POOR DOCUMENT

REPORT RECOMMENDS
RADICAL CHANGES IN
ST. JOHN HOSPITAL

s

(Continued from page-‘l.)

A. 1 think it is'of the utmost import-
ance to supply good food, especially .to
the very sick. 1 have watched the food
going into the wards, and it is a litle
crude—served up wholesale, and the pa
tients do not like that. I think they need
better cooking service in the hospital,

UNGLEANLINESS OF
THE INSTITUTION,

Commissioners Believe Effort Was Made to
_Destroy Vermin, But Can Give No Justi-
cation to Explain Miss Iddiol's Evidence,

The complaints Vin this Tespect were
Jargély with regard to the presence ot
vermin in the institution, and while the
commissioniers believe thatt, in the ordin-
ary routine of hospital work, every effort
is made to attack and destroy these in-
truders, and while the difficulty of dong
so effectually is recognized, yet no justi-
fivation “satisfactory to the mind of the
commissioners” can be given which may
explain away the cincumstanices described
Dy Miss Amy dddiols, page 48, 49 and 50,
of the evidence. :

, Miss Amy Iddiols, Examined.

). Was your miother ever in the General
Public Hospital?

A. Yes, in the hospital two years ago,
#n the summer of 1900 she had broken her
Jes.

Q. Who caused her to be removed there?

A. Dr. MacLaren is our physician and
caused 'her to be taken there. 1 camnot
glate positively what time of the day she
was taken there, because I was not home,
but it was some time between eleven and
ole. !

Q. When was it you first saw her there?

A. I cannot state that positively either,
but i was some time divectly after noom.

Had her leg been set?

A. Her leg had been set then, She was
then in bed.

Q. What did you notice in connection
with the bed? 3

A. Not anything at first, but towards
{the  middle; of the afternoon I saw a bed-
bug walking geross the bed.

‘Y. Did’ you speak Of that ‘to anyone?
"A. I spoke of itato the nurse.

4. What did she say or do?

A. She took the counterpane and lifted
it up and crushed it.

Q. Crushed it?

To Tuek, C. J.

Q. Crushed the bug?

A. Yes. ;

Q. Was your mother in a private ward
or public? -

A. She was in a public ward, she was
carried there by the doctor, when I first
saw her, by the doctor’s orders, ghe was
not moved to a private ward till later.

To Mr. Trueman—I saw another bug,
I asked the nurse whether it was a b:d-
bug, and she nodded assent, she did not
say anbhing.

Q. What was the nurse’s name?

A. Migg Belyea. I do not know who

e other nurses were.

Q. Aftter that did ::our miother make
pn to you? .

A. She asked me if I would Jif¢t the
pounterpene and look and-wee whait was
tickling her toes, .1 did that and saw
geveral bedbugs walking around her foot.
fler foot was iound in the box, and as
Whe clothes were opendd the bedbugs
were aronnd her toes and on the bed-
m!Q.‘M did you do?

A. I did not do anything only brush
fhem off. There was not anybody there,
gnd when the nunse came I told her.

Q. Did you eee anybhing further in eon-
pection with the bedbugs? :

A. Yes, I looked again and saw them
pgain. I saw them more than twice. ‘Lhen
I spoke to the murse about it, and told
her the box must be removed, that I
would not have that box on my mother's
feg berause it was snfected with bed-
bugs. The box was not unpacked thea
pecause they could mot remove mother
o the room as the room was not ready
for her until 7 o'clock. “About that time
I!hcygothermdyj/cogoinﬂoherroom
#nd then unpacked her leg from the box
end removed her. They could not Lft
her with the box on the stretcher 1 pre-
gume that is why they unpacked her leg.

Q. What did you see?

A. There was wool around her leg when
§t was packed in thw box, and as they
lifted that out it was swarming with bed-

To Judge Tuck, C. J.¢

Q. Was the leg in plaster? -

A. No. .

To Mr. Trueman? :

Q. Who was present then?

A. I cannot say exactly, but T know the
nurse was and I think Dr. Morris was and

myself.
Q. What did you eay about it, any-
_ thing?

A I think I did say a good deal, but 1
- @o not remember what. I was quite ex-
cited—I daresay I said quite a lot.

Q. What was done with the box after
it was removed?

A. I said when they removed her into
the private room they must not put the
box on ‘her leg again, and they did not
make any answer, and then shortly after
‘¥hat I went home and came back, and
whea I came back in the room where
mother was, the box was not on her leg,
and the box was not on her leg all night.
The box was replaced next morning.

