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Harry l.cudcr Tells

through with the loss of his only attle, The eighth and ninth
©hapters of this book, telling of his premonitions, tI): reception of the
telegram with the fatal news, the realization of that bitterness, the
enguish endured by himself ‘and his wife, the solicitude of his friends,
and the gradually returning conviction in all its fullness that the future
would bring again the broken joys, are as impreseive as anything of the
kind in literature. Their simplicity, their directness, their candid
truth, carry conviction, “We shall come, some day, his mother and
1, to the place where he is waiting for us, and we shall all be as happy
there as we were on this earth in the happy days before the war.

eyes will rest again upon his face. I will hear his dgesh young voice
~again as he sees me and cries out his greeting.

séay. He will spy me, and his voice will ring

‘Hello, Dad!’ he will call, as he sees me. And I

bhateful in my memory—the day when they told me t
killed. That is my belief.  That is the comfort
me in my grief and my sorrow.” This is the
sincere feeling, couched in exquisitely simple
~ English. x
v . « - .
But Harry Lauder was not the man to
give up the fight in useless repining. At
first, “no thing was further from all my
thoughts than that I should ever step upon
8 stage again.” Then his friends pleaded
. that he should not retire at his age and
: "wh:her away in dry rot. ‘““There’ll be plenty for me to be doing,” he
: told them. “I'll mot be idle.”” Then another sort of argument came
to him. ‘“‘People wrote to me, men and women, vﬁo, like me, had lost
their sons. Their letters brought the tears to my eyes anew. They
were tender letters, and beautiful letters, most of them, and letters to
make proud and glad, as well as sad, the heart of the man to whom they
were written.” ‘There was one message these letters bore, “Don’t
desert us now, Harry!” And so he began to think of them. And there
were others of whoth he had to think. There were three hundred
people in the cast of “Three Cheers,” at the Shaftesbury Theatre, Lon-
don, and he began to hear that unless he went back the show would have
to be closed, and all of them would be out of work. “It’s what John
would have wanted,” was the plea that finally prevailed with him, He
took the train to London, “and as I rode in the train it seemed to me
that the roar of the w.Yoh made a refrain, and I could hear them

How Harry Sang to
the Boys in the
Trenches.

‘pounding out those two \words, in my boy’s voice: ‘Carry On!’” But
one must read the account Harry Lauder gives of fhe demonstration that

greeted his return to the stage. Harry was not satiefied with this,
however. He conceived the idea of singing to the men in the trenches.
The official objection that 1t had never. been done was overcome at last,
and that is the reason for what i one of the most amusing, inspiring,
touching books that have been written, Humour and pathos are
Dever far apart, and this is the whole secret of Harry Lauder’s success
; as a minstrel, and will make his book a classic in a class of its own,

When Rudyard Kipling makes an antholo-
gy of his own poems it becomes more and
more of a wonder how anyone else came to
be poet laureate while he lived. These are
Kipling. the poems the laureate should have written,

or else these are the poems .that should have.

been laureated. It is mot that they are the best of Kipling, but they

' are the best for the occasion. Of these ‘“Twenty Poems” (Toronto:
The Macmillan Co. of Canada, Ltd., 30 cents), sixteen are selected from
previous volumes and four have appeared in magazines or n S
since the war began., These are ““The Sons of Martha,” “The Long
Trail,” ““The Holy War,” and ‘“For All We Have and Are.” In all these

j poems, as well as in those written since the Germans showed their hand,
there is a fine appreciation of British principles, as well as of British
facts, They are principles of service as “The Sons of Martha’ declares.
The Sons of Mary smile and are blessed. ‘“They sit at The Feet—they

. hear the Word—they see how truly the Promise runs; They have cast
their burden upon the Lord, and—the Lord He lays it on Martha’'s sons!”’
““The Long Trail” 1s a splendid sea piece, and recalls the glories of ““The
Last Chantey” and other great sea poems, Is taunt on page 14 not s
misprint for taut? “I{” is a poem all young men should have over
their desks or in their haversacky, where they can see it daily and study
the whole duty of man as experience has taught it. There are old
favourites like “Our Lady of the Snows,” “Gunga Din” and "Motfh’.r
o' Mine,” but the new ones are of an equal vintage ‘“The Holy War”’
might well stir people to read Bunyan’s entrancin book. ‘“The Glory
of the Garden’” is among the happiest of Mr. Kipling’s patriotic verses,
and the whole volume makes one look forward to the ppaean of victory,

which we trust Mr, Kipling will be spared to write, ang we ehall all
long to read.

