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From the Catholle Advorite,
rHISTORY

Of the life, wurks and doctrines of Cal

vin, by Mre+Audin, Itnight of the or-

der of St. Gregory the Great, member

of the Academy and literary circle of

<

Lyons, of the Tibertne Académy of|!

Rome, of the Academy of the Catholic
Religion of the same city, §e. New
edition, revised and conecgez‘l.‘ Paris.
1843 o

. (CoNTINUZD.)

Gérard was poor, deriving from his of-
fice of fiscal prucurator, an income of o~
ly 700 francs, and he had a wife and six
childien, demaading his care.  Ia his dis-
tress, the noble family des Mommor came
to his assistance. Often did this gencrous
family throw zt})‘ei_r charitable p‘roleclion
over the Calvias, old and young. One
of its members, the abbe Ilangest, pastor
of St. Eloy, became the friend of John,
and ofivrded him a home and the means
to purice his vcarliest studies,

This worthy priest, a skilful man, in.
structed young Calvin, together wath the
children of the house of Mommor, and
initiated him in the French, Latin, and
Greek languages. Wil Calvin exhibn
any gratitude for such favors ?

4 Calvin was now twelve yearsof age.”
His body dry and auenvated, he already
exhibited a green and vigorous inteliect,
promipt at repartee, bold -in auuck; a
great faster, whether hedid this to arrest
the fumes of that megrin which conunuals
ly-beseiged him, or to have the mind more
unembarrassed for writing, studying, and
forhe amclioraiicn of his memory, He
spohe hiule wuli serious purpose, and
words whichtold ; he was never with com.
pany, but always reured.”

The task of the Noydn profcssor was
completed, and Calvin set out for Paris,
a1 thattime, the great rendezvous of choice
spirits fiom the provinces. The chairs of
prolessors were there fitled with men, who
enjoyed a European reputation.  Iluman-
ists, poets, literati, artists, theologians,
sl had there congregated under the pa-
tronage of Francois Ist., whose court was
the commuon asylum of all the glories of
the age.  The “theses of Luther had ale
1eady been discussed before the Sor-
bonne, and smaten by its censures.  But
among the leurned, their perverse princi-
ples becams the ferule cause of contros
versy, dispute, doubt &ancreduliy. Awmid
tho contests of proud science, amid the
disputations of unsound, scepiical or in-
ciedulous theologians, amid relizious facs
uons of every colour and shade, the young
student from Noyon was thrown, in order
to qualify inmself for his futvio occupa-
ions. He wok up lus abode with a lock-
smith, lis uucle Rickard Calvin, who 1e-
nided near e church St Germain PAux-
errois. [t scems that Richard was an
honest labourer, who said his prayers, and
went in the morning t2 assist at the paro-
chial mas<. Calvin, only fourteen years
of age, hud already been shaken in his
faith by some of Luther’s works, and con-
scquently could: laugh at the pious: praciis
ces of tha mncle, who was feeding and
lodging him at his own cost and expensc.
Iowever, wiils the locksmith had an easy
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was fiilled with doubt, disquiptulle, and
anxiety. During the week, he went daily
10 the Collego do la Marclic, and onSun«
days and festivals, miglit e found at the
dinner table of somo great lord, {riend of
ihe noble Mommor family, or walking in
the gardens of the gymnasium, with the
youthful companions of his'stadies: '

. At the College -de la-Marcho, Calvin
assisted at the lessons given by Mathurin
Cordier, n man **who.made tho *Latin
writets of ancient Rome his friends and
gods,” butalso.one fond of :novelty und
change. ** Having introduced a salutary
disorder ‘into the science -of iustructiun,
he desired to treat the catechism as u ru-
dment”  The.wmew movement in Gers
many had seduced his imagination, and
he believed that the Janguage of Homer
and of Virgil, ‘was marvellously well un-
derstood by the propugators of ‘doctrines,
which had their birth yesterday. ‘I'hough
greatlights had alicady ilumined the court
of Leo Xi und learned men thraughout