). The same box?

A. T asked if it was fthe same box
and I was told yes. .

Q. Who told you that?

A. Dr. MacLaren, T said “it must
come off. it is infested with bedbugs,”
and he said, “it has been boiled all night.”
@ said I did not want that on her leg.
He said, “they are not cast iron, they can-
not stand boiling.” I saw one bedbug in
the room she was removed to on the
counternane.

To Chief Justice—Wa

aid tient?
'P‘A. \I":s, dhe was a paid patient, but she
was in a public ward when that occurred.

Q. Was it a wooden box?

A, Tt was a woodea box.

s your mother a

' SWARMING WITH BEDBUGS.

One Case Referred to as Most Reprehensible.
Notice page 49 where the witness siates
that the splint used by her mother was
found ‘‘ewarming with bedbugs;” this
pondition of affairs is most reprehensible

. and discloses either Tack of discipline, by
prhich such a thing could oegur, or else

carelessnesy, which -explanations will not
= {'improve.: - ¢ : ~

This implies lack of discipline, or absence
of care would not be remarked; and in
this connection attention is drawn to the

evidence. of Dr. Murray MacLaren, a
mempber of the visiting staff of doctors.

Dr.Murray MacLaren Examined.
The Chief Justice—Then I gather from

fonds at the disposal of the commission-
ers, the management is as good as it well
can be, is that the idea?

A. Well, I would say this, sir, that the
money, as far as it goes, is spent judici-
ously and I have not seen any waste.

Q. But that is not what I mean. Sup-
posing that the management could be bet-
tered by an increased expenditure of
money, is the management with the money
at 9their disposal as good as it ought to
be?

A. No; I do not think so-

Q. Then referring for a moment to Mr.
Coster’s question, about ventilation, and
bearing in mind the age of the building—
completed, if T can remember, in 1865, and
having by this time become old, and that
so many later improvements have been
made since that building was put in view
of better ventilation, as it is, noting what
is there now is insufficient—what in your
mind ought to be done with that building
without destroying it, what can be done
in order to make it better than it is to-
day? Have you ever given that a thought?

A. Yes; I have given it some thought.
I would improve the ventilation; I would
change a number of rooms that I think
are too small for use as they are.

Q- What about the floors, are they hard
pine, birch or what?

A. In a number of the wards they are
hard wood.

Q- Would you have hard in all?

A. Yes, or have them of some composi-
tion.

Q. Then I suppose no one could tell
very well just what it avould cost to put
that building in proper condition, proper
up-to-date condition?

A. I could not form an estimate.

Q. Let me ask you then, what would
you think of a recommendation that some-
one should expend $20,000 in making the
necessary changes in that building?

A. I think it would do a great deal, T
don’t know whether it would cover it or
N0«

 Summing Up.

i The upsumming of these three divisions

reveals the fact that at certain periods
the food has not been of a reasonably
good quality; that vermin has been pres-
' ent when no reasonable excuse could be
offered for its presence, and that at times
" the discipline has been lax.

It must be understood that in view of
your commissioners this condition of af-
fairs did not obtain day in and day out.
The testimony covers a period of several
years and given by a large number of
witnesses, who nevertheless were a small
proportion of those treated, over the en-
tire period to which the evidence applies:
If the evidence disclose merely that a
small percentage of such patients had
good reason to complain, the statements
of Doctor Emery, a former resident physi-
cian and at present a member of the visit-
ing staff of doctors, together with those
of Doctor MacLaren, also a member of
the visiting staff, both gentlemen fitted
by long experience with the hospital to
express an opinion which might reason-
ably be taken as decisive, emphasizes the
conclusion that a radical change in the
administration of these departments is
absolutely necessary, in the interests of
the public, and for the credit of the hos-
pital. It has been urged before the com-
mission that the food served and the at-
tention given to the patients far excel
these features in the wusual every day
home life of many of those who complain;
but this surely is no answer. Every man
who enters the hospital is entitled to re-
ceive, and the public expect he shall re-
ceive good, pure food, properly served, as
well as careful attention. In this way only
can the public health be best assured, and
the work for which the hospital was erect-
ed be properly performed. -

The evidence as a whole discloses that the
present system by which the commission-
ers, of whom there are nine, purchase the
supplies is faulty. The commissioners
divide the work, one purchasing the sup-
plies for a month, succeeded by another
for a month, and so on until each has
acted. ‘Thus, in a yearthere are nine dif-
ferent men each in turn purchasing sup-
plies. No uniformity in purchase can
thereby result, as perhaps no two men
agree as to the required standard.