Unlaureated Poems
By Rudyard

A movement is on foot in America for
" the utilization of peat as a fertilizer, There
was a time in the history of American farm-
ing when manure was carted to the nearest
river and dumped in. But it is realized now
that the richest sofl may be exhausted, and
fertilizers of every description are sought and valued. Peat has been
used in Ireland and elsewhere for manuring purposes, and when mixed
with sewage, which is done when cesspools are cleaned out, the com-
bination is ideal for farm purposes. It is pointed out in the valuable
report of the Commission of Conservation in an article on peat as a
source of fuel, that the mitrogen content of peat is very high. It be-
comes, therefore, highly valuable for the manufacture of ammonia and
- other nitrogen compounds. As nitrogen is one of the principal ele-
ments upon which plant life depends, the amount taken out of the soil
by a orop must be returned in some way if the fertility of the land is
t0 be maintained. Sulphate of ammonia is the most common nitrogen
compound used for this purpose. The demand for this profuct has
been increasing so rapidly in recent years that in all eivilized countries
coking pl,ém‘ts are being adapted to the recovery of the nitrogen content
in the fuel in the fomin of ammonia, which is then combined with eul-
phuric acid to form ammonia sulphate, Thirteen bogs in Ontario are
“seported by the Commission of Conservation to have a fuel content of
43,000,000 tons of 25 per cent. moisture peat. The content of nitrogen
corresponds to 560,000 tons, which would yield 1,800,000 tons of am-
monium sulphate. The quantity of peat mentioned could, if all were
burned in a by-product-recovery-producer-gas-plant, produce sufficient
power gas to generate approximately 40,000 h.p. continuously day and
night for 100 years. Either in its natural form or thru manufacture

peat is destined to play an important part in farm work, as well as in
other ways.

Peat Fertilizer
Has Future in
Farming.
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Canais to Relieve In the hurry to
Freight Congestion develop the rail-
All the Year Roupd road facilities of
this country, Can-
adians are dis d to give but too
little thought to)canals and inland
waterways generally, other than those
linking up the Great Lakes with the
8t. Lawrence River. Canadian rail-
ways and railway builders have pretty
well exploited the country in the
past, and if they are not going to
continue doing so in the future it is
only because the country has at last
been awakened to the advantage of
public ownership of public utflities,
and has impressed upon the leaders
of political parties at Ottawa the fact
that public ownership of raflways must
now give place to mere public subsi-
dizing. Freight and passenger rates
are of supreme importance in the de-
velopment of national life. With a
nation-owned transcontinental road,
Canada will have control of rates to
an extent which the nation’s govern-
ment never before enjoyed, and it is
to be expected that when the stress
of war conditions is over and matters
of transportation have returned to a
more normal working basis, an all.
round readjustment of rates may be
looked for, such as will greatly help
in, - turther national development.
Railways, however, do not afford the
cheapest form of transportation,
Where roads are all that can be de-
sired, the motor truck is giving
cheaper and more direct service, while
transport by canal is far and away
cheaper than either. Recognition of
this fact has induced the United
States Government, and particularly
that of New York State, to spend
many millions upon the building and
improvement of waterways. An out-
standing instance of this is the New
York State barge canal, running from
Buffalo to the City of New York.
Freight congestion has taxed the car-
rying power of American railroads to
the utmost, and a well-defined move-
ment is on foot, aimed at finding re-
lief in a further development of canal
freighting. The New York State
Legislature is considering a bill that
is to provide one milllon dollars for
the construction of canal barges to
carry grain and other freight from
the upper lakes to the seaboard, and
it is also proposed that these barges
shall be used on the return journey
for carrying coal from points nearest
to the Pennsylvania mines to cities
that are touched by the canal on the
way to Buffalo. The cost of canal
transportation is found to be at least
20 per cent. cheaper than that of
railroads, and the time consumed is
not necessarily greater. Before the
war the average time consumed iIn
hauling freight from Buffalo to New
York was eleven days. Barges towed
by tugs made the same trip in five
days, and had the advantage of de-
livering their loads right to the side
of the ocean vessels, which were to
carry their freight to Europe, thus
saving in handling, It is true, of
course, that the canals are only opeis
during the summer months, but their
employment during that period of the
vear has proven a tremendous relief
to the railroads, the effect of which
has extended over the entire year,

