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‘hevéye of the smul.can pereeive spiritual things. | = 5
£W Bo(eobver s born of the Spirit is spirit.” | o ¢
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our Savionr t0 prosent inhabitar
kingdom, that.ns man must qxpe;ieunc a natural ' spithout rotating,
#irth, to-dwell in this natural state, so he

experiéfice another birth before he can dwell in
the new state—and, moreover, that this ne
birth is eflected by the Holy Spirit. Yet thoseeach ni
ideas hre g0 contrary to all s preconceived The se
ions that he cinnot give them credence.
Jesus now proceeds to an explana
shows by an image somewhat of the
frecdom—independence -of. man; and muc
operation. “The wind bloweth where 1t listeth—
it is free—independent of man. Tt exhibit
phienonema—we hear the sound of it, and notice
itseffects. - Yet we canmotfollow it to its origin, |4
or trdce it to the end of its.course.” |
8o with the Spirit. It'is free fiom control, i ! ‘:“"’l
i independent, it moves where it pleases. We
cannot trace 1fs progress -we cannot mount
up to ite source, nor follow its entere course.
eannot even trace its first operations in the heart |
—ordiscover nll the changes wrought by it. ¥Ye
though thus mysterious in its operatisn
knowe that it works, for .we can wi
phenomenn. * The holy life—the transfor

in miod and heart.” oo
Nichodemus is still inerodulous—He under-|
stood ©hriét to teach that the naw b i
creation ot {he free Spirit ot God, w
silently, mysteriously, yot effectually
cannot bring M“mself to believe "doetrines s
new and strange. He asks ineredulously. “ Iow
canthese things be.” lits
Jesus auswers, my doctrines respecting the ! it
necessity apd cause of regeneration, and rhcl futy
operation ofshe Holy Spirit should not mee! I
with; sucly incredulity. from you. You ¢

week-of the Passover he had performed many
wonderfulsworks. Hedigd proclaimed lum;Vlf to
be the Bon'of God. [16hind purified his Father’s
honse in the presence of many witnesses, He
had also swronght.inauy miracles 1asattestation of
his claims; P :

., 'Tho'report of  thesetransaetivns had of course
heen gptcad throdghont Ferusalem: Fhe Scribes
and Pharisecs doubtless heard Gf bis purification
of thaitemple with jealous fecling sy, yet as he had
rectified an déknuwledeed abtise; no public no-
tice could bo taken of his con fu€t. ' "Awmeng the
members of the there were a few
who were not prejadiced against Jesus by the
réports inseirculation.

Nicodemus' and Joseph of Aimthen ‘seem *o
have been friends. ~ Lhiy were not naturally of
energetie dispositions, and both, especially Nico-
demus; seem*to have been deficient in decision
of charactér.” They did not wish 1o commt
themselves to any decided conrse of canduct § 2o
it.would seem they agreed between themselves
that ‘one of them should search out'Jesus, to
discoverif possibla the design of his conduet,
and the ¢laracter of His teachings. -

Nicodemus camé to Jesus by nig.t,
this season, because he could then converse. with
Fesus) ‘withiout danger of interruption, and be-
¢ause’his coniing at such atime would not expose
bhim to contempt or dangar from bis comparions
in office.

Hig thoughts “had been dircoted towards the
kingdom, which the prophécies of the-Old Tes-
tament and the' preaching ' of John the' Baptist
had/led him- to. believe: was row at hand. He
belicved that this kingdony was to be extertial
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the countless songs which are written in every
age, but few are preserved. “Those which do
not express a people's teelings, or which, ex
g them, do not utter them in fitting lan-
re cast -away ; while those which ex-
s their fee’ings in worthy language, are ac-
I and preserved. A great song 1s there-
fore the voice of the mation when it speaks as
man its truest and deepest feelings, and as
aver arouses the heart of the listener—cre-
in effect corresponding with its cause. Nor
ts influence end with the occasion which
awn it forth. A great song lives as long
nation, to remind 1t of the past, to ani-
he fature, and to stir up ths nation-
ong as patrivtism remains.
These great songs which thus live are the
nd marks of a people’s progriss, the lights
ich glitter far back along the pathf which has
en traversed, the history, not of Kings and
ment,but cf the People ; from whom Kings
nd Parliaments draw their only authority, and
for whom alone they rule. By means of these
we can best tell wlat they have done and suffered.
No history can tell us of that deep rooted love
me, that intense yearning after its peaceful
ich 1s inborn in the Eeart of all the An-
on race as do the songs of Home Sweet
or Auld Lang Syne. No story can tell
rvent was the protest of loyalty against

