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house as Mr. Burnett performed the leader of the New Brunswick opposi- this яуіді^уід burden besides the 
pioneer service in the way of promises tlon seams to have accepted the classl- heavy tax which was always levied on 
for the next term of parliament. Be- fio&tkm without disapproval. * toibaoco before Mr. Fiéfldtog reformed
cause, whatever vtows Mr. Burnett 8. D. S. the tariff,
may entertain, the opinion on the con­
servative side is that the ministers 
now in power will have very little to 
do with the direction of affairs after 
the next election. But It is comfort­
able to know that at least one liberal 
does not agree with his leaders to- 
claiming that ati the pledgee have been 
kept.
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OTTAWA LETTER.
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■_frld Xaurler’s be Boit 
wuMrid Laurier tern, 
weed to imperial federation 
body else. In proof of this they re­
fer to the conference of premiere held 
to tbe jubilee year. At that conference 
the motion was made:

“Resolved, That the prime ministers 
here assembled are of the opinion the* 
-the present poetical relatione be­
tween the United Kingdom and the 
seat-governing colonies are generally 
satisfactory under the existing condl-

This resolution was carried by the 
following vote:

Teas—bourier, Canada; BeM, New 
South Wales; Turner, Victoria; Nel­
son, Queensland; Sprigg, Cape Colony; 
Kingston, South Australia; WtibewAy, 
Newfoundland; Forrest, west Aus­
tralia; Bsoombe, Natal.

Nays—Seddon, New Zealand; Brad- 
don, Tasmania.

w that Sir 
ІУ op- 
« any-

•vm

Ще Canadian Cow Greater Than 
the Canadian Gold Mine.

an imperial 
vested with the responsibility of tax­
ing the colony for imperial purposes, 
not even for defence. The position he 
has taken Is that for the present and 
some time in the future the colonial 
contributions to imperial defence 
should he voluntary and should be 
regulated as to time, place and man­
ner by the colonies themselves.

At the same time, as we know from 
what happened last year, Sir Charles 
has favored and now favors the par­
ticipation of the colonies in Imperial 
defence. He was prompt In urging 
the offer of troops for Africa, and has 
stated that lie would have been glad 
to have had Canada pay the whole 
cost of her contingents while they arc 
In the field. He does not believe that 
it would be right for Canada to hand 
over to an imperial body the control 
of Canttdaian taxation, or to yield our 
local autonomy. It will be. rememlier- 
ed that the prime doctrine of- the Im­
perial federation league was that the 
colonies should control their own local 
affairs. The lime may come when the 
self-governing volumes can organize 
an imperial body with the mother 
country which might have some execu­
tive and legislative authority. At 
present Australia is a group of pro­
vinces and South Africa is disorgan­
ized. *

nt should beOfMr, Unlock as
Publie Works Versus Meloek

tlonOTTAWA, April 21.—The five great Mr. Henderson suggests that the 
sp-.tiding departments at present are m*nleter who promised to retire in five 
the public works, the railways, the In- У«»гз if he didn't carry out his pro­

misee was in a "parlous state,” but 
Mar. Cochrane, toterupting, declared 
the* “the promise would be carried 
out/’ "Whatever doubt other 
hero may express, Mr. Henderson in­
vites the loyal electors of Holton to 
pronounce on his judgment- that Can­
ada should obtain from Britain a pre­
ference for preference. or else with­
draw our own. He be willing to pay 
for the defence of the empire by

to defend the Empire. He is 
tb contribute treasure and the 

blood of Canadians if that shall be 
necessary. But he asks that in a 
business arrangement the concession 
rirotrtd be mutual,, and insists that it 
England treats her colonies as She 
does foreign countries to the matter 
of trade, she does not expect the 
Colonies to treat England la a differ­
ent way from "foreign countries. The 
same rule which binds the British peo­
ple to give no preference tb the col- 
erri-es binds them to expect no prefer­
ence from the colonies.