* ¥
The British Government has found
it expedient to similarly move to-
wards the development of England's
canal traffic. Since the advent of
steam railroads that country’s splen-
did system of canals gradually fell
more or less into disuse, altho they
have always remained amn important

T | factor in the coal-carrying trade. Fol-

lowing the outbreak of the war canal
men were joining the drmy or enter-
ing munition factories until it looked

as tho the canals would shortly have
to stop working. As in America, the
i were inundated with :rel‘m,‘

By PETER QUINCE.

and in order to relieve them the gov-
ernment found it necessary to take
over the various canal companies and
reorganize their workings so that they
might to ‘some extent help out the
situation. . A special board of trade
committee has been placed in control.
The pay of all canal workers has been
increased and large numbers of men
have been specially trained to take up
this line of work. As a result a very
large share of England’s freight is now
being moved across the try by in-
land waterway. ‘More that, it is
vtated the canals will never again be
allowed to fall into dieuse. They have
proved their value under government
mamagement, and will continue their
good work when the war is over,
o 8 o

Canada, and more y On-
tario, already has the start of a fine
canal system, The Trent Valley
will in time prove am important (acior
in the commercial life of the province.
As ttm‘t.go— on other canals will be

: each will do its share in
cheap transportation for the

harbor would give a tremendous im-
petus to the growth and development
of tais city.

LN e

Making Farmers A recently arrived
Work Their Land English newspaper
For the Nation records the fact that)

&t Buckingham a
day or so before publication, Farmer
John Robert Gough, of College Farm,
Majdmoreton, was summoned by the
board of agriculture for neglecting
cultivation. He was ordered to give
up possession of the farm in fourteen
days, and to pay a fine of $50, and $250
in costs. Gough had occupied the
farm, which comprised 200 acres, for
over thirty years. Thesabove is a
remarkable illustration of the way in
which the British Government is see-
ing to it that every available acre of
land in the British Isles is set to work
to do its share in producing food.
Evidently it matters little what a
man's position may be., If he is an
owner of land it is up to him to see
that all of it is enlisted in the
national food-raising campaign, and
furthermore, it is necessary for him
to be able to show that the land is
producing an amount of food as near
as is reasonably possible to its maxi-
mum power of production, Before
the war an’ Englishman’s land was his
own, to do what he liked with, just
as his home was his castlee What he
did with either was nobody’s business.
The war has changed all that. His land
is now his own, and he may work it as
he will, in so far as he does work it
for the national good. It has come
to be as tho.he were a holder of the
land in trust for 'the nation. What-
ever profit may accrue from the work-
ing of it belongs to him, but he must
by no means allow it to lie. idle to
the, detriment of the national welfare,
In times past theories along this line
were preached by advanced socialists.
They said the land should belong to
the people and should be worked for
the , public. good. All vacant Jand
should be made to produce food, in
order that food might be plentiful and
cheap. Had the war never happened
this might have continued to be mere-
ly a theory for another hundred years.
But the war came, and imperative
need demanded the cultivation of
every possible acre of soil in Great
Britain. The socialistic theory of
five years ago has been put into prac-
tical effect because there was no es-
cape from so doing. It has been
found an entirely workable theory,
and there is little reason to suppose
that when the war is over and done
with there will be a return to the
easy-going conditions of other days.

England has learnt what it means to

THERE RAMBLINGS

Lof an almost continuous annual in.