Recommend a Superintendent.

Your commissioners recommend that a
superintendent be appoinied to manage
the business affairs of the institution,
“under the direction and control of the
commission;” that the system of commis-
sioners rotating monthly in the work of
purchasing supplies be discontinued, and
that this work become onc of the duties
of the superintendent, who shall inspect
the food upon arrival, and be responsible
for its constant .excellence to the whole
commission.

Nire More Rurses.

With regard to the care of patients,
your commiisisoners recommend that nine
nurses be added, making a total of 25 to
be employed or trained; that of the 25
at least three be graduated nurses, one of
whom shall be placed in charge of each
floor, all to be under the control ¢f a
superintendent of nurses (to be appoint-
od) said superintendent to maintain striet
discipline, to have authority to dismiss
for any of its breaches, and to be re-
sponsible to the commissioners for the
efficiency of the service. The matron shall
act as housekeeper. The nurses in train-

what you say just now,doctor, that with the |

" it used ‘to be.

ing should receive practical instruction in
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cooking, as is done in all the best modern
i hospitals. At least three trained male

nurses should. be employed; they are
needed to promote the efficiency of the
whole work. The medical staff to consist
of & resident physician and an assistant
under control of the visiting staff of doc-
tors. !

" THE BUILDINGS.

e

Large Expenditure Necessary lo Modernize

the Int rior.

Your commissioners received evidence
with regard to the condition of the hos-
pital building, from which it appears that
while the building was fully up to the
standard required at the time of its erec-
tion, a large expenditure would now be
necessary in order to modernize the in-

: terior.

See evidence Dr. W. A. Christie, page
292,
Dr. W. A. Christie Examined.

Q. Would you care to make any obser-

vations about the character of the -hos-
pital building?

A+ Well, at the. present time I would not
consider (it a modern hospital.

Q. Would you say in what respect you
thought it would be defective?

A. Well, there is a large portion of the
hospital that is practically of no use as
a hospital; that is the main portion of
the building, where the winding stairs
and corridors that take up ‘a good deal
of space and are not utilized for anything
but goimg up and down stairs, and there
is not any modern system of ventilation
in it. The heating system is better than
In my time it was very
oor,

Q. Is it altogether up to the mark a
the oresent time? s

A, I do not think so.

Q. Is: there any difficulty
proper heat in the winter?

A, Wdll, there has been. It has been a
little better during the past year, but a
number of times there has been a lack
of heat in the building; patients would
complain of -it.

Q. Would it get below the proper
point, so as to be dangerous to patients?

A. Well, no; I do not think it would

in getting

,get below the proper point, but some-

times the heat would get below 55.

Q. Would that be early in the morning,
doctor?

A. That would be when I was making
my visit there—between 10 and 11.

Qi Is the present system of ventilation
of a such a character that it is really detl-
rimental to the health of the patients?

A, Well, I would say to a certain ex-
tent it ie; in winter time the ventilation
is mot too bad.

Also the evidence of Dr. G. A. B. Addy.

Dr. G. A. B. Addy, examined.

Q. Dr. Addy, you were at one time
house. surgeon at the hospital?

A. I was,

Q. In what years?

A. I think it was 91 to ’93.

Q. And you are now pathologist in the
hosaital?

A. Yes. !

Q. Have you ever been connected with
the visiting staff?

A. Not with the visiting staff.

Q. And your connection with the hos-
pital takes place every day? .

A. Yes; every day between 3 and 4
o’clock. .

; Q. You have had that appointment how
onzx?

A. Four or five years.

Q. Recently, doctor, have you had an
opportunity of visiting quite a number of
hospitals abroad?

A. Yes; I have just returmed from see-
ing several of the larger hospitals.

Q. Where?

A. In Canada and the United States;
the Montreal General, the Rhode Tsland
Hospital, the Presbyterian of New York,
and Saint Luke’s Polytechnic, New York.

Q. Which of those has the highest
standing?

A. Well, I think that St. Luke’s is the
newest and perhaps has everything most
up-to-date of any of the institutions I
was at, although the Monircal General
and Prosbyterian. and St. Lukés are al-
most on a par. They seem thoroughly
up-to-date; if anything St. Luke’s is more
up-to-date than any.