One preference at least our govern- 
rrent might fairly ask, the removal of 
the embargo from our cattle. If Eng­
land does not feel free to give up free 
trade for the sake of the colonies, she 
might give up protection for the sake 
of the colonies. Every Canadian knows 
that the exclusion of Canadian cattle 
from the English live cattle market is 
not to protect English herds from dis­
ease, but from competition, and Mr. 
Henderson datais that in this jubilee 
У-ear a free trade country might," on 
free trade principles, adopt free trade 
with Canada to live cattle as a return 
for our preference. Even a Cobden 
club medalist ought to be free to -ad­
vocate this reciprocity. At all events, 
Mr. Henderson, who is willing to make 
any sacrifice for the Empire, declares 
thlat the strength of the Empire de­
mands the progress of Canada. . He 
takes the responsibility of urging that 
effect toe given to Rudyard Kipling’s 
suggestion that if "the gates are mine 
to open,” the gates are also “mine to 
close.”

Mr. Blair Reminded of the Days When Me 
Led People toiBelleve Be was »,Liberal 
Conservative—Made Richer by the Fever 
of J. Israel Tarte.

terior, the militia and the post office. 
After them come the marine 
fisheries, 
mounted police.
house has been discussing the budget,

. . __ which is or ought to be a statement
The interesting device whereby MX. tbe financial operations of the gov- 

Mulook is gaining information of. the eminent as a whole and of [the v*ri- 
needs otf tbe country was mentioned m OU8 departments. But not one of thesp 
the despatches. Mail carriers, letter departments has yet brought down a 
carriers, and small contractors gen- report bf the operation of the year 
orally, in the poet office department that ende{s last June. The house has 
find Mr. Mulock a pretty close-fisted ■ y,egn asjjed to vote supply for the year 
minister. It is said that the big rati- beginning next July without knowing 
ways who carry rnaHs for him, and і Wj,at was done with the money voted 
(the transportation companies in the 
west and the Yukon, have no reason

penitentiaries, the 
For a month the

the
mem-

ШOTTAWA, April 20.—Elve budget 
speeches were made yesterday, two in 
French and three in Er.gllrti. Mr. 
Davis filled in the afternoon with a 
"wild and woolly” discussion after his 
kind, Mr. Davis being rather rude in 
speech and also in knowledge. To­
wards the beginning, of his address he 
offered some reflections upon Mr. 
Bavin's business relations, which led 
the latter to suggest that the course 
was not conducive to proper debate cr 
to the рейсе of toted o* gentlemen on 
tbe treasury tenches. "Shall we go 
into your private business?” asked Mr. 
Bavin. "Shall I, for instance, inquire 
into the private business of the «toils-» 
ter c.f the interior and go Into the 
stat.-ment made to me that a man has 
gone into a bank in tide town and 
placed to the credit of the minister 
$40,000 and marched out? Am I going 
to go into the private conduct of the 
minister of militia and defence? Am 
I going to drag his conduct before the 
public which I would be justified in 
doing on the principle that" justified 
that man's conduct? Am I going to 
drag the conduct of tints same gentle­
man, МГ. Davis, before the public as 
to the way by which he got whatever 
means he has? Am I to take the op» 
portunity of going into these things? 
If so I vlli drag from the lurking 
places where they now hide men who 
dare rot for one moment stand before 
parliament, once the light of day Is let 
in on their conduct.”

Mr. CaagraJn, the accomplished ex- 
a ttoi ney general of Quebec, followed 
Mr. Davis in French, and administered 
a dignified rebuke, calling the atten­
tion of Mr. Chariton to his wander­
ings and impertinent observations. 
Mr. Chariton would obtain additional 
argument in favor of hie scheme of 
closure from Mr. Davis’ conduct. Mr. 
Casgrain himself in в speech of an 
hour and a half covered very, success­
fully eihI effectively the legitimate 
ground for budget discussion. 
Turcotte, on the ci her side, spoke in 
the same language at a ‘reasonable 
length. His French is not easy to fol­
low by an English ear, but he is a 
rather witty man and an agreeable 
speaker.

