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solution throtigh ;i tine wire g;iuze to divide it finely. But
a still more effectual method of destroying the younger larvie

is to crush tlu-m witli a gloved hand. For this method to be

carried out rapidly and to secure tlie best results, the larvce

must be carefully '.v.itclied until they reach the stage where

they congregate in masses, that is, about the third and fourth

larval stages ; in this stage of the life-history I have counted as

many as sixty larv.c in a single mass, all of whicli could be

easily destroyed by a single closing of tlu' hand. If they are

dealt with in this m.anner a number of men ran quickly clear a

plantation of young tr .'rom five to eiglit years of age. Spray-

ing might be restncied to tiie slightly older trees whose upper

branches are o\it of reacli. Hind-picking also proved very

effectual in the case of young trees.

In lie older jilantations it is necessary to rely on natural

iinans of control, s ;ch as have been mentioned alri'ady. Some
natural means of control, however, can be assisted and aug-

inriitcd, and sucli is tlie case with regard to the birds which

have been nuMitioiu'd as fcnling on the larva; ; chief of these

an' rooks, starlings, jackdaws, and tits. In the chstricts wliere

the trres arc badlv .iltarkxl thisc birds should not be destroyed

on any account. Tlif slarlings and tits sliould be encouraged

and protected by fcedin.; tluiu during the winttT and tiuis

]ir'\(iiting the customary great mortality whirli results from

hard wcitluT, and also b\- tlu" provision of nest-boxes in the

pi intations. Larch plant. itions are singularlv devoid of suitable

nesting places for these b rds and tiiev should therefore be

su]>plied. In England these- insectivorous birds are not

sufticiently encouraged in ]ilaces where nesting sites are absent

b\ the provision of nesting boxes, the value of which form

of forest ])i()!ecti(>a ha-, been reco^nisi'd for a number of years

in Continental forests. The best type of nest-box is tliat

designed by B.iron von Berl(>psch.*

As the Fielil \\i\v, M. ai^rcslis, has been shown to be an im-

portant means of control by destroying thelarv;ein tlie cocoons,

it would he in the interests of the forester not to destroy the vole

until the saw-lly attac k shall have subsided. If it is found

that they are uicreasing to any alarming extent and a'tacking
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