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penetrable to the foot ot man. defying ever lurks to .« e*i .-■: m blood. |av aside I
his puny hand armed with ax or saw. "I say.IVhe aaht - you told me" 2^ ', -, ran pnt yo„ thc
The trees were not high, few of them that you w.i.i a..e money, way Qf ,t Qh> , knBW it æema ablt
being above twenty feet, but from their ""e.^ l°”_e v6a 8r„ ^ Uura:)vor premature; not known you long 1 
branches ereepete nud parasites hung - £ - '^ '* L^terlToMhe taLl enough and:all, that But In this conn-
in tangled profusion, interlaced, join- visin''leisurely from his recumbent no try we don’t hold mugb by the fbrmali- 
ing-tree to tree for acres-nay, for ™ *S aTSaUng wUhT^Xoms «es. 1 tike you. I liked the took of 

miles. . ■- • , savior faire which seemed slightly dut *<>» whealyooigot out of that boat
As far as the eye could reach either „f pluce.ta tbe wllds of ceutra, Afrlca » cuolAud self possess^ You’re, the 

bank of the slow river was thus eov- , He was a toU man wltil a 8ma„ right sort, Mr. Meredith.’?
ered with rank vegetation-mile after artetocratle head and a refined face. "Possibly for some things. For sit- ______* ________
mile- without variety, without hope. wMcb somehow suggested an arlsto- «ng about and smoking first class " -51
Thc glassy surface* of the water was cratof old France. cigars and thinking secom) class
broken here and there by-Certain black “Y&t," answered Dumovo thoughts I am exactly the- right sort • J

srsîisrrss jras—«- “t.r?«rr;r.s.”£ wmw
diles. The river was the Ogowe. and am gtod we have met you,’’ he Dumovo. that I am distinctly the j
the man who cursed It was Victor Rnid “I have a letter of introduction wrong sort”
Durnovt). employee of the Loango to yon from Maurice Gordon of Lo- There Was a little pause. Dnrnqvo ,

.Trading association, whose business it ango.” looied round as if to make sure that "
was at that season to travel Into the Victor Durnovo's dark face changed Joseph and the boatman were out of 
Interior of Africa to buy. barter or slightly. His eyes-hiUooB, fever shot eer*hot '±
steal Ivory for liis masters. unhealthy-took a new tight “Can you keep » secret?” h* asked

lie was a «mall-faced man, with a “Ahf* be answered. “Are you a ."
squarely aquiline ' nose and a black friend ef tiouriee Gordon's?” Jack Meredith turned and leokedatt'--
mustache which tiuag -like a valance There was another question In this, ^*a Questioner with a-smile. His hat 
over bis month. From the growth of an unasked one, and"Victor Durnovo “a<* slipped to the back of his head, 
that curtain-like - mustache Victor was watching for the answer. But the *ke light of the great yellow moon 
Durnovo’s worldly wosnerity might face he watched was like a delicately £11 fnU npon bto.clean cat sphlnxllkc 
have been sald toitTT one ^fug carved pier* of brown mathle, with a ^ Tfee^es alone seemed living, 

bis mouth’ had before that time been' courteous. Impenetrable smile. ’ 1
prevailed npon to trust him. Natme , ttet 'W «*“ yollWMt
has a way of hanging out signs and Hc “ ° d Kt0lUan’ a man to join me in making a fortune

SL-st-^s.-ur.'SLï -SsàûTwiïtf asBfftïaiïwift
s;- FrS^HB55

of .walking, as If his .foot was ever man. my ronfldence. the first corn», you’ll "
ready to kick anything or any person ..ri,M Tnhn Mr-rrrtith^ nmun~ think. But there ate not many men
who might come In his way. J® ^ like you la tWs country, and I’jn

Victor Dumovo bad-seet Ms boatmen walking no the bank to- *PW afraid of dying. 1 Want to get
into the forest to find a few dates, a «nù nntoviout of this for a bit, but V flare not
few hand fuis,of firewood, and wbUe fdôwr^naulred W”1 “titll I set things going." j: ;v.
they were absent he gave vent to that ^ithMckw.rd Jk of^e -Take your time,” said Meredith.,
wild unreasoning passion wftlch Is In- ’ neck ward jerk •t-tbo qU,etjy and soothingly. “Light that

baled Into the white man’s lungs with ™rr- f servant" cigar again and lié down. There is no