The two dissenting premiers were lit 
favor of imperial federation in some 
■feft-m. The _ Laurier organs say that 
though the' proceedings were private it 
Is well known that the premier of 
Canada brought in the resolution op­
posing any changes In the organiza­
tion of the empire. If Sir Charles 
Tupper had been one of the pre­
miers he would very probably have 
voted with the minority In favor of 
some form of closer organization, 
though he_ certainly would not have 
advocated 'such' a parliament as that 
which he and Chamberlain now op­
pose. He would then do as he did be­
fore and has done since, have advo­
cated n closer commercial relation on 
a basis of mutual advantage, holding 
that in this case, as in all others where 
nations liavv come together on any-

as-ms <

m
for the same department two years 

, ago. This is simply a scandal. The 
to complain. He is hot nngeeeroiM : pke cj jt bas not been seen since the 
with the rich, contractor. While be 
has shaved down the man with the 
stage wagon to some 25 cents for a ten 
mile trip, the aUowanoe of $125 a mile ■
a year to the C. P. R. and Grand Trunk j The heeds of two of these dépàrt-

: ments are out of the country. The 
’ head of the militia department might 
almost as well be away, considering the 
amount which he does npt know when 
he is present. The postmaster gen­
eral puts in a fleeting appearance oc­
casionally, but though he has Mr. 
Tarte’s department in addition to his 
own, he is seldom in his place to an­
swer questions. When Mr. Tarte was 
in Ottawa he was pretty regular in

mmunion of the colonies. Undoubtedly 
this is the poorest business adminis­
tration that Canada has yet seen.

companies goes bravely on.

But Mr. Mulock recognizes that as 
acting minister of public works he 
has gorgeous tradtoons to maintain.
Mr. Tarte has Invited the people to 
wait till they see ue next year, and 
Mr. Mulock is no* allowing himself to 
obscure the vision. Consequently he 
issued Ms remarkable call to the fa­
vored members supporting the govern­
ment, asking them to name what they 
wanted for the supplementary esti­
mates. This call for tenders has never 
been made before and the chances 
are that the experiment will not be 
repeated. One member has sent in 
a score of applications "covering a few 
hundred thousand dollars, and if the 
rush keep up, Mir. Fielding will require 
about four surpluses such as he has 
now to meet the demands. ) One can 
easily foresee the result. The mem­
ber of parliament is made happy by 
the request to ask for what he wants, 
even to the extent of the half of Mr.
Mulock’s kingdom. He is not going 
to be mean about it, so he writes to 
his friends at home to assist him with 
suggestions. The Ingenuity of all the 
party advisers in a constituency is put 
to the test. They are invited if they
don’t see what they want 6» ask for , The à lg an oId story> but Mr. 
it to the end Mr. Mabel.finds Mm- Henderson of Halton renewed the in- 
,Tlf with somebMng less than a mU- і yesterday by an exceedingly
lion dollars to spend and applteations ; f discussion chiefly from the
f large that Ms assets are not good farnfor.g point of view. He brought 
for more than five cento on the dollar deal of original
Xі, Г“.SSI, • «« «r.a XV., r,u,„y v,g.T,

, , . . jf __ and aggressive. It does not strike Mr.Wharves that were invented, buildings TT . ... ...... „„..... bo_.« . ____ .__ __л ~ , Henderson that the government has
that done much in the way of redueng thethat suddenly burst onthe, enraptured farmer. The additional
vision of шалу* a neglected district are ... .. . ftn. +ûr,lb Qafree list, which is not one-tenth asswept away, and the Inara outlines or . ,, . , л-, - ч»,
the old familiar landscape are left. Iarge , ,
The last state of the constituency is ter in, is of ”° ь.^1 ®n° .nn tTet is’pfure1^ * Prrferential trade argu-

except those who buy corn, and they, ment, and it was to hie advantage and
according to Mr. Henderson, are not that of his constituents that it should 
farmers at all. He insists that the be circulated in their own language, 
average agriculturist is not made hap- But when lie was called upon there 
pier or more comfortable by the ad- was only one French speaking mem- 

| ‘mission of mushroom spawn to the ;Ьзг in the house except himself and 
I free list, even though that is the raw Mr. Semple had put Mm to sleep. The 
! material for mushrooms. friendly hand of 'the minister of fin­