'

depend upon foreign countries for her
food. She will in the future do all
that is possible to develop to the ut-
most her own food resources, It is
impossible that the result should ever
be sufficlent to feed her own people,
but it will greatly help, and, above all,
it will exert an influence upon food
prices, and that is the main point.
The land will be working to make
life easier for those to whom the cost
of food of primary importance, and
its being worked in that manner will
provide employment for a vast num-
ber of workers who might otherwise
have to seek their livelihod in the
Overseas Dominjons. In the Great
Britain of the future we shall see all
the land set to work, the rate of
wages for farm labor set by law and
very probably the government regula-
tion of prices of staple food products,

One is inclined to wonder what
would happen were such a law set in
force in Canada, r which

: was re-

¢ acres, If

the spirit of such a law were carried
out here many hundreds of farms in
this province would change hands in
short order. The Federal Govern-
ment at Ottawa and that of each of
Canada's provinces is striving by per-
suasion and education to induce the
farmer to get the utmost from his
land for the national good. In spite

crease in the acreage placed under
cultivation, food production has failed
to keep pace with the growth in popu-
lation in such a way as to prevent
a steady advance in prices, and some
day such a law as is here referred to
may be placed upon the statute books
of this country, It may be said that
food supply and food prices are regu-
lated by world-wide conditions, and
not by those of any o country,
That, of course, is true, but it must
be remembered that when ance Eng-
land has made laws to enforce maxi-
mum food production; the other great
nations of the world will lose but
little time in taking similar action.
In fact, it looks as tho the consumer
might sooner or later come in for
hitherto unprecedented consideration.
£ . 9

The Wedding Montn _ !0 days gone by
Comes Round Again June used to be
Much as Before the month of
roses. We know

it as the month of brides—and it is
hard to say which of the two designa.-
tons is the more charming, or which
brings to the mind's eye a more
pleasing idea of the most lovely ot
months. Even in war times June
has not lost its distinction as a month
of marriages. Upon every hand do
We see evidences of that fact. While
the month was a good week away
those of our more enterprising shops
dieplayed in their windows all the de-
lightful beguilements that most inter-
est the fair sex, and particularly the
younger ones, at this most magical
scason of the year. Beautiful gar-
ments of the most entrancing dainti-
ness, but before which the eyes of
mere men are covered with sweet con-
fusion, were displayed with most en-
8aging cunning, and side by side with
them were seen vast and varied as-
sortments of those delightful articles
that one occasjonally buys to give
away as wedding presents, but by no
manner of means ever thinks of pur-
chasing for one’s own use or enjoy-
ment. 1 use the word enjoyment be.
cause usefulness so seldom enters as
a consideration in the purchase of
wedding presents, That, of course,
is all very fitting and proper in
ordinary times, Why buy useful
articles? Let the groom do that.
It is his privilege, If Bomebody does
not do it he will have to, The young
couple will get the necessary things
some way or other, while the unneces-
sary and beautiful things will, in.
many cases, be entirely ignored, - it
well-meaning friends and relatives do
not sec to it that a certain number |
of them are found among the wedding
presents, That, as 1] previously in-
timated, is all right in ordinary times,
Now that we are at war and the use-
ful things have mostly advanced {n
price, pretty well up to the high stan.
dard set by the useless or luxurious
ones, it would. perhaps, be as well to
confine our wedding purchases to
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'HAM LINCOLN by Lord Chan

was Interested to find several refer-
ences to Walt Whitman, the ninety-
ninth anniversary of whose birth
occurred on Friday, May 31. Whit-
Mman was a contemporary of Lincoln,
ten years younger, but an intense ad-
mirer of the great president. No
greater tribute has been paid to Lin-
coln than in the four poems by Whit-
man, “Memories of President Lincoln.”
I look forward to the time when
no school reader of the higher forms
shall omit “When lilacs Ia._qt&!n the
door-yard bloom’d.” It is only as chil-
dren are familiarized with the majestic
rhythm of the long rolling lines that
the prejudice against the form of his
verse will -die out. We are none of
us without prejudice. Perhaps Whit-
man, himself, was prejudiced against
rhymed metres, but not against the
great poetry of the language in what-
ever form. Many of our critics are
unable to see the poetry in Whitman
because of ‘gtgo form. ; Even Whitman,
himself, adopted rhyme in the noble
0. Captain! My Captain!” which as
fully indicates his own relation to Lin-
coln as anything he has written. But
take these three lines from “Hush'd
be the camps today” and was the trite
reflection ever voiced more beautifully,
more impressively? i

No more for him life's stormy con-

flicts,

Nor victory, nor defeat—no more

time's dark events,

Charging like ceaseless clouds across

the sky.

