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MPERIAL TROOPS
WILL LEAVE IN MAY

Col. English, R. E., Receives Orders to Pre-
pare to Vacate Fortress--About Fifty of
Regulars Will Join Canadian Garrison.

(From Wednesday’'s Daily.)

ome days ago a brief dispatch was |

piblished in these columns announcing
determination of the “Canadian
itian department to assume direct
trol of the Work Point @ station
ut the 1st of May. This informa-
is fully borne out by recent de-
jvments. Lieut.-Col. English, com-
nding the Imperial forces now form-
the garrison here, received. an.offi-
communication on Saturday night
iesting him to be prepared to leave
present quarters with all troops in
harge by the time mentioned. Be=-
sides this Colonel Holmes, district offi-
commanding, has been instructed
to call for tenders for supplies fo: the
Canadian corps after it becomes estab-
«ned at Work Point. These facts
nonstrate clearly and beyond a
ubt that the Federal and Imperial
ithorities have definitely agreed on a
iate upon which the fortress shall
hange hands, and are working to-
sether in order that the transfer may
e made without interfering, to a great
oxtent with the routine of the garrison.
The orders received by Lieut.-Col.
‘nglish were terse and to the point,
but give very little insight
ntentions of either government with
respect to the details of the pending
hange. From what can be gathereg
the cablegram read: ‘Hold yourself ifi
1cadiness to depart early in May. Sen
in complete lists of those at statie
forthwith.” The latter has alr
heen attended to and, as such 155;

past, there remains but little to be doneI
before the corps is ready to leave for
the Old Country.

It is estimated that there are no less
than four hundred and twenty-five
people directly concerned in the worder
to leave Work Point. The officers and
men on active duty at that station
number about three hundred and fifty,
divided about evenly between the
Royal Artillery and Royal Engineers.
Of course there are quite a few at-
tached to the ordnance, pay, hospital
and other departments. The difference
between the actual strength of the
force and the total first mentioned is
accounted for the women and -children.
Many of the non-commissioned officers
are married, and their families make
np quite a settlement as may be seen
by anyone caring to visit the barracks.
Their quarters, provided by the gov-
ernment, conform to the general ar-
rangements being small but exceeding-
ly neat and comfortable. Needless to
say they will leave with the  trcops
vacating houses which, ‘doubtless,” will
be found useful for the accommodation
for the Canadian non-commissioned
officers who may happen to belong to
he ranks of the benedicts.

There has been some question as to
the policy of the Federal authorities

regard to thé number of troops to
be stationed at the local fortress. The
port has been very assiduously ecir-
‘ulated that the strength would be de-
reased. Yesterday a Times represen-
itive asked the opinion of Lieut.~-Col.
nglish on the matter..-Very naturally

e refused to commit himself, but in-
quiry from other sources elicited the
gratifying information that such a
step was not contemplated. It is stated
positively, on the contrary, that there
will be no reduction and that, sheuld
there be any alleration, it will-be:in the.
other direction. In other words there
is a strong possibility that the Can-
adian esablishment will reach higher
figures than that which has been main-
tained by the Imperial government for
the past several years. . i

According to the D. O. C. the posters
calling for tenders for supplies for the
~w garrison will be issued some time

-day. In conversation with the form-

a reporter suggested that it might
possible to arrive at an approxi-
tte conclusion as to strength of the |

corps by the specifications sup-
d for the benefit of those wishing
make dn attempt to securz the con-

~t

t. But Col. Holmes stated, in reply

into the

that the information received by him
wasn't sufficiently full for that pur-
pose. :

Readers of the Times will remember
that shortly after the first announce-
ment of the action of the Dominion
government in entering into an agree-
ment for the maintenance - of the
Halifax and Esquimalt stations many
members of the Imperial troops at
those two points expressed a strong
desire to join the Canadian regulars
rather than leave the Dominion. In
order-ta gratify  their desire a. special
dispensation was issued permitting

‘them to leave their present service. As

a result quite a number applied for ad-
mission to the colonial ranks, both
from Halifax and Esquimalt. Practi-
cally all were accepted, and, as a re-
sult, when the forces now posted at
Work Point leave for home some 40 or
50 of their comrades will remain be-
hind. The latter comprise almost an
equal number of Royal Artillerymen
and Royal Enginegrs, and should be of
material assistan¢e to the Canadians

owing to their familiarity with the

Esquimalt fortresses.