ance sought Sir Henri Joly's ribs end 
brought hyn (bock to consciousness, 
and bo a Sense of the awful responsi­
bility that rested upon him as a com­
plete audience. Mr. Monk wanted to 
postpone the speech until Monday, 
when some Frenchmen might be there 
to hear it. There are only seven on 
his side of the house, and most of 
them had gone home, not supposing 
that Mr. Monk would speak, and de­
siring to spend Sunday in the bosom 
Of their families. But Mr. Fielding 
was obdurate and Mr. Monk was fain 
to make the most of the situation. 
Somebody found Sir Adolphe Caron 
and Mr. Casgrain before Mr. Monk had 
got far along with his argument. TMs 
was fortunate, because even a good 
speaker like Mr. Monk cannot keep Sir 
Henri awake after 9 o'clock in the 
evening. Only a lady or a dinner 
party can dk> that. The solicitor gen­
eral, who knows French, and Mr. Fos­
ter, who follows it when it does not 
go too fast, the Hansard man and Mr. 
Vanasse in the press gallery, gave 
Mr. Monk moral support. The Speaker 
looked grave, wondered whetner there 
was any departure in the rules of or­
der, and longed far Deputy Speaker 
Brodeur.

ЖProbably Sir Charles Tupper would 
favor the establishment of an imperial 
council for purposes of conference and thins else than a military basis, corn- 
advice, a council which would discuss

'

mercial and business relations come 
first and political organization certes 
after.

and settle upon a general plan of ac­
tion, leaving the colonies free to act, 
but providing a line in which all can 
act in harmony. In regard to South 
Africa the colonies have acted har­
moniously, as all were actuated by 
the same impulse, and the colonial 
secretary gave certain directions and 
uniformity to the course of action. 
After the first offer of troops from the 
Australian colonics the other colonies 
in the south and Canada (last of all, 
because the premier held the dominion 
back) followed the example, and so 
there was what amounted to united 
action.

I his attendance but very unreliable in 
! his statements. Sir Richard was usu- 
" ally present in the afternoons, but no­

body ever thought of asking him any­
thing. Mr. Tarte in Canada gives his 
attention to "business is business” 
queutions, such as the bargain wtih 
Mr. Connors. The rest of his time he 
devotes to an appeal to the people Of 
Quebec to stand by him in resisting 
the bigotry of the "Orangists.” Mr. 
Tarte’s favorite work is "the call to 
the unconverted,” and Sir Richard' 
Cartwright's is "the saints everlasting 
rest.” But now they are both gone 
and Mr. Sifton has departed, and there 
was no sadness of farewell when he 
embarked. Everything about the" 
house, except the budget debate, stag­
nates.

The burning of Sir Wilfrid Laurier 
in eiiigy is another of thofe boyish 
proceedings which do not serve any 
useful purpose. Sir Wilfrid can afford ’ 
to be burned in- effigy every day of the 
week. The a<4 is. however, the result 
of a feeling that an injustice Is, pro­
posed. It is hard to see why in a 
small community like ours, where the 
regular forces are so few, there should 
be a necessity of disfranchising them. 
We have a few hundred mounted 
policemen in the w*est and a few hun­
dred regulars in the east. Many of 
them are drawn from among the best 
and most intelligent people in the 
country. They are serving a short 
term and will soon he absorbed into 
the community of citizens, 
meantime they have as much interest 
as anyone else in securing good gov­
ernment for Canada. They are per­
haps the heaviest tax payera we have, 
since they are giving all their time to 
the service of the country, and only 
receiving a mere subsistence. Natur­
ally they do not feel that they ought 
tc he deprived of their citizenship.

On the contrary it is a question 
whether those soldiers of curs who 
are now in South Africa and who, be­
cause they are serving their country 
abroad may not be able to be at the 
polls at the next election, should net 
in some way be allowed to participate 
by voting where thev are and sending 
their votes home. It is true that the 
practical difficulties are gredt and 
there might be a delay which v.nuld 
leave the result in some constituencies 
long uncertain. But as a question of 
right these young men have as good a 
claim for the exercise of their fran­
chise in tbe community to which they 
belong as if they were not risking 
their lives for the defence of the em­
pire, These practical difficulties do 
not exist in regard to the soldiers at 
home, and there seems to be no sound 
reason why the government or par­
liament should erase the names of 
the country’s defenders from the roll 
of the country’s citizens.