Q. Recollecting what you saw there,
and, of course you had in mind that you
would be called here, would you make a
‘comparison of the different features of
those hospitals and this one here?

A- Well, it is a very difficult matter
to make a compariscn. Firstly, in St.
Luke’s we have got a new hospital; here
we have got an old one, and from the
standpoint of the building of. course there
is nothing modern about the building it-
self. It would require entire renovation;
you would have to clean it right out to
the walls, in fact, to make it a modern
building. That is, [ think to modernize
this institution, you would have to just
leave the four walls. .

Q. What changes
then?

A. T would put in modern floors and
ceilings and modern ventilation appara-

would you make,

tus.,

Q. What do you find wrong with the
floors?

A. Well, the floors in St. Luke’s Hos-
pital, for instance, are all concrete; there
is no chance of vermin or bedbugs of any,
deseription to get between the walls and
the floors. There are no corners in the
walls; they are all rounded out, so there
is no opportunity for dust and no chance
for- bedbugs to crawl down between the
suibases and floors as there is here. Then
they have the most improved ventilating
system. 8 ;

Q.. How do you find ours?

A. Well, I am not aware that there
is any ventilating system in the old wing
at all in our building. There is a venti-

lating system in the new, but it is not
just up to date I wouldn’t think.

Q. Is that a requgm which is urgent in
this “hospital?

A. Well, T wotild think that it was for
successful surgical work.

The  Chief Justice—As compared with
what you saw in the hospitals you visited,
wouldn’t it involve a mnew hospital here
altogether?

A. Practically it would, or an expendi-
ture of about $20,000 on this building.

Q. It would ‘be feasible to instal a new
ventilating system, I suppose, in this hos-
wital?

A. Well, to instal a modern ventilating
system there would mean tremendous ex-
penditure, by tearing up the hospital, and
if ‘'you have to tear up the hospital, it is
a question whether it would mot be bet-
ter to go on and make the other repairs
to the whole place, It would so mutilate
the walls and the ceilings that the ex-
pense incurred would mot be justifiable
unless you were. going to make a clean
aween of the whole business.

Q. Without that ventilating system the
hospital is always going to be very defi-
cient, is it not?

A. You could not expect to have the
results in surgery in a poorly ventilated
building as in a well ventilated building.

Q. Mr. Trueman—Is ¢his building so
poorly ventilated as that it would be in-
fected with hospitalism—that is, is the
hospital itself a source of infection?

A. I think this hospital, like any old
building, would be a source of infectjen.

The Chief Justice—Dou mean—is there
anything in the hospital that if a person
goes there with one complaint he might
contract another?

A. Yes, there is.

(. What?

A. Well, take the old walls and old
floors and old ceilings; 'that would be a
source of infection. ¥or instance, there
have been several cases of midwifery
taken into that hospital and the results
have been invariably bad. It is a well
recognized fact that if you do a surgical
operation in a practically new building,
the results are wery much better than
operations done in an old building.

Q. We have had evidence this moraing
that this hospital was built in 1865, would
you have a mew hospital every thirty
years—how are you going to remedy that?

A. Well,take moaern ~walls, modern
floors today and modern ceilings, they are
built =0 that you can thoroughly cleanse
them; there is a sort of enamel finish that
you can put on the walls and keep them
scrupulously clean, whereas old plaster
and old floors will tagke mp all sorts of
contamination, it is #lmost impossible to
keep clear of it. Modern hospitals today
are so that you can cleanse the walls and
ceilings and floors and make them scrupul-
ously clean.

Q. Does mot your view and your evi-
dence here involve an expenditure of fifty
or seventy or one hundred thousand dol-
lars? .

A. No, I think the whole thing could
be changed for about twenty thousand.

Q. And leave the builiing bhere?

A. Leave about the four walls.

Mr. Trueman—Have you made any cal-
aulation, Dr. Addy, that that would be
the expenditure? '8

A. No, but T think the place could be
made tolerably  good on an expenditure
of about $20,000, that would be about
¢5,000 on a ward.

Q. Can you recall any other occasion
where these cases of hospitalism have oc-
curred ? 1

A. No, not just at present. ;

The Chiaf Justice—These midwifery
cases vou spdke of, did you speak of
where the motlier or chi'd has suffered?

A. The miotler.

A. Afterwar@ls, from the absormption of
germs. :

(). Docs not' sterilization help that?