Lualy, France, aud Germauny, were illus.
trating the sciences, the aits and literat-

ure, and giving a benign impulse to social
progress, Cordier disregarded their effurts
and success, which lie would not recog-
mse, but obstinately predicted a future
awahening up of the human intellect.

of Tacitus; an Arioste, a poet like Ilo-
mer; a Guichardin, oiten as glowing as

not have had the fortitude to banish from
lus republic; a Mizhal Angelo, Raphael,
Benvenuto Cellmi, A beautiful heaven
of pocts, painters, sculptors, historians,
Junists, and orators, which hourly opencd
on the view, snd whence descended some
divinity, which, under the name of Alciati,
fixed its seat at Bourges, to teach the scit
ence of law, or at I*aris under that of Ales
andro, to spread the Lnowledge of the
Greeks.Y

Calvin studicd dialectics under a diifer-
ent professor, who in nothing resembled
Cordicr.  Ile was a Spaniard, and o de-
voted admirer of Aristotle and his sylo-
gisms. DBezainforms us that Calvia made
rapid progress in this art, and no doubt
Aristotle must have greaily pleased him,
coustdering the dispositions and claracter
of lus nund.  ** Luther despised sylogisoss,
and left them behind him *as Abrabam
did his ass 3> but the scholar of Noyon
hud o cold imagination, and, while unfitted
to appreciate the pectic reveries of a
Plato, would no doubt delight in the maz
es of dry argmuent and legic.

It was at this epoch, that Calvin first
saw and kaew Farel, his much esteemed
fricnd and fellow preacher.

“This puritan of reform, wonld lave
wishied to establish the reign of God, by
fire and sword, and in vain did Ecol.
ampadius uy to tinge his lips with houey,
*¢alying seditivus virulent soul,’ as dos-
eribed by. Erasmus, who must have kuown
him, Farel anative of Gop, and son of
a notary named Fareau, came tw Bale”

“Zuinglivs, the burning and shining
candle of Zurick; Haller, the vessel of

electivn of Berne,and Ecolampadius, the

and tranquil copscience. Yhe young séholart
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jlamp‘ of Ike Rouse of Ged, had welcofied ltcarni}ig.?"c‘;omtilufed:g soci:sty governed
wund embfaced &im as brother” TAfgr|ut the samq time by canoa laws, <ivil ju-
parading his vagabond proselytism through | risprudence and local customs, ~ Collceied
Switzerlurd, he' came to Balo ond du- | from different parts of France, they
manded a discussion.” ) brought with them to the cities to which
. Liouis Berus a repowned theolpgian of 'glgey reamo for purposes of st?ﬁypmgn-
the University, opposed him. Lhe poimts ners, a language, garinents whoso form
of discussion wero put up atthe doors of could not promptly be cffuced. Theo stu-

@ Uiversity, The general vicar, rector
of the. Universityy - forbid ~persons 10 be

|

present at the dispute, which cuused the |

dent of that epoch Lears somo yestm-
bLlance with tho scholar of the 19th.centuw
sy both carcless, fund of noise, quarrel-

Senate to issue orders to all thcnloginns,‘some;‘ fzood hearts, but Lad headv. Re-
curates and scholars, to attend "he teligi- |liglots and political oppositian,  ~whight
ous tournyment, under penclty of losing , Weie not able to fud organs in books nnd
the right, to have their grain ground at ‘journa!s, took refuge in the schoof. Thar
the mills, or purchase fued at the markets. ! student then, was the living bullad, cone

“Therefore every denized of 1he‘lheo-*snring throne and altar, monarch, und
logical world, who dreaded stasvation, was pontiff. ln Saxony, when Luther's voice
‘at his post on the 15.h of February, Farel 'wnsl!xenrd at, Wittemberg,the students.ran
“sustained bis 7 keses, insulted, calumnmat to the College, brought uway their books,
red, raged, and was compelled to leave theand burat them beforo the church of Al
city which he cursed in his anger.” Saints, thinking themselves forever like

On the 15th of dMay, 1521, Calvin ber|rated from the yoke of their professors.
foro leaving Noyon, had purchased the,In France, with puerilo Jjoys they res
‘prcbcnd of the Chapgf of * our Lady™ of ceived tho first Lutheran missionaries:
Gesine, with money given him by his'who preached the anboltion of abstinence
noble benefsctors.  In 1527, at the nge'on Fridays and Saturdays. The picture
of uineteen, he was invested with the'of these scholastiz franchises, has been
Church of Manville, being only 1onsuréd. ,drawn by Peter Rebufly, a professor at
On the authority of Beza and Bayle, it; Montpellier at the time Calvin went to.