The death of Dr. Haley, M. P. for 
Hants, which took place at an early 
hour this morning, has caused a feel­
ing of gloom on Parliament llill. Dr. 
Haley was one of the quiet members 
of the house. He took absolutely no 
part in the general debate, but occa­
sionally was heard in the committees. 
Personally he was one of the most 
genial and kindly of men, making no 
enemies and having a large circle of 
friends in both parties. Such men an; 
often more missed in the house than 
those whose names appear more often 
In the papers.

['!
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This was a question in which it was 
easy for the colonies to act in accord. 
The next problem might be one offer­
ing a larger range of opinion. Tr. 
such a case it would probably be found 

Mr. McMullen has been saturated us€ful fcr the representatives of the 
with a speech, but he refused to toe I various colonies to unite in conference

and draw up a plan of action. Al­
ready such conferences have been 
held, notably the one in Ottawa, which 
passed the resolution in favor of im­
perial preferential trade. Sc far the 
colonies and the empire have not car­
ried out this preferential programme, 
but Canadians have no cause of com­
plaint against the mother countrÿ or 
the other colonies on that account.

In the

squeezed at a late hour Friday even­
ing. He prefers to make the first 
speech of tile day and get a good 
report in the paper, and Mr. Semple, 
who is not much of a speaker, was 
sacrificed to that ambition. In this 
way it came about that towards 11 
o’clock in the evening it came the 
turn of Mr. Monk of Jacques Car- 
tier. Now, Mr. Monk is a Frenchman 
and a conservative, and had a desire 
to make his argument in French. It

Mr. і

Mr. McLcrcn of Perth is well known 
a® the leading Canadian operator in 
butter and cheese. Hïs own special 
brand of Imperial cheese Is known in 
all households, and he has made- a 
competence as a dealer in dairy pro­
ducts. Mr. McLaren is one of the most 
retiring members of the house. But 
last right in a speech of considerable 
length he discussed, with the famili­
arity of an expert, the Canadian prob­
lems connected with the dairy indus­
try. Mr. McLaren believes that Can­
ada will in ten years export twenty 
million dollars’ worth of butter and 
fifty million of ail dairy produce. He 
sees great possibilities fcr the ship­
ment of condensed milk and of eggs. 
He knows no reason why the example 
of his own county of Perth should not 
be followed ell over Canada. It was 
Perth which produced the monster 
cheese of the Chicago exhibition, and 
Mi-. McLaren had a good deal to do 
with that enterprise. He holds that 
the Canadian cow "is a greater insti­
tution than the Canadian gold mines, 
or anything else Canadian, and strong­
ly urges the people In public life to 
place more reliance upon her virtues. 
As he expresses it himself, ihe Can­
adian people have only tc press the 
button and she will do the rest. The 
departure of such .men as Mr. Dillon 
and other dairy experts who have been 
called away le New Zealand to teach 
our rivals how to produce butter end 
cber-se for the- English market fills Mir. 
McLaren with regret. He thinks tt 
would toe letter to keep them at home 
or to send some of them to England to 
show the British purctoeners how good 
an article we can send them. Inci­
dentally he observes that it would 
have been better far the government 
to have eent experts to take charge 
of the exhibit at Paris then tr, entrust 
the werk to party hacks.

Of course Mr. McLaren is in favor 
of preferential trade, with, a prefer­
ence both ways. He sees in it im­
merse possibilities for the Canadian 
dairy induetry. As yet we are only on 
the fringe of the British market. The 
great possibilities are all before us. 
If only some inducement were held 
out in England for Ihe purchase of 
Canadian butter and cheese In prefer­
ence to the products of the United 
States, Denmark, Switzerland, France 
and other competing countries, the 
cheese and butter industries In this 
country would go forward by leaps 
and bounds. From the same causes 
the production c-f bacon and other heg 
products and of beef would be im­
mensely stimulated. Mr. McLaren is 
not impressed with the wisdom of im­
porting United States corn free of 
duty. He does not r-oommend corn 
fed i-ork and prefers to stimulate the 
production of coarse grain in Canada, 
rather than the surrender of the Can­
adian market to the United States 
with no reciprocity.