"ssrurzuru»• » “îsl,ary""-n" - -• asass sites jsrjzzp.** «■ -
Presently a - peacefulness seemed to mito^feîloW’^te sald, “on tMs •“* caanot say that l have.” replied

come over him, for his eyes lost their i f„‘kp<,n * Enrooean Jaek- "What is It for„bç»wii boots orglitter and his heavy lids drooped. His ”,n ^0rd to keep * Bnr<>P«ul spasms?" ‘ .
arms were crossed behind hi? head. - , . , „ “It,Is a drug, the mi*t: expensive
Before him la, the river. | nnde^tand." answeml Meredith. drug ,n toe markét. And tbey must

Suddenly hé sat upright, an eager- with n half suppressed yawn, ’that toe f 1t, they cannot dp wJtbout it, and
-ness and attention. Not a leaf stirred. coantry gets^ finer farther US, more tbey canl)ot and a substitute. I^ls the
It was about 5 o’clock In the evening. mou^attoM. /, - ! leaf of a shrub, and your, haffnl Is
the stillest hour of the twenty-four. In remJmto-r^at ifta wortü R thoU3ami Poinds." ?
such a silence the least sound would J.euld d0 ^ 'Le "Where is It to be fomid.r asked Jack
travel almost any'distance, and there ^Tthe otber ^Tattent.on of should iike some in a

to him. It was nothing but a thud re- d?£ h^orbî ‘ ^ "Ah, you may laugh now, but yon
jpeated with singular regularity, but to g L^!ditk*,b «usnlclons were 'v9n’t when you bear nU about 1<;-
%ls practiced ears it conveyed much. hv toi^ùsnS^fnneT m The scientltic chaps called It Simla-
He knew that a boat was approaching, rlSS.^ clue- because of au °!4 African legend
as yet hidden by some distant curve In «There t« no white man knows ttls which> like ail those;, thlnjgs, has a 
the river. -The thudwas caused by the r)v?Tl do do k 8^0 of truth In IL The; legend is
contact of six paddles with the gun- b at me cî ^ vér^rt S that the ™onkeyâ first found out the
wale of the canoe as thepaddlers with- dlcef^ at this wound onmy a™, it

»‘Si.rsttüîcs tesste
brought from the boat a second rifle, _ river. Take mV advice. not 80 tlllck 03 y°uPs- and ret *c
which be laid besifie the double bar- wv somewhere else ” would-take you and snap your baek-
reled Reilly which , was never more ^ certainly shall." replied Meredith. Ixme acroM his knee? Ôe would bend
than a yard away from him. waking -We wlll djeuss it after dinner. My *f>.lyl*yg Tf h tmrtat
or sleeping. Then be waited. He chap is a first rate cook. Here you got merely bytbe turn of hi* wrist
knew that uo bo.it could teach the anything td add to the menur is simlacine. lie can bang on to =,
bank without Ills full- permission, for a thing i’ye been living on wlth one ,es and tackle a leopar
alt the rowers could,.killed before p J^ ^d dried elephaM ml! for Wb his-bare band^thnt’a slmlacin, 

thAy got within a -fahUdi-ed yards of his «j- t^t tdrtnight’’ At home they^re only juslj beginnln.
r«8« Be was pmha^F. the; best rifle «Doesn’t sound nourishing. Well, we £ find out pr°I^t'e8^fl lt 8eed'

« »%%5*icsirjs 5aftrwstxïîs EHH5HE
sSSïSg^t “«s.—... rssrrlststo.
Sftoe ^^omL^Mv Ctua toyonJtoe'LT that‘if was amative . CHAPTER VII. Jack Meredith was leaning forward

"? believe toîoL" L answered. Durnovo over the sight of Ms rifle. I essentially a struggle There i, t^itheT^”
"It wna n verv mini easant business ” He looked upon this river as his own, JL hunger about, and where hunger whLh hnw nfhim

. It waa a Tety and he knew the native of equatorial te the ^notions will be found also, death,, which had got hold of Mm.
"I Sdl’t kim^tiiat I was that sort Africa. Therefore he dropped a bullet Now, Jack Meredith was a past master Kave Victor Durnovo no time to pause
of Sw. The’temptation was very* into the water, under the bow of the to the concealment of these, and. as thc KnffUflhmnn
„jz * , nearly gave In nnfl UtiMw 1r canoe, at 800 yards. .. such, came to Victor Dumovo to the
f I^LmSFth^fi 1 Jililt was» sound guise of a new creation. He had lived
V « dtiTnot cet on well to-' whlchcan only be written “P-ttt” be- the totter and the larger part of his life
Ton kcow-we did not get on well to» tween Mg legs- aud he had to wipe a among men
gether. He °L f feltow aod shower of dust from his eyes. A puff in words, I am hungry or I am thirsty; natives
turn «rat * U£™r^.®“'^[^1^ltoT,tried of blue smoke rose slowly over the i want this, or I want that; and If you Jg®.