It is very improbable that any of the
relieving force will be westerners. The
necessary- recruiting . has all taken
place 4n the east, and the officers also
will be selected from that part of Can-
ada. - Applications were made by one
or twe .of those belonging tg the Fifth

; Resiment, bue.these, it is -understood,

ccepted by the depart-

h;vo no\t~ e
e Tepgous. jTl}eretOte

cided t3 sthy,' will be
strahgers to Victopria: The suggestion
that. there might be some recruiting
in British Columbia in order to make
up the required force is not endorsed
by the D. O. C. He states that such a
proposal cannot be carried out until
after the arrival of the new. comers,
Then Work Point would become a re-
cruiting station, and those wishing to
enter the service would have no dif-
ficulty in following the bend of” their
inclinations.

Members of the Fifth Regiment have
been heard to give expression to the
conviction that the forthcoming
changes would have some effect upon
that corps. There is no ground for
such an impression. The standing of
the militia will be the same as here-
tofore. Of course there is a possibili-
ty that the volunteers and the regu-
lars, both owning the same country as
their native land, will enter into the
problems and training necessary for
its defence with more enthusiasm than
could be expected of a garrison sent
from the Old Country, and compara-
tively foreign to the community. This
must not be construed into a reflection
upon the Imperial forces now station-
éd here. They have always entered
into all military manoeuvres, in which
the militia -participated, with a. grati-
fving display of energy and interest.
But it stands to reason that a better
understanding should exist between
the volunteers and the new corps un-
der the new order of things than has
been the case in the past.

Victorians will regret the departure
of Lieut.-Col. English, his subordinate
officers and the garrison as a whole.
The former have taken a very promi-
nent part in the gaieties and pleasures
of local society, and will be sadly miss-

composed of

"ed..; As. for :the. non-commissioned offi-

cers and men the part they have play-
ed in athletic circles is one exceeding-
ly creditable to themselves. Their ab-

sence will leave a gap in the ranks of |

Association football, hockey and other
leagues, ‘- They have taken part in all
sports against civilian clubs with vary-
ing success. Competition, however,
has always been keen, and, as is in-
evitable under such conditions, there
have been distressing disputes.
is safe to say that all local athletic or-
ganjzations will forget such occurrences
in order to give their rivals and friends
a fitting “send off”” when they leave
Victoria on their return to the old
land.

CHINESE ENVOYS.

Ince Tsai Tse and Members of Party
*1il From New York For Europe.

v York, March 14.—Prince Tsai
high commissioners Shang Hi
e and Li Cheng To, envoys of the
Mperor of China, their secretaries
‘4 ztltaches, sailed for Europe to-day
the White Star liner Baltic to con-
'nue their Investigations in England,
‘ance and Belgium,

BYE-ELECTION
; :ondon, March 13.—The bye-election
Ll Basingstoke yesterday, occasioned
":‘ the death of A. F. Jeffreys (Conser-
vative) has resulted in the election of
2 Unionist, Arthur Clavell Slater, by a
biurarility of 260. An independent L.Ib-

®ral polied 467 votes.

o £ ’
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WILL BE GUESTS OF KING.,
Mr. and Mrs. Longworth Will Be En-
tertained at Buckinghim
Palace.

London, March 14.—The Chronicle
says that Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Long-
worth, when they visit London in*June,
will make a stay at Buckingham pal-
ace as the guests of King Edward.
They will also visit the Duke and
Duchess of Marlborough, the Duke and
Duchess of Roxbourghe, and Ambassa-
dor and Mrs. Reid. They have accept-
ed an invitation from the society of
American women in London to a lunch-
eon.

GASOLINE GOES UP.
Cleveland, Ohio, March 14.—The
Standard Oil Co. to-day advanced the
price of gasollue, half a cent per gal-
lom.-. - R S

But it |

|

alheady nt Work T 'o}ﬂ%ﬁﬁe &"e- B ’7’"“

TWICE-A-W
VICTORIA, B. C..

FATAL EXPLOSION.
Girl Killed by Blowing Out of Front of
Kitchen Stove.