A. It would if you could thoroughly
)| the dominion government might be

sterilize a room.

Q. Cannot you?

‘A. It weuld ot
the old floor.tx

Mr. Trusman—You . really directly at-
tribute it to that, doctor?

A. I do, yes.

The Chief Justice—Tave you known
cases of the kind?

A. Yes, there have been cases of the
kind in the Genera]l Hospital here, where
the patient has contracted somefhing,
where it could not be traced to any ot'er
source of infection than the building iselt.

be possihle T think with

Attention is also directed to the evi
dence of Dr. Thomas Walker and that of
George E. Fairweather.

All of this evidence brings to light the
faat that a large ewpenditure should be
made in order to modernize the institu-
tion. The hospital build ng 1epresents per-
thaps the best thought of medical men of
30 years ago, but the rapid advance made
during that - period in the itreatment of
the sick and in surgery, have rendered
necessary hospital buildings of a ditferent
plan and construction from those of the
earlier date.

Recommend $25,000 Debentur-s

Your commissioners recommend that the
hospital commissioners be authorized " to
jesue debentures to the estent of $25,000
this sum to be expended in remodeling
or improving the building, if possible to
bring .up to the standard outlined by Dr.
G. A. B. Addy and Dr. W. A. Christie,
and if this sum will not attain this re-
sult, that the ambount be expended to the
best advantage according to plans to be
submitted to the government or the muni-
cipal cowncil. The other wards in the
ihospital should at least be brought up
to the standard of the Frances Murray
Memorial Ward; a portion of the increas-
ed money to be used to enlarge the
Nurses' Home, to provide accommodation
for the additional nurses rocommended.

Fees fram Private Patients
Your commissioners have carefully stu-
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4 that a larger number

died the hospital statistics of other Cana-
dian ‘hospitals, and find a marked differ-
ence in the receipis from private patients

‘at St. John and elsewhere. Thus, in the

province of Ontario, the amount received
from private patients in all public hos-
pitals in 1901 was $275,691.23 and the
amount received from ‘municipalities was
$104,674.28, in other words the private
patients contributed 72 per cent. of the
revenue from these two sources,

The St. John hospital reccived last year
from private patients in eightt months

ment for the care of sailors, who for the
purpcses of this comparison may be class-
ed as private patients, $1923.00, in all
$3,426.51. The amount paid by the muamn-
cipality of St. John was $11,927.79, and
therefore the percentage of these two
items that private patients contmbute a®
St. John is 21 per cent., as against 72
per ceat in Ontaro. In no single instenc:
in Ontario does the percentage fall as low
as it does here, and it may be fair to
infer that so far as this hospital is con-
cerned it might be well to discontinue
receiving private patients altogether, or
else remodel the hospital in such a way
could be taken,
thigher rates charged and the income Of
the commiss'on be thereby increased.

Reduction of Commission to Five Members.

Your commission believe that the hos-
pital commission should be reduced to
five members, two to be appointed by the
city of St. John—two by the provincial
government and one by the municipality
of the city and county of St. Joho.
Further, that the term of office be limited
to five years, tut that the memebrs be
eligible for reappointment,

If this suggestion be adopted it is
recommended that one commissionerbe
appointed for a year, ome for two years,
one for three, one for four and one for
five years, and as each term expires the
new appointment be made for five years.

General.
Last year it cost to support pa-

tients residing in St. John....$16,338.09
Patients residing in other coun-.

tries outside of St. Joha -city

and county.. .. .o cecacesen « 5,351.62
Patients residing outside of the
PLOVINEE.. .o o0 oo oo ssseses + 5,367.65

To provide for the support of those
mentioned under the second head, the
government contributes $3,800, leawving last
year a deficiency of $1,521.52 supplied by
the St. John tax payers.

From the cost of patients residing gut-

the sum of $1,923.90 received from the
dominion government for the board of
sailors, leaving under this head a defici-
ency of $3,443.75. Add together the net
deficit caused by the maintenance of pati-
ents from New Brunswick counties, ex-
cluding the county of St. John, $1,521.62,
and the deficit incurred by supporting
those outside the province $3.443,75, and
the result is reached that $4,965.37 is con-
tributed by the municipality of the city
and county of St. John for patients who
perhaps should mnot be properly‘ placed
upon it.