alty or rebellion of a certain age in
English History as does -the thrilling anthem
«(God save the King.”” No description, however,
vivid, can tell us with what implacable venge-
ance a down trodden people rose up from ages
of oppression, to hurl back vpon these tyrants

a

| mat
|
|
|

chotus of the “ Marsellaise.”
Every nation has songs which show what have
been its most powerful and most sacred thoughts,
and which like those that have been mentioned,
« Now melt into sorrow. now madden to crime V!
He was sherefore a profound thinker who ut-
tered that memorable (though dreadfully hack-
nied expression) “ Give me the making of a na-

The immediate causes of these songs ave

rets, with such an eccéntricity, that all bar. | 8008.
ith each other and move on without|in action, and mighty in suffering, She must
he danger and scarcely the possihility -of ‘an endure the cross, if she would. wear the crown.

¥- A people must have strong pride and patriot-
Iy, there is evidence of design in the dired- | jsm, ~That self«
n which the planets were originally projected. | an individual is noble in a people.
r butsiacad off from the sun in a perpen- | pecessary that a nation look upon herself a8
Jivection, they must have rushed lawlessly | greater than o*hets more heroic, more favored of
ving exhausted the projecting force | hogyen—more free, more beautiful or happy—
in some worthy way superior to her neighbours.
In regarding her past acts and present state
there must be an intensity of pride and love
which no ciroumstances can destroy. This cons
sciousness of superiority is the source of a spirit
which disdains anything like submission.

Nor must the necessity of religious feeling be
brotuberance in the vieinity of the |overlooked. Whatever the religion be, whethar
ich permanent rotation depends, | spiritual or material, it must be strougly associ-
larity which is in great part, cor« | taed with the national life.
tion itself. We find satellites re- | cite, rebuke, restrain, threaten, and terrify. It
and planets around a|must give the consciousness of supernatnral
| central body, with the most perfect regularity. agency. ' By this feeling mtn looks up and be-
of attraction and a force of pro- |o|ds his nation connected by in¥isible ties with
1ch proportionsas to produce that form | yr.0ven in unity with the Celestial world and
thus invincible.
The working of these causes may be illustras
ted by any nation, but especially by the Greeks,
the supreme people in all that relates to the ins

neration.

ortion to the cube of the distance | whether long or short—upon which she can look
Henee | back with pride. There must be a past on which
motion of the body inereases in rapidity.\ The | great deeds have been done and mighty men
acquired prevents it from fall-| have  striven; and ‘heroes stalked across the
o 'the sun and earriés it on in its course, As|stage, or f this be sbsent, there must be a past
recodes from the sun the centrifugal power | of suffering, in which the tyrant ﬁrevailad, where
s on the centripetal, until it arrives at the | the seene was dark and the low voice of wailing
of its orbit farthest removed from the suw, | could alone be heard. Better still if there be
% | great suffering, and  great action combined—

tion is less the plannet would tush | when the people had been erushed by oppres-
oto spac- ; where the centrifugal force less, | sion, and where, their own heroic deeds had deli~
vered them: A

L obo weak is miserabla
T "'

agg-easily aupplf,h have lived for agesin
stch an inclination to the orbits of other [ease and sloth—cannot have @ single national
To obtain this—a nation must be mighty

whinh is

ellect.

of their heroes

men came out of every Greek town in every ge-
: ¢ Y In that memorable ten year's agony
RS, T pawes universally recog-|a.ound the wills of Troy they performed deeds
v It is the oytburst of strong and | 4.\ will be remembered while the world exists,
sep feeling, whatever may be its nature. Out|;, the marvellous Homerie luys.

