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looking MMtly th« lame under all clroumituoM. This im-
movability of face, and the habit of taking a pinch of snulT
before he gave an aniwer, made him trebly oracular to Mr
TulliTer.

"It-, a very particular thing," he went onj "it'g about my
boy Tom." '

At the Bound of this name, Maggie, who was seated on a
low stool close by the tire, with a large book open on her lap
shook her heavy hair back aud looked up eagerly. There
were few sounds that roused Maggie when she was dreaming
over her book, but Tom's name served as well as the shrUleet
whistle; in an instant she was on the watch, with gleaming
eyes, like a Hkye terrier suspecting mischief, or at all events
detemined to fly at any one who threatened it toward Tom.

You see, I wsjit tc put him to a new school at Midsum-
mer, said Mr. TuUiver; "he's comiu' away from tha 'cad-emy at Lady-day, an' I shaU let him run loose for a quarter-
but after that I want to send him to a downright good school
where they'll make a soholard of him."

'

" Well," said Mr. RUey, « there's no greater udvartage you
can give him than a good education. Not," he added with
poitesigai6oanoe,—"not thai, a man can't be an e allent
miller and farmer, and a shrewd, sensible f-'loiy Into the bar-
gain, without much help from the schoolmaster "

"I l^lieve you," said Mr. TuUiver, winking, and turning
his head on one side; "but that's where it is. I don't ,neanTom to be a miller and farmer. I see no fun i' that Why
If I made him a miller an' farmer, he'd be expeotin' to take
to the mill an' the land, an' a-hintii.g at me as it was time forme to lay by an' think o' my latter end. Nay, nay, I've seen
enough o' that wi' sons. I'll never pull my coat o«f before I
go to bed. I shall give Tom an eddication an' put him to a
business, aa he may make a nest for himself, an' not want to
push me out o' mine. Pretty well if he gets it when I'm
dead an gone. I sha'n't be put off wi' spoon-meat afcre I've
lost my teeth."

This was evidently a point on which Mr. Tulliver felt
f!trongly; and the imi)et..s which had given unusual rapidity
and emphasis to his speech showed itself still unexl ..ted for