Nelson, March 12.—A tragic accident
occurred at the home of Frederick
Stephenson here yesterday morning
when his eldest daughter, Marie was
killed by an explosion in the kitchen
range.

The cold snap had frozen the water
pipes in connection with the range, and
shortly after the fire was started in the
morning, steam was generated and
finding no outlet caused an explogion
blowing out the front of the stove. The
child who was standing near the stove
was hurled across the room and two
iron fragments hit her over the heart
and abdomen. She remained unconsci-
ous for some three hours and then
came to, and after speaking a: few
words to her mother instantly expired.
The kitchen was wrecked by the ex-
plosion and flooded by the escaping
water.

BILLIARD TOURNAMENT

Amateur Players Meet in Chicago—
. Gardner Defeats Wright.

Chicago, March 13.—The annual tour-
nament class ““A’” National Associa-
tion of Amateur Billiard players, open-
ed lagt night in the gymnasium of the
Chicago Athletic Association with a
game between Edward W. Gardner, of
Pasac, N. J., and H. A. Wright, of
San Francisco. Gardner won the game
by a score of 300 to 206. The style of
play in the tournament is 14-inch balk
line, two shots in. It took 45 minutes
for Gardner to run out the 300 points,
making his average 6.2-3, while his op-
ponent had an average of only 4.15-22.

(DAL OPERATORS
MAKE STATEMENT

REGARDING THEIR
?ROPOSAL TO MINERS

Pl e e 5
-‘—-——-— 3

Take Long: Chancas in Offering to Ex-
tend Award of Commission
For Three Years.

New York, March 13.—The following
statement on behalf of the anthracite
operators’ committee of seven is pub-
lished to-day

“Mr. Baer received yesterday Mr.
Mitchell’s acknowledgment to the an-
swer by the operators’ committee to
ihe propositions made by the commit-
tee of the anthracite workers with the
advice that the same would be sub-
mitted to the miners’ committee as
soon as possible. The operators think
that they are taking long chances in
even offering to continue the present
conditions for three years longer. The
offer was based on the possibility that’
ihe business prosperity’ which charac-
terized the last three years will con-
t:nue. There is no certalinty of this,
ag any time within the next three
years a depression in‘ business may
take place which may lessen the de-

mand for coke and in carrying out this |

contract the operators may be placed
at a serious disadvantage.”

The presidents of the anthracite coal
carrying compahies will meet this aft-
ernoon. Mr. Baer will preside.

Coal dealers who were seen yester-
said that there was uncertainty in their
minds as to whether there will be an
anthracite strike. A hard coal strike
looked more likely than it did a week
ago. The probable withdrawing of the
customary reduction in the prices of
domestic antharcite during the summer
will mean virtually, it was said, an
izcrease in the price.

SEVERE BLIZZARD.

Thermometer Below Zero in Butte and
Montana—Streeg Car Service
Demoralized.

Butte, Mont.,

of the winter.

below zero.
was still, colder. Street car

was crippled south and west.
In Grip of Storm.

Salt Lake City, Utah, March 13.—From
midnight on Sunday night till to-day
Salt Lake was in the grip of the worst
storm in years. Beginning with a driz-
zling rain, a wind which attained at
one time a velocity of 60 miles an hour
soon followed. 8Signs were wrenched
from their fastenings, chimneys were
in many places shattered, electric
wires broken and in some instances
roofs carried away, new buildings
throughout the city were rendered
wrecks, and the loss to uncompleted
structures will be heavy. The warm
springs bath house, just northwest of
the city was-damaged to the extent of
thousands of dollars. The telegraph
wires were paralyzed, but one out of
Salt Lake being workable. The wind
was followed by one of the fiercest
blizzards ever seen - here, street car
trame ‘is -delayed and street travel this
maogning is 2lanast -impossibie. -

March 13.—Butte and |
Montana generally were in the throes |
last night of one of the worst blizzards |
In this case the ther- |

| - . o4 S
mometer ranged from 12 to 20 degrees | paratus, but no further work will be per-

On the mountain sides it | mitted until the mines are cleared of
service |
was demoralized and the wire service |

Humiwlm]
nr INDIAN

Vineta, I. T., March 13.—One hundred
armed men have gone into the Chero-
kee country in pursuit of the Wickliffe
band of Indian outlaws who, on Sun-
day afternoon, -31 miles seutheast of
Vinita,
marshal's posse of 8ix men,

wounding Dick Terry, ‘@ posseman.