To sing of the great old houses
And fights fought long ago !

Nemesis, and fearful retributions,

yield even to

and poetic feeling.

heart as long as the nation existed.

s | which seem necessary in every case, the exist-
I | ence of which is~ always shown by the songs of

I In the first placc a noble origin is imperative.
e | The b rth of the nation must be one of digoity,

cx | or else, the mists of time must shroud it from

{ view and give it the imposing veil of secrecy.
e ‘ For the Lyric muse is too stately to endure obs
| scurity.  When she favors a nation, rather than
aceept the disgrace of & lowly origin, she will

{ 5 one sits down at her feast with-

{ mythologr.
| out the wedding garment.
The #ation must have had a career, & pasi—

| fected ;

nifestéd.

It must by turns ex-

We find the origin of the Greeks as a wiole or
inparts, when known, possessed of dignity and
when unknown glothed in impressive mythology.
That their performances were of the highest
order is proved by the fact that their deeds are
ag fami'iar to us now as our own, and the names
ate houwschold worde,

We find great suffering among them. In lis-
tening to those very songs of theirs which have
been shown to be the history of a nations feel
ings we find the Lyric muse constantly turning
away from gods, or festivals, or heroes :—

¢ with mournful voice and low

Fatheiﬂssaglia on the Roman Question

1 send herewith a copious lnllilin of Father
Passaglia’s recent work on the Roman Question :
“ Who does not see.(Father Passaglia observes)
that the Italian people are hastening to that un~
happy situation in which there is imminent dan-
ger, not trifling, but very serious danger; that
a vast number of Italisns, either hy open end
corporenl, or by secret and spiritual separation,
become removed from the paradise of the Church,
and leave the Church itself deprived of its most
chosen sons ? Already a great part of the.clergy

v i open discord with the maoriy.of the ity

from their flocks, whilst the shepherd ¢
shepherds, the successor of Peter, the venerable
Vicar of Christ on earth, hurls against the king-
dom of Italy, and against Italian society, the
dread thunderbolt of its censtres. One might
be tempted to believe that of the double power
to bind and to loose, onr bishops now retain the
first alone, such concord do they exhibit in con=
d g, repeliing, ing wh the whole

nation desires and is striving to obtain. Where~

fore this spectacle ! Are the Italians renouncing

the doctrines of our orthodox faith? No:on fhe

contrary, they all revere that faith, and observe

its rights in the most minute particulars. Are

they assailing the rights of their legally consti-

tuted bishops in all that relates to sacred and

religious matters ? On the contrary, they all

agree in professing for those rights the reverence

which is thelr due. Do they despise the supreme

and epiritual authority of the Pootiff? Far from

it. Do they attack that freedom which was se<

cured to the Church by the precious blood of
Christ? Ou the contrary by proclaiming the

principle of a ¢ free church in a free state,’ they

seek out every possible means of settling these
difficult questions ; even though repelled in the

attempt they return a second and a third time to

the search for peace, and they protest by all the
means in their power that they will preserve the
Catholic fatth,

« [n the opening part of his treatige Passaglia
reminds the Bishops of the divine duties to which
their mission is limited ; and he then goes on to
prove, with a clearness, with a force of argument,
with au array of patristic authorities, absolutely
leaving no hope of reply, that the Roman Catho-
lic Bishops, by their add by their pastoral
letters to the clergy and their flocks respecting
the temporal authorily of the Popes, have betray -
ed their duty, and have furnished the world an
occasion of gross scandal: The preaching of the
Gospel, the teaching of Christian morality, the
inculeation and example of Chrisiian love, these
constitute the legitimate tasks of Bishops, mi-
nisters of God; whatever goes beyond these is
wrong. But to stir up by the deeds which we
all deplore, especially during the last three years,
war amongst Christians, to create deplorable and
atrocious dissensions, to furnish the oceasion of
a religious schism which the Church must weep
over to the end of time-—this is a truly deplorable
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of nationa! tragedies; terrific crimes, avenging
3 ’ -