erttsysgeiis; s-tjsclt* 6,oke "■*

rw.-., - . ... Ing greeting, and the man on thé bank
Wisent was listening - ^ent to the water’s edge, still carry- at him.

eut Interrupting—like a man. She nan ,4,,,—tbe rt8b from which he was never wag Joseph, the servant The idea of 
the gift e# Adapting herself to her en- a toan
vlronments to fi marked degree. Durnovo was the first to speak when witb a European manservant was so

"And,” he hfidnj) curtly, the boat came wltbfn hail. preposterous that it could only be met
knows how much I wanted tnat tnree .<VeKy gortyj’ he shouted: “Thought wltb édicule; but the thing seemed so 
thowwwl a year ’’ *. you were a native ' Must estais- natural to Jack Meredith, he accepted

The tfirf moved uneasily ana gianeeu ligh a fung_get ir first shot, you y,e servitude of Joseph so much as a 
toward the «wervatory. too*-*' •: -;■/ .i«r A __ matter of course that after a time

«‘Jt was not toe “AU right,»- reptied ooe oAtto Euro- Durnovo s^ted him also as part and
me,’' said <Jny very dellberategr, "it peana ln the approaching «raft, with parcej 0f Meredith, 
was yod.'* ; a courteous wave of the hand, “no j0Seph took off his coat, turned up

Bbe rose from her chair as if to Jem barm done.” his sleevesand proceeded .to cook such
her aunt and toe horticultural old gen- $bere were two white men and six a ^tnner as Durnovo had not tasted for 
tieman. « w>, . , - ' blacks ’to’ thW long aud clumsy boat. many months. There whs wine also,

“Ton nmgt not say *ai4 Ijl ô'neït':*** B6w$>îW bow anfl afterward a cigar of suefcquality
little more ttian a n^teptr^with- Whlle the other was stretched at his. ag appegtel| strongly to Durnovo’s 
eut looking round she wieot toward ease |n the stern, reclining on thé can- wesh lndjan palate.
Lady Contourne. Her eyes were Vaa-ofe rueatly foMed that.'The last ^ nlght settled down over toe tond 
gleaming with a singular supprsedld r*mki was evidently the leader cf .he wh„e Bat there, and before them 
excitement, such as one sees to the i(me exped|t|0n. while the manner and tbe great yellow equatorial moon rose 
eyes of a man fresh from a mad ran attitude ot the man In the bow sag- slowly over the trees. With the dark- 
across country. __ gqstéd tiieWrvttude of a dlseipllned ne6g pame a greater silence, for the 

, Gny Oscard roae ate» aad foUaWed soWier slightly relaxed by abnormal myrlad insect life was stfil- 
more deliberately. Tbere was nothing clrcumatances. “So,” said Durnovo, returning sto toe
for Mm to do but take Ms leave. “Who fired that .shot?*’ toQfiSred subject which had never really left Ms

«But,” said Lady Cantourne gra- Darn0T0_ wheti there was ho longer Noughts, “you have come out here for 
elonsly, “If you are determined to go any necesalty,to shotit. pleasure?” RÉhH'R
away, you must at least come ana say «Josephj.. repiied the Aan In the „Not eiactiy. 1 
goodby before you leave. stem of the boat,'Indicating his com- k money partly

“Thanks; I should like to do so, If 1 panl0I1 „Waa lt a liear thing?” make m0“y’ P J

“About as near as 1 care about. It 
threw up the dust between my legs.”

Tbe man called Joseph grinned.
Nature hn5 given him liberally of.tUe
irhe:*ewithal fov lutlnVgchfte la tbhl
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■Lady’Cantourne waited with perfect- 

ily suppressed curiosity, and- while she 
was waiting Mfilieent Chyne came Into 
toe room. The girl was dressed with 
ner nabttual perfect taste and success, 
.and she game forward with a smile of 
genuine pleasure, holding out a small 
hand neatly gloved to suede. Her lady­
ship was looking, not at Mlllicent, but 
ht Gny Ôscard.

“Ahr said Miss Chyne. "It is very 
good of-you to take pity upon two lone 
females. I Was afraid that you had 
gone off to the wilds of America or 

~V. somewhere in search of big game. Do
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'yen know. Mr. Oscard, you are quite

a celebrity? I heard you called the 
’big game man* the other day; aléÇ the

'

IP
> -

m X S -The specimen smiled happily under 
tills delicate handling..

