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Ensilage.—According to many writers on this subject, a
oubic-foot of cnsilage weighs 50 pounds; Mr. Barnard, if I
remember nightly, puts it at 40 pounds; and Mr. Voclcker,
whose experiments at Woburn my readers have seen reported,
ozlls 1t, from actual measurcment and weighing, 24 pounds!
A vast disorepancy between the three, which can partly be
accounted for by Mr. Voelcker's stuff being meadow-grass, and
that of Mr, Barnard and the others being corn.

The general opinion scems to be decidedly in fuvour of
nearly ripe corn for tho silo. Mr. Brown, of New-Hampshire,
gays : ** Corn must arnve at a certain degree of matunty be-
fore cutting, if the best silage is to be produced,” and a
dozen others hold the same view, particularly Mr. Hazen, his
neighbour, who cnsiled 8389 tons, the produce of 50 acres,
last season! A dairyman, of course, is Mr, Hazen, and on a
large sonle, I should think.

We must not forget that, though corn sown thickly and
cut green takes but littie out of the ground, it is a very diffe-
rent matter when the seed is allowed to form and nearly
ripen,

pSomc farrow-cows were fattcned, on an ensilage diet alone,
by an extensive farmer near* the White-Mountains, and the
beef was pronounced first class by a cook who had been em-
ployed at the Fifth Avenue Hotel, New-York, and other first-
olass houses. Ho said he had ncver cut any finer beef in
apy place where he had been employed. It may be so, but if
the New-York people do not know better than to call the
meat of farrow cows fine beef, I cannot estimate the opiniun
of this cook very highly. In England all the bulls go to the
convict-prisons, and the farrow-cows to the troops and the
manufacturing towos; though a heifer after her first calf 13
good cnough for most people; yet so great is the power of
prejudice, that if a butcher werc koown to buy one for
slaughtering, he would infallibly lose all his best customers.
He must kill nothing but steers and maiden-heifers, if he
wants to keep in with the better class of people.

One writer in the Country Gentleman states that his cattle
arc fed on one-third silage, one-third salt-hay, and one-third
steamed cummins or malt-sprouts. A curious ration enough,
but fed on it, his working-bullocks—yoked every day—will
be fat enough for the butcher by spring, I do mot take it
the butcher will find much internal fat when be comes to open
them. The mixture has a nutritive ratio of 1:7.2, and con-
tains only 1 ©p, of fat, The addition of a couple of pounds
of crushed linseed a head a duy, would make a considerable
difference in the feediog propertics of the ration. Salt-hay
is, I presume, bay cut off the marches on the borders of the
sen, and if it rescmbles what I have seen in England.gn the
Essex coast, it is at best but poor stuff; in fact, the writer
says that his cattle would hardly eat it until he bethought
him of mixing silage with it

Canadian Cattle.—~The importation of store-stock into the
North of Scotland, from Canada, has ot been a paying ven-
ture in either of the two scasons in which it bas been tricd.
But 1t 50 nearly pnd its way last year, that the specalation
18 to be tred agan. As the cost of carriage of lcan and of
fat beusts is about the same, surely it would pay the Cana-
dian farmer better to send over his beasts in a completed
form than in & lean state | However, there may be something
to be said on the other side of the question.

Lawes again.—The debt farmers owe to Sir Jobn Lawes
is enormous in amount, and is spread over a vast extent of
the awvilised world. People 12 cvery country are opening
their eyes to the fallacies that he, with his indefatigable ad-
jutant, Dr. Ghlbert, has exposed, and are absorbing. with
earnest attention the trnths that he has, for the last half-cen-

tury, been teaching., TFor example, I was delighted to see the
following passage, in answer to a correspondent, in the Coun.
try Gentleman. ¢ The analysis of aoy plant would not be
likely to shuw what manare chould be applicd to produce
a. orop of that plant, as the jogredients which crops an
fuund to contain largely-do not always, or even oficn, shuw
that those ingredients in manures are the best suited to their
growth. Thus, although tarnips are found to contain a large
amount of putash, and les than some other erops of phus
phoric acid, repeated experiments have showe that the erup
13 more benefited by superphosphate thao other orops of diff-
rent composition,” Of course, this is a thorough followiny .
in the steps of the great teacher of Rothamsted, and it i»
very wuch to be desired that the gentleman who wrute the
above passage would find it convenicnt to read some of the
perverse letters sent to the agrioultural papers of the United
States beforc publication, and add such annotation to them as
may show the readers of theso pablications the absurdity of
too many of their positions,
-l

Russian apples.—It is really quile refreshing to turn to
Dr. Hosking' articles in the Rural Vermonter. He, at least,
never talks nonsense, and though I do not always sgreo with
his dicta, still his good, sound reasoning invariably gives one
a certain degree of respect fur his most, at first sight, sur-
prising statemeots. Lately, Dr. Hoskins has been growing
the famous Russian apples, and I think our people ought to
know that he dges not by any means feel satisfied that they
are, what they are asserted to be, fron-clad in the climate of
Vermoat, the temperature of that State being, I believe,
pretty much the same as the tumperature of the province of
Quebeo. ¢ It seems,” says he, * that all the Russian apples
arc generally supposed to be able to resist any climate in the
United States, if not in Canada. This, however, is far from
beiog the fact. Red Astrachan has long since proved itself
to be no hardier than the Tolman Sweet, less hardy than
Ben Davis, and not nearly so hardy as the Fameuse. Oa
Lake Memphremagog, the Fameusc can be grown quite suc-
cessfully, and Ben Davis will grow, and bear a good many
apples, but our test winters wipe it out. My greatest disap-
pointment, however, in regard to the Russian apples, is that
most of the long keepers seem lacking in hardiness. Borsdoff
(No. 3%1) is not any ncarer an jron-dad than Fameuse;
while Bogdanyff, a highly praised winter apple of the Budd-
Gibb importation is quite as tender as Ben Davis, Babus-
chino (469) is another that shows tenderness, much to my
regret, as it is highly praised for quality and keeping by Mr.
Gibb. But my greatest disappointment isin Longfield. I
have this from three sources, all seemingly alike in trees
(though none have fruited), and they are all killed back in
the nursery and orchard, fully as much as Fameuse, and
became blackhearted. It is exceedingly disappointing, in our
dearth of iron-clad long-keepers, to find that of the few Rus-
sians ’rcportcd to ke keepers so many should fail in this
poiat.’

Dr. Hosking' reputation as' an orchardist, pomologist, or

whatever the last mew term may be—we used to call them

fruit-growers in my day—-is so high in the estimation of our
people, that 1 am sure it will be unnceessary for me to do
more than call attention to these remarks of his,

Draught of ploughs.—Somewhere aboat-the year 1848, 1
femember very well the astonishment that pervaded tie
minds of the more advanced portion of the farmers of England
on hearing that, at the cxperiment on the dravght of ploughs
wied at Lord Duocio’s Ezample Farm, near- Dursley, Glo'ster-
shire, the dynamometer, then used for the first time for pur-
poses of the test in public, proved that the draught .of the