Reports of the fight which took place |
in the settlement of
band of Cherokee Indidms, full bloods,
who refuse land allotments, are con-
flicting. The first report, brought ‘in
by a surviving posseman, was . that
three of his comrades were killed and
that only three Wickliffe brothers
were engaged on. the other side. A
later report is that 11 Indians resisted
the posse.

R. Thompson arrived last night at
the scene of the fight at Salin creek
with the body ef Deputy Gilstrap.
Thompson says that the posse, after
trailing Wickliffe all day with blood-
hounds, came upon them in the after-
noon. The Indians, 11 in number, took
refuge in the ravine and opened fire.
The deputies threw themseives upon
the ground and a hot fight began,
which lasted an hour. Deputy Gilstrap
was ghot through the ‘head at the first
exchange of shots. The deputies were
driven gradually back to the side of
a ravine. Terry had been wounded
and became separatéd from the rest.
Finally the deputies formed 4 ‘Breast
work  and-the Indizmadesﬂairmg ‘ot
vedaching them withdrew! " =«

RESCUERE PERISHED.

Party of Men Who Entered French Mine
to Recover Bodies Are Dead.

Paris, March ®12.—All rescue work has
been suspended at the Courriers pits,
where over a thousand miners lost their
lives Friday, owing to the danger \of
gases and the emanation from the de-
composing bodies The engineers féar
another explosion, and therefore they or-
cdered up the relief gangs at 11 o’clock
this morning. The engineers will at-
tempt to ventilate the chambers pefore
attempting further rescue work.

The mine company’s latest estimate
place the number of victims at 1,060.

A serious disorder was threatened at
noon to-day owing to the persistence of
parents who longed to see the bodies of
the dead, in the hope of identitying them.
The authorities agreed to permit crowds
of twenty-five in, but the parents grew
discontented and they rushed at the
doors. The police and mounted gen-
darmes eventually forced back ihe
crowds, and order was restored with
difficulty.

When the parents obtained permission

a sorrowful spectacle was presented as |

in groups of twenty-five they searched
the blackened bodies. A number of
identifications were made and the Yodies
were taken home. The houses of the
dead are marked with rough - black
crosses, decorated with simple floral de-
vices.

The chamber of deputies to-day unani-
mously voted $100,000 for the relief of the
victims of the Courrieres disaster. The
miners’ association has voted $40,000 for
the same purpose.

An additional -disaster following to-day |
upon the terrible calamity that befell the |

workers in the coal mine at.Courriores
on Saturday has .cast its shadow over
the stricken town. A party, said to con-
sist of seventeen men, who went into the
mine for the purpose of reecvering the
bodies of those who perished on Satlur-
day lost their lives in the undertaking.
They had descended in spite of the en-

gineers’ warnings against making a fur- |

ther effort.

A gang of twenty-five miners who, it
is believed, were sent to Courrieres at
the express desire of Emperor William,
arrived to-day with 'speecial salvage ap-

gases. which, it is expected, will take
forty-eight hours The engineers this ;
afternoon. hermetically closed pits 3, 4
and 11, and fixed a powerful ventilator

at the mouth of pit 2 with which to force |

in a current of air.

Henri Rothschild to-day visited ‘the
scene of the disaster and gave $4,000 to-
wards the relief of the families of the
victims.

PRISONER’S CONFESSION.

Says Anarchists Have Planned to Kill
King of Italy When He Visits
Milan.

New York, March 14.—A cable dis-
patch to the Herald from Rome says:

“The Gazette dei Tribunal says that
a prisoner, who is ill in the infirmary
of ‘a prison, has confessed that he was
present at a meeting of -anarchists in
which a plot was concocted to kill the
King of Italy on the occasidn of the
inauguration nf the Milan exhibition on
April 18th.. .A searching 1nvest£gation
of his story bas been ordered.”

ambushed a Ufited States |
killing
Deputy Marshal I. L. -Gilstrap and |

the: Nighthawk |

900

THE ESTIMATES.