6
because, it was a Canadian premier 
who threw the weight of this domin 
ion into the balance against it.

I#:
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worse than the first. From constitu­
ency to member, and from -member to 
Mulock, the chorus of vituperation 
waxes stronger and stronger. 
MJulock will never do It any more. He 
knows better now the things that be­
long to his peace.

When Sir Charles Tupper takes the 
ground that it is not expedient to seek 
representation in the imperial parlia­
ment, and at the same time give that 
parliament the responsibility of de­
ciding what contributions Canada shall 
make to the empire, he is not only 
following the same doctrine that he 
always taught, but is In complete ac­
cord with Mr. Chamberlain, who is 
himself a strong advocate of imperial 
organization. On the third day of 
April Mr. Chamberlain, speaking in 
the imperial parliament on a motion 
in favor of the colonial representa­
tion in the imperial parliament, said:

“As soon ■ as we alter the con­
stitution of this parliament, and give 
to every self-governing colony repre­
sentation proportionate with the 
population, what is the new parliament 
to do ? What is to be its attitude to­
wards the colonies ? 
tiieut the colonies would consider that 
an enormous change was made if in 
return for proportionate representa­
tion we Should undertake to legislate 
for them. The idea is absurd. It is 
not in that way that the federation, of 
the Empire is to be accomplished. 
* * * * Hon. members have dwelt 
upon the principle that there shall be 
no taxation without representation. 
But wfli not the toon, membeps admit 
the reverse of that and say that 
there can be no representation with­
out taxation. They could not for 
many years be anything tout a min­
ority In this house, and if 
we are to have the right 
to tax the colonies in return for re­
presentation, I think the proposal 
Should come to us from them.”

But Mr. Chamberlain gave abundant 
reasons for supposing that such a 
proposal would not come, and Ms 
whole argument is precisely the same 
es that .node, by Sir Charles Tupper 
at Quebec. Mr. Chamberlain was not 
appealing particularly to any French 
speaking community, and Sir diaries 
Tupper was speaking simply as one 
who, like Mr. Chamberlain, takes a 
thoughtful view of the situation. 
Whether the view is right or wrong, 
it Us the one that Sir Charles Tupper 
has ever held so far as is remembered 
here. The only members of the Can­
adian parliament who have yet insist­
ed that Canada should not contribute 
to the defence of the empiré until she 
is represented in the imperial parlia­
ment or cabinet аго Mr. .Taste, Mr. 
Bourassa, Mr. Mtouet, Mr. Angers and 
the rest of the anti-imperialist party. 
We know, of course, that what they 
want ' is not imperial federation, but 
that they simply desire to stir up to 
Quebec the jealousy and a fear of Im­
perial control.

Mr.

■
A happier man is Mr. Connors of і 

Buffalo. He has -made a great fortune 
in a few months with the help of Mr. 
Tarte. Two years ago the minister of 
public works declared with, emphasis 
that no private company should own 
elevators in Montreal, 
board controlled the situation, and the 
minister of public works controlled the 
harbor board, but when Mr. Connors 
appeared on the 
a few Ontario an 
capitalists, Mr. Tarte took a sharp 
turn. Mr. Connors got all he wanted, 
the right to build elevators in Mont­
real, the franchises at Port Col- 
bome, and all the required monopoly 
privileges.

Mr. Henderson does not believe this 
is a good business government, 
does not think that it is business when 
you are negotiating with the United 
States to start out by making a free 
gidt of all the United States wants, 
leaving nothing for them to gain in 
the. transaction. He does not think it 
is business when the government 
starts nut to give a preference to 
England that all the countries of the 
world should be included, 
not regard the fast line enterprise as 
managed by Mr. Dobell to be good 
business. He does nut sec the busi­
ness "quality of a ministry which start­
ed out to abolish railway subsidies 
and wound yp by increasing the rate 
from $3,2y0 to if.,490 a mile.