This deficit, so far as the New Bruns-
wick patients are concerned, might be
met by a readjustment of the basis upon
which provincial “aid is granted, and in-
stead of a fixed sum of $3,800 paid over
to the commissioners, the actual cost of
maintaining such patients be the govern-
ment quota, or -else that legislation be
enacted to provide for the payment to the
commission, by the municipalities from
from which patients come, the ac¢tual cost
of maintenance. :

Care of Sailors.
Dealing with the deficit caused by the

| maintenance of those whose residence is

without the province, it iz suggested that
ap-
proached with a view to their increasing
the allowance per diem for the care of
sailors, if the amount received for hos-
pital dues at the port of St. John war-
rant such request. In this connection it
may be stated that the weight of evidence
is in favor of continuing the present ar-
rangement with the dominion government
for the care of sailors, at a higher rate if
posible, with which your commissioners
agree. !

Tha increased revenue which might ac-
crue as a result of the adoption of the
above sugestions, will not meet the in-
creased -cost of managing the hospital, in-
cidental to the increased changes and im-
provements suggested by your commission-
ers, and it is therefore recommended that
the commisisoners of the St. John Public
Hospital be authorized to issue their war-
rants for a sum not exceeding $18,000, in
the manner provided by chap. 49 of the
acts of 1873, and in amendment to sec. 1
of said act.

It is with extreme regret that your com-
misioners are obliged to recommend this
additional taxation, but the evidence
makes it transparently clear that changes
in the alministration of the hospital are
‘abundantly necessary, and those changes
cannot be brought about unless additional
money be provided.

The St. John Hospital, if not semi-pro-
vinical in character, is certainly more
than local. A large number of patients is
treated yearly, and directly or indirectly,
a large proportion of the people of the
‘province is interested in its welfare. It is
therefore the earnest hope of your com-
misioners that steps will be taken to mod-
ernize the institution and bring it up as
closely as possible to a standard which
might reasonably be expected in the chic
hospital of the province. Thereby encour-
againg medical men to take an active in-
terest in its welfare, inducing them to
send patients there for treatment, and
generally enthusing the public in its ad-
ministration,

Your commissioners beg to point out
that the services rendered by the hos-
pital commisisoners aré given absolutely
free, and that they have spent much time
and care in managing the institution. In
the course of this examination members
of the commission with whom your com-
in contact, have

missioners have come )
facilitated the inquiry and invited a
searching investigation. The treasurer,

Doctor Walker, has given most complete
details and explanations of the transac-
tions of the commission, showing an inti-
mate knowledge of its affairs, as well as
an appreciation of its needs.

At the request of the government, the
chairman of this commission visited hos-
pitals at St. Stephen, Tredericton, St.
Basil, Chatham and Campbellton. At all
these places he was most cordially re-
ceived and given every opportunity to in-
spect each one in its every detail. The
work in each is being well done and sup-
plying a service needed sererally by the
districts from which the patients are
drawn.

Your commissioners all wish to thank
the government for the facilities placed
at their disposal in furthering the object
of the inquiry. While your instructions
were that a thorough, searching examina-
tion should be held, .it would not have
been as complete or as minute in detail
without the assistance of counsel which

having been provided, the work was faith-
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$1,502.61 and from the dominion govern-,

side the province there could be deducted-
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fully performed. The visits of the chief
justice, the chairman of the commission,
enabled him and those. associated with
him to compare the efficiency of the svork
here with that in other cities, and materi-
ally aided your commisisoners in reaching
the conclusions at which they have ar-
rived.

(Sgd.) W. H. TUCK, Chairman.
(Sgd.) JOSEPH LEE,
(Sed.) F. J. G- KNOWLTON.

A QUEER BARGAIN.

Will and Alice were eoming down from
the garret, whore they had been spreading
f cthly gathered hebs to dry. "'Whist!"
said Will, softly, “there’s company in the
patlor.” He pointed to a haton the hat-
rack in the hall,

«'Tisn’t the minister,” said Alice, ‘‘he
never wears a soft hat.”

«Nor the doctor,” said Will, the hat’s
too eporty looking.”

Visitors to the farm, who were enter-
tained in the best parlor were a rare lux-
ury. “I bet it's an agent,” said Alice.
They sat down on the top step of the stair.
Their little mother crossed from the sitting
room into the parlor, but she did not notice
ihe children. ‘‘Well, mother,” they heard
father say cheerily, *‘what do you think of
the machine?”

““Jt’s perfect,” said the mother with a
happy little sigh. “But I don’t think that
we can afford to buy it, James.”