In this there is the transmuting
power which every great poet exhibits,
the ability to take the commonplace
and transfigure it, reclothed in im-
mortal language. Who can read the
wonderful Funeral Hymn and not be
stirred to the depths? Hear the last
lines: P

‘1 cease from my song for thee—

‘From my gaze on thee in the west,

fronting the west, communing with
thee;

O comrade lustrous with silver face

in the night, :

.

Yet each to keep and all, retrieve-

, _ments out of the night,

The song, the wondrous chant of the
gray-brown bird,

And the tallying chant, the echo

: uota'd in my_ soul, :

With the lustrous and drooping star,
with the countenance full of woe;

With the holders holding my hand,
mqln; gho call of the bird,

Comrades mine, and I in the midet,
and their memory ever to keep,
for the dead I loved so well,

For the sweetest wisest soul of all
my days and lands—and this for
his dear sake,

Lilac and star and bird twined with
the chant of my soul,

There in the fragrant pines and the
cedars du-k.tn.d d.lm.

LORD CHARNWOOD EXPRESSES

his indebtedness to Walt, Whit-
man’s “Specimen Days and Collect,”
from which he says, he has derived
much light. It is characteristic of the
big men that they do justice to each
other, They are magnaminous. They
can make allowances, They do not en-
tertain petty spites and Jealousies;
strife and envy they put away from
them. There was none of these things
in the nature of efther Whitman or
Lincoln. Whitman was always intent
on “The great Camerado, the lover
true for. whom I pine.” Lincoln realiz-
ed his ideal for him, and he paid him
many noble tributes, Lord Charn.
wood says he was one of the first
who began to see the Breatness of
Lincoln, “sauntering in Washington in
the intervals of the Ipbour among the
wounded by which he broke down his
robust strength, and seeing things as
they passed with the sure observation
of a poet.” Lord Charnwood quotes one
of Whitman's pictures of the Presi-
dontf._ “The party makes no great show
in uniform or horses, Mr. Lincoln on
the saddle/generally rides a good.
sized, easy-going grey horse, is dressed
in plain black, somewhat rusty and
dusty, and looks about as ordinary in
attire, etc., as the commonest man.
The entirely unornamental cortege
arouses no sensation; only some curi-
ous stranger stops and gazes, | see
very plainly Abraham Lincoln’s dark
brown face, with the deep-cut lines.
the eyes always to me with a deep
latent sadness in the expression, We
have got so that we exchange bows,
and very cordial ones. Sometimes the
President goes and comes in an open
barouche” (not, the poet intimates, a
very smart turn-out). “Sometimes
one of his sons, a boy of ten or twelve,
accompanies him, riding at his right on |
& pony. They passed me once very;
close, and I saw the President in the.
face fully as they were moving slowly,
and his look, tho abstracted, happened
to be directed steadily in my eye. He
bowed and smiled, but far beneath his
smile .I noticed well the expression 1
have alluded to. None of the artists
or pictures has caught the deep tho
subtle and indirect expression of this
man’s face. There is sometihing else

L

such things as have to be bought any-

i A

1 way.

[SaalSlal e

there. One of the great portrait paint.-
lers of two or three centuries ago)