Presented to the Dominion House on
Monday—Some British Columbia
3 Items,

Ottawa, March 12.—The estimates for
the coming fiscal year nine months to
March 31st next were presented late
to-night. \

The following are the chief British
Columbia items:

Cumberland public building, $2.000.

Dominion buildings, renewals, im-
provements, repairs, etc., $6,000.

Fernie publi¢. building, $10,000.

Ladysmith public building, $2,000.

Westminster public  building—en-
largement for accommodation of In-
dian branch, $16,000.

Osoyoos public building, $2,000.

Vancouver public building, $100,000.

Anderson and Kenmnedy lakes, clear-
ing outlets, $1,500.

Campbell river wharf, $3,000.

Columbia river improvements, $30,-
000.

Courtney river improvements, $3,000.

Coquitlam river removal of obstruc-
tions, $1,000.

Duncan river improvements, $1,000.

Fraser river improvements of ship |
channel, protection works, ete., $20,000.
iGeneral repalrs and improvements, $2,-
250.

Nanaimo harbor, improvements of
north channel, etc., $2,500.

North Thompson river improvements
$1,000.

Skeena river improvements, $5,000.

+ Victoria harbor dredging and remov=-
al of rocks, etc., $20,000.

William’s Head -qliarantine
improvements, $7,500.

Supplementary estimates for the cur- |
rent year amounting to $161,000 also
were brought down. Twenty thousand
is for insurance commission, fifteen for
the expense of Prince Arthur’s forth-
coming visit, eight thousand for Pre-
fontaine’s funeral.

USED CHILDREN AND
WOMER AS SHIELDS

station

l

MARY KILLED IN g
FIGHT IN PHILIPPINES

Commsznder of the United States Troops
However Denies There Was
Any Wanton Destruction.

e

Manila, March 13.—Major-General
Wood, who has arrived, announces
that he assumes full responsibility for
the fight against the &oros at Dajo
hill, near Jolo. He said that there was
| no wanton destruction of women and
children in the fight, though many of
them were killed by force of necessity
because the Moros used them as
shields in the hand-to-hand fighting.

Major-General Wood declared that
many of the women were in male at-
tire, and their sex could not"be dis-
tinguished. Another confusing cause
was the desperation with which the
women .fought, the priests having
worked all of the Moros into a religi-
ous frenzy. Many of the Moros feigned
death and butchered the American
hospital men who were relieving the
wounded.

General Woods says: ‘“Neither in this
nor any other fight has an American
soldier killed a woman or child except
in a close action, when it was impos-
sible to distinguish sex.”

Secretary of War Taft cabled for a
full explaantion of the .death of the
women and children, and General
Wood has sent a lengthy reply, of)
which the foregoing is the substance.

RETURN TO WORK.

Labor Unions—Chicago
“Open Shop.”

Victory Over
Employers Score

Chicago, March 13.—Employers scored
| the first “open shop” victory of the
yvear against a labor union
terday where 150 strikers returned
to work for the Chicago = Edison
Company. The men, who were ‘employ-
ed on outside line work, walked out
early in December, when the company
refused ro agree to employ only union
electricians. The Edison Company for
vears has -employed union and non-
union men indiscriminately. The union
in an attempt to force ‘‘closed shops”
conditions in all departments. of the
big concern called strikes in all build-
ings where non-union ‘men were work-
ing, interfering seriously with the com-
pletion of, large building contracts in
the down town distriet. )

VICTIMS OF CHINESE.

yes-

Remains of Priests Killed in: Recent
Massacre Will Be Iaterred at

Barcelona,

Manila, March 13.—Two Catholic
clergymen have arrived from China
with parts of the bodies of the priests
who were murdered in the recent mas-
sacres there. They are en route to
Barcelona, where the remains will be
buried. Three small sealed caskets
contain portions of the bodies and
ashes. One containing trinkets of the

PAYABLE INVARIABL Y IN m"

YORK COUNTY

| into the affairs of the York County

{-plight are the permanent stockholders,

| stole four horses and all the rest of the

“ead-oriesis is addressed $o the Pope.

LOAN AFFAIRS

STATEMENT BY MEMBER
OF MONTREAL COMMATTEE

C. P. R. May Extend Crow’s Nest Pass
Line—~Man Killed While Throw-

ing Dynamite.