““Sewing machine agent,” = whispered
Will to Alice, “Let's stay here. No
harm in listening to an old agent, and
1 don’t want to go down to the parlor.”

“Well, it s just this way,” their father
was saying. ““This young man and I have
been all over the place to see if there's any-
thing in the way of live stock that he’d be
willing to take as pay for the machine. We
told him we hadn’t the money just now.
There's just one offer he’s willing to make
me. He'll take the old machine and the
little brown Alderney and nothing to boot.”

Will and Alice lookel at'eana other in

dismay. i
“Not the children’s cow!” gaid the mo-
ther : '

the children when she was a oalf, how
they had always fed and cared for her and
milked . her and sold the milk to me, and
were saving the money for their education.
Baut he doesn’t seem to fanoy anything bul
her. She is a very valuable cow.”

“I gsuggested to your husband that he
could give the children one of the other
oows,” eaid the agent, smoothly.

«1'd like to kick him,” whispered Will,
savagely. -

“Well, you see,” their father replied,
‘we could hardly afford to do that now. A
little later we might. I want you to have
that machine, mother; it will save you lots
of trouble. What do you think?”

“T couldn’t bear to have the children give
up the cow,” said the mother. ‘They
have grown so fond of her, and are making
80 many plans about the money. No, I
wouldn’t for the world even have them
know that you had suggested such a thing.”

The children looked at each other gnilt-
ily.

*“The machine would be a help,” said the
mother, regretfully, ‘‘but I guess we’ll have
to wait.” :

“That settles it, then,” said the father.
“I'm sorry I haven’t the money. May be
if you came around in the fall after'all the
crops were in we could make a bargain.”

Will and Alice stole softly through the
bedrooms and down the back stairs. “It’s
got to go, Will!” said Alice, s:tting her
teeth hard, to keep frcm crying.

«“Mother works awful hard,” said Will,
turning his head away so that Alice could
not ses how his lips quivered. They stole
out to the barn. The Alderney was in her
stall, for it was late in the afternoon, Will
spied his father’s express wagon already
harnessed to the bay mare. *‘Qaick,
Alice,” he cried, “wec’ll present the ma.
chine to mother ourselves in grand style,
and that won’t make it quite so hard to
part with e¢ur cow. I'll drive in the ex-
press wagon down to the end of omr private
road; I'll go across lots, and they won't no-
tice me from tha front of the house while
they are putting the machine on the wagon.
You lead the cow through the grove and
meet me there. We'll make the bargain
with the agent, load the machine on our
wagon and bring it home to mother.”

He loosed the cow from the stable, put a
halter on her with a loug rope, so that the
agent could lead her behind the wagon.
His fingers trembled with eage:ness, and he
patted the cow lovingly.

All the way through the grove Alice
talked to the cow, telling her that if mother
hadn’t made her so many pretty dresses and
been 80 good to her she would never send
her away; never, never!

The agent had been gone from the house
some few minutes, when Ben, the hired
man, came runni:§ in, looking very much
frightened. *‘Where's the Alderney?” he
eried. 2

“In the stable,” replied Mr. Ross.

“No ’taint, nor nary sign of the express
wagon, nor mare!”

“Why, I was all ready to go to the mill
when an agent came along, so I just hitched
them to the barnyard gate.”

«Wal, I came up from the lower medder
an’ the minute I went into the barn I missed
the Alderney. Then I didn't see the bay
mare nor ths wagon.”  All three were hur-
rying toward the barn.

«“Where are the children?” asked Mr,
Ross.

“They went over to the burnt woods
after boneset, and haven't come back,” said
Mrs. Ross.

At that moment they heard the sound of
wheels, and turned quickly to see who was
coming. There sat the children, boldly
riding back in the stolen express wagon.
¢« Hi,” shouted Will.

“We have a present for the beat little
mother that ever lived. Come on, Ben,
and help me unload this sewing machine.”
t Alize sprang out of the wagon and ran

“Yes, I told him how I had given her to |

to her mother. “We sold the cow tot
agent. He's coming for the old machine ,
morrow.”

“Oh, children,” gasped the little mothe-
¢:And you thought so much of that cow i I

Next morning the agent came back fc'*
the old machine. He was leading the Al
derney cow behind his wagon. ‘‘} want t
seo if I can't make another bargain wit!
you, Mr. Ross,” the agent said. ““Thi
cow, being a pet, ain’t so valuable a3 if sht

all the way home last night, making me feel
ridiculous as I went through the village, '
and so far she’s kicked over every drop of
miik. What about those young pigs?”’