FDIEEN b A SO O A A st

Tne is not worried i
h

is needed,” Lincoln, on his part, show
od his appreciation to the siight eg.
tent permitted him. Having '
pointed out as he passed a window,
said: “Well, he 1ooks like a man,
‘a copy of his poems having come
his hands in an office he was visitis
he spent an hour or so reading
passages h appealed to him,
Allons! after the great Companions,
and to belong to them! &
They, too, are on the road—they are’
the swift and majestic men—they:
Are the greatest women, "
Enjoyers of calms of seas and storme -
of seas, ‘
Sallors of many a ship, walkers of
many a mile of land. : ;
Q . »
T!IEGE TWO WERE OF THE
great companionship, and an ability
to appreciate them is a touchstone of
quality. They were many-sided ms
and some will be attracted by one
more than others, But there is-in b
& deep fundamental note, such a8
Whitman noted in Lincoln, obscure to
the ordinary observer, which ks
the Immortals. I once before quoted
Henry Bryan Binns' statement in
preface to his blography of the p
“It is as a man that T see and have
sought t6 describe Whitman, But as
& man of special and fonal chage
acter, a new type mystic or seer,
And the conviction that he belongs
the order of initiates has dragged me
on to confessedly difficult ' ground
Binns’ ¢ighth chapter on “The Mystic”
should be read by those interested in
this phase. “Belonging to no sc
Whitman had relations with several
of the mystical groups; he hagd I
I suppose, with that which seeks tllQ
occult by traditional crystal-gazing,
and the media of hypnotic trances, or
the dreams produced by anaesthetic
drugs. He was a mystic because won~
ders beset him all about on the open
road of his soul. In him mywticism
was never assoclated with pathological
symptoms; it was, as he himself sug
gests, the flower and proof of - his
sanity, soundness and health” Ther
is another fine D‘me in Binns' bio
graphy (chapt. x.), which goes below
the surface, “But it is a mistake :
think of the mystic, and especially of
Whitman, as the mere onlooker at life,
and the moralist as the practical per-
son. There is ultimately, of courwe,
no distinction . between mystic and
moralist, the mystic is the moralist be.
come seer. And he is, perhaps, even
more strenyous in his life than is the
moralist; but life has now assumed
for him a different aspect. He is no
longer pre-occupled by the hunger
and thirst after righteousness—for he
feeds satisfled upon the divine bread.”

© is conscious of the ar
of the Soul-life which } :
of sin, and sloughs off the body of cor-
ruption. What is evil passes awa;
when life is earnestly pursued. He sees
that everything which exists at afl,
however evil It may be, exists by rea
son of some virtue or excellence which
it possesses, and which fits it to, its en-
vironment, The wise soul uses the ex-
cellence of things, and so things hurt
it not at all, The things that are not
for it are evil to it; but in the sight
of God they are not evil, for all things
have their value to Him. Live your life,
then, in faith, not in fear; such is the
word of the mystic, Condemn noth-
ing; but learn what is proper, for your

own need: and by sympathy, learn to

read the hearts about you, and help
them also to live according to the
wisdom of the soul. Feed the soul,
think of the soul, exercise the soul—
and the things, the instincts, the
thoughts that are evil to you now, will
presently cease to trouble you. For in
Whitman’s universe the devil {s dead,
It is this point of view, reached in his
illumination, which enabled him to
look out upon all the shame and evil
of the world, and yet to rejoice”
3 .
ALT, WHITMAN'S BIRTHDAY
falls for us in Canada in 1flac-
time, and reminds us of the sacrifice
of the great President {n Washington
on Good Friday, April -14, 1865, The
Whitman Fellowships usually celebrate
the birthday of the poet by a diqmr
or banquet, or some such observance,
but in this year of war the Toronto
Fellowship has
such a celebration, and in leu of this,
the president of the local Theosophical
Soclety is going to speak on Whitman
and the Great Companions this Sun-
day evening in the Canadian Fores~
ters’ Convert Hall, An interesting fea-
ture of the occasion will be the exhibi-
tion of the splendid cast which Mr. J. 1.
Banks, the sculptor, has made of Walt
Whitman's head, the model of the
gigantic head that is to be carved on
the great cliffs where the Indian
paintings of centuries ago still survive
at Bon Echo Lake, 256 miles from Kala-
dar on the C.P.R. This idea was
conceived by Mrs, Flora Macdonald
Denison, founder of the Bon Echo
Whitman Fellowship, and is to be
memorial of the centenary of the poet
to be celebrated next year Mr. George
W. Morris, of Buffalo, has undertaken,
out of his admiration for Whitman's
writings and spirit, to carry out the
work, upon which he is already en-
gaged. At the unveiling next)yedr,
when it is hoped the war wiil bé over,
it is expected that there will be an
unusual gathering of Whitmanites,
including John Burroughs, Horace
Traubel and other American devotees,
as well as some from overseas,
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decided to intermit =