Montreal, March 12,—Charles Eld-
ridge, one of the committee appointed
by the local shareholders of the late
York County Loan & Savings Com-

pany, who has just returned from
Toronto, where he has been looking

Loan & Savings Company, has the fol-
lowing to say regarding the same:
“The National Trust Company are do-
ing everything in their power to fur-
ther the interests of the unfortunate |
shareholders. They have over 40,000
filed out of 80,000, Mr. Phillips, late
president of the concern, had helped a
great deal in every way, trying to fac-
ilitate matters, and according to Mr.
Smith, whb had gone into things thor-
oughly; had failed to find any evidence
of graft connected with Mr. Phillips,
and no doubt all charges would be
dropped. Shareholders would come
under thirty~five different headings,
and when the time did cdme to pay out
claims, 'which he estimated at about
two years, a statement would be sent
to each shareholder stating exactly
what heading they would comg under
and how much they would receive. The
persons ‘who seem to be in the worst

who ‘will be the last to receive any re-
muneration whatsoever. There is not
the slightest doubt that when the
claims are paid@ the shareholders will
receive not legs than 45 or 40 cents on
the dollar.”’ :

Three PFires.

Montreal, Ma,rph lﬂ.—-{ﬂm‘n ﬂrq'w
day did dgmage asgregating 3000 *
The mest serious gutted the premises
of the Canadian Jewelry Importing
Zompany and B. O. Boland, wholesale
liquor dealéer, Notre Dame street, doing-
$30,000 damage. The two upper stories
of the factory of the Oliver Type-
vriter Company on St. Antoine street
were damaged to the extent of $20,000,
as also to a half dozen firms housed in
a building on St. Paul street. In all
cases the loss is covered by insurance.

Crow’s Nest Line.

Winnipeg, March 12.—It is learned
here that the C. P. R. contemplate ex-
tending the Crow’s Nest Pass line
westward from Midway to Penticton,
opening up country very rich in min-
erals and with great fruit growing
possibilities. This will complete an-
other link in the direct line from Dun-
mora to Vancouver, which is believed
to be ultimately contemplated. It will
divert a great amount of tourist and
freight traffic from Kootenay to Okan-
agan. The largest  steamer on any
inland water except the Great Lakes
is now being built to ‘run on Okan-
agan lake. It will contain 60 state-
rooms.

Body Paralyzed.

Winnipeg, March 12.—John Martin
of McGregor, Man., fell off a load of
hay last week and broke his neck. He
is still alive in the general hospital,
though in a very precarious condition,
his entire body being paralyzed.

Alberta Spring Wheat.

Calgary; March 12.—Bulletin No. 1,
just 1ssued by the Alberta department
of agriculture, besides being interest-
ing as the' initial issue, contains very
interesting  statistics. This district
leads the province in @ spring wheat
production with an average yield of
33.92 bushels per acre.

Killed by Dynamite.,

Kenora, March 12.—F. Bjark, a
Swede, was instanly killed near Mar-
gach to-day while .thawing dynamite
in a blacksmith shop; and John Frank,
proprietor of the shop, was seriouly
injured.

Cattle Thieves.

Woodlands, Man., March 12.—A das-
tardly outrage was perpetrated here
last night, presumably by horse thieves
from the Dakota border, who entered
the stables of Charles Rasmussen and

stock ‘in the stable, including seven
pigs and sixteen cattle. A large flock of
fowls were smothered by smoke from
the hay, which they fired. The police
are actively engaged on the case.

Preliminary Hearing.

Toronto, March 12.—Edwin St. G.
Banwell and Mrs. Banwell had their
preliminary hearing in police court this
morning. Thomas Kirkwood, inspector
for the Crown bank was the first wit-
ness. H. Selwin Banwell clerk .in the
Home bank, and brother of the pris-
oner, was then examined. An extract
from a letter sent home by Banwell to
his brother, was as follows: “Dear
Hugh—have done what I have often
threatened, left home for keeps. Inci-
dentally I have taken some of the
bank’'s money so will likely be away
some time. Nora is with me, but if
any one says she led me to it or any
such rot. they are liars. It's my own
idea, and I would have done it long
ago, but for Nora. As my contribu-

tions to family are noew cut off, I en
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close some of my pile which please use
for mamma’s benefit. But tHink it would
be better to tell her nothing about it.
In fact, you had better not let on you
heard from me at all, and for God's
Bake don’t let: there be any nonsense
about tainted money or such rot. You
need the money so may as well take
it but go canny about using it.” Other
correspondence showed that the girl
knew of the.theft before leaving To-
ronto. i

Post Office Burned. 5

Alexandria, Ont., March 12.—The
new post office, only completed by the
Domifion government last fall at a
cost -of ' $20,000,  was burned to the
ground to-day.