Of course it ended in mother having the
machine and the children having the cow.
But, to this day, Alice cannot determine
whether the agent really didn’t want the
cow, or whether he had a kind heart and
brought it back because he saw how much
she and Will wanted it.—[Hugh Roberts in
Ohio State Journal.

Wanted : cood hustling

Agents in every unrepresented
district to sell The Dalily
Telegraph. Here is a
chance for wide awake boys
to make some money.

e

Write for particulars to

Telegraph Pab. Go.,

St. John, N. B._ |

8.
for

To Lumbermer ..
and othel

the
.
The Cushing Sulphite Fibre .
Ltd, of St. John, N. B, are open
to contract with Lumbermen and
others for a supply of

Spruce Pulp Wood

for deliver next spring in large or

<%

small quantities. Apply to

MR.JAMES BEVERIDGE,
St. John, N. B,, or to the
Company at Fairville, N. B.

HAMS, |

Sugar Cured, Fine Flnﬁ

Mess Pork, Plate Beef,
Butter Tubs, . Baskets.

One car Granulated Sugar land-
ing; price low.

JAMES COLLINS,
208 and 210 Union 8treet,
. St. John, N, B.

NOTICE TO_TAXPAYERS.

The undersigned ratepayers of the parish
of Musquash, school district No. 6, Prince
of Wales, in the county of St. John, are here-
by required to pay to the undersigned the
amount set opposite his name, together with
the cost of this advertisement, within two
monhs from this date, otherwise the reai
estate will be sold or other proceedings taken
for recovery of same: T. K. Donnelly, $62.72;
Samuel Hayward, est., $31.49; John Donnelly,
$5.06; Robert Donnelly, $3.80; Moss Peat Co.,
24757;36; John McGuiggan, 2.86; James Kelly,

.

Prince of Wales, dated June 27th, 1902.

G. C. McHARG, Sec. to Trustees.
7-2-2m-w.

Fredericton“‘?"g

Busine.us College
g DOES NOT CLOSE :
¢l

7% During the Summer Months. You
may enter at any time. TEACHERS
should take advantage of our Sum-
mer Session.

Year Book containing full particu-
lars on application.

—ADDRESS—

W. ). OSBORNE, -

Principal. §
z Fredericton, N. B.
SN NN TNOPRUAN, N FN

On and after SUNDAY, Jume 15, 1902, tralx J
ml‘ run daily (Sunday ~exvepted), s fol

TRAINS LEAVE ST. JOHN.
No. 2—Express Camp-
bellton.. .. .. torﬂ‘mtumd ....... ? . 1.60
No. 136, 138 and 166—~Suburban train for

Hampton .. .. .. ....13.15, 18.16 and 22.40
No. 2%—Express for Point du Chene,

Halifax and PIMon .. .. .. .. e ssees 12.00
No. 8—EXpress for Sussex.. .. .. .. ...-17.10
No. 4—Express for Quebec and Montreal.19.30

No. 10—Express for Halifax and Sydney.23.28

TRAINS ARRIVIE AT ST. JOHN.

No. 89—Express from Ha) . 6.30
No. 7—Express from sﬂl}';:i n.nd .sffnf?- 9.00

l\%ac&-ExDreea trom Montreal and Que-

g M o L IR ok
from Hampton .. .... 732:1?5% E:‘ll 22.00
No. 25—Hxprees from Halifax and Pictou.17.%
No. 1—Express from Halifax .. .. .. -+-19- ¢
urday

No. 81—Express from il
e e,
-tralns run by ‘Atl d Time;
24.00 “o’clock 1s midﬁigﬁuc Standar ;
D. POTTINGER,

General Manager.
Moncton, N. B., June 10, 1902.

GEO. CARVIL, ©. T. A.
Clty Ticket Officer
7 King Street, St. John, N. B.

Why?

Because with St. John’s cool summers our
elevated position open to the sea breehos,
our airy rooms with 21 feet ceilings and Per=
fect system of ventilation, we do not know
what hot weather is. There is theefore O
better time than just now for taking either
of our courses of study.

No vacations. s

Students can enter at any time. :

Send for Catalogue.

S. KERR & SON.

B

hadn’s been made 86 much of; she bellowed, ,




