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D-is exact wvords, icIi 1malie no -apoiogy for <juoting. arc
as I'ollowvs: " The wvritings of the Dark Ages areiI aus
hIe expressionlfl( Ide of the scriptiures. . Iii*mèanii that thecy
thonglit anid. spokze and -wvrote lthe Iionglits and ivords and
phirases of the B3ible; ani ltat they did this constantly and hiabi-
tually :as the niatural mode of expressing thcîiselvems . . . in
histories, biogra phiès, familiar -Jet tersi Ilegal inst rumtents, -and
docimiieiits -of evcry description. . . Thecir ida.'lie con-
tinues. ''sein to liave fallen so naturailly inito the ivords of scr-ip-
turc, litI tey ivere constantiy i-efering to tliein in a iva of

p~sigallusion, ivhichi is noir -vcry puzzling Io thoseiviho are
unac(luaintcdl ivithlite plirascology of* tlie Vugt. t
is a dfelt' lie adds, "onily to be overconlie by thle hielp) o a.
concoi:dance of thec Vulgate!." Onc iiiore. I venture to eoiiiuneind
Ihis inagnificent vin(licatigii of thie A\ges ofat to your inost
ca refui and.apeia~v stiffy.

If, thenl. you iIll beCar inii mmd Iliai Ilte Catltolicisttî of thec
Middle Ages in. Bngland. as througliout, Latin Chlristendoin, s
in the mlost literai se-nse, a Biblica. religion. anîd tiat, the litera-
ltrc of tlie Middle Ages "ivas mnade or the Seri plures." you ivill
se* the 1)ecîthflr forc, the speciai hcaring on ouir subjeet. of the
quotations 1 ain about 10 imalze. Yoi wviIl also, -I triust. alloow
this -vital and essential. fact thiat the Bgihpeople hiave. fronil
te -earliest limes. beexi a Bibic-loving people, its duc weighit in

eonlsidcring the inference I hiave been bold enoiugh bo draiv froin
it znd. to suhmnit 10 you. as I sitail preseutly do.-

The Middle ilges, ive iay say. ci, for ail practicai pur-
poses. with tlite bcginning of tlile "sixleenth century, rouglily
speaking, -%ithlithe Tudor, or lizah)ethan era. âMy next witness.
titeni shiail lc Carlyle, whoni une -%tiil suspect of bias iii favour
of bhe Cathiolie Chiureh. "In somle senlse,'' lie ivritcs iii lus 1[ero
as Poct ".il; nay be- said tIal titis glorious Bhzbe raic., with
ils Shakespeare as the outeoine and :flowcrage of eall thiat hîad
preceded it, is itseif attributable to, bhe Catholicisin of te -Middle
A ges. . -. .AJnd rexnarkc bore. as rallier curlous, thiat 1làiddie
AIge Cabhlîoicisn was aboliied, as far as Aets of Parliainent
ûouid. abolii il, before Shiak,,espeare. te nioblcst.p)rodtict of il"-
ntoie te -wvords, o? a XDK. century. bitter hater of ]?opery !-
.(thte nobiest produet of Middle Age Catitoiicisni!) appcared. HIe
djd xtîa1ke ]is appearance nevertheless. Mature, aI liter ow'n lime.
wvitlt cýatitolicisnu or iwltat eise itîighit bc xiccessar3'. sentl .1ihlm
forth. t,«uking siil thoughit of zlcU- of Pa.rlianuiient."

Ilut if Sllakcspeçirë. on sncbl illispuitahie eVidence ;as luis.