DAMAGE BY STORM.
Buildings and Wharves at Port An-
geles in Danger—Steamer’s
sRough Trip.

Port Townsend, March 12.—A severe
storm has raged along the straits since
Qaturday. Considerable damage Has
teen done at Port Angeles. The steam
freighter Transport is ashore at the
head of the bay and is reported as
breaking up.’ The sea is running high.
Bufldings and wharves are in danger.
Peter Chamber’s livery barn went
down during the night with five horses,
Guttenberg’'s hardware store is about
to go. Business men have all moved
cut of waterfront buildings. Sam John-
gon’s livery barn is tottering. The city
pile driver went ashore and broke up.
If the northeast gales continue 'the
damage will be heavy. The storm is
confined to the straits. The weather is
calm here. s )

The passenger steamer Bellingham
arrived this morning with foretopmast
gone, lost in a gale on Saturday off
Gettysburg. The vessel was unable to
land at Crescent and Gettysburg, and
anchored in Clallam Bay and twice
went adrift.

JAPS DIE FROM
LACK OF FOOD

OFFICIAL TELLS OF :

Says the Conditions are Being Relieved
as Rgl!ef Arrives From Other
Nations.

_ Chicago, March 13.—N. Sato, first
Becretary of the Japanese legation at
St. Petersburg, stopped at Chicago yes-
terday on his way to R ussia, where he
will assume his - offiecial duties. Mr.
Sato said that the famine conditions in
Japan are being rapidly relieved with
the help received from other nations.

“The cause of the famine,” said Mr.
Sato, ‘“was the enormous quantity of
rain which fell last season in the isl-
ands of Japan. The resulting floods
ruined the rice crop, and the people in
many parts of the empire have died
in large numbers from lack of food.

“An unusual.snowfall has been re-
corded this winter, and we expect a
good crop of rice next year for the
water will be stored in the mountains
to be ultimately used for the irrigation
of the rice flelds. We are hopeful that
the great snowtall will be followed by
a dry season.’

HUDSON RIVER TUNNELS.

Company ‘Will Be Formed to Build
Svbways, Terminals and Electrie
Road.

New York, March 13.—The Herald
to-day says: ‘‘“Wall street learned yes-
terday that the bankers financing the
two Hudson river tunnels, commonly
known as the Macadoo tunnels, have
chrystalized their plans into a scheme
calling for the issue of . $50,000,000 of
securities. There is to be formed the
Hudson & Manhattan Rallway Com-
pany, with an authorized bond issue of
$100,000,000 arfil a stock issue of $50,000,-
000 additional stock will be issued later.
Besides equipping the two tunnels the
company will build two immense ter-
minals, one of a $3,000,000 twenty-two
$tory building in Church street, and

other between Thirty-Second and
Thirty-Third streets, - backing up
against the Pennsylvania railroad ter-
miinals. In addition, an electrically
equipped $6,000,000 road will be con-
structed between Jersey City and Hob-
oken, tapping the terminals of the
Pennsylvania, Erie & Lackawanna
railroads. It is proposed to issue $50,-
000,000 to provide funds for the com-
pletion of these plans.”

INTERNATIONAL FENCING.

New York, March 13.—The Times
gays an international’ fencing - match
between the best swordsmen in Eng-
land “and United States will be held
this year, probably about the middle
of June in London. The contest will
bethe first of its kind, but through the
offer of a $500 silver cup by J. Sanford
Saltus, of this city, to'the Fencers Club
of; New York' conditions have been
dgawn up:and agreed to by the Ama-
teur Fencing. Assgoclation, of ‘London,
théreby insuring .- an ' annual interna-

‘tiopal contest, provided of course that

& ehallenge is sgnt to the countrv hold-
ing the trophy.
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