{derin the church, and only belonged to

him the parish of Pont I'Eveque, in placo

ll{nngcst presented him to this office.

* Now the pupil has growa up, he is a
man, and dreams not of blessing the hand
which secures him a livelilhood.

Ly one only thesis. Search his books and
letters, and you will not find a single word
of affection or gratitude, for this new bene-
fitof the Mommor family !

Ot ! how much, as regards character, do
we prefer Luther to Culvin ! Wil the
Saxen monk, every thing is a passion,
cven gratitude itself,  Ia the niidst of his
triumphs, calculated to intoxicate a youth-
ful heud, be has sweet recollections for
Coutn, who gave him tho first alms. The
image of this holy wou,an, which so ofien
interposes between the Popa and whe Doe-
tory has for me a certain charmn, which
«cems to soften the outbreaks of the re«
former. Florimond de Remond was right :
* Culvin, after having lived at the expense
of the Crucifiz, forgot who had nourish-
cd and reared him."

“ fle went buck to Nofon and some-
times preached st Pont IEveque. Ho
tell us nothing in his letters of his adicus
to his Cullege companions, to his teacher
Cordier, or to his uncle the locksmith.
tere * Luther would bave found a scene
of tenderness to deseribe, and the awonk
of Wittemberg wonld not have forgoiien
i, .
TUE UNIVERSITIES., -

In the second chapter of. his work, Mr.
Audin gives an interestiog coup.d’ail of
the Universities of the sixicenth,century.
The students of thesc great schools of

seems that Calvin never teceived any or- study ot Paris.”

Cold hear,!
which has no memory except forinjuries !

‘

It would be ‘nteresting to accompany

 But already lialy cauld boast of a!the clerical body in virtug of Lis tonsure, ' the author in his examen of the chartered
Michiavel, an annalist afier the manaer | By the influence of his father, the Bishop  privileges of the society of students, asa
was induced, a few years later, 0 givo, study of morals, but our purposo will an~

ly allow an imperfect glance at this part

Sallust; a Sanneza, whom Plato wouldiof that of Maitville, "The good Abbe, of his work, that we may more closely

follow the steps of the scholar of Noyon.
Siudents at Paris generally congregated
at the Quarlier Latin, uear to the college

Ilo hias: which they awended. Oua declaning his
no other joy than that of a proud child1titie of student, the proprietory was bound
who has been made curate of a parish ;| '¢ hire him lodgings, and if need be, ko

could {orce the expulsion of an old renter
of the rooms, : -

On giving suflicient security, he could
force his hubitual jockey to bire him a
horse. . )

If the master asked too much;for his
rooms, tho student could call in the college
rector to fix the prica. o

When must the scholar pay hislease? If
there was an agrecment, the articles held
good and obliged ; in default of ugreement
custom was the rule. '

Itfihe owner needed his whole héuse,’
he cou'd not eject the student, because the
time of the student was too precious to
be lostin searching for lodgings; always
difficult to be found in cities where there
weie universities. :

If the hammer of some son of Vulg::in,
or the song of some toiling lubourer,. dis«
turbed the student in hislierary labours,
he had the privilege 1o have the nuisanecs
ubated. '

In the commencement of the scholastie
year, the, father of the scholar was ob.
liged 10 pay the price of one  month's
board, and, in case of the father’s death,
the sqn could not be bound to restore, the
books he had used, nur to allow the, price
to ba made a burden upon his inheritance,

If, *during his’ stadies, he. contracted
debis’in the interest.of science, he.was not
bound, on his father's death, to- pay..the
seme from his part of the succession, bus - 1