He

The harbor fi'i

scene, backed up by 
id Montreal political He does

I think

Now we have the announcement that 
Mr. Connors has formed his company, 
with $4,000,000 of capital in stock and 
bonds, which ie> expected to pay large 
dividends. No lees than $1,500,000 of 
tints capital goes straight to Mr. Con­
nors for the franchises and privileges 
obtained for nothing from Mr. Tarte. 
What division otf profit Mr. Connors 
may have made with those whose in­
fluence he used and whose favor be 
obtained no one knows. The stock is 
expected to be worth par or a little 
more, and Mr. Connors, after making 
his divisions, will carry off to Buffalo 
the remainder of the million and a 
half which is the cash value of the 
concession Obtained from the govern­
ment. One would have supposed that 
if this million and a half were the 
value of the franchises, the govern­
ment itself might have held it as an 
asset or as a share in the business. 
Mr. Tarte thought so himself two 
years ago. His opinion at that time 
was that this asset should be kept for 
the people. His change of mind is 
worth a million and a half to some one, 
we shall not know whom until after 
the ejections. The campaign fund may 
hear from the transaction.

As to pledges he finds some incon­
sistency in the ministers who prom­
ised free coal and free iron in Mont­
real, free cotton and free oil to the 
maritime provinces, free farm imple­
ments to the Northwest, and free trade 
as it is in England to Ontario. But 
he finds a certain consistency in the 
fact that all the pledges are violated 
without regard to locality.

As to the claim that the high price 
of binder twine is due to the cost of 
raw material, Mr. Henderson observed 
that the cost of raw material and 
labor on a pound of binder twine last 
year was less than seven cents, while 
the farmer was required to pay four­
teen. He finds further argument in 
the fact that the binder twine com­
pany of Brantford divides 100 per cent, 
-profit. Mr. Henderson cannot see why 
the extra cost of raw material should 
pile up thç profits of the company that 
had to buy it. 1

’.1

Mr. H. A. Powell of "Westmorland is 
making a considerable reputation as 
a public speaker throughout Ontario. 
He is in great demand at political 
meetings, and lias 
dressed audiences on 
subjects. A recent lecture or address 
of his at Peterboro cn the Acadlans 
seems to be greatly appreciated, and 
was reported extensively in the pres з 
of that growing city. Mr. Powell gave 
an account of the wars between the 
French and English for the posession 
of Acadia, toM the story of the ex­
pulsion, and gave an interesting ac­
count of the present condition of the 
Acadian population. He testifies that 
the French speaking people in New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia are 
among, the most moral and industri­
ous in the country, and that though 
formerly they were lees advanced in 
education and behind the Ehglish in 
their general circumstances there has 
been in the present generation a great 
intellectual and industrial revival 
among them. He attributes this re­
markable advance largely "to the col­
leges that have been established and 
to the self-sacrificing labors of a few 
leading men and particularly of the 
clergy and of the teachers. Mr. Pow­
ell reports that the Acadians of his 
county are an ambitious and progres­
sive people, who have shown a worthy 
determination iii overcoming the dis­
advantages under which their fathers 
labored. He made particular refer­
ence to St. Joseph’s college as one of 

"the potent influences for the advance­
ment of the Acadian people.

frequently ftd- 
non-politivalThe member for Jacques Cartier set 

about to show that there was nothing 
in the Canadian demand for a prefer­
ence which could to any sense be re­
garded as improper in a loyal colony. 
He 'based his argument almost whoMy 
on the report of the discussion in the 
congress of chambers of commence of 
the empire.
which Mr. Chamberlain 
when toe expressed the kindly opinion 
of the resolution from Toronto which 
is substantially the same as Sir 
Chartes Tupper’s amendment now un­
der discussion. Reading Mr. Cham­
berlain's remarks and the arguments 
of other speakers, including eminent 
British public men, commercial 
from the great centres of trade, and 
statesmen from the colonies, rendering 
all into excellent French, Mr. Monk 
showed that the ideas of Sir Charles 
resolution were at least not considered 
unworthy of attention by the best 
minds in the empire a few years ago. 
Nearly the whole time of the congress 
was given up to this discussion, which 
was serious, thorough and practical. 
"Whatever may be said now it was 
undoubtedly a practical question at 
that time, and one which was treated 

a fair .business proposition, 
the situation is different now the pre­
sent government of Canada, and Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier are mare to blame for 
it than anyone else. It was from Can­
ada the original proposition came and 
Canada makes no mistake to stand by 
it. Such at least is the opinion of 
Mr. Monk.

