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the p.-csent ronimis-ionor of Crowu Lands^

He ha.- only been in office a lew mouths, :md

I have not read his rciiort. Hut I uter 'o

the past, aud I say tliat the whole ol that

do.:iaiii has hcen squandered away in useless

exi-euses. There is another matter which

have opposed-the .Militia 15ill ol IS<.--_ I

admit that I oppusv.l that measure. H'at

was a meai,ure whi.h was gom- to entail

upou the country an enormous expeudifiie,

which would have exhausted our resources

at a time when that expenditure was not

required. Why, honorable genilemeu, was

not the Trad iliHiculry settled at the time I

Had nit the Aineriean (iovernment complied

with the demands ot Great Britain, and what

threatened us to authorize that expenditure .

There is one expenditure which I opposed,

which might perhaps be f|uestioiied. lop-

posed the Supply Hill in \^'^, "••'l I ^'^'\

then votiu- with mo, my honorable tricud

the ("oiumissioncr of Crown Lai'ds. (Hear,

and lau-hter) Whether that vote can be

defendeu in a constitutional point of view, 1

cannot say ; but every vote I have -ivcu in

this Hou.se, or the other branch oi the Legi.s-

lature, h: s been given in accordance with

what I conceived to be the interesis of my

native country. (Hear.) My honorable

friend the ('ommi.ssioncr of Crown Lands,

alluded the other day to the conservative

feature o*' the Senate in the United Stat <

iu allowiui,' the same rcpres'jutatiou to small

states as to tlie larger states Hut this does

not ^t ail affect the general arrangement,

because the large majority are large .-tates

Jiut while my honorable friend approves ot

this portion, he should have expressed aii

opinion on tiie whole .system. In the Ijuited

States, no change of constitution can be ef-

fected without the consent of two-thiras of

both branches of the Legislature, aud that

must afterwards be sanctioned by three-

fourths of the state g..vernments. This is

a conservative feature also. Then, what are

the constitutions of the state governments.

I have here a clause taken from the consti-

tution of one of the states i^Oonnecticut),

which provides that :

—

Whenever a majority of tlie House of Reprp-

nentatives shall deem it nenessary to alter or

amend this constituti.m, they may propose such

alterations and amendments which proposed

am.-ndmeiits shall be rinitinu.d to the next i<eu-

eral iuisembly, and he published with the laws

which may have been piussed at the same session,

and if two-thirds of each house, at the ne.'ct ses-

sion of said assembly, shall approve the amend-

ments proposed, by yeas »"'• "^y^ ^''''^
.'^"°7,*^,

monts shall, by the secretary, be transmitted to

the town olork in each town m this State, whose

dutv it shall be to present the same l.) the inhab-

itants thereof, for their consideration at a town

meetin.' le.-ally warned and hel : tor that p.irpo.se

;

and if it shall appear in a manner i.rov.ded by

law, that a maio.ity of the electors present at

sueh meetings shall have approv-d such am.ud^

,uents, tLe same shall be valid, to ail intents and

pmpo.ses, as a part of .his eoiistitution.

That is the way one of the oldest states

"•uards the rights and liberties of its people.

Then here is another extract from the con-

stitution of the state of Mississippi, one c-

the new states, showing how the people the>-e

are protected against hasty innovation :—

Whenever two-thirds of the general assembly

shall <leem it necessarj- to amend or change Ui'S

constitution, they shall recommend to the elec-

tors ;it the next election for members ol the gen-

eral' .assemblv, to vote for or against a conven-

tion : and if it shall appear that a majonly ot the

citizens of the state, voting lor rei>resentatives,

have voted for a convention, the general assem-

Mv shall, at their next session, call a eonveution,

to consist of as many members as there may be

i,i the ireneral assembly, to be chosen by the

(Mialilied electors in the manner, and at the times

and places of choosing members ot the geii.'ral

assembly; which convention shall meet within

three months after the said election, lor the pur-

pose of revising, amending, or changing the

Ioustitution.

Now, in addition to this, what have we

seen V Have we not .seeu changes iu the

constitution latterly in respect to slavery, and

have they acted upon this till they have

been ratified by the state governments .'

Now, compare this mode of procedure with

that adopted in regard to the scheme—and

very properly called a scheme—of t'onledera-

tion submitted to this House. How were

these delegates called Into existence 1 Are

they not self-appointed ? (Hear.) Did not

the members of the Executive Council ot

Canada constitute themselves delegates {

(Cries of " mi, no," and '• yes.") And th-

members of the Executive (Councils of the

Lower Provinces, did they not also constitute

themselves delegates ? They prepared a

schea^e which they have laid before Parlia-

ment, and what is that scheme 'i It was

embodied in resolutions .sent to members ot

the l.cgislature before the meeting of tho

House, marked " private," both jw the out-

side :ind inside. Did any honorable member

feel himself at liberty to go before his con-

stituents, and explain it to them '( Did any

honorable member feel himself at liberty to