Theirs too, was that lofty pride which regard-
ed other nations as Barbarians, and would not

« Tnnumerable hosfs of foemen armed,”
a pride, which, when in later years, force of arms
had fai'ed, enabled Greece lo avenge iteclf upon
her conquerors by the boast of superior intellect.
The Greek religion was one which possessed
considerable power, for though false, it was in=
terweaved with every social and national insti-
tution. With its household gods to preside over
homes, its sylvan deitles to inhabit the woods
and streamns, its great gods of war, commerce,
and agriculture 3 of hell, ocean, and heaven, its
avenging furies; and inexorable fates, and Great
Olympian Jove supreme over all, it possessed o
potent influernce over its believers. Counected
with it were their oracles and prophecies, which
even in the midst of prosperity would cause the
nation to gain the hope of future greatness, and
thus constituted no slight cause of excitement

With the view of this before ue we cannot
wonder at the magnificent achievements of the
Greeks in every branch of Poetry. Possessed of
every thing which could fill the soul with poetic
fire they used well their high advantages and
sang songs which have been the admiration of
the worlds Hence the old masters of Grecian
Song swept the lyre with such powerand to so
many measures that their strains re-echoed in the

And now,if, coming nearer to the poirt in
view, we look at the life and literatore of the
Hebrew people, we fiud all these causes existing
in the richest profusion. . An origin so noble that
it needs not to be covered with the veil of fable ;
gigantic wrongs endured,sublime deliverances ef-
great sufferings, great actions, grest
heroes——the stage crowded with wonderful
beings, the scene alive with countless miracles,
and, behind all; the dim outline of the Almighty
disposing all things ond governing all. If there-
fore we have found the history of Greece to have
been & great one, we shall find that of the He.
brews. greater still ; if among them we have
found all the causes of poetry abounding, here
a | cover it with tha resplendent robes of fable and | we shall find them etill more abundant. Compare
| them at any stage in their respective histories
and we shall see the superiority everywhere ma-
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course of action, and one that can never be suffi-
ciently condemned. It is an act for which God,
at his day of judgment, will assuredly summon
the perpetrators to renlder a terrible account.~-
In truth, the Church consists only of the clergy
and their flocks. If the clergy remain isolated,
if it drive away the flocks, and if the latter finally
leave the clergy because they find themselves
treated as enemies, where is the Church? Does
it not.altogether disappear ? The unity of the
Church is not possible without mutual concord.
« Passaglia accordingly concludes that the au-
thority of the Roman Catholic Bishos on subjects
unconnected with moral and theological doetrine
possesses no importance whatever ; that the chief
end of that authority by divine institution, is to
preserve the unity of separate churches in the
Catholic Church, and to .combat schisms and
heresies.

« But the Catholic Bishops, adds Passaglia
digplay hostility to the kingdom of Ttaly for two
reasons—for the alleged injustice by which lawful
sovereigns have been stripped of their dominions,
for the alleged impiety by which the Roman Pone
tiff has been deprived of his temporal sovereignty
Passaglia hereupon asks, who has given to~the
Bishops the authority to erect themselves into the
judges of the peoples and of the princes of the
earth? Their authority was not conferred for
earthly, but for heavenly purposes. And resting
on the authority of St. Bernard, so frequently
quoted 10 this controversy, he observes : *I have
read that the Apostles were brought up te be
judged, but [ have never read that they assumed
the character of judges.

« But,” says Passaglia, * the Pontiff has pro-
nounced his famous mon pessumus, and the
bishops only follow the example of the Pepe. A
fatile argument. The Papal declarations to which
the non possumug refers do not touch the dogmas
are not derived from holy writings or from the tra-
ditions of the Church. "They are not.obligatory,
therefore ; they ave liable to change, therefore;
one must, consequently, hepe that, with the view
of gverting the immense calamities by which
religion is menaced, the Pontiff will see the dan-
ger of confounding obstinacy with firmness, and
will return to better counsels, and that to obtain
this result the prayers of the bishops will be
united to remind the common father of the course
which his holy predecessors followed, and which

the exigencies of religion now require,”
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