OTTAWA, April 25.—The opposition 
press seems to have become slightly 
excited over Sir Charles Topper’s 
speech in Quebec on the subject of col­
onial representation in the imperial 
parliament. The fact is that Sir 
Charles spoke In Quebec and Montreal 
exactly in the same sense as he has

і

I

This was the - meeting 
addressed

The member for Halton exposes the 
inwardness of the preference to Great 
Britain when he says that it was given 
on the same principle as bargain day 
snaps in a departmental store, 
the price Is advanced, or to this case 
the tariff, and the alleged reduction is 
made on the higher price. As to the 
preference which England gives us 
out of gratitude it is pointed out that 
last year we gave England a prefer­
ence of a quarter, and the year be­
fore of an eighth. Yet England bought 
less from Canada lost year than the 
year before, while buying more from 
other countries than In ’98.

They make gloves in Mr. Hender­
son’s county, and he has had occasion 
to investigate the operation of the 
preference tariff In that article. He 
finds that the duty on gloves from 
England is reduced by the preference. 
The English glove maker is only a 
finisher; nearly ail the work is done 
in France, or some other European 
country. The Canadian manufacturer 
pays a duty on his raw material, while 
the Englishman gets his partly fin­
ished material free of duty, and then 
obtains a preference not only on the 
cost of his own work, but on the cost 
of the week done to Europe.

While the government has removed 
the duty from corn and claims to have

menFirst
Mr. Blair showed some signs of in­

dignation Wednesday night when Mr. 
Davln reminded him that he once 
claimed to be a conservative. “Never,” 
said Mr. Blair, and repeated It per­
haps six times.
Davin suggested that negotiations had 
once been opened to procure for Mr. 
Blair a seat to Mr. Mackenzie Bcxwell's 
ministry, the minister of railways 
again interposed" by saying that there 
were no negotiations with hjm. There 
Is a cheerful gentlemen in St. John to 
be grieved to find himself repudiated 
in 'this abrupt (way, and Mr. Costignn 
has perhaps some cause of complaint. 
Mir. Davin might have forced Mr. 
Blair to a fuller explanation if he Lad* 
asked him whether he had not spoken 
and voted in favor of the liberal con­
servative candidate to the national 
policy election of 1878. As Mr. Blair 
on that occasion contributed his voice 
and vote in York county to the over­
throw of the Mackenzie government, 
he ought to have been a conservative. 
Of course Mr. Blair would probably" 
explain that he offset this vote by 
driving the same day to another coun­
ty to vote for a grit candidate. But

Later, when Mr.

as If If we refer to the press "ef Quebec 
we shall find that the Laurier papers 
one and all are still declaiming 
against Sir Chartes Tupper. They de- 
dare that while he talks against Can­
adian representation at Westminster, 
he is chiefly responsible for the offer 
of troops for service in Africa. They 
declare that 9tr Charles not only com­
pelled the government to send these 
soldi era, but that if he had his 
way he would have had the Canadians 
taxed to pay the whole cost of the 
expedition. They point out that Sir 
"Wilfrid Laurier end Mr. Tarte have 
saved the country from that calamity.

On the other side of the house, Mr. 
Burnett, another quiet member from 
Ontario, offered some observations. He 
made more of a party speech, espe­
cially commending (the course of the 
government, and to a rather sweeping 
way claiming that the taxation of the 
people has been greatly reduced. He 
was not very specific in this matter, 
for reasons that are obvious, nor aid 
he claim that the government had ful­
filled all its pledges. In fact, he can­
didly admitted that there were several 
tilings yet -emaining to be done, and 
mentioned among the unfinished work 
a forward movement In the direction

S. D. S.
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