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aotnething mora spectacular than effective—involving an expendi-
ture which might have been spent more judiciously, consider-
ing Montcalm's necessities. In the morning all that was left of
the fireships comprised a number of charred and smoking hulks,
some of which were towed ashore by the British fleetsmen to be
out of their way. No harm befell any of the invader's ships from
the ill-considered strategy.

11. "And long he scam the outlet-ford." So shallow are the
waters of the Montmorency as it enters the St. Lawrence that
some people have maintained that there must be an underground
current by which the unfathomable pit at the base of the cataract
empties its contents. As has been said. Wolfe was confident of
success from the very first, if he rould only force his adversary
mto the open field, the army of Montcalm with its many inco-
herences being no match against the trained troops of his own
army. The space on which the Montmorency Mills now stand,
as may be seen by any one, is altogether too narrow for a general
engagement between two armies of the size of the armies in ques-
tion; and, if the impetuosity of the Grenadiers had to share largely
the blame for the subsequent result, the military advice, which
led to the assault, can hardly miss being called in question.

12. '•From upper-ford to strand." Th. is no more interesting
trip for one to take whUe studying the historical topography of
Montmorency than a walk through the woods along its eastern
bank from its "outiet-ford" to the "upper-ford" near the lake-
like expansion of the river known as DeSable. Every foot of the
ground must have been known to Townshend and his subalterns
though where the British redoubts were located it is now impos-
sible to say. There must have been one near where the pillars of
the old Suspension Bridge still stand, as if to guard the highway
that runs to Ange Gardien; another near the rapids about a mUe
further up; and a fourth at DeSable.

13. "And Townshend in command." A late attempt has been
made by a descendant of the Marquis of Townshend to give him
the very highest measure of praise for the share he took in the
Siege of 1769. No word of praise can be considered too high for
the co-operation of this distinguished soldier in the general plan


