs, Was it not.jues such a
devotion which gave ite unspeakablo grandear to the life of Jetus
Christ? And should not we, who profess to be His disziples,
dedioate oursolves entirely to His servioe, making tho very most of
even the shreds of talent bestowed upon us? Knowing, as we do,
that wo shall havo to ronder an account for our use of all the gifts
entrusted to ue, and that the opportunities of onr sho:t earthly
life, onoe gone, will never roturn, let ua bo faithful and earnest,
over abounding inthe work of the Lord, * till we all como in the
unity of $he faith, and o the knowledge of the Son o! God, unto
a perfeot man, unto the meagures of tho stature of the fulness of
Ohrist,”

HOW CAN WE MOST EFFEOTUALLY A!D WEAKER
SOOCIETIES?
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It is the spirit of true Christian Eundeavor to halp the weak,
When our Saviour was on earsh He wert abont doing good, always
e *'*““""‘1 helping some poor weak one and it 18

- tho duty ot His followsrs to be ready
when opportunity offere. If a Chrie.
tian is advanced and well-instruoted
in the matter of the Christian life he
is required to help those leas advanced
in Cbristian liviog. If a Sooicty in
strong and well equippod and a8 such
is aotivo in the taking up and carrying
ont of muoh good work, this Socioty,
on the Christian prinoiple of the
strong’s respongdibility to the weak,
shonld bs thoughtlal of and helplul 10
a weaker Sooiety. Muoh more then 1o
this union, formed in tho intere=* rf
the Young People’s Boocieties, responsible to be thonghtful ot and
to strengthen and encourage weak Sooieties within its boands.

How thia can bost be done is the subjeot of this short paper!

What muet bo some of the characterisiics et a Young Poople's
Sooiety il suoch a Booioty is to be strong in the best cense of that
expression? This is an importani question, and one which we
think should receive consideration by the Union. Would it not
be well for tho Executive of the Union to fix upon somo of the
neoessary principles of a strong Socioty and then work for the
eradioation, from Sooistiea within ihe bounds, of every unhealtbhy
foature and for the introduction to theao same Socletics of thoses
features of organization and policy which tho Union regarde as
essential to a strong Bociety.

It deep spirituality, good organization, united and active
effort, and & dcep interest in Missions be some features of a
healthy Society, then lot the basiness of tho Union be in & tender
and thoughtfal way, to sce that theds bacomo features of all tho
Societios within tho bounds, for & weak Sooiety is not necessarily
an 1solated ono with n small and stationary membership, A large
Soolety with shots good features absent is weak and in need of
tho thoughtfal concara of the Uzinn,

The following arc some of tho ways I would humbly suggost
in whioh tho Union may bes helpful to weaker Societies :~

1. Got tho Saoiety, whatever its looal disadvantages, to realize
ita vital conneotion with this Union, Tbat tho Union is a living
organization, with a very definite snd high aim and that it is tha
privilege of the Society, howover weak, {o partioipato in its
strongth and share ia its purposes.

Miss Manern 8. TRAILL.