“Mr. Oscard has just been telling 
me,” interpoSêd Lady Cantourne con­
versationally, “that he is thinking’ of 
going off to toe wilds again.” ' I

"Then it is very disappointing of 
htto,” said Mlllicent, with a little droop 
of the eyelids which went home. “It 

to be only toe uninteresting peo­
ple who stay at home and live ham- 
drum lives of enormous duration.”

“He seems to think that Ms friends 
to cast him off because his 

poor father died without toe assistance 
of a medical man,” continued the old 
tody meaningly.

At this moment another visitor was 
announced and presently made his ap 
péarancè. He was an old gentleman of 
no personality whatever, who was. 
nevertheless welcomed effusively, be-'
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JWBÜ cause two people to toe room had n 
distinct use for hue. Lady Cantourne 
was exceedingly' gracions. She re­
membered instantly that horticulture 
Was among his somewhat' antiquated 
accomplishments, and she was lmtno- 
dtately consumed with a desire to show 
him the conservatory which she bad 
bàd built outside the drawing room 
window,— She took a genuine interest 

id watered
toe plants herself with much entisu

2E5H"
of abstaining ü-om tea, which enabled 
the two horttculterlets to repair to the 
conservatory at once, leaving - toe 
young people alone at V-e other end 
pf the drawing room.

Mlllicent smoothed bef gloves with 
downcast eyes and that--demure air by 
which the talented fair Imply thecon- 
setonsness of hein^ alone and out of 

with an Interesting 
member ot »e stronger sex,

Gny sat and watched the go, 
glbves with .a certain .sense of nja
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if!"Yes,” said the EtogUsbman, “yes. 

go on.”
_____ ‘There Is practically no limit to the

who* milir action if no't ^and that there «, forTt M ^ 
m hnncrv or I am thlrstv: Wb way ot ohtotolng It to

through toe natives, and yon know 
They send a

little packet down from the Interior, 
two months 

hands.
wantea M The money Is sent back the same way

He had at first been Inellned to tough ^V^JTatWes fftoe teaTto 
What struck him most forcibly ««•^e^d “f tiatoS

^Tgg^upT; A^nrivM monkey.and only to very small qnan- 
swaggeimg up u y*. titles. Do you follow me?”

“Yes, I follow yon.” ,Z. ' *
Victor Dhrnovo leaned .forward until 

Ms face was within three inches of 
Meredith’s, and the dark, wild eyes 
flashed and glared Into thé English­
man's steady glance. -

“What,” he Mtted-“what if I know 
where simiactoe grows lit 
What If I could supply the 
simiactoe at my own price? Eh-h-h! 
What of that, Mr. Meredlthr S.>

He threw himself suddenly back and 
wiped Ms dripping face. There was 
a silence, the great African silence that 
drives educated men mad and fills the 
Imagination of the poor heathen with 
wlM tales of devils and spirits.

Then Jack Meredith spoke without 
moving.

T*m your man,” he said, “with a few 
more details."

Victor Durnovo Was lying back at 
full length on the hard, dry mud, Ms 
arms beneath Ms bead. Without alter­
ing hie position, he gave the details, 

Mm« cnwpny to speaking slowly and much more quiet- 
u»K ™, to dispel some of r b- «seem,sdiisff he spoke toe result
«ttl^JneS wefi "“Store LL8»- i —
E! the, wre" L^n^frew ^«00 to stert It for we mW have 

- ■ J ..... an armed force of our own. We have
to penetrate a cannibal country of toe 
fiercest devils to Africa. It to a pla-
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1‘We shall want" he saSt “at leastmay.”
«We shall be deeply disappointed If 

yon forget” said Millie^ holding out 
her hand, with a sir ! of JW 
"beartedness and gaum* m

;■
toe pictures bad never seâi Africa.”

The evening had turned out so very 
differently from what he had expected 
that Durnovo was a little carried off , .
Ms equilibrium. Things were so so- J 1 # 
clable aud pleasant to comparison with 
the habitual loneliness of his life. The ffijj ; 
fire crackled so cheerily, toe mean 

: shone down on the rhrer so grandly, 
the subdued chatter of to* boatmen

I!E ”48858 
4 V

relaxation, and Duraovo smiled rathet 
coastralneilly. Joseph was grabbing 
at the long reedy grass, bringing the 
canoe to a standstill, and It was 
some momehts before Ms extensive

f friendship.